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Chuong 1. Doi twgng, phwong phap nghién ctru va chirc nang
ciia kinh té chinh tri Mac — Lénin — Chapter 1. Object, methods and
functions of Marxist—Leninist political economy

1.1. Kinh té chinh tri Mac — Lénin ra doi nhw thé nao — How Marxist—Leninist
political economy came into being

Tén goi “kinh té chinh tri” xuat hién lan diu nim 1615 trong cudn “Chuyén luan vé kinh
té chinh tri” ctia Antoine de Montchrétien (Phap). Mon hoc chi thanh hé thong khai niém
hoan chinh tir thé ky XVIIIL, khi Adam Smith cong bd “Cuia cai ciia cac dan toc” (1776).

The name “political economy” first appeared in 1615 in Antoine de Montchrétien’s “Treatise on

Political Economy” (France). The discipline became a complete system of concepts only in the
18th century, when Adam Smith published “The Wealth of Nations” (1776).
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Trwong phai

School

Chu nghia trong
thuong
Mercantilism

Chu nghia trong
nong
Physiocracy

Kinh té chinh tri
tu san co dién
Anh

English classical
political economy

Kinh té chinh tri
Mac — Lénin

Marxist—Leninist
political economy

Thoi gian, noi ra doi
Period, place

Giita thé ky XV —
giita thé ky XVII, Tay
Au

Mid-15th to mid-17th
century, Western
Europe

Thé ky XVIII, Phap
(F. Quesnay, J.
Turgot)

18th century, France (F.
Quesnay, J. Turgot)

Tir W. Petty (thé ky
XVII) qua A. Smith
dén D. Ricardo (nira
dau thé ky XIX)
From W. Petty (17th
century) through A.
Smith to D. Ricardo
(early 19th century)

Tir gitta thé ky XIX
(C. Méc, Ph.
Angghen); dau thé ky
XX (V.1. Lénin)
From the mid-19th
century (Marx, Engels);

early 20th century
(Lenin)

Linh vuc nghién
ciru
Field studied

Luu thong, ngoai
thuong
Circulation, foreign
trade

San xuat nong
nghiép
Agricultural
production

Toan by qua trinh
tai san xuét

The whole process
of reproduction

Quan hé xa hoi
clia san xut va
trao d6i

Social relations of
production and
exchange

Pong gép va han ché
Contribution and limit

Thiy muc dich kinh doanh 14
101 nhuén; sai khi cho réng loi
nhuén sinh ra tir mua ré ban dit
Saw that business aims at profit;
wrong to trace profit to buying
cheap and selling dear

Chuyén trong tdm sang san
Xuét, ban vé san pham rong, tai
san xudt; sai khi cho rang chi
néng nghiép méi 14 san xuat
Moved the focus to production,
discussed net product and
reproduction; wrong to hold that
only farming is productive

Khang dinh lao dong tao ra gia
tri; chua phan biét dugc lao
dong cu thé va lao dong triru
tuong

Established that labour creates
value, did not separate concrete
from abstract labour

Phat hién tinh hai mét cta lao
dong, xay dung hoc thuyét gia
tri thang du; Lénin b6 sung 1y
luan vé doc quyén

Discovered the dual character of
labour and built the theory of
surplus value; Lenin added the
theory of monopoly

Hai nhanh sau Adam Smith — 7wo branches after Adam Smith

« Nhanh thtr nhat phat trién cc quan sat ctia Smith vé hanh vi con nguoi, bo qua quan
hé x4 hoi trong san xuat. Tir nhanh nay hinh thanh kinh té hoc vi mé va vi mé ngay

nay.

The first branch developed Smith’s observations on human behaviour and set aside the social

relations of production. Today’s micro- and macroeconomics grew out of it.

« Nhéanh tht hai di qua D. Ricardo, phan tich siu quan hé giira cac giai cdp trong san
xuat. C. Méc ké thira truc tiép nhanh nay.

Trang 5

Tai liéu nay dugc bién soan boi ddi ngii ctia website: https://globalmarket.vin



Pé cuong on tap Kinh té chinh tri Méc — Lénin / Marxist—Leninist Political Economy

The second branch ran through David Ricardo and analysed the relations between classes in
production. Marx inherited this branch directly.

