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Chuong 1. Dyng cau co ban: to be, dai tir, there is va have got -
Chapter 1. Basic Sentence Building: To Be, Pronouns, There Is and Have Got

Muc tiéu chwong — Chapter objectives

* Chia diing am, is, are va chon dung dai ttr nhan xung, tinh tir s¢ hiru, dai tir s¢ hiru
trong cau khang dinh, pht dinh va cau hoi
Use am, is and are correctly, and choose the right subject pronoun, possessive adjective and
possessive pronoun in positive, negative and question sentences.

« M6 ta mot can phong hay mot noi chdn bang there is, there are, have got, gidi tir chi
noi chdn va tir chi luong hop voi danh tir &ém duoc hay khong dém duoc
Describe a room or a place with there is, there are, have got, prepositions of place and
quantity words that match countable or uncountable nouns.

* Pit cau hoi Yes/No va cau hoi co tir dé hoi, dung dang dai tu bat dinh nhu someone,
anything, nobody, everywhere

Form Yes/No questions and wh-questions, and use indefinite pronouns such as someone,
anything, nobody and everywhere in the right place.

1.1. Dong tir to be & hién tai: am, is, are — 1.1. The Verb To Be in the Present: Am, Is,
Are

Ban dung "to be" dé ndi ai d6 1a ai, lam nghé gi, tir ddu dén, trong thé nao. Trong tiéng
Viét, chit "1a" va "thi" gan giéng né. Trong tiéng Anh, gin nhu cdu ndo ciing can mot
dong tir, va voi nhitng cau nay dong tir d6 chinh 1a "to be".

You use "to be" to say who someone is, what they do, where they come from and what they are

like. Vietnamese has "la" and "thi" for this. In English almost every sentence needs a verb, and
for these sentences that verb is "to be".

Chon am, is hay are theo chu ngir — Choosing am, is or are
O hién tai, "to be" ¢6 ba dang. Chu ngir (nguodi hoac vat ding dau cau, lam viéc duoc noi
té1) quyét dinh ban chon dang nao.

In the present, "to be" has three forms. The subject (the person or thing the sentence is about)
decides which one you use.

Chu ngir Dang cia to be Vi du

Subject Form of "to be" Example

t01 thi, 1a
’ I am a student.

1 am
anh 4y, c6 4y, nd, mot ngudi hodc mot vat sd it thi, 1a .

Y ) ¥, o, me g. ; o o She is a nurse.
he, she, it, one person or thing is
ban, ching t6i, ho, nhiéu nguoi hoac nhiéu vat thi, 1a They are my
you, we, they, more than one are friends.

1. Tim chi ngit cta cau. Hoi: cdu ndy ndi vé ai hodc cai gi?
Find the subject. Ask yourself: who or what is this sentence about?
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2. Néu chu ngtr [a "[" thi dung "am". Néu 1a mot nguodi hodc vat s it (he, she, it, my
father, the book) thi dung "is".
If the subject is "I", use "am". If it is one person or thing (he, she, it, my father, the book),
use "is".

3. Céc truong hop con lai (you, we, they, hodc tir chi s6 nhiéu nhu my parents) thi ding

In all other cases (vou, we, they, or plural words like my parents), use "are".

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Giéi thiéu ban than: "I am Linh. I am twenty. I am from Da Nang. My
father is a driver. My parents are teachers." Nghia 1a: "T6i 1 Linh. T6i hai muoi tudi. Toi dén
tir Da Nang. B6 t6i 1a tai xé. B6 me t6i 1a gido vién."

Introducing yourself: "l am Linh. I am twenty. [ am from Da Nang. My father is a driver. My parents
are teachers."

Dang rut gon — Contractions
Khi néi va viét than mat, nguoi ta noi chi nglr véi "to be" bang dau nhdy don. Cau ngan
lai, nghe ty nhién hon.

In speech and informal writing, people join the subject and "to be" with an apostrophe. The
sentence gets shorter and sounds more natural.

* [ am thanh "I'm"; he is thanh "he's"; she is thanh "she's"; it is thanh "it's".
I am becomes "I'm"; he is becomes "he's"; she is becomes "she's"; it is becomes "it's".

* you are thanh "you're"; we are thanh "we're"; they are thanh "they're".
you are becomes "you're"; we are becomes "we're"; they are becomes "they're".

Cau phu dinh — Negative sentences

Muon noéi "khong phai, khong", ban thém "not" ngay sau am, is, are. C6 hai cach rat gon:
"is not" thanh "isn't", "are not" thanh "aren't". V&1 "I am not" chi rut duoc thanh "I'm
not", khong c6 "amn't".

To say "is not" or "are not", add "not" right after am, is or are. Two short forms exist: "is not"

becomes "isn't" and "are not" becomes "aren't". "I am not" can only become "I'm not"; there is
no "amn't".

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — "I'm not a doctor." (T6i khong phai béc si.) "He isn't at home." (Anh
4y khong ¢ nha.) "We aren't late." (Chung t6i khong mudn.)
"I'm not a doctor.” "He isn't at home." "We aren't late."

Cau héi Yes/No — Yes/No questions

Cau hoi Yes/No 1a cau hoi ma ban tra 10 bang "co" hodc "khéng". Cach 1am rat gon: dua
am, is, are 1én dau cau, trude chi ngi.

A Yes/No question is one you answer with "yes" or "no". The method is simple: move am, is or
are to the front, before the subject.

1. Viét cau khang dinh: "She is a student."
Write the statement: "She is a student.”
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2. bao "is" lén trude chu ngii: "Is she a student?"
Move "is" before the subject: "Is she a student?"

3. Tra 10i ngan: "Yes, she is." hodc "No, she isn't." Cau tra 101 khang dinh khong rut gon:
khong néi "Yes, she's".
Give a short answer: "Yes, she is." or "No, she isn't." A positive short answer is never
contracted: do not say "Yes, she's".

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Héi "Are you from Hue?" (Ban dén tir Hué phai khong?). Dap "Yes, I
am." hodc "No, I'm not." Chu y d6i "you" thanh "I" khi tra 15i.

Ask "Are you from Hue?" Answer "Yes, [ am." or "No, I'm not." Notice that "vou" changes to """ in the
answer.

Cho hay sai — Common mistakes

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — B6 "to be" truc tinh tir. Tiéng Viét néi "C6 ay
rat cao" khong can dong tir, nén nhiéu ban viét "She very tall". Cau dtng: "She is very tall."
Leaving out "to be" before an adjective. Vietnamese says "Cé dy rat cao” with no verb, so many
learners write "She very tall". The correct sentence is "She is very tall."”

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Chon sai dang theo chu ngit, nhu "I is a student"
hodc "They is teachers". Hay nhin chu ngit trudc r0i m&i chon am, is, are.

Choosing the wrong form for the subject, such as "l is a student"” or "They is teachers". Look at the
subject first, then pick am, is or are.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Viét "Yes, she's" dé tra 10i ngén, hogc "I amn't"
khi phit dinh. Ca hai déu sai.

Writing "Yes, she's" as a short answer, or "l amn't" in the negative. Both are wrong.

Tuw kiém tra — Quick check

* Pién am, is hoic are: "My sister ...... a dentist." (Chi t6i 1a nha si.) Pap éan: is, vi "my
sister" 1a mdt nguoi.
Fill in am, is or are: "My sister ...... a dentist." Answer: is, because "my sister" is one
person.

« Viét phii dinh rat gon: "They are students." (Ho 1a sinh vién.) Pap an: "They aren't
students."
Make it negative with a contraction: "They are students."” Answer: "They aren't students."
« P6i thanh cdu héi: "You are a teacher." (Ban 1a gido vién.) Pap 4an: "Are you a
teacher?"
Make it a question: "You are a teacher.” Answer: "Are you a teacher?"
« Stra 18i: "He very busy today." (Hom nay anh 4y rat ban.) Pap an: "He is very busy
today."
Correct the mistake: "He very busy today." Answer: "He is very busy today."
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1.2. Pai tir nhan xung, tinh tir sé hiru va dai tir sé hivu — 1.2. Subject Pronouns,

Possessive Adjectives and Possessive Pronouns

Dai tir nhan xung 1a tir thay cho nguoi hodc vat, dé ban khoi nhéc lai tén nhiéu lan. Thay
vi n6i "Lan thich Lan's phong", ban n6i "C6 ay thich phong ciia minh". Tiéng Anh c6 bén
dang tir cho mdi ngdi, va mdi dang ding & mot vi tri ¢6 dinh.

A pronoun replaces a person or thing, so you do not repeat the name. Instead of "Lan likes Lan's
room", you say "She likes her room". English has four forms for each person, and each form sits
in a fixed position.

Bon dang ctia mdt ngdi — The four forms of one person

Lay ngoi "t6i" 1am mau. "I" lam chu ngit, dung trude dong tir. "Me" 1am tan ngit, dimg
sau dong tur hodc gidi tur. "My" 1a tinh tir s¢ hitu, luén dung trude danh tir. "Mine" 1a dai
tir s& hiru, ty ding mdt minh, khong ¢ danh tir theo sau.

Take "I" as the model. "I" is the subject and comes before the verb. "Me" is the object and comes

after a verb or a preposition. "My" is a possessive adjective and always comes before a noun.
"Mine" is a possessive pronoun and stands alone, with no noun after it.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Bén cau ciing mot ngdi: "I like this bike." (T6i thich chiéc xe dap
nay.) "Tom helps me." (Tom gitp t6i.) "This is my bike." (Pay la xe dap cua t6i.) "This bike
is mine." (Chiéc xe dap nay 1a cta t6i.)

Four sentences, one person: "l like this bike." "Tom helps me." "This is my bike." "This bike is mine."

Bang tra cidc ng6i — Quick-reference table

Cach chon dung dang — How to pick the right form

1. Tim dong tir chinh cta cau. Tir dung trude dong tir va lam chi thé thi dung dang chi
ngit: I, he, she, we, they.
Find the main verb. The word before it that does the action takes the subject form: I, he, she,
we, they.

2. Tu dang sau dong tir hoac sau gioi tu (to, with, for) thi dung dang tan ngtr: me, him,
her, us, them.
A word after a verb or a preposition (to, with, for) takes the object form: me, him, her, us,
them.

3. Théy danh tir ngay sau chd tréng thi dung tinh tir s¢ hitu: my, your, his, her, its, our,
their.
If a noun follows the gap, use a possessive adjective: my, your, his, her, its, our, their.

4. Khong co6 danh tir sau chd tréng thi dung dai tr s hiru: mine, yours, hers, ours, theirs.
If no noun follows the gap, use a possessive pronoun: mine, yours, hers, ours, theirs.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Néi vé gia dinh: "My sister is a nurse. She works with her friends.
Her car is red, and mine is blue." Nghia: "Chi t6i 1a y ta. Chi lam viéc vdi ban cua chi. Xe cua
chi mau do, con xe cua toéi mau xanh."

Talking about family: "My sister is a nurse. She works with her friends. Her car is red, and mine is

blue."
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Its vait's — Its and it's

Hai tir ndy doc gidng nhau nhung khac nghia. "Its" 13 tinh tir s& hitu: "The dog wants its
ball" (Con chdé muén qua bong ciia nd). "It's" 1a viét gon cua "it is" hodc "it has": "It's
cold today" (Hom nay trdi lanh). Mubn kiém tra, ban thir thay bang "it is". Thay duoc thi
viét it's, khong thi viét its.

The two words sound the same but mean different things. "Its" is a possessive adjective: "The
dog wants its ball." "It's" is short for "it is" or "it has": "It's cold today." To check, try "it is". If it
fits, write it's. If not, write its.

S6 hiru cach 's — The possessive 's

Véi nguodi hoac con vat, ban thém 's sau tén dé chi cua ai. "Mai's bag" 1a tii ciia Mai.
Danh tir s6 nhiéu tan cing bang s chi thém déu phay trén: "my parents' house" (nha cta
bd me t61). Khong dung 's thay cho dai tir s¢ hitu: néi "The bag is Mai's" (Cai tai 13 cta
Mai).