Cac moc cua kinh té chinh tri Mac — Lénin — Milestones of Marxist—Leninist political
economy

Sw kién

Event
1867 C. Méc xuét ban “Tu ban”, tap I: hang hoa, tién té, gia tri thang du, tich liy
1867 Marx publishes “Capital”, Volume I: commodity, money, surplus value, accumulation

Ph. Angghen bién tap va xuét ban tap II (luu thong) va tap III (lgi nhuan, 191 tirc,

1885, 1894 dia t6)
1885, 1894 : ) i i i .
Engels edits and publishes Volume II (circulation) and Volume III (profit, interest, rent)
V.I. Lénin viét “Chu nghia dé qudc, giai doan t6t cling cua chil nghia tu ban™:
1916 nam dic diém kinh té cua doc quyén
1916 Lenin writes “Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism”: the five economic features
of monopoly
Cac dang cOng san va cac nha kinh té macxit tiép tuc bd sung; & Viét Nam gén
Tir 1924 v6i 1y luan vé kinh té thi truong dinh hudng xa hoi chii nghia
From 1924 Communist parties and Marxist economists continue the work, in Vietnam it is tied to the

theory of the socialist-oriented market economy

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Budc tién Iy luan quyét dinh ciia C. Mac so véi D.
Ricardo 14 phat hién tinh hai mét ciia lao dong san xuit hang héa (lao dong cu thé va lao
dong triru trong). Tir phat hién nay Méc giai thich duoc ngudn gdc cua gia tri thang du.
Marx’s decisive advance over Ricardo is the discovery of the dual character of commodity-producing
labour (concrete and abstract labour). From it Marx could explain where surplus value comes from.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Cho rang kinh té chinh tri Mac — Lénin 13
“mon hoc vé chu nghia tu ban”. Méc liy phuong thirc san xuat tu ban chu nghia lam dbi
tuong phan tich trong bo Tu ban, con mén hoc nghién ciru quan hé san xudt va trao ddi & moi
phuong thirc san xuét, ké ca thoi ky qua do.

Treating Marxist—Leninist political economy as “a course on capitalism”. Marx analysed the
capitalist mode of production in Capital, but the discipline studies relations of production and
exchange in every mode of production, including the transition period.

1.2. Doi twong nghién citu — Object of study

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Ddi twong nghién ctru ciia kinh té chinh tri Mac — Lénin
13 cac quan hé xa hdi ciia san xuét va trao doi, dit trong mbi lién hé bién chimg v6i trinh
dd phat trién cia lwc lwong san xuit va kién tric thwong tang tuong tmg clia mot phuong
thirc san xuét nhat dinh.

The object of Marxist—Leninist political economy is the social relations of production and exchange,
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viewed in their dialectical connection with the level of development of the productive forces and the
corresponding superstructure of a given mode of production.

Nghia Pham vi Noi thé hién

Sense Scope Where expressed

Quan hé san xuét va trao d6i trong mot phuwong

Nghia hep thirc san xuét nhat dinh B6 “Tu ban” cua C. Mac
Narrow Relations of production and exchange within one mode ~ Marx’s “Capital”
of production

Quy luat chi phdi san xudt va trao d6i tu liéu sinh “Chédng Puyrinh” cia Ph.

Nghia rong hoat vat chat qua cac giai doan lich su Angghen (1878)
Broad Laws governing the production and exchange of the Engels’s “Anti-Diihring”
means of life across historical stages (1878)

Quan hé xa hgi ciia sdn xuat va trao doi gom nhirng gi — What the social relations of
production and exchange include

« Quan hé so hitu, quan hé quan 1y, quan hé phan phdi va phan bd ngudn lyec.
Ownership relations, management relations, relations of distribution and resource
allocation.

« Quan hé trong luu théng va trong tiéu dung; quan hé giita san xuat véi thi trudng.
Relations in circulation and consumption, relations between production and the market.

« Quan hé trong quan tri phat trién qudc gia va dia phuong.
Relations in governing national and local development.

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Mot xudng may ¢ Binh Duong c6 200 cong nhan. May may, vai,
quy trinh cit — may thudc vé k¥ thuat, kinh té chinh tri khong nghién ctru. Ai s& hitu xudng,
ai quyét dinh ca 1am, lwong tra theo san pham hay theo gid, 40 ban qua dai Iy hay san thuong
mai dién tr — d6 1a cac quan h¢ xa hoi cua san xuét va trao ddi, thudc dbi tuong cua moén
hoc.

A garment workshop in Binh Duong employs 200 workers. Sewing machines, fabric and the cutting
process are technical matters that political economy does not study. Who owns the workshop, who sets
the shifts, whether pay is by piece or by hour, whether shirts are sold through agents or online —
these are social relations of production and exchange, the object of the discipline.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Tra 10i d6i twong nghién ctru chi c6 “quan hé
san xudt” (s hitu, quan 1y, phan phdi). Cach hiéu nay hop véi kinh té ké hoach hoa tap trung;
dap an du phai néu ca trao ddi va mdi lién hé véi luc lugng san xut, kién trac thuong tang.
Answering that the object is only “relations of production” (ownership, management, distribution).
That reading suited central planning; a full answer names exchange too, and the link to the
productive forces and superstructure.
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1.3. Muc dich nghién ciru; quy luit kinh té va chinh sach kinh t& — Purpose of

study; economic laws and economic policy

Muc dich cao nhat ciia mén hoc 1a tim ra quy lut kinh té chi phdi quan hé giira nguoi
v6i nguoi trong san xuét va trao d6i, dé cac chii thé van dung khi giai quyét quan hé lgi
ich.

The highest purpose of the discipline is to discover the economic laws governing relations
between people in production and exchange, so that actors can apply them when handling
relations of interest.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Quy luat kinh té 1a mdi lién hé ban chat, khach quan, lap
di lap lai gitra cac hién twong va qua trinh kinh té, tng véi mot trinh d6 phat trién nhét dinh
ctia san xuét xa hoi.

An economic law is an essential, objective and recurring connection between economic phenomena
and processes at a given level of development of social production.

Tiéu chi Quy luit kinh té Chinh sach kinh té

Criterion Economic law Economic policy

Tinh chat Khach quan, khong phu thugc y chi ~ Chu quan, do con nguoi ban hanh
Nature Objective, independent of will Subjective, issued by people

Khong; chi nhén thirc va van dung
duoc
No;, it can only be understood and

C6 thé x6a bo
khong
Can it be abolished

Co; ban hanh chinh sach khac thay
thé
Yes; another policy can replace it

applied
Khi van dung sai Con ngudi phai d6i hanh vi Co quan ban hanh stra hodc bai bo
When misapplied People must change their behaviour The issuing body amends or repeals it
Giam thué gia tri gia tang tir 10%
Vidu Quy luat cung — cau Xuéng 8% cho mot s6 nhom hang
Example Law of supply and demand Cutting VAT from 10% to 8% for certain

goods

VI DU / EXAMPLE — Mot tinh khuyén khich trong thanh long 4 at (chinh sach). San lugng
vuot sitc mua, gia roi xudng dudi chi phi (quy luat cung — cau). Tinh khong thé “cam” gia
giam; tinh chi c6 thé ddi chinh séach: quy hoach lai dién tich, mé thi truong xuét khau, hd trg
ché bién.

A province pushes farmers to plant dragon fruit en masse (a policy). Output exceeds demand and the
price falls below cost (the law of supply and demand). The province cannot “ban’ the fall; it can only
change the policy: re-plan acreage, open export markets, support processing.

1.4. Phwong phap nghién ctoru — Methods of study

Phuong phap chung 12 phép bién chirng duy vat: xem cac hién tuong kinh té trong van
dong, trong mdi lién hé qua lai va trong diéu kién lich str cu thé. Bén canh d6 mén hoc
dung cac phuong phép riéng:
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The general method is materialist dialectics: economic phenomena are viewed in motion, in
their mutual connections and in concrete historical conditions. The discipline also uses specific

methods:

Phwong phap

Method

Cach lam
How it works

Triru twgng hoa khoa hoc
(dac thu nhat)

Scientific abstraction (the most
specific)

Logic két hop véi lich st
Logical combined with historical

Phan tich va tong hop
Analysis and synthesis

Théng k&, so sanh, mé hinh
hoéa; nghién ctru lién nganh,
dua trén bang ching

Statistics, comparison, modelling;
interdisciplinary, evidence-based
research

Gat bo yéu tb ngau nhién, tam thoi, gian tiép; gitr lai déu hiéu
dién hinh, 6n dinh dé ndm ban chat

Strip away accidental, temporary, indirect factors; keep the typical,
stable features to grasp the essence

Trinh bay theo trat ty 16gic cuia khai niém nhung khép vai tién
trinh lich st that

Present concepts in logical order while matching the real historical
sequence

Tach d6i turong thanh bo phan rdi ghép lai thanh chinh thé

Break the object into parts, then reassemble the whole

Kiém chimg 1y luan bang s6 ligu thuc té
Test theory against real data

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Khi phan tich gi4 tri thang du, Mac gia dinh hang héa ban ding gia
tri. Thuc té gid 1én xubng hing ngay, nhung néu giit yéu té d6 thi khong tach duoc ngudn goc
that cia gia tri thang du ra khoi chénh 1€ch gia. Gia dinh nay 1a triru tugng hoéa khoa hoc.
When analysing surplus value, Marx assumes commodities sell at their value. Real prices move every

day, but keeping that factor would blur the true source of surplus value with price differences. The
assumption is scientific abstraction.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Hiéu triru tuong héa 1a “bo bt cho dé&”. Gidi
han cuia triru tugng hoa 1a khong duoc gat bo yéu t6 1am sai ban chit ddi twong: bo bién dong
gia thi dugc, bdé quan hé thué muén lao dong thi khong.

Reading abstraction as “dropping things to make it easy”. Its limit is that nothing which alters the
essence may be removed: price swings may go, the wage-labour relation may not.