For people and animals, add 's after the name to show ownership. "Mai's bag" is Mai's bag. A

plural noun ending in s takes only the apostrophe: "my parents' house". You can also use it
alone: "The bag is Mai's."”

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Viét "Your welcome" hogc "The cat licked it's
paw". Pling 14 "You're welcome" (you are) va "its paw". Ciing dung viét "hers" hay "your's":
dai tir s¢ hiru khong c6 dau phay trén.

Writing "Your welcome" or "The cat licked it's paw". The correct forms are "You're welcome" (you

Ui

are) and "its paw". Never write "hers'" or "your's": possessive pronouns take no apostrophe.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Dung "I" sau dong tir hodc gidi tir, vi du "Give
it to I". Pung 1a "Give it to me". Cau "He and me are friends" cling sai, phai la "He and I are
friends".

Using "I" after a verb or preposition, as in "Give it to I". The correct form is "Give it to me". "He and
me are friends" is also wrong: say "He and I are friends".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Dung "he" hay "she" cho "its" va nguoc lai:
"his" 1a ctia anh éy, "her" 1a ctia cO éy, "its" chi cho vat hoac con vat.

Mixing up his, her and its: "his" belongs to a man, "her" to a woman, "its" only to a thing or an
animal.

« Ty kiém tra: dién tir dtng. (1) "This is ...... book" (cta toi). (2) "The book is ...... "

(cua toi). (3) "I'like ...... " (co Ay). (4) "The cat drinks ...... milk" (stra cua no). Pap
an: (1) my, (2) mine, (3) her, (4) its.
Self-check: fill in the correct word. (1) "This is ...... book." (2) "The book is ......." (3) "I like

....... "(4) "The cat drinks ...... milk." Answers: (1) my, (2) mine, (3) her, (4) its.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Tinh tir s¢ hitu luon ¢ danh tir theo sau (my bag), dai tir s&
hiru thi drmg mot minh (the bag is mine). "Its" khong c6 dau phay trén, con "it's" nghia 1a "it

1s".

A possessive adjective always has a noun after it (my bag), a possessive pronoun stands alone (the

bag is mine). "Its" has no apostrophe, while "it's" means "it is".
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1.3. There is va there are dé néi c6 cai gl & dau — 1.3. There Is and There Are for
Saying What Exists Where

Khi muén néi "trong phong cé mot cai ban" hay "o phd nay co hai quan ca phé", tiéng
Anh dung there is hodc there are. Cau tric nay bao cho ngudi nghe biét mot thir dang ton
tai & mot noi. Tir there & day khong c6 nghia 1 " d6", né chi giir chd dau cau gidng chir
"co" trong tiéng Viét.

When you want to say that something exists somewhere, English uses there is or there are. The
structure tells the listener that a thing is present in a place. Here "there" does not mean "in that
place". It simply opens the sentence, much like "co" in Vietnamese.

Cau khang dinh - Affirmative sentences

Chon is hay are theo danh tir ding ngay sau né. Danh tir s it hodc khong dém duoc thi
dung is. Danh tir s6 nhiéu thi dung are. Khi n6i nhanh, ngudi ta rat gon there is thanh
there's.

Choose is or are according to the noun right after it. Use is for a singular or uncountable noun.
Use are for a plural noun. In speech, people usually shorten there is to there's.

Dang Di véi Vidu

Form Used with Example

S6 it danh tir s6 it, danh tir khong dém duoc There is a clock on the
Singular a singular or uncountable noun wall.

S6 nhiéu danh tir s6 nhiéu

There are two windows.
Plural a plural noun

1. Nhin danh tir dau tién ban mudn néi téi. S6 it hay khong dém dugc thi 13y is, s6 nhiéu
thi lay are.
Look at the first noun you want to mention. Take is for singular or uncountable, are for
plural.

2. Viét There + is/are, roi tr chi lugng: a hodc an cho mot vat, some cho vai vat, hodc
mot con so.
Write There + is/are, then a quantity word: a or an for one thing, some for several, or a
number.

3. Thém danh tir, roi thém noi chdn & cudi cau.
Add the noun, then put the place at the end of the sentence.

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — M5 ta phong hoc: "There is a whiteboard at the front. There are thirty
chairs and five tables. There is some paper on the teacher's desk." Nghia la: ph1a trudc c6 mot
cai bang trang, c6 ba muoi cai ghé va ndm cai ban, trén ban gido vién co it gidy.

Describing a classroom: There is a whiteboard at the front. There are thirty chairs and five tables.
There is some paper on the teacher's desk.

Phu dinh va cau héi — Negatives and questions

Phu dinh thém not: there isn't hodc there aren't. Truge danh tir s& nhiéu va danh tir khong
dém duogc, dung any thay cho some. Cau héi dao is hoic are 1én trude there.
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For the negative, add not: there isn't or there aren't. Before plural and uncountable nouns, use
any instead of some. For questions, move is or are in front of there.

Loai cau S6 it S6 nhiéu
Type Singular Plural
Khang dinh o

wang ‘?‘ There is a lift. There are some shops.
Affirmative
Phu dinh . .

4 d.! There isn't a lift. There aren't any shops.
Negative

Au hoi .
Cau ,01 Is there a lift? Are there any shops?
Question

Tra 101 ngan lap lai is hodc are, khong nhéc lai danh tir: "Yes, there is." "No, there isn't."
"Yes, there are." "No, there aren't." Khong rtt gon thanh "Yes, there's".

Short answers repeat is or are and leave out the noun: "Yes, there is." "No, there isn't." "Yes,
there are." "No, there aren't." Do not shorten to "Yes, there's".

GHI CHU / NOTE - Quy tic dung a, some, any: a hodc an cho danh tir #m duoc sb it.
Some cho cau khang dinh véi danh tir s nhidu hoic khong dém dugc. Any cho cau pha dinh
va cau hai.

The rule for a, some and any: a or an with a singular countable noun. Some in affirmative sentences
with plural or uncountable nouns. Any in negatives and questions.

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Hoéi vé khu phd. A hoi gan day c6 ngan hang khong, B dép cé. A hoi
tiép c6 quan an nao khong, B dap khong co. A: "Is there a bank near here?" B: "Yes, there is."
A: "Are there any restaurants?" B: "No, there aren't."

Asking about a neighbourhood. A asks if there is a bank nearby, B says yes. A asks about restaurants,

B says there are none. A: Is there a bank near here? B: Yes, there is. A: Are there any restaurants? B:
No, there aren't.

Chd hay sai — Common mistakes

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Ngudi Viét hay dich "c6" thanh have & dau cau:
"In my room have a desk", "Have a pharmacy near here?". Cau diung la "There is a desk in my
room" va "Is there a pharmacy near here?". Have chi di v&i nguoi hodce vat lam cha: "My
room has a desk" diing vi chu ngir 1a my room.

Vietnamese speakers often turn "co" into have at the start of a sentence: "In my room have a desk”,
"Have a pharmacy near here?". The correct forms are "There is a desk in my room" and "Is there a

pharmacy near here?". Have needs an owner as subject: "My room has a desk" is correct because the
subject is my room.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Ba 15i khéc: "There have two beds" (phai 1a
there are), "There is two chairs" (phai 1a there are), "Is there any chairs?" (phai 1a Are there
any chairs?).

Three more errors: "There have two beds" (should be there are), "There is two chairs" (should be
there are), "Is there any chairs?" (should be Are there any chairs?).
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MEO / TIP — Khi liét k&, dong tir thuong theo danh tir dau tién: "There is a desk and two
chairs." Nhung néu danh tir ¢au 14 s6 nhiéu thi dung are.

In a list, the verb usually agrees with the first noun: "There is a desk and two chairs."” If the first noun
is plural, use are.

Luyén nhanh — Quick practice

« Dién is, are, isn't hodc aren't: "...... a park in my town." (Thi tran t6i c6 mot cong
vién.) Péap an: There is, vi park 1 s it, nghia khang dinh.
Fill in is, are, isn't or aren't: "There ...... a park in my town." Answer: is, because park is
singular and the sentence is affirmative.

« Pién some hoic any: "There aren't ...... shops here." (O day khong c6 cira hang ndo.)
Dép an: any, vi 1a cau phu dinh.
Fill in some or any: "There aren't ...... shops here." Answer: any, because the sentence is
negative.

* Stra cau: "Have two books on the table." Dap an: "There are two books on the table."
(Trén ban c6 hai quyén sach.)
Correct the sentence: "Have two books on the table.” Answer: "There are two books on the
table."

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — There is + danh tir s6 it hodc khong dém duge. There are +
danh tir s6 nhidu. Phu dinh ding isn't hodc aren't v6i any. Cau hoi dao: Is there...? Are
there...? Tra 10i ngén: Yes, there is. No, there aren't.

There is + singular or uncountable noun. There are + plural noun. Negatives use isn't or aren't with
any. Questions invert: Is there...? Are there...? Short answers: Yes, there is. No, there aren't.

1.4. Have got va have dé noi vé sé hiru — 1.4. Have Got and Have for Possession

Have got va have déu noi vé s hitu: ban ¢ céi gi, c6 ai trong gia dinh. Hai cach nay gan
nhu cung nghia. Vi du ban mudn noéi "Téi c6 mot chiée dién thoai", ban co thé noi b'fmg
mot trong hai cach. Khac nhau cha yéu ¢ cach tao cau phu dinh va cau hoi.

Have got and have both talk about possession: what you own, and who is in your family. They

mean almost the same thing. If you want to say "I have a phone", you can use either form. The
main difference is how you build negatives and questions.

Dang khang dinh — Positive form

Véi have got, dung have got cho I, you, we, they va has got cho he, she, it. V&i have,
dung have cho I, you, we, they va has cho he, she, it. Trong van noi, nguoi ta hay rat gon:
I've got, she's got.

With have got, use have got for I, you, we and they, and has got for he, she and it. With have, use

have for I, you, we and they, and has for he, she and it. In speech, people often contract: I've got,
she's got.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — No6i vé d6 dung ca nhan: "I've got a new laptop." nghia 13 "T6i c6 mot

chiéc laptop méi." Cach khéc: "I have a new laptop." Vi ngdi thir ba: "She has got two
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bags." hodc "She has two bags." (C6 dy c6 hai chiéc tui.)
Talking about personal belongings: "I've got a new laptop." Another way: "I have a new laptop." With
the third person: "She has got two bags." or "She has two bags."

Dang phu dinh — Negative form

Vi have got, thém not ngay sau have/has: have not got (haven't got), has not got (hasn't
got). Vo1 have, muogn trg dong tir do/does: don't have, doesn't have. Sau doesn't, dong tur
tr& vé dang gbc 1a have, khong phai has.

With have got, add not straight after have or has: have not got (haven't got), has not got (hasn't

got). With have, borrow the helper verb do or does: don't have, doesn't have. After doesn't, the
verb goes back to its base form have, never has.

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — "I haven't got a brother." va "I don't have a brother." cting nghia: "T6i
khong c6 anh/em trai." Vi ng6i thir ba: "He hasn't got a car." va "He doesn't have a car."
(Anh 4y khong c6 xe hoi.)

"I haven't got a brother." and "I don't have a brother.” mean the same. With the third person: "He
hasn't got a car.”" and "He doesn't have a car."”

Dang cau héi — Questions
Véi have got, ddo have/has 1én trudc chu ngir. V6i have, dat do/does 1€n dau cau va gitr

have sau cha ngir. Cau tra 10i ngin dung lai have/has hoic do/does, khong lip got.

With have got, move have or has in front of the subject. With have, put do or does at the start
and keep have after the subject. Short answers reuse have/has or do/does, without repeating got.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Héi vé anh chi em: "Have you got any sisters?" — "Yes, I have." (Ban
c6 chi/em gai nao khong? — C6.) Cach khac: "Do you have any sisters?" — "No, I don't."
(Khong.)