Tai liéu nay dugc bién soan boi ddi ngii ctia website: https://globalmarket.vin
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1.5. Bén chirc nang cua Kinh té chinh tri Mac — Lénin — The four functions of

Marxist—Leninist political economy

Chirc nang Noi dung Y nghia véi sinh vién

Function Content Meaning for students

Cung cp tri thirc vé quy ludt ctia san xut

va trao d6i, vé chii nghia tu ban va thoi Hiéu ban chét cac hién tugng kinh
Nhén thtrc ky qua do té dang gap hang ngay
Cognitive Knowledge of the laws of production and Understand the essence of everyday
exchange, of capitalism and the transition economic events
period

Lua chon nghé nghiép, khoi

itip va lut vio hanh vi ¢4
Gilp van dung quy lugt vao hanh viea — pue "o a0 1y tai chinh cé nhan

Thuec tién nhan va chinh sach ) ,
. CO CO SO
Practical Helps apply laws to personal conduct and .
iy Make grounded choices on career,

start-ups, finances

Xay dung thé giéi quan, 1y tudng vi muc
tiéu dan giau, nudc manh, dan chi, cong  Quy trong lao dong, phé phan hanh
Tu twéng bang, van minh vi lam giau bét chinh
Ideological Builds a world view and ideals for a Respect labour, reject illicit
prosperous people, strong nation, democracy, = enrichment
equity and civilisation

Lam nén tang ly luan cho cac mén kinh t¢  Hoc tot hon kinh t€ vi md, vi mo,

Phuong pha ;
luAn S chuyén nganh tai chinh, ngén hang

) ) Provides the theoretical base for specialised  Study micro- and macroeconomics,
Methodological

economics courses finance, banking better

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — K& ba chirc ning, quén chirc ning phuong
phap ludn; hodc nhim chirc ning ctia mén hoc véi “chirc ning ctia Nha nudc trong nén kinh
t&”.

Listing three functions and forgetting the methodological one; or confusing the functions of the
discipline with “the economic functions of the State”.

1.6. Cau hoi tu luan va dan y tra loi — Essay questions and answer outlines

Céu 1. Kinh té chinh tri Mac — Lénin ké thira nhirng gi va vwot 1én nhirng gi so voi
cac trwong phai trueée C. Mac?

Question 1. What did Marxist—Leninist political economy inherit from, and how did it go
beyond, the schools before Marx?

« Néu ba truong phai: trong thuong (luu thong), trong ndng (néng nghiép), cb dién Anh
(tai san xuat).
Name three schools: mercantilism (circulation), physiocracy (agriculture), English classical
(reproduction).

Tai liéu nay dugc bién soan boi ddi ngii ctia website: https://globalmarket.vin
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« K& thira truc tiép D. Ricardo: lao dong 12 ngudn goc cia gia tri.
Direct inheritance from Ricardo: labour is the source of value.

« Vuot Ién: tinh hai mit cua lao dong — hoc thuyét gia trj thang du; ddi tugng 13 quan
hé xa hoi cua san xuat va trao doi.
Going beyond: dual character of labour — theory of surplus value; the object is the social
relations of production and exchange.

« Lénin phat trién: doc quyén, doc quyén nha nude, kinh té thoi ky qua do.
Lenin’s development: monopoly, state monopoly, the economics of the transition.

Céau 2. Trinh bay d6i twong nghién ciru ciia kinh té chinh tri Mac — Lénin. Lay vi du
mot quan hé xi hdi ciia san xuit va trao ddi trong mot doanh nghiép.
Question 2. State the object of Marxist—Leninist political economy. Give an example of a social
relation of production and exchange in a firm.
« Pinh nghia dt hai vé: quan hé x3 hoi ctia san xut va trao doi + lién hé voi LLSX va
KTTT.
Give both parts: social relations of production and exchange + link to productive forces and
Ssuperstructure.
« Phan biét nghia hep (Tu ban) va nghia rong (Angghen).
Distinguish the narrow sense (Capital) from the broad sense (Engels).
« Liét ké cac bo phan: so hitu, quan 1y, phan phdi, luu thong, tiéu dung.
List the components: ownership, management, distribution, circulation, consumption.
« Vi dy ty chon: cach tra lvong, ai ndam quyén quyét dinh, kénh ban hang.
Own example: pay method, who holds decision rights, sales channel.

Cau 3. Phan tich phwong phap triru twgng hoa khoa hgc va gidi han khi sir dung
phuwong phap nay.
Question 3. Analyse the method of scientific abstraction and the limits of its use.
« Khai niém: gat yéu to ngau nhién, tam thoi, gian tiép; giir dau hiéu dién hinh, 6n dinh.
Concept: remove accidental, temporary, indirect factors, keep typical, stable features.
* Vi sao dic thu: hién tuong kinh té khong dua vao phong thi nghiém duoc.
Why it is specific: economic phenomena cannot be put in a laboratory.
« Gi6i han: khong bo yéu t6 1am sai ban chét.
Limit: never remove a factor that alters the essence.
* Vi du: gia dinh hang hoa ban dung gié tri khi nghién ctru gia tri thing du.
Example: assuming commodities sell at value when studying surplus value.

Tai li€u nay dugc bién soan boi doi ngii cia website: https://globalmarket.vin
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1.7. Cau hoi trac nghiém — Multiple-choice questions

1. Thuat ngit “kinh té chinh tri” xuét hién 1an dau trong tac pham cia:
The term “political economy” first appeared in a work by:
A. Adam Smith / Adam Smith
B. William Petty / William Petty
C. Antoine de Montchrétien / Antoine de Monichrétien
D. Frangois Quesnay / Frangois Quesnay

2. Trudng phai coi loi nhuan sinh ra tir viéc mua ré, ban dat 1a:
The school that traced profit to buying cheap and selling dear was:
A. chu nghia trong thuong / mercantilism
B. chu nghia trong nong / physiocracy
C. kinh té chinh tri ¢6 dién Anh / English classical political economy
D. kinh té chinh trj tiéu tu san / perty-bourgeois political economy
3. C. Méc ké thira truc tiép 1y luan gia trj cta:
Marx directly inherited the theory of value of:
A. F. Quesnay / F. Quesnay
B.T.Mun / 7. Mun
C.J. Turgot / J. Turgot
D. D. Ricardo / D. Ricardo

4. B6i tuong nghién ciru cta kinh té chinh tri Mac — Lénin 1a:
The object of Marxist—Leninist political economy is:
A. k¥ thuat san xuét va cong nghé / production technique and technology

B. quan h¢ xa hoi cta san xuat va trao doi / social relations of production and
exchange

C. hanh vi lya chon cua nguoi ti€u dung / consumers’ choice behaviour
D. tong san pham qudc ndi va lam phat / GDP and inflation

5. Phuong phap dic thu nhét cia kinh té chinh trj 1a:
The most specific method of political economy is:
A. triru tugng hoa khoa hoc / scientific abstraction
B. thuc nghiém / experiment
C. diéu tra xa hoi hoc / sociological survey
D. mo hinh todn / mathematical modelling

Tai liéu nay dugc bién soan boi doi ngii ciia website: https://globalmarket.vin
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6. Nhan dinh nao PUNG vé chinh sach kinh t&?
Which statement about economic policy is CORRECT?
A. Tén tai khach quan, khong phu thudc ¥ chi con nguoi / I# exists objectively,
independent of human will
B. Khong thé thay thé khi da ban hanh / Ir cannot be replaced once issued
C. Ludn pht hop véi quy luat kinh t& / It always matches economic laws

D. La san pham chu quan, c6 thé stra d6i hodc thay thé / I is a subjective product
that can be amended or replaced

Tai liéu nay dugc bién soan boi ddi ngii ctia website: https://globalmarket.vin
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Chuong 2. Hang hoa, thi truong va vai tro ciia cac chii thé tham
gia thi troeong — Chapter 2. Commodities, markets and the role of market

participants

2.1. San xuat hang hoa va diéu kién ra doi — Commodity production and its

preconditions

San xuit hang héa 13 kiéu t6 chiic kinh té trong d6 san pham lam ra dé ban, dé trao doi,
khong dé ngudi 1am ra ty dung. Ddi lap véi né 13 san xudt tw cap tw tic: san pham lam
ra dé thoa méan nhu cau ciia chinh ngudi san xuat va gia dinh.

Commodity production is a form of economic organisation in which products are made for sale

and exchange, not for the producer’s own use. Its opposite is subsistence production: output
meets the needs of the producer and his household.

Piéu kién N¢i dung Vai tro

Condition Content Status

Lao dong xa hoi chia thanh cac nganh, cac nghe
khac nhau; moi nguoi chi lam mdt hodc vai san

Phén cong lao dong ~ pham, nhu cau thi can nhiéu san pham — phéi trao  Diéu kién can
x4 hoi dbi The necessary
Social division of labour = Social labour is split into branches and trades; each condition

person makes one or a few products but needs many —
exchange is required

Nguoi san xudt doc lap, c6 quyén quyét dinh véi
san phérn ctia minh, 1¢i ich tach biét — muén dung
san pham cua nguoi khac phai mua ban. Ngudn goc
lich st: ché do tu hitu vé tu liéu san xuét

Producers are independent, control their own output

Su tach biét vé mat
kinh té giira céc chu Diéu kién dii
The sufficient
condition

the san xuat

Economic separation of . . ,
—. and have separate interests — using another’s product
requires purchase. Historical origin: private ownership

of the means of production

C. Méc: “Chi ¢6 san pham cta nhiing lao dong tu nhan doc 1ap va khong phy thudce vao
nhau méi ddi dién véi nhau nhu 13 nhitng hang héa” (C. Méac va Ph. Angghen, Toan tap,
t.23, tr.72).