Asking about siblings: "Have you got any sisters?" — "Yes, I have." Another way: "Do you have any
sisters?" — "No, I don't.”

Dang cau Have oot Have (véi do/does)
Form g Have (with do/does)

Khang dinh

. She has got a sister. She has a sister.

Positive
Phu dinh . .

; She hasn't got a sister. She doesn't have a sister.
Negative
Cau hoi . .

, Has she got a sister? Does she have a sister?
Question

Anh — Anh va Anh - My - British and American English

Tiéng Anh Anh dung have got rat nhiéu trong vin noi. Tiéng Anh My thudng chon have
v6i do/does, va have got nghe hoi than mat. Ca hai déu dung, ban hiéu duoc ca hai. Khi
thi, hiy chon mot cach va dung nhat quan trong ca cau.

Tai liéu nay dugc bién soan boi ddi ngli ciia website: https://tailicuso.vin
Trang 15



Dé cuong on tdp Ngoai ngit F2 / English F2 Exam Revision Guide (Bilingual)

British English uses have got a lot in speech. American English usually prefers have with
do/does, and have got sounds a little informal. Both are correct, and you should understand
both. In an exam, pick one form and keep it consistent within the sentence.

Luu ¥: have got chi dung dé noi s¢ hitu va quan hé & hién tai. Vi cac nghia khac, chi
dung have. Vi du: "have breakfast" (dn sang), "have a shower" (tim), "have a good time"
(vui vé). Khong néi "have got breakfast".

Note: have got only expresses possession and relationships in the present. For other meanings,
use have only. For example: "have breakfast", "have a shower", "have a good time". Never say
"have got breakfast".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — L&i hay gip nhét 13 tron hai cach: "Do you have
got a pen?" hodc "She doesn't have got a bike." Sai vi do/does da lam trg dong tir, nén khong
thém got. Stra: "Do you have a pen?" hodc "Have you got a pen?"; "She doesn't have a bike."
hodc "She hasn't got a bike."

The most common mistake is mixing the two forms: "Do you have got a pen?" or "She doesn't have got
a bike." These are wrong because do/does is already the helper verb, so you cannot add got. Fix: "Do
you have a pen?" or "Have you got a pen?"; "She doesn't have a bike." or "She hasn't got a bike."

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai thir hai: ding has sau does, nhu "Does he
has a phone?" Pting 1a "Does he have a phone?"

The second mistake is using has after does, as in "Does he has a phone?" The correct form is "Does
he have a phone?"

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Have got: he/she/it ding has got, pht dinh haven't/hasn't
got, hdi dao have/has Ién trude. Have: phu dinh va hoi dung don't/doesn't, do/does, roi have.
Khoéng bao gid ghép do/does véi got.

Have got: he, she and it take has got, negatives use haven't or hasn't got,; questions move have or has
to the front. Have: negatives and questions use don't or doesn't, do or does, then have. Never combine
do or does with got.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Bai luyén nho: sira cdu "Does Mai have got a brother?" Dép an:
"Does Mai have a brother?" hodc "Has Mai got a brother?" (Mai c6 anh/em trai khong?) Bai
2: viét phu dinh cua "They've got a printer." Dap an: "They haven't got a printer." hodc "They
don't have a printer." (Ho khong c6 may in.)

Mini practice: correct "Does Mai have got a brother?" Answer: "Does Mai have a brother?" or "Has
Mai got a brother?" Exercise 2: make "They've got a printer.” negative. Answer: "They haven't got a
printer." or "They don't have a printer."

1.5. Danh tir ¢m dwgc, khong dém dwoce va tir chi lwong — 1.5. Countable and

Uncountable Nouns with Quantifiers

Danh tir dém duoc 1a thit ban dém tung cai mot: mdt qua tring, hai qua ca chua, ba cai
tai. Danh tir khong dém duoc 1 thir ban khoéng dém riéng timg cai, nhu gao, nudc,
duong, dau an. Ra cho ban mua "ba qua tring" nhung mua "mat it gao". Tiéng Anh tach
hai nhém nay rat r3, va tir chi lwong di theo tirng nhom.
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Countable nouns are things you can count one by one: one egg, two tomatoes, three bags.
Uncountable nouns are things you do not count separately, such as rice, water, sugar and oil. At

the market you buy "three eggs" but "some rice". English keeps the two groups apart, and
quantity words follow the group.

Cach nhin biét — How to tell them apart

1. Thir dém tryc tiép bang "one, two, three". Noi dugc "two eggs" thi "egg" 1a dém
duoc. Khong noi dugce "two rices" thi "rice" 1a khong dém duoc.
Try counting with "one, two, three". You can say "two eggs", so 'egg'is countable. You
cannot say "two rices", so 'rice' is uncountable.

2. Néu d¢ém duoc, nd c6 sb nhidu thém s: "egg, eggs". Néu khong dém duoc, ban khong
thém s va dung dong tir s6 it: "The rice is cheap."
If it is countable, it has a plural with s: "egg, eggs". If it is uncountable, never add s and use
a singular verb: "The rice is cheap."

3. Mudn dém vat khong dém duoc, dit mot don vi dém trude nd: "a bottle of water, a
kilo of rice, a piece of advice".

To count an uncountable thing, put a unit before it: "a bottle of water, a kilo of rice, a piece
of advice".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Tiéng Viét n6i "mét 16i khuyén, nhiéu thong tin,
hai mén dd ndi thit", nén ban dé viét sai "informations, advices, furnitures". Ba tir nay la
khong dém duoc trong tiéng Anh. Viét ding: "some information, a piece of advice, two
pieces of furniture". Céc tir cting kiéu: news, homework, luggage, money, bread, weather.
Vietnamese says "a piece of advice, much information, two items of furniture”, so learners write
"informations, advices, furnitures". These three words are uncountable in English. Write: "some

information, a piece of advice, two pieces of furniture". Others of the same kind.: news, homework,
luggage, money, bread, weather.

Avaan — A and an

A va an chi ding trude danh tir dém duogc s6 it, nghia 1a "mot". Chon theo 4m dau, khong
theo chir cai: am phu am dung a, &m nguyén am dung an. Vi du "a banana, an egg, an
onion", va cling "an hour" (h cadm), "a university" (doc nhu "yu").

A and an go only before singular countable nouns, and mean "one". Choose by the first sound,
not the first letter: a consonant sound takes a, a vowel sound takes an. For example "a banana,
an egg, an onion”, and also "an hour" (silent h) and "a university" (starts with a "yu" sound).

Some, any, much, many, a lot of — Some, any, much, many, a lot of

« Some dung trong cau khang dinh, v6i ca hai nhém: "I need some eggs. I need some
oil." Lo1 moi va 101 nho ciing dung some: "Would you like some tea?"
Use some in positive sentences with both groups: "I need some eggs. I need some o0il." Offers
and requests also take some: "Would you like some tea?"

* Any dung trong cau phu dinh va cau hoi: "We don't have any milk. Do you have any
bananas?"
Use any in negatives and questions: "We don't have any milk. Do you have any bananas?"
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« Many di v6i danh tir d¢m duogc s6 nhiéu: "many eggs". Much di v6i danh tir khong
dém duogc: "much rice". Hai tir nay hay gip trong cau phu dinh va cau hoi.
Many goes with plural countable nouns: "many eggs". Much goes with uncountable nouns:
"much rice". Both are common in negatives and questions.

« A lot of ding dugc vdi ca hai nhom, nhat 1a trong cau khang dinh: "a lot of eggs, a lot
of rice".
A lot of works with both groups, especially in positive sentences: "a lot of eggs, a lot of rice".

« A few di v6i dém dugc sd nhiéu, nghia 13 "vai cai, du dung": "a few onions". A little di
v6i khong dém duoc, nghia la "mot chut": "a little salt". Bo chir a di thi nghia thanh
"gan nhu khong co".

A few goes with plural countable nouns and means "some, enough": "a few onions". A little
goes with uncountable nouns and means "a bit": "a little salt". Drop the a and the meaning
becomes "almost none".

Tir chi lwgng | Véi danh tir dém dwoc sé nhiéu Véi danh tir khéng dém dwoc
Quantifier With plural countable nouns With uncountable nouns
dung dugc khong dung dugc
many
Yes No
much khong dung duoc dung duoc
No Yes
a lot of dung dugc dung dugc
Yes Yes
\ Kho \
2 fow dung duoc ong dung duoc
Yes No
. kho ) )
4 little ong dung dugc dung dugc
No Yes
some. an dung dugc dung dugc
- any Yes Yes

How much va How many — How much and How many

Hoi s6 lugng thi chon theo nhom danh tir. Pém duge dung "How many + danh tir s6
nhiéu". Khong dém duoc ding "How much + danh ti". "How much is it?" con dung dé
hoi gia.

To ask about quantity, choose by noun group. Countable nouns take "How many + plural noun".
Uncountable nouns take "How much + noun". "How much is it?" also asks for a price.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — N4u com chién: ban dém nguyén liéu. Cau mau: "I need three eggs,
some rice, a little oil and a few spring onions. I don't need much salt." nghia 13 "T6i can ba
qua trimg, mot it gao, mot chit dau va vai cay hanh 14. T6i khong can nhiéu mubi." Hoi lai:
"How many eggs do you need?" "Three." Roi: "How much oil do you need?" "Just a little."
Cooking fried rice: you count the ingredients. Model sentences: "l need three eggs, some rice, a little

oil and a few spring onions. I don't need much salt." Then: "How many eggs do you need?" "Three."
And: "How much oil do you need?" "Just a little."
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Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Bai luyén nho, dap an ghi sau mili tén 1a ddu hai cham. Mot: "We
don't have ...... milk" (Nha minh khong c6 stta). Pap an: any, vi cau phu dinh. Hai: "How
...... tomatoes do you want?" (Ban mudn bao nhiéu qua ca chua?). Pap an: many, vi
tomatoes dém dugc. Ba: "She gave me ...... advice." (C6 4y cho t6i 101 khuyén). Pap an:
some, vi advice khong dém dugc.

Short practice, with answers included. One: "We don't have ... ... milk." Answer: any, because the
sentence is negative. Two: "How ...... tomatoes do you want?" Answer: many, because tomatoes are
countable. Three: "She gave me ...... advice." Answer: some, because advice is uncountable.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Many v6i dém dugc, much voi khong dém dugc, a lot of
v6i ca hai. A few véi dém duoc, a little voi khong dém duoc. Information, advice, furniture,
news, homework khong bao gio thém s.

Many with countable, much with uncountable, a lot of with both. A few with countable, a little with
uncountable. Information, advice, furniture, news and homework never take s.

1.6. Pai tir bat dinh: someone, anything, nobody, everywhere — 1.6. Indefinite
Pronouns: Someone, Anything, Nobody, Everywhere

Pai tir bat dinh 1a nhitng tr chi nguoi, vat hay noi chdn ma ban khong noi 14 1a ai, céi gi,
& dau. Vi du doi thuong: ban nghe tiéng g cira va hoi "Co ai d6 ngoai kia khong?", ban
chua biét nguoi d6 12 ai. Tiéng Anh c6 sin mot bd tir cho kiéu noi nay.

Indefinite pronouns point to a person, thing or place without saying exactly which one. Think of
hearing a knock and asking "Is anyone out there?"” You don't know who it is. English has a
ready-made set of words for this.

Bo tir duoc ghép tir hai phan. Phan dau 1a some-, any-, no- hodc every-. Phan sau 1 -one,
-body (chi ngudi), -thing (chi vét) hodc -where (chi noi chén). Ghép bdn véi bon ra mudi
sau tur.

Each word has two parts. The first part is some-, any-, no- or every-. The second part is -one, -
body (people), -thing (things) or -where (places). Four times four gives sixteen words.