Karl Marx: “Only such products can become commodities with regard to each other, as result

from different kinds of labour, each kind being carried on independently and for the account of
private individuals” (Capital, Vol. I, ch. 1).

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Thiéu mét trong hai diéu kién thi khong cé san xuét hang
hoa. Trong cong xa nguyén thiy co phan cong lao dong nhung san pham 1a ctia chung, nén
khong trao d6i dudi hinh thirc hang hoa.

Without either condition there is no commodity production. The primitive commune had a division of
labour, but its products were common property, so they were not exchanged as commodities.

Tai liéu nay dugc bién soan boi ddi ngii ctia website: https://globalmarket.vin
Trang 14



Pé cuong on tap Kinh té chinh tri Méc — Lénin / Marxist—Leninist Political Economy

Tiéu chi San xuit ty cap tw tic San xuit hang héa
Criterion Subsistence production Commodity production
Muc dich Ty tiéu dung Bén, trao ddi
Purpose Own consumption Sale and exchange

Mo rong theo nhu cau thi truong,

Quy md, k¥ thuat Nho, cham d6i méi budc cai tién k¥ thuat
Scale, technique Small, slow to change Expands with market demand, forced to
innovate

Quan h¢ gitta nguoi

san xudt Khép kin Lién h¢ qua thi truong, canh tranh
Relations among Closed Linked through the market, competitive
producers
Vi du Ho trong rau dé nha an H(? trong ca phé ¢ Pik Lik ban cho
Exam'p o A household growing vegetables to  dai l}'/ thl,l mua

eat A Dak Lak coffee farm selling to a trader

2.2. Hang hoa: hai thugc tinh va tinh hai mat caa lao dong — The commodity:

two properties and the twofold character of labour

Hang hoéa 1a san phém cua lao dong, thoa man dugc mdt nhu cu nao do cua con nguoi
va duogc dua ra trao ddi, mua ban. Hang hoa c6 thé & dang vat thé (bat pho, chiéc 40)
hoic phi vat thé (chuyén xe Grab, budi day kém).

A commodity is a product of labour that meets some human need and is exchanged or sold. It
may be tangible (a bowl of pho, a shirt) or intangible (a Grab ride, a tutoring session).

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Cho rang moi vét c¢6 ich déu 13 hang héa.
Khong khi, nudce sudi tw nhién c¢6 ich nhung khong do lao dong lam ra; rau nha trong dé an 1a
san pham lao dong nhung khong dem ban. Ca hai déu khong phai hang hoa.

Assuming every useful thing is a commodity. Air and wild spring water are useful but not products of
labour; vegetables grown for the family table are products of labour but are not sold. Neither is a
commodity.

Tai liéu nay dugc bién soan boi ddi ngii ctia website: https://globalmarket.vin
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Hai thudc tinh ctia hang héa — The two properties of a commodity

Tiéu chi
Criterion

Gia tri sir dung

Use value

Gia tri
Value

Khai niém
Definition

Do dau ma c6
Determined by

Biéu hién
Shows itself

Tinh chét

Nature

Vidu
Example

Cong dung ciia vat phdm, thoa man
mot nhu ciu vat chit hodc tinh than
The usefulness of a thing in meeting a
material or spiritual need

Thudc tinh ty nhién cua vat (ly, hoa,
sinh)
The natural properties of the thing

Khi tiéu dung

In consumption

Pham tru vinh vién; 1a ndi dung vat
chat ctia cia cai

An eternal category, the material
content of wealth

Bao ca phé dung dé pha ung
A sack of coffee for drinking

Hao phi lao dong xa hoi cua nguoi san
xuét duge vat hoa trong san phém
Socially expended labour of the producer,
materialised in the product

Hao phi lao dong ctia nguoi san xuat
Labour expended by the producer

Khi trao d6i, qua gia tri trao ddi (ty 18
trao doi giita cac hang hoa)

In exchange, through exchange value (the
ratio in which commodities exchange)

Pham tru lich st, chi c6 trong kinh té
hang hoéa; phan anh quan h¢ gitra nguoi
san xuat

A historical category, found only in
commodity economies; expresses relations
between producers

8 git cong trong, hai, phoi, so ché bao
ca phé do

The 8 hours spent growing, picking, drying
and processing it

Trao doi 1 bao ca phé = 4 bao gao: hai thit khac nhau vé cong dung nhung so sanh dugc,
vi ca hai déu 1a san pham cua lao dong. Gié tri nam bén trong, lam can ct cho ty 1€ trao
d6i; gia tri trao doi chi 12 hinh thirc bén ngoai ctia no.

1 sack of coffee = 4 sacks of rice: the goods differ in use but can be compared because both are
products of labour. Value lies inside and grounds the ratio; exchange value is only its outward

form.

Théng nhit

Unity

Hai thudc tinh cuing ton tai trong mot hang
hoa; thiéu mot thi vat pham khong phai

hang hoa

Both properties coexist in one commodity,
without either the thing is not a commodity

MAu thuin
Contradiction

Nguoi ban can gia tri, ngudi mua can gia tri su

dung. Gia tri dugc thuc hién trong luu thong trudec,
gia tri st dung thyc hién trong ti€éu dung sau. Hang

khong ban dugc — cé hai khong thuc hién dugc

The seller wants value, the buyer wants use value. Value
is realised first in circulation, use value later in

consumption. Unsold goods — neither is realised

Tai liéu nay dugc bién soan boi ddi ngii ctia website: https://globalmarket.vin
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Tinh hai mit ciia lao dong san xuét hang hoa — The twofold character of commodity-

producing labour

Tiéu chi

Criterion

Lao dong cu thé
Concrete labour

Lao d§ng triru twgng
Abstract labour

Khai niém
Definition

bac diém
Features

Tao ra
Creates

Tinh chét

Nature

Vidu
Example

Lao dong ctia mot nghé nhat dinh,
tao ra mot cong dung nhét dinh
Labour of a given trade, yielding a
given useful effect

Mdi nghé ¢6 muc dich, d6i tuong,
cong cu, phuong phap, két qua
riéng

Each trade has its own aim, object,
tools, methods and result

Gia tri sir dung
Use value

Pham trt vinh vién; biéu hién tinh
chat tw nhan cia lao dong
Eternal category, expresses the
private character of labour

Tho may cit, may 4o; dau bép niu
phé

A tailor cutting and sewing, a cook
making pho

Lao dong ctia nguoi san xuat hang hoa
khi gat bo hinh thirc cu thé, quy vé hao
phi suc lao dong nodi chung (co bép, than
kinh, tri 6c)

The labour of commodity producers stripped
of its concrete form, reduced to expenditure

of labour power in general (muscle, nerve,
brain)

Dong nhat vé chét, chi khac nhau vé
luong

Qualitatively uniform, differing only in
quantity

Gia tri

Value

Pham tru lich str; biéu hién tinh chit xa
héi cua lao dong

Historical category; expresses the social
character of labour

Ca hai cung hao phi stc lao dong, do
bang thoi gian
Both expend labour power, measured in time

Mau thudn gitra lao dong tu nhan va lao dong xa hoi 12 mau thuin co ban ciia sian xuat

hang héa gian don. Biéu hién: sdn pham ctuia ngudi san xuat ¢6 theé khong khép véi nhu

cau x4 hoi (thtra, thiéu); hao phi cé biét co thé cao hon hao phi xa hoi chép nhan. Mau
thudn nay l1a mam méng cua khing hoang.

The contradiction between private and social labour is the basic contradiction of simple

commodity production. It shows when output fails to match social demand (surplus or shortage)
and when individual expenditure exceeds what society accepts. It holds the germ of crisis.

Trang 17

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Hang hoa c6 hai thudc tinh vi lao dong san xuat hang hoa
c6 tinh hai mat. C. Mac 1 nguoi dau tién phat hién ra tinh hai mat nay; David Ricardo thay
hai thudc tinh nhung khong giai thich duoc ngudn g ciia chung. Phat hién nay 13 co s cia
hoc thuyét gia tri thang du.
A commodity has two properties because commodity-producing labour has a twofold character. Karl
Marx was the first to discover it; David Ricardo saw the two properties but could not explain their
source. The discovery underpins the theory of surplus value.
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LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Coi lao dong cu thé va lao dong triru tuong la
hai loai lao dong ctia hai nguoi khac nhau. D6 1a hai mat ciia cung mot qua trinh lao dong.
Treating concrete and abstract labour as two kinds of labour done by two people. They are two sides
of one and the same labour process.

2.3. Lwong gia tri va cac nhan t0 anh hwong — The magnitude of value and the
factors affecting it

Luong gia tri do bang luong lao dong hao phi dé 1am ra hang héa, tinh bang thoi gian lao
dong. Thudc do khdng phai thoi gian cua tung nguoi (thoi gian lao dong ca bi€t) ma la
thoi gian lao dong xa hoi can thiét.

The magnitude of value is measured by the quantity of labour spent on a commodity, counted in

labour time. The yardstick is not each producer’s individual labour time but socially necessary
labour time.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Thoi gian lao dong xa hgi cin thiét 1a thoi gian can dé
san xuat mot hang hoa trong diéu kién san xut binh thuong cia xa hoi, véi trinh do ky thuat
trung binh, trinh d¢ thanh thao trung binh va cuong d¢ lao dong trung binh. Thuc té, nod
thudng gan véi thoi gian lao dong c4 biét ciia nhitng ngudi cung cap dai bo phan hang hoa do
trén thi truong.