Noi chén (-
where)
Places

Nghia Nguwoi (-one, -body) Vit (-thing)

Meaning People Things

some-: c6 mdt (khong rd)

o someone, somebody something somewhere
Zz)}:: bat ky, c6 nao khong anyone, anybody anything anywhere
;1;)_—: khong ai, khong gi, khong dau no one, nobody nothing nowhere
every-: tit cd, moi everyone, everybody everything everywhere

every-
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Céch chon nhom dau tién giéng some va any. Some- dung trong cau khang dinh va trong
101 moi, 10i dé nghi. Any- ding trong cau pha dinh va ciu hoi. No- mang nghia phi dinh
san. Every- chi toan bo.

The choice follows the same pattern as some and any. Use some- in positive sentences, offers

and requests. Use any- in negatives and questions. No- is already negative. Every- means all of
them.

Chia dgng tir va khong dung hai tir phu dinh — Verbs and double negatives

Moi tir trong bang déu coi 1a sb it, ké ca everyone du nghia 1a "moi ngudi". Vi vy dong
tir chia s it: "Everyone is here" (Moi ngudi déu c6 mit). Vi "has got", dung "Nobody
has got a key" (Khong ai c6 chia khoa).

Every word in the table counts as singular, even everyone, which means "all the people". So the
verb is singular: "Everyone is here." With have got, say "Nobody has got a key."

Tiéng Anh chi cho mot tir pha dinh trong mdt ménh dé. Mudn phu dinh, chon mot trong
hai cach: dung no- véi dong tir khang dinh, hodc dung any- véi dong tir phu dinh. Hai
cach cung nghia.

English allows only one negative word per clause. To make a negative, choose one of two ways:
no- with a positive verb, or any- with a negative verb. Both mean the same.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Hai cach néi diing: "There is nothing in the box" va "There isn't
anything in the box", cung nghia "Khong c6 gi trong hop".
Two correct ways. "There is nothing in the box." and "There isn't anything in the box."

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Cau sai: "I don't know nobody here" (hai tir pht
dinh). Stra thanh "I don't know anybody here" hodc "I know nobody here".
Wrong: "l don't know nobody here.” Fix it: "I don't know anybody here." or "l know nobody here."

Cac budc chon tir — Steps for choosing the word

1. Xéc dinh ban néi vé nguoi, vat hay noi, dé chon -one/-body, -thing hay -where.
Decide if you mean a person, a thing or a place, to pick -one/-body, -thing or -where.

2. Xem cau la khéng dinh, phu dinh hay cau hoi dé chon some-, any- hoac no-. Mubdn
no6i "tat ca" thi chon every-.
Check whether the sentence is positive, negative or a question to pick some-, any- or no-.
For "all", pick every-.

3. Kiém tra chi c6 mot tir phu dinh, rdi chia dong tir ¢ s it.
Make sure there is only one negative word, then use a singular verb.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Tim d6 thét lac. Ban hoi ban cung 16p vé chiéc vi d& mét. Cau hoi:
"Has anyone seen my wallet?" nghia 14 "C6 ai thiy vi ciia minh khong?"'. Ban kia dap:
"Nobody has seen it, but I looked everywhere." nghia 1a "Khong ai thiy c4, nhung minh da
tim khip noi."

Looking for a lost item. You ask a classmate about your missing wallet. You say: "Has anyone seen my
wallet?" The classmate answers.: "Nobody has seen it, but I looked everywhere."
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Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Néi tiép: "I can't find it anywhere. Maybe I left it somewhere in the
library." nghia 1a "Minh khong tim thay & d4u ca. C6 1& minh dé quén ¢ dau d6 trong thu
vién."

You go on: "I can't find it anywhere. Maybe I left it somewhere in the library."

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Hoi duong. Ban hoi nguoi qua dudng: "Excuse me, is there anywhere
to eat near here?" nghia 13 "Xin 13i, gan day c6 chd nao an khong?". Ngudi kia dap: "Sorry, I
don't know anything about this area." nghia 1a "Xin 13i, t6i chang biét gi vé khu nay."

Asking the way. You ask a passer-by: "Excuse me, is there anywhere to eat near here?" The person
replies: "Sorry, I don't know anything about this area."

MEO / TIP — Cau moi hodc dé nghi vin dung some-: "Would you like something to drink?"
(Ban mudn udng gi khong?), vi ngudi néi mong nhan cau tra 10i "co".

Offers and requests still use some-: "Would you like something to drink?" The speaker expects the
answer "yes".

« Bai luyén nho: dién some-, any-, no- hoic every- vao "There isn't ...... in the fridge"
(Trong tu lanh khong c6 gi). Bap an: anything, vi dong tur da phu dinh.
Mini practice: fill in the blank in "There isn't ... ... in the fridge." Answer: anything, because
the verb is already negative.

* Chon tir dung: "Everybody ...... happy today" (HOm nay ai ciing vui), is hay are. Bap
an: is, vi everybody 14 sé it.
Choose the right verb: "Everybody ...... happy today." Answer: is, because everybody is
singular.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Bén tién t6 some-, any-, no-, every- ghép vdi -one, -body, -
thing, -where. Moi tir déu chia sd it, va m&i ménh d& chi c6 mot tir phu dinh.

Four prefixes some-, any-, no-, every- combine with -one, -body, -thing, -where. All take singular
verbs, and each clause has only one negative word.

1.7. Giéi tir chi noi chon: in, on, at, next to, between, opposite — 1.7. Prepositions
of Place: In, On, At, Next To, Between, Opposite

Gidi tir chi noi chdn 14 nhimg tir nhd dung truée danh tir dé cho biét mot vat hodc nguoi
nam & dau. Ba tir hay gip nhét 13 in, on, at. Hy hinh dung ban chi dudng cho mot ngudi
ban: luc thi no6i "trong thanh phé", lic no6i "trén ban", lac noéi "o tram xe buyt". Tiéng Viét
ding "¢" cho ca ba, con tiéng Anh phai chon dang tir.

Prepositions of place are small words that go before a noun to show where a person or thing is.

The three most common are in, on and at. Vietnamese uses "¢" for all three, but English makes
you choose the right one.

Ba tir in, on, at — The three words: in, on, at

In dung khi vat ndm bén trong mot khoang khong gian cé ranh gigi: thanh phd, nuéc,
phong, hdp, tai. On dung khi vat nam trén mot bé mat, hodc sat mot duong théng nhu con
phd, bd song. At ding cho mdt diém cu thé, nhu mot chd hen hay mot noi dé lam viée
quen thude.
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In is for something inside a space with limits: a city, a country, a room, a box, a bag. On is for
something on a surface, or along a line such as a street or a river bank. At is for a specific point,
such as a meeting place or a place where you do a usual activity.

Gioi tir
Prepositi

Dung véi Vidu

Used with Example
on

. thanh phd, nuéc, phong, ho L
in i pRO, NUGE, PIONE, 0P She lives in Da Nang.
cities, countries, rooms, boxes

on bé mit, con phé, téng The book is on the
surfaces, streets, floors table.
diém cu thé, noi lam viéc, hoc ta

at : 7C, oc tap We meet at the bus stop.

specific points, work and study places

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Cym c6 dinh: in bed (trén givong, dang nam), on the first
floor (& ting mot), at home (¢ nha), at school (6 truong), at work (¢ chd 1am), in a car (trong
xe hoi), on a bus (trén xe buyt).

Fixed phrases: in bed, on the first floor, at home, at school, at work, in a car, on a bus.

Cac gidi twr chi vi tri kKhac — Other position words

Nhiing tir sau cho biét vi tri so v&i mot vat khac. Next to nghia l1a "ngay canh". Between
nghia 1a "¢ giita hai vat". Opposite nghia 14 "d6i dién", hai vat nhin nhau qua dudng hay
ban. Under 1a "du6i", behind 1a "phia sau".

These words show a position compared with another thing. Next to means "right beside".

Between means "in the middle of two things". Opposite means "facing", with a street or table
between them. Under means "below" and behind means "at the back of".

« Next to dung cho hai vat sat nhau: "The bank is next to the café." (Ngan hang nam
canh quan ca phé.)
Next to is for two things side by side: "The bank is next to the café.”

« Between ludn can hai vét, nbi bang and: "The shop is between the bank and the
school." (Ctra hang nam gitra ngan hang va truong hoc.)
Between needs two things joined by and: "The shop is between the bank and the school.”

« Opposite dung khi hai vat & hai phia d6i nhau: "The park is opposite the station."
(Cong vién doi dién nha ga.)
Opposite is for two things on facing sides: "The park is opposite the station.”

Cach mo tad mot vi tri — How to describe a position

1. Chon vat 1am mdc, 13 vat nguoi nghe dé nhin thay, vi du nha ga hodc cai ban.
Pick a landmark the listener can easily see, such as a station or a table.

2. Chon gidi tir theo quan hé: bén trong thi in, trén bé mit thi on, diém hen thi at, con lai
dung next to, between, opposite, under, behind.

Choose the preposition by the relationship: inside is in, on a surface is on, a meeting point is
at, otherwise next to, between, opposite, under or behind.
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3. Ghép thanh cau: vat can tim + is + gidi tir + mdc.
Build the sentence: the thing you describe + is + preposition + landmark.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Ban d6 khu phé: ¢6 mot con phd, bén trai 1a ngan hang, bén phai 1a
truong hoc, & giita 13 hiéu sach. Cong vién nam phia bén kia dudng. Ban mo ta: "The
bookshop is between the bank and the school. The park is opposite the bookshop. The bus
stop is next to the school. Wait for me at the bus stop." Nghia: hi¢u sach ¢ gilta ngan hang va
truong; cong vién ddi dién hiéu sach; tram xe buyt canh truong; hay doi toi ¢ tram xe buyt.

A neighbourhood map: one street, a bank on the left, a school on the right, a bookshop in the middle,
and a park across the road. You say: "The bookshop is between the bank and the school. The park is
opposite the bookshop. The bus stop is next to the school. Wait for me at the bus stop."”

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Trong phong: laptop nam trén ban, gidy dudi giwdng, cai ghé sau
canh ctra, dén canh givdong. Ban noi: "The laptop is on the desk. My shoes are under the bed.
The chair is behind the door. The lamp is next to the bed."

In a room: a laptop on the desk, shoes under the bed, a chair behind the door, a lamp beside the bed.
You say: "The laptop is on the desk. My shoes are under the bed. The chair is behind the door. The
lamp is next to the bed."

Cho hay sai — Common mistakes

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: "I wait in the bus stop." Tram xe buyt 13
mot diém hen, nén dung at: "I wait at the bus stop."
Wrong: "l wait in the bus stop." A bus stop is a point, so use at: "l wait at the bus stop."”

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: "My uncle lives on Hue city." Thanh phd 1a
mot khoang khong gian, nén ding in: "My uncle lives in Hue." Con tén pho thi dung on: "He
lives on Tran Phu Street."

Wrong: "My uncle lives on Hue city." A city is a space, so use in: "My uncle lives in Hue." For a street
name, use on.: "He lives on Tran Phu Street.”

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: "The shop is between the bank." Between
can hai mdc: "between the bank and the school."

Wrong: "The shop is between the bank." Between needs two landmarks: "between the bank and the
school."

Tu kiém tra: dién in, on hoic at vao cau "The keys are ...... my bag, and the bag is ......
the sofa." Pap an: in my bag (trong tii), on the sofa (trén ghé sofa). Cau nghia la: chia
khoa & trong thi, con tai & trén ghé sofa.

Quick check: fill in in, on or at: "The keys are ...... my bag, and the bag is ...... the sofa."”
Answer: in my bag, on the sofa. The keys are inside the bag, and the bag rests on the sofa.

1.8. Dat cau héi Yes/No va cau héi co tir dé hoi — 1.8. Yes/No Questions and Wh-
Questions

Cau hoi Yes/No 1a cdu hoi ma ngudi tra 10i chi can néi "co" hodc "khong". Vi du ban hoi
ban cung 16p: "Ban c6 phai sinh vién nim nhat khong?". Cau hoi co tir dé hoi (Wh-
question) ding dé hoi thong tin cu thé nhu tén, noi &, 1y do, va khong thé dap bang "co"
hay "khong".
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A Yes/No question can be answered with just "yes" or "no". For example, you ask a classmate:
"Are you a first-year student?" A Wh- question asks for specific information, such as a name, a
place or a reason, so "yes" or "no" is not a proper answer.

Cau héi Yes/No — Yes/No questions

Tro dong tir 1a dong tir ding trude dé "giup" cau hoi thanh hinh. Trong muc nay ban gip
ba loai: am/is/are (to be), do/does (cho dong tr thuong) va have/has (trong have got).
Quy tdc chi co mét: dua tro dong tur lén dau cau, roi toi chu ngir, 101 tGi phén con lai.

An auxiliary verb is a "helper"” verb that stands at the front of a question. You will meet three

kinds here: am/is/are (to be), do/does (for ordinary verbs) and have/has (in have got). The rule is
simple: put the auxiliary first, then the subject, then the rest.

1. Xac dinh cau khang dinh gbc, vi du "You are from Hanoi." (Ban dén tir Ha Noi.)
Start with the statement, for example "You are from Hanoi."”

2. Néu cu c6 to be hodc have got, dao to be/have 1én trudc chu ngir: "Are you from
Hanoi?"
If the sentence has to be or have got, move be/have in front of the subject: "Are you from
Hanoi?"

3. Néu cau c6 dong tur thuong, muon do/does dat trudc chu ngilr va tra dong tu vé dang
gdc: "She lives here." thanh "Does she live here?"

If the sentence has an ordinary verb, add do/does before the subject and use the base verb:
"She lives here." becomes "Does she live here?"

4. Tra loi ngén bé‘mg chinh tr¢g dong tir d6: "Yes, [ am." / "No, she doesn't."
Give a short answer with the same auxiliary: "Yes, [ am." / "No, she doesn't."”
Does dung v6i he, she, it va danh tur sb it. Do dung véi I, you, we, they va danh tu sb
nhiéu. Sau does, dong tir khong thém s.

Use does with he, she, it and singular nouns. Use do with I, you, we, they and plural nouns. After
does, the verb does not take -s.

Cau hdi co tir dé héi — Wh- questions

Tir dé hoi dimg dau ciu, sau d6 13 ciu tric cua cau Yes/No. Cong thic: tir dé hoi + trg
dong tur + chu ngr + dong tur.

The question word comes first, followed by the Yes/No pattern: question word + auxiliary +
subject + verb.

Tir héi Héi vé Vi du
Question word Asks about Example
cai gi su vat, viéc . .
£ T i What is your major?
What things, actions
& dau noi chén .
Where do you live?
Where place
khi ndo thoi diém
) When does the class start?
When time
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Tir hoi Hoéi vé Vidu
Question word Asks about Example

ai nguoi .
Who is your teacher?
Who people y
tai sao 1y do
: Why are you late?
Why reason y y
nhu thé nao cach thurc, tinh tran
T & How do you go to school?

How manner, condition
bao lau mot lan muc do thuong xuyén .

L . i B Xty How often do you study English?
How often frequency
bao lau, trong bao lau khoang thoi gian .

’ g & , £ How long does the trip take?
How long length of time

Cau héi chu ngix — Subject questions

Khi who hodc what chinh 1a chu ngit, ban khong can do/does va khong déo trat tu. Clr coi
who/what nhu mét ch ngit s6 it roi néi tiép dong tir.

When who or what is the subject, you do not need do/does and you do not change the word
order. Treat who/what as a singular subject and add the verb.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — So sanh hai cau. Héi vé tan ngit: "Who does Nam like?" nghia 1a
"Nam thich ai?". Hoi vé chii ngit: "Who likes Nam?" nghia 1a "Ai thich Nam?"'. Cau thtr hai
dung "likes" c6 s va khong c6 does.

Compare the two questions. Asking about the object: "Who does Nam like?" Asking about the subject:
"Who likes Nam?" The second one uses "likes" with -s and has no does.

Vi du: phéng van ban méi quen — Example: interviewing a new friend

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Ban héi mot ban méi trong 16p. "Are you a new student?" (Ban la
sinh vién méi 4?) "Where do you live?" (Ban séng & dau?) "Does your sister study here to0?"
(Chi ban ciing hoc ¢ day a?) "How often do you take the bus?" (Ban di xe buyt bao lau mot
1an?) "Who is your best friend here?" (Ai la ban than nhat ctia ban & day?)

You interview a new classmate: "Are you a new student?"” "Where do you live?" "Does your sister
study here too?" "How often do you take the bus?" "Who is your best friend here?"

Chd hay sai — Common mistakes

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Quén trg dong tir: "Where you live?" 1a sai. Viét
dang: "Where do you live?"
Leaving out the auxiliary: "Where you live?" is wrong. Write: "Where do you live?"

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Thém s sau does: "Does she lives here?" 13 sai.
Viét dung: "Does she live here?"
Adding -s after does: "Does she lives here?" is wrong. Write: "Does she live here?"
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LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Dung do vdi to be: "Do you are tired?" 13 sai.
Viét ding: "Are you tired?"
Using do with to be: "Do you are tired?" is wrong. Write: "Are you tired?"

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Dung does trong cau hoi chii ngit: "Who does

like music?" 12 sai. Viét dang: "Who likes music?"
Using does in a subject question: "Who does like music?" is wrong. Write: "Who likes music?"

« Ty kiém tra: sira ciu "How often you play football?" (Ban choi bong da bao lau mot
1an?). Pap an: "How often do you play football?", vi thiéu do trudc chi ngir.
Check yourself: fix "How often you play football?" Answer: "How often do you play
football?" because do is missing before the subject.

1.9. Bai tap van dung c¢0 10i giai — 1.9. Applied exercises with solutions

Bai 1. Pién chd trong trong doan gidi thiéu hai ban hoc — Exercise 1. Fill the gaps in a
short text about two classmates

Pién vao mdi chd tréng mot tir: "Minh and Nam ...... students. ...... school is near my
house. The red bike is ....... " Nghia: "Minh va Nam 14 sinh vién. Truong ciia ho gan nha
t6i. Chiéc xe dap d6 1a cua t61." Chd trong cudi nghia 1a "cua t6i".

Fill each gap with one word: "Minh and Nam ... ... students. ...... school is near my house. The
red bike is ....... " The last gap means that the bike belongs to me.

1. Chd trong thir nhat: Minh va Nam 1 hai nguoi, tuong duong "they", nén dong tir to
be 1a "are".
Gap 1: Minh and Nam are two people, the same as "they", so the verb to be is "are".

2. Chd trong thir hai dtimg trude danh tir "school" nén can tinh tir s& hiru. Nghia "cta ho"
la "Their".
Gap 2: it comes before the noun "school”, so a possessive adjective is needed. "Of them" is
"Their".

3. Chd tréng thir ba dtrng cudi ciu, sau nod khong c6 danh tur, nén can dai tir s& hitu.
Nghia "cua t61" 1a "mine".
Gap 3: it ends the sentence with no noun after it, so a possessive pronoun is needed.
"Belonging to me" is "mine".

4. Két qua: "Minh and Nam are students. Their school is near my house. The red bike is
mine." Pap an lan luot: are, Their, mine.
Result: "Minh and Nam are students. Their school is near my house. The red bike is mine."
The answers in order: are, Their, mine.

Bai 2. M6 ta can phong cua Ha va dem do6 vat — Exercise 2. Describing Ha's room and
counting the things in it

Phong ctia Ha c6 1 ban hoc, 1 dén dét trén ban, 2 ghé canh ban, 3 quyén sach trén gia va
khong c6 tivi. Viet 4 cau tiéng Anh dung there is hodc there are cho deén, ghe, sach, tivi.
Sau @6 tinh tong s6 d6 vat gom ban, deén, ghé va sach.
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Ha's room has 1 desk, 1 lamp on the desk, 2 chairs next to the desk, 3 books on the shelf and no
TV. Write four English sentences with there is or there are for the lamp, the chairs, the books
and the TV. Then work out the total number of things: desk, lamp, chairs and books.

1. Beén chi c6 mdt cai nén dung there is, thém gidi tir on cho vi tri trén mat ban: "There
is a lamp on the desk."
There is one lamp, so use there is, and add "on" for a position on a surface: "There is a
lamp on the desk."

2. Ghé c6 hai cai nén dung there are, vi tri canh ban ding next to: "There are two chairs
next to the desk."
There are two chairs, so use there are, and "next to" for the position beside the desk: "There
are two chairs next to the desk."

3. Sach c6 ba quyén nén dung there are, vi tri trén gia dung on: "There are three books
on the shelf."

There are three books, so use there are, and "on" for the shelf: "There are three books on the
shelf."

4. Khong c¢ tivi thi dung dang phu dinh cua there is: "There isn't a TV in the room."
With no TV, use the negative of there is: "There isn't a TV in the room."

5. Tinh tong: ban 1 + dén 1 + ghé 2 + sach 3 = 7. Két qua: c6 7 dd vat trong phong,
khong tinh tivi vi khong co.
Add up: desk 1 + lamp 1 + chairs 2 + books 3 = 7. Result: there are 7 things in the room,
and the TV is not counted because it is not there.

Bai 3. Diit ciu héi cho phan trong ngoiic vudng — Exercise 3. Writing questions for the
part in square brackets

Pit cdu hoi cho phan trong ngodc vudng & (a), (b), (c), rdi viét cdu hoi Yes/No cho (d).
(a) "Lan is from [Da Nang]." (b) "Tom has got [a red car]." (c¢) "There are [four] chairs in
the kitchen." (d) Cau hoi Yes/No tur cau (b).

Write a question for the part in square brackets in (a), (b) and (c), then write a Yes/No question
for (d). (a) "Lan is from [Da Nang]." (b) "Tom has got [a red car]." (c) "There are [four] chairs
in the kitchen." (d) A Yes/No question made from sentence (b).

1. Cau (a) hoi vé noi chén nén dung tir & hoi where. Pua to be 1én trude chi ngi:
"Where is Lan from?"

(a) asks about a place, so use the question word where. Put the verb to be before the subject:
"Where is Lan from?"

2. Cau (b) hoi vé vat so hitu nén ding what. Pua has 1én trudc chu ngir: "What has Tom
got?"
(b) asks about the thing owned, so use what. Put has before the subject: "What has Tom
got?"

3. Cau (c) hoi s6 luong cua danh tir dém duoc nén dung how many, roi ddo there are
thanh are there: "How many chairs are there in the kitchen?"

(c) asks about the number of a countable noun, so use how many, then turn there are into
are there: "How many chairs are there in the kitchen?"
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4. Cau (d) chi can dua has 1én dau cau va giit nguyén phan con lai: "Has Tom got a red
car?" Két qua: Where is Lan from? What has Tom got? How many chairs are there in
the kitchen? Has Tom got a red car?

(d) just put has at the start and keep the rest: "Has Tom got a red car?" Result: Where is

Lan from? What has Tom got? How many chairs are there in the kitchen? Has Tom got a
red car?

1.10. Cau hoi ty luan va dan y tra loi — 1.10. Essay questions and answer outlines

Cau 1. Giii thich cach chon am, is, are va cach phan biét tinh tir s¢ hiru véi dai tir
s& hiru. Cho vi du.

Question 1. Explain how to choose am, is or are, and how to tell a possessive adjective from a
possessive pronoun. Give examples.

« Am di v6i 1, is di véi he, she, it va danh tir s6 it, are di voi you, we, they va danh tir s6
nhiéu. Vi du: "I am tall", "She is a nurse", "They are late".
Am goes with I, is goes with he, she, it and singular nouns, and are goes with you, we, they
and plural nouns. For example: "I am tall", "She is a nurse", "They are late".