Socially necessary labour time is “the labour time required to produce an article under the normal
conditions of production, and with the average degree of skill and intensity prevalent at the time”

(Karl Marx, Capital, Vol. ). In practice it is close to the individual labour time of the producers who
supply the bulk of that commodity.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Ba xudng may cing 1am 40 so mi: xudng A mét 1,5 gid/ao (may
cii), xuong B 1 gio/ao, xudong C 0,8 gid/do. Xudng B cung cip phan 16n s 4o trén thi trudng
— thoi gian lao dong xa hoi can thiét xdp xi 1 gio/ao. Xudng A ban theo gia tri xa hoi thi bu
khong du hao phi; xuong C c6 loi thé.

Three workshops sew shirts: A takes 1.5 hours a shirt (old machines), B 1 hour, C 0.8 hours. B
supplies most shirts on the market — socially necessary labour time is about 1 hour a shirt. A, selling
at the social value, cannot cover its outlay, C gains an advantage.

Ning suit lao dong va cwong dd lao ddng — Labour productivity and labour intensity

- Niing suit lao ddng: ning luc san xuét cua lao dong, do bang s6 san pham lam ra
trong mot don vi thoi gian hodc thoi gian hao phi dé 1am ra mot san pham. Phy thudc:
trinh d6 khéo 1éo ctia nguoi lao dong, mirc phat trién khoa hoc — cong nghé va ung
dung vao san xuét, t6 chic quan 1y, quy mé, cong suat cia may moc, thiét bi, diéu
kién tu nhién.

Labour productivity: the productive power of labour, measured by output per unit of time or
time spent per unit of output. It depends on workers’ skill, the level of science and technology
and its use in production, organisation and management, the scale and capacity of
machinery and equipment, and natural conditions.

« Cuong dd lao ddng: mirc do khan trwong, ning nhoc, cing thing ciia lao dong trong
mot don vi thoi gian. Tang cudng d giéng nhu kéo dai thoi gian lao dong. Phuy thudc:
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thé chat, tinh than, tay nghé cua nguoi lao dong, t6 chic quan 1.

Labour intensity: the degree of urgency, exertion and strain of labour per unit of time.
Raising intensity is like lengthening working time. It depends on the worker’s physical and
mental state, skill, and the organisation of work.

Khi ting (yéu t6 khac

. 2 Tﬁng san z s s . Gia tri 1 don Hao phi strc lao
khong doi) Tong gia tri

When it ri ther thi phém Total value vi dong

he o r 1 o Al

en it rises (other things Total output Value per unit Labour expended
equal)

Ning suét lao dong Tang Khéng ddi Giam Khong d6i
Labour productivity Rises Unchanged Falls Unchanged
Cuong d6 lao dong Téng Tang Khéng doi Téng

Labour intensity Rises Rises Unchanged Rises

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Luong gia tri mot don vi hang hoa ty 1é thuén vé6i luong
lao dong hao phi, ty 1é nghich v6i ning suit lao dong, khéng phu thudc vao cuong do lao
dong.

The value of a unit of a commodity varies directly with the labour expended, inversely with labour
productivity, and is independent of labour intensity.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Néi “ting ning suit thi gi4 tri hang hoa giam”
ma khong noi 16 12 gia tri mét don vi. Tong gia tri mdi tao ra trong cing thoi gian van giir
nguyén. Luu ¥ thém: ning suat c4 biét ciia mot doanh nghiép ting chi lam giam gia tri ca biét;
gi4 tri x4 hoi chi giam khi ning suét ciia ca nganh ting.

Saying “higher productivity lowers the value of goods” without specifying per unit. Total new value
created in the same time stays the same. Also: a rise in one firm’s productivity lowers only its
individual value; the social value falls only when the whole branch becomes more productive.

Tinh chat phirc tap ciia lao ddng — The complexity of labour

Pic diém Vi du

Features Example

Nguoi binh thuong lam duoc, khong can dao Béc xép hang, phu bép

Lao dong gian don  tao chuyén siu quan phd
Simple labour Any ordinary person can do it without special Loading goods, kitchen help
training at a pho shop

Phai qua dao tao, huin luyén; trong cung thoi
gian tao ra nhiéu gia tri hon, bang bdi s ctia
lao dong gian don

Requires training; in the same time it creates more

K su phan mém, bac si
phau thuat
A software engineer, a

Lao dong phtrc tap
Complex labour

. . surgeon
value, a multiple of simple labour

Tai liéu nay dugc bién soan boi ddi ngii ctia website: https://globalmarket.vin
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