* Phu dinh thém not sau to be: is not hay isn't, are not hay aren't. Cau hoi dua to be 1é€n
trudc chu ngir: "Is she a nurse?".
For a negative, add not after to be: is not or isn't, are not or aren't. For a question, put to be
before the subject: "Is she a nurse?”

* Tinh tir s¢ hiru (my, your, his, her, our, their) luén ding truéc mdt danh tir. Vi du:
"This is my pen".
A possessive adjective (my, your, his, her, our, their) always stands before a noun. For
example: "This is my pen."

* Pai tir s¢ hiru (mine, yours, hers, ours, theirs) ding mot minh, thay cho ca cum tinh tur
sO hitu va danh tir. Vi du: "This pen is mine".
A possessive pronoun (mine, yours, hers, ours, theirs) stands alone and replaces the whole
phrase of possessive adjective and noun. For example: "This pen is mine."

Ciu 2. So sanh there is, there are véi have got: mdi cau triic dung khi nao, chia thé
nao.

Question 2. Compare there is, there are and have got: when to use each one and how each one
changes form.

« There is, there are noi c6 cai gi & dau. There is di voi danh tir s6 it hodc khong dém
duoc, there are di v6i danh tir s6 nhiéu.
There is and there are say that something exists in a place. There is goes with singular or
uncountable nouns, and there are goes with plural nouns.

* Have got, has got noi ai so hitu gi. I, you, we, they dung have got; he, she, it dung has
got.
Have got and has got say who owns what. I, you, we, they use have got, and he, she, it use
has got.

* Phu dinh: "There isn't a sofa", "She hasn't got a sister". Cau hoi: "Is there a sofa?",
"Has she got a sister?".
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Negatives: "There isn't a sofa”, "She hasn't got a sister". Questions: "Is there a sofa?", "Has
she got a sister?"

« Hai cdu "There is a bed in my room" va "I have got a bed" khac nhau: cdu dau noi vi
tri, cau sau ndi nguoi sé hiru.
The sentences "There is a bed in my room" and "l have got a bed" differ: the first tells where
something is, and the second tells who owns it.

Céu 3. Phan biét danh tir 3ém dwoc va khong dém dwoc, rdi néu cich dung some,
any, much, many, a lot of.

Question 3. Explain the difference between countable and uncountable nouns, and how to use
some, any, much, many and a lot of-

* Danh tir d&m dugc dém bang so, c6 dang so nhiéu va di voi a hoac an ¢ s0 it: a book,
two books.

Countable nouns can be counted with numbers, have a plural form, and take a or an in the
singular: a book, two books.

* Danh tir khong dém duogc nhu water, milk, rice, money khong c6 dang s6 nhiéu va
khong dung a hodc an. Po bang don vi: a glass of water.
Uncountable nouns such as water, milk, rice and money have no plural and do not take a or
an. Measure them with a unit: a glass of water.

« Many va how many di v6i danh tir d¢m dugc sé nhiéu. Much va how much di véi
danh tir khong dém duoc. A lot of dung duoc cho c4 hai loai.
Many and how many go with plural countable nouns. Much and how much go with
uncountable nouns. A lot of works with both kinds.

« Some dung trong cau khang dinh, any dung trong cau phil dinh va cau hoi. Ldi hay
gap: "much books", "two milks".

Some is used in positive sentences, and any in negatives and questions. Common mistakes:
"much books", "two milks".

Céu 4. Trinh bay cach dung dai tir bit dinh va gi6i tir chi noi chdn in, on, at, next to,
between, opposite.

Question 4. Describe how to use indefinite pronouns and the prepositions of place in, on, at,
next to, between and opposite.

« Someone, something, somewhere dung trong cau khang dinh. Anyone, anything,
anywhere dung trong cau phu dinh va cau hai.
Someone, something and somewhere are used in positive sentences. Anyone, anything and
anywhere are used in negatives and questions.

« Nobody, nothing, nowhere di mang nghia phu dinh nén dong tir giir dang khang dinh:
"Nobody is here". Everyone, everything, everywhere nghia 13 tt ca.
Nobody, nothing and nowhere already carry a negative meaning, so the verb stays positive:
"Nobody is here". Everyone, everything and everywhere mean all.

« Cac dai tir nay di v6i dong tir ngdi thir ba s6 it: "Everyone is happy", "Someone has
got my key".
These pronouns take a third person singular verb: "Everyone is happy", "Someone has got
my key."
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* In no6i bén trong mot khong gian, on nodi trén bé mit, at n6i mot diém. Vi du: "in the
box", "on the table", "at the door".
In means inside a space, on means on a surface, and at means at a point. For example: "in
the box", "on the table", "at the door".

* Next to 1a bén canh, between 1a ¢ gitra hai vat, opposite 1a ddi dién: "The shop is
opposite the bank".

Next to means beside, between means in the middle of two things, and opposite means facing:
"The shop is opposite the bank."

1.11. Cau héi tric nghiém — 1.11. Multiple-choice questions

1. Chon tir dién vao chd tréng: "That bag is not yours. It's ....... " (Céi tui do khong phai
cua ban. No la cua t6i1.)
Choose the word that fills the gap: "That bag is not yours. It's ... .... "
A1
B. my
C. mine
D. me

2. Chon tir dung dién vao chd tréng dé héi c6 sira trong tii lanh khong: "....... any milk in

the fridge?" (Co6 chut sira nao trong tu lanh khong?). Tt "milk" nghia 1a sira.
Choose the correct words to ask whether there is milk in the fridge: "... ... any milk in the
fridge?"”

A. Is there

B. Has there

C. Have there

D. Are there

3. Chon tir dung dién vao chd tréng: "Tom ...... got a sister." (Tom c6 mdt chi gai.)
Choose the correct word to fill the gap: "Tom ... ... got a sister."
A. has
B. having
C.is
D. have

4. Chon tir dung dé hoi luong nudc uéng mdi ngay: "How ...... water do you drink a
day?"
Choose the correct word to ask about the amount of water you drink: "How
you drink a day?"

...... water do

A. many
B.a

C. few
D. much
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5. Chon tir dung dién vao chd trong: "There isn't ...... in the box." (Khong ¢o gi trong
hop.)
Choose the correct word to fill the gap: "There isn't ... ... in the box."

A. something
B. anything
C. nothing
D. everything

6. Chon tir ding: ngan hang nam & giira buu dién va quan ca phé. "The bank is ...... the
post office and the café."

Choose the correct word.: the bank stands in the middle of the post office and the café. "The
bank is ... ... the post office and the cafeé."

A.on

B. opposite
C. next

D. between

7. Chon cach héi dung: gido vién ctia ban dén tir Canada khong? "...... your teacher from
Canada?"

Choose the correct question: is your teacher from Canada? "... ... your teacher from
Canada?"

A. Has
B.Is

C. Are
D. Does

8. Chon cau hoi dung cho nghia "C6 ay dén tir dau?"
Choose the correct question that means "Where does she come from?"
A. Where does she from?
B. Where she is from?
C. Where is she from?
D. Where from is she?
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Chuong 2. Giao tiép mé dau: chao héi, lam quen, gio giac va
ngay thang — Chapter 2. Getting Started: Greetings, Introductions, Times and
Dates

Muc tiéu chwong — Chapter objectives

« Chao hoi, ty gi6i thiéu va gidi thiéu nguoi khac bang tiéng Anh, chon 10i chdo ding
theo thoi diém trong ngay va mirc do than quen.
Greet people, introduce yourself and introduce others in English, choosing the right greeting
for the time of day and how well you know the person.

* Boc va noi ding s6 dém, sd thur tu, s6 dién thoai, nam, gi0, thir va ngay thang béng
tiéng Anh.
Read and say cardinal numbers, ordinal numbers, phone numbers, years, times, days and
dates correctly in English.

« Dung in, on, at v&i thoi gian dé hen gip, gitr va két thiic cudc tro chuyén ngan, va xin
nhic lai khi chua nghe 1.
Use in, on and at with time expressions to arrange a meeting, keep and end a short
conversation, and ask someone to repeat when you did not hear clearly.

2.1. Chao héi theo thoi diém trong ngay va mirc dd than quen — 2.1. Greeting
People by Time of Day and Level of Formality

Chao hoi giébng nhu g cira trude khi vao nha: cdu dau tién quyét dinh cudc ndi chuyén
bat dau thé nao. Tiéng Anh chon 10i chao theo hai diéu: luc nao trong ngdy va ban néi
chuyén véi ai. Nam hai diéu nay 14 ban chao diing & moi tinh hudng thudng gip ¢ trudng.
A greeting is like knocking before you enter a house: the first sentence sets the tone. English

picks a greeting by two things: the time of day and the person you are talking to. Once you know
both, you can greet anyone you meet at university.

Chon 10i chao theo thoi diém — Choosing a greeting by time of day

"Hello" dung dugc ¢ moi lic va véi moi ngudi, nén 1a 161 chao an toan nhat. "Hi" ngén
va than mat hon, hgp voi ban bé. Ba cau "Good morning", "Good afternoon", "Good
evening" lich su hon va di theo gio trong ngay.

"Hello" works at any time with anyone, so it is the safest greeting. "Hi" is shorter and friendlier,

and fits with friends. "Good morning", "Good afternoon" and "Good evening" sound more polite
and follow the clock.

Loi
chao
Greeting

Dung khi nao

When to use it

Good Gap nhau tir sang dén khoang 12 gio trua.

morning  You meet someone from early morning until about noon.
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Loi
chao
Greeting

Dung khi nao

When to use it

Good . Y

afternoo Gap nhau tur trura dén khoang 5 hoac 6 gio chicu.
You meet someone from noon until about 5 or 6 p.m.

n

Good Gip nhau tir chidu muodn dén hét budi tbi.

evening  You meet someone from late afternoon through the evening.

Moi lac, moi ngudi, ca lich sy 1an binh thuong.
Any time, any person, polite or neutral.

Hello

Moi ltc, nhung chi véi ban be, nguoi cung tuoi.

Hi
Any time, but only with friends and people your age.

Ranh gidi gio khong ctimg. Nguoi ban ngit ciing hoi khac nhau, nén ban cir theo moc &
bang la du an toan.

The time limits are not strict. Native speakers vary a little, so the times in the table are a safe
guide.

Hoi tham va dap lai - Asking and answering "How are you?"

Sau 10i chio, nguoi ta thuong hoi tham. Pay 13 phép lich sy, nguoi hoi khong chd ban ké
bénh tat hay chuyén budn. Ban tra 1i ngén roi héi lai.

After the greeting, people usually ask how you are. It is a polite habit, not a request for your life
story. Answer briefly, then ask back.

1. Nhin dong hd dé biét dang 13 sang, chiéu hay toi.
Check the clock: is it morning, afternoon or evening?

2. Nhin ngudi d6i dién. Vi thiy co, nguoi 16n tudi, ngudi la thi chon "Good
morning/afternoon/evening". Véi ban than thi "Hi" 1a du.

Look at the person. For teachers, older people and strangers, use "Good
morning/afternoon/evening". For close friends, "Hi" is enough.

3. V&1 nguoi can ton trong, thém "Mr." hoac "Ms." va ho, vi du "Good morning, Mr.
Brown."

For someone you must respect, add "Mr." or "Ms." and the family name, for example "Good
morning, Mr. Brown."

4. Héi tham: "How are you?" véi nguoi lich sy, "How's it going?" voi ban be.
Ask: "How are you?" for polite situations, "How's it going?" for friends.

5. Pap ngan rdi hoi lai: "Fine, thanks. And you?" C6 thé thay "Fine" bang "Great",
"Very well", "Not bad" (tam 6n), "So-so" (tam tam).
Answer briefly and ask back: "Fine, thanks. And you?" You can replace "Fine" with
"Great", "Very well", "Not bad" (okay) or "So-so" (average).
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Chao tam biét — Saying goodbye

"Goodbye" lich su, dung véi thay c6 va nguoi 1on. "Bye" va "See you later" (hen gip lai)
hop véi ban bé. "Have a nice day" 13 15i chuc, thém vao cubi cau cho 4m ap. Budi tdi,
ban doi thanh "Have a nice evening".

"Goodbye" is polite and suits teachers and older people. "Bye" and "See you later" fit friends.

"Have a nice day" is a wish you add at the end to sound warm. In the evening, change it to
"Have a nice evening".

Hai doan hoi thoai miu — Two model dialogues

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Hoi thoai mau 1, sinh vién Linh gip thiy giao lic 8 gid sang. Linh
n6i: "Chao budi sang, thdy Brown." Thay dap: "Chao bubi sang, Linh. Em khoe khong?"
Model dialogue 1, a student, Linh, meets her teacher at 8 a.m. Linh: "Good morning, Mr. Brown."
Teacher: "Good morning, Linh. How are you?"

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Linh dap: "Em khoe, cam on thay. Con thay a?" Thay no6i: "Thay rat
khode, cam on. Hen mai gap lai." Linh chao: "Tam biét thﬁy."

Linh: "I'm fine, thank you. And you?" Teacher: "Very well, thanks. See you tomorrow." Linh:
"Goodbye, Mr. Brown."

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Hoi thoai mau 2, Linh gip ban ciing phong 14 Minh vao budi sang.
Linh: "Chao Minh! Dao nay sao r6i?" Minh: "Cling 6n, cam on. Con ban?"

Model dialogue 2, Linh meets her roommate, Minh, in the morning. Linh: "Hi, Minh! How's it going?"
Minh: "Not bad, thanks. How about you?"

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Linh: "Minh kh4 6n. Minh di thu vién day." Minh: "U, hen gip lai
nhé!" Linh: "Tam biét, chic ban mot ngay t6t lanh!"

Linh: "Pretty good. I'm going to the library.” Minh: "OK. See you later!" Linh: "Bye! Have a nice
day!"

Hai doan giéng nhau vé ciu tric: chao, hoi tham, dap, tam bi¢t. Chi d6 trang trong khac
nhau: thﬁy 6 thi c6 "Mr.", "Goodbye"; ban thi "Hi", "See you later".

Both dialogues have the same structure: greeting, asking, answering, goodbye. Only the
Sformality changes: "Mr." and "Goodbye" for the teacher, "Hi" and "See you later" for the friend.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Nhiéu ban chao "Good night" khi vira gip nhau
budi t6i. "Good night" chi dung khi chia tay hodc di ngu. Gap nhau luc 7 gio tdi, ban noi
"Good evening". Chia tay luc 10 gid d€m mai ndi "Good night".

Many learners say "Good night" when they first meet someone in the evening. "Good night" is only for
leaving or going to bed. At 7 p.m., say "Good evening". At 10 p.m., when you part, say "Good night".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Chi tra 16i "Fine" rdi im 1ing nghe cut lim. Hay
thém "thanks" va hoi lai "And you?".

Answering only "Fine" and then going silent sounds abrupt. Add "thanks" and ask back with "And
you?".

* Luyén nhanh: 8 gi¢ sang, ban gép co6 gido. DPap an: "Good morning, Ms. Green."
Quick practice: you meet your teacher at 8 a.m. Answer: "Good morning, Ms. Green."
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« 7 gio tdi, ban gip ban cing phong vira vé. Pap an: "Hi! How's it going?" hodc "Good
evening!"
At 7 p.m., your roommate comes home. Answer: "Hi! How's it going?" or "Good evening!"
* 10 gio dém, ban di ngu va n6i voi ban cung phong. Pap an: "Good night!"
At 10 p.m., you go to bed and speak to your roommate. Answer: "Good night!"

2.2. Ty gioi thi€u: tén, tudi, qué quan, nganh hoc - 2.2. Introducing Yourself:
Name, Age, Hometown and Major

Ty gidi thi€u 1a viéc dau tién ban 1am khi gap ban hoc, thﬁy co hay ddi tac moi. Chi can
bdn thong tin: tén, tudi, qué quan, nganh hoc. Mbi thong tin img voi mot cau hoi quen
thudc, va ban tra 1o1 béng mot mau cau ngén.

Introducing yourself is the first thing you do when you meet a new classmate, teacher or partner.

You only need four facts: name, age, hometown and major. Each fact matches one common
question, and you answer with a short sentence pattern.

Bon cau hoéi va cach tra 10i — Four questions and how to answer them

"What's" 1 dang viét gon ciia "what is". "I'm" 1a dang viét gon cta "I am". Khi néi
chuyén, ngudi ban ngir gan nhu luén dung dang gon.

"What's" is the short form of "what is". "I'm" is the short form of "l am". In conversation, native
speakers almost always use the short forms.

Cau héi Cau tra 161 miu Cich néi khac
Question Sample answer Another way
Té la gi? o .

én ban 14 gi My name is Linh. I'm Linh.
What's your name?
Ban bao nhiéu tudi? o o

I'm nineteen. I'm nineteen years old.

How old are you?
B én tir dau? . .

an dén ti dau. I'm from Hai Phong. I come from Hai Phong.
Where are you from?
Ban hoc nganh gi? I study Information My major is Information
What do you study? Technology. Technology.

"Major" nghia la "nganh hoc chinh". Cau "What's your major?" héi cung mot y véi
"What do you study?".

'Major' means "the main subject you study at university". "What's your major?" asks the same
thing as "What do you study?".

Cach tra 1oi trng cau — How fo answer each question

1. Tén: néi "My name is" roi dén tén ban, hodc gon hon "I'm" rdi tén. Mudn ngudi nghe
goi ban bang tén ngan, thém "Please call me Ha."
Name: say "My name is" followed by your name, or the shorter "I'm" plus your name. If you
want people to use a short name, add "Please call me Ha."
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2. Tudi: ndi "I'm" rdi dén s6, vi du "I'm eighteen." C6 thé thém "years old" & cudi cho
day du.
Age: say "I'm" plus the number, for example "I'm eighteen.” You can add "years old" at the
end for a fuller sentence.

3. Qué quan: ndi "I'm from" rdi dén tén noi ban sinh ra hozc 16n 1én, vi du "I'm from Hai
Phong."
Hometown: say "I'm from" plus the place where you were born or grew up, for example "I'm
from Hai Phong."”

4. Nganh hoc: néi "I study" roi dén tén nganh. Néu mudn néi ban 1 sinh vién nim nhat,
thém "I'm a first-year student."

Major: say "I study" plus the name of your subject. To say you are in your first year, add
"I'm a first-year student.”

Panh van tén — Spelling your name

Khi nguoi nghe chua chic cach viét tén ban, ho hoi "How do you spell your name?". Ban
doc timg chir cai theo tén tiéng Anh ctia nd. Chir cai dimg d6i thi néi "double" trudc chir
do, vi du "double N" cho "NN".

When the listener is unsure how your name is written, they ask "How do you spell your name?".
You say each letter by its English name. For a repeated letter, say "double"” first, for example
"double N" for "NN".

Céach nhé nhanh 1a chia 26 chir cai theo 4m cudi gidng nhau. Chit Z doc "zed" & Anh va
"zee" 6 My.
A quick way to remember is to group the 26 letters by the sound they share. The letter Z is "zed"

in British English and "zee" in American English.

Nhom am Cac chir cai

Sound group Letters

nghe nhu "ay"

sounds like "ay"

A H,J, K

nghe nhu "i" kéo dai
sounds like a long "ee"

B,C,D,E,G,P, T,V

bat dau bang am "e"
starts with an "eh" sound

F,LLM,N,S,X,Z

nghe nh.u’ ai 5
sounds like "eye"

nghe nhu "u" kéo dai

sounds like a long "00" Q,U,W
dung riéng o

stand alone
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Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Héi: "How do you spell your name?" Pap: "It's M-I-N-H, A-N-H."
Ban doc 6 tirng chir va dirng nhe gitra ho, tén dém, tén.

Ask: "How do you spell your name?" Answer: "lt's M-I-N-H, A-N-H." Say each letter clearly and
pause briefly between the parts of your name.

Poan miu ciia mot sinh vién nim nhat & Hai Phong — Model paragraph from a first-year
student in Hai Phong

DPoan mau: "Xin chio moi ngudi. Tén minh 13 Tran Minh Anh. Minh mui chin tudi."
Hello, everyone. My name is Tran Minh Anh. I'm nineteen years old.

"Minh dén tir Hai Phong, mot thanh phd cang & mién Bac Viét Nam. Minh 14 sinh vién
niam nhat. Minh hoc nganh Céng ngh¢ thong tin."

I'm from Hai Phong, a port city in the north of Vietnam. I'm a first-year student. I study
Information Technology.

"Minh muén trd thanh ky su phﬁn mém. Rét vui duoc gap cac ban."
I want to be a sofiware engineer. Nice to meet you.

Cho hay sai — Common mistakes

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Viét "I am 19 years" 1a thiéu chit "old". Néi "I
am 19 years old" hodc gon "I am 19". Tiéng Anh ding "to be" véi tudi, khong dung "have".
Writing "l am 19 years" leaves out "old". Say "I am 19 years old" or simply "l am 19". English uses
"to be" with age, not "have".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Viét "My name's is Linh" 13 thira mot dong tir.
"'s" da l1a "is", nén chi néi "My name's Linh" hodc "My name is Linh".

Writing "My name's is Linh" has one verb too many. The "'s" already means "is", so say "My name's
Linh" or "My name is Linh".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — B6 dong tir "am" khi néi qué quan, nhu "I from
Hai Phong". Cau dung 1a "I'm from Hai Phong".

Dropping "am" when talking about your hometown, as in "l from Hai Phong". The correct sentence is
"I'm from Hai Phong".

Tuw kiém tra — Quick check

* Stra cau: "My name's is Hoa." Dap an: "My name's Hoa." (Tén minh 1a Hoa.)
Correct the sentence: "My name's is Hoa." Answer: "My name's Hoa."

«Piéntu:"...... do you study?" Pap an: What. Cau hoi nay hoi vé nganh hoc, nén ding
"what"
Fill in the blank: "...... do you study?" Answer: What, because the question asks about your
subject.

« Dién tir: "Where ...... you from?" Pap an: are, vi di v6i "you" thi dung "are". Nghia:
"Ban dén tir dau?"
Fill in the blank: "Where ...... you from?" Answer: are, because "are" goes with "you".
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2.3. Gi¢i thiéu ngwoi khac va dap 1oi khi dwge gidi thi€u — 2.3. Introducing Other
People and Responding

Khi gi6i thiéu nguoi khac, ban dong vai nguoi "bac cau": hai nguoi chua biét nhau, ban
noéi tén va vai thong tin dé ho bat chuyén duoc. Giéng nhu ban dit mot nguoi ban dén
chao 6ng ba hang xém, noi ngin gon "day la ai". Tiéng Anh c6 hai mau cau chinh, mot
than mat va mot trang trong hon.

When you introduce someone, you act as a bridge between two people who have not met. You

say their names and a little information so they can start talking. English has two main patterns:
one casual and one a bit more formal.

Hai miu cau gi6i thiéu — Two patterns for introducing people

Mau than mat dung "This is..." (day 1a...). Mau trang trong hon dung "I'd like you to
meet..." (t6i mudn ban gip...). "I'd" 1a cach viét rat gon cua "I would". Dung mau thir hai
khi giéi thiéu véi ngudi 16n tudi hon, cip trén hodc khach.

The casual pattern is "This is...". The more formal pattern is "l'd like you to meet...". "I'd" is
short for "I would". Use the second one with older people, a boss or a guest.

Tinh hudng MAiu ciu Vidu
Situation Pattern Example
ban bé cing tudi This is + tén -

e . This is Nam.
friends of the same age This is + name
nguoi 16n, cap trén, khach I'd like you to meet + tén I'd like you to
older people, a boss, a guest 1'd like you to meet + name meet Ms Hoa.

Sau tén, ban nén thém mot thong tin ngan dé hai ngudi c6 chuyén ndi: nghé, nganh hoc
hodc quan h¢ véi ban.

After the name, add one short fact so the two people have something to talk about: a job, a
major, or how you know the person.

Pap 101 khi dwoc gioi thi€u — Responding when you are introduced

Céach dap quen thudc nhat 1a "Nice to meet you." (rdt vui duoc gip ban). Nguoi kia dap
lai bang "Nice to meet you too." (t0i cling rat vui dugc gip ban). Tir "too" nghia la
"ciing". Hai bén thudng bt tay va mim cudi.

The most common reply is "Nice to meet you." The other person answers "Nice to meet you too."
The word "too' means "ciing". People usually shake hands and smile.

MEO / TIP — C6 thé néi thém "Pleased to meet you." (han hanh dugc gip), nghe lich sy hon
mot chut. Pimg chi im ling gat du, vi nguoi nude ngoai sé thay hoi lanh.

You can also say "Pleased to meet you.", which sounds slightly more polite. Do not just nod in silence,
as it can feel cold to English speakers.
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Mr, Mrs, Ms va cach goi tén — Mr, Mrs, Ms and how to address people

Mr (doc "mis-to") ding cho nam. Mrs dung cho phu nir da két hon. Ms (doc "mi-z") ding
cho phu nir n6i chung, khong can biét da két hon hay chwa. Khi khong chic, ban chon
Ms.

'Mr' is for men. "Mrs' is for married women. 'Ms' is for women in general, married or not. When
you are unsure, choose Ms.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Mr, Mrs, Ms luén di vi HQ (surname), khong di véi tén
riéng. Vi du ding: "Mr Brown", "Ms Taylor".
Mr, Mrs and Ms are used with the SURNAME, not the first name. Correct: "Mr Brown", "Ms Taylor".

First name 1a tén goi, dung trudc. Surname (con goi family name hay last name) 1a ho,
dung sau. Trong tiéng Anh, tén day du viét theo tht tu: first name roi surname. Khi dién
biéu mau, 6 "First name" ghi tén goi, 6 "Surname" ghi ho.

The first name is the given name and comes first. The surname (also called family name or last
name) comes last. In English, a full name is written as first name, then surname. On a form,
"First name" is the given name and "Surname" is the family name.

Tén diy du . Cach goi lich sw
First name | Surname .

Full name Polite form

Nguyén Vin Nam
N N M

Neuyen Van Nam am guyen r Nguyen

Tran Thu Ha

Tran Thu Ha Ha Tran Ms Tran

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Nguoi Viét hay goi theo thoi quen trong nudc:
"Mr Nam" hay "Ms Ha", tirc 14 Mr/Ms kém tén riéng. Cach ny sai trong tiéng Anh vi Mr/Ms
phai di v6i ho. Hay noi "Mr Nguyen", "Ms Tran". Néu khong rd ho, chi goi "Nam" hoic hoi
nguoi kia mubn duoc goi thé nao.

Vietnamese speakers often say "Mr Nam" or "Ms Ha", using Mr/Ms with the first name. This is wrong
in English, because Mr/Ms go with the surname. Say "Mr Nguyen" and "Ms Tran". If you do not know
the surname, just use "Nam" or ask how the person prefers to be called.

Cach lam: gi¢i thiéu mot nguwodi — How to do it: introducing one person

1. Nhin vao ngudi 16n tudi hodc cap cao hon trude, néi tén ngudi d6 roi méi nodi nguoi
con lai.
Look at the older or more senior person first and name that person first.

2. Chon méu cau: "This is..." néu than mat, "I'd like you to meet..." néu trang trong.
Choose the pattern: "This is..." if casual, "I'd like you to meet..." if formal.

3. Thém ho néu dung Mr/Ms, va mot thong tin ngin vé ngudi dugc gidi thiéu.
Add the surname if you use Mr/Ms, and one short fact about the person.

4. Cho hai nguoi chao nhau, roi n6i thém mot cAu mé dau chuyén.
Wait for the two people to greet each other, then add one line to start the conversation.
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Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Tinh huéng: Linh dan ban ctiing 16p 1a Nam dén gip chi Tran, truong
phong ¢ noi thuc tap. Linh néi: "Chi Tran, em mudn gidi thi€u ban Nam, ban hoc cung 16p
v6i em. Nam cling s€ thyc tap ¢ day."

Situation: Linh takes her classmate Nam to meet Ms Tran, the head of the department at the

internship. Linh says: "Ms Tran, 1'd like you to meet Nam. He is my classmate, and he will also do his
internship here."

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Nam bt tay va noi: "Nice to meet you, Ms Tran." Chi Tran dép:
"Nice to meet you too, Nam. Welcome to our team." Nghia 1a: "Rét vui duoc gip chi." va
"Chi ciing rat vui duoc gip em. Chao ming em dén véi nhom."

Nam shakes hands and says: "Nice to meet you, Ms Tran." Ms Tran replies: "Nice to meet you too,
Nam. Welcome to our team."

Trong vi du, Linh néi tén ngudi cdp cao trude, dung mau trang trong, va Nam goi "Ms
Tran" bang ho. Nam khong néi "Ms Ha" hay "Mr Nam".

In the example, Linh names the senior person first and uses the formal pattern, and Nam calls
her "Ms Tran" by her surname. He does not say "Ms" with a first name.

« Ty kiém tra: dién Mr hay Ms: "I'd like you to meet ...... Brown" (Brown la 6ng, nam).
Dap an: Mr, vi Brown 1a nam va Mr di v6i ho.
Quick check: fill in Mr or Ms: "l'd like you to meet ...... Brown" (Brown is a man). Answer:
Mr, because Brown is male and Mr goes with the surname.

« Ty kiém tra: tén "Lé Minh Anh" thi surname 13 gi? Pap an: Le, vi ho dng dau trong
tén Viét. Cach goi lich su: Ms Le (néu 12 ni).
Quick check: in the name "Le Minh Anh", what is the surname? Answer: Le, because the
family name comes first in Vietnamese names. Polite form: Ms Le (if female).

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Khi dién biéu miu tiéng Anh, nhiéu ban ghi tén
Vié¢t dang thi tu cii vao 6 "First name", vi du ghi "Nguyen" vao First name. Hay ghi Minh
Anh vao First name va Le vao Surname.

On English forms, many people write the Vietnamese family name in "First name", for example
"Nguyen". Write Minh Anh in First name and Le in Surname.

2.4. Giir va két thic cudc tro chuyén ngin, xin nhic lai khi chwa nghe ré - 2.4.
Keeping a Short Conversation Going, Ending It and Asking for Repetition

Mot cude trd chuyén ngan gidng trd chuyén bong: ban don cau hoi, dap lai, rdi chuyén
cau hoi sang nguoi kia. Néu chi dap "Yes" hodc "No" réi im lang, bong roi xudng dat.
Muc nay day ba viéc: gitr cudc n6éi chuyén, xin nhéc lai khi chua nghe rd va chao két thac
lich su.

A short conversation is like passing a ball: you catch a question, answer it, then pass a question

back. If you only say "Yes" or "No" and go quiet, the ball drops. You will learn three skills:
keeping a chat going, asking someone to repeat, and saying goodbye politely.
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Giir cudc tro chuyén di tiép — Keeping the conversation going
1. Tra 16i dang cau héi, rdi thém mot chi tiét nho. Puoc hoi "Do you like music?" thi
dap "Yes, I do. I like pop music." thay vi chi "Yes."

Answer the question, then add one small detail. If someone asks "Do you like music?", say
"Yes, I do. I like pop music." instead of just "Yes."

2. Hoi lai nguoi kia bang "And you?" hodc "What about you?". Cau dau ngan va than
mat, cau sau dﬁy da hon. Ca hai dung dugc sau hau hét cau tra 1oi.
Ask the other person back with "And you?" or "What about you?". The first is short and
casual, the second is a little fuller. Both work after almost any answer.

3. Phan tng véi diéu ngudi kia noi bang mot tiéng ngan nhu "Really?", "Me too." hoic
"That sounds nice." Nho vay nguoi kia biét ban dang nghe.

React to what the other person says with a short phrase such as "Really?", "Me too." or
"That sounds nice." This shows you are listening.

4. Khi hét chuyén, d6i sang chii dé an toan: thoi tiét hodc viéc hoc. Ai ciing ¢ gi d6 dé
n6i vé hai chii dé nay.

When you run out of things to say, switch to a safe topic: the weather or studies. Everyone
has something to say about both.

« V& thoi tiét: "Nice weather today, isn't it?" (Hom nay troi dep nhi?), "It's really hot
today." (HOm nay noéng qua.), "I hope it doesn't rain." (Mong la troi khong mua.)
Weather: "Nice weather today, isn't it?", "It's really hot today.", "I hope it doesn't rain."”

« V& viéc hoc: "What's your major?" (Ban hoc nganh gi?), "How is your English class?"
(L6p tiéng Anh cua ban thé nao?), "Which year are you in?" (Ban hoc nim may?)
Studies: "What's your major?", "How is your English class?", "Which year are you in?"

Xin nhic lai khi chwa nghe ré - Asking someone to repeat

Nghe khong kip 1a chuyén binh thudng, ké ca véi ngudi hoc lau nam. Ping gat dau cho
qua. Hay xin nhic lai, nguoi kia s& thdy ban lich sy chtr khong thdy ban kém. Chon cau
theo diéu ban can: nghe lai hay nghe chdm hon.

Missing a word is normal, even for experienced learners. Do not nod and hope for the best. Ask

for a repeat, and the other person will find you polite, not weak. Pick the phrase that matches
what you need: another try, or a slower pace.

Ban can gi Cau nén néi

What you need What to say

Nghe lai nhanh, than mat Ngan, dung vé6i ban bé

()
A quick repeat, casual Sorry’ Short, fine with friends
Nghe lai lich su Could you say that  Dung duoc véi ca thay co
A polite repeat again? Fine with teachers too
Noi cham hon Could you speak Dung khi nguoi kia n6i nhanh
A slower pace more slowly? Use when the speaker is fast
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Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Ban héi tén nganh cia mot nguoi méi quen nhung nghe khong kip.
Nguoi kia néi nhanh, ban xin néi cham. Ban noéi: "Sorry? Could you speak more slowly,
please?" nghia 1a "Xin 16i? Ban néi cham hon dugc khong?"

You ask a new friend about their major but miss the answer. They speak fast, so you ask for a slower
pace. You say: "Sorry? Could you speak more slowly, please?"

Ket thic cudc tro chuyén lich sw — Ending the conversation politely

1. B4o hiéu sap di bang mét 1y do ngén: "I have to go to class now." (Minh phai di hoc
day.)

Signal you are leaving with a short reason: "I have to go to class now."

2. N6i mot cau dé chiu vé cude gip: "It was nice talking to you." (N6i chuyén véi ban
vui lam.)
Say something warm about the chat: "It was nice talking to you."

3. Chao tam biét: "See you later." (Hen gdp lai.), "See you on Monday." (Hen thu Hai
gap.) hoac "Take care." (Gilr gin suc khoe nhé.)
Say goodbye: "See you later.", "See you on Monday." or "Take care.”

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Hdi thoai mau & budi sinh hoat cau lac bd tiéng Anh. Nam gap Mai va
bét chuyén: "Hi, I'm Nam. Is this your first meeting?" nghia la "Chao, minh 1a Nam. Day la
budi ddu cta ban a?"

Model dialogue at an English club meeting. Nam meets Mai and starts a chat: "Hi, I'm Nam. Is this
your first meeting?"

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Mai d4p va héi lai: "Yes, it is. I'm Mai. What about you?" nghia la
"Vang. Minh 1a Mai. Con ban?" Nam dap: "I came last week. I study tourism." nghia la
"Minh dén tuan trude rdi. Minh hoc du lich."

Mai answers and asks back: "Yes, it is. I'm Mai. What about you?" Nam replies: "l came last week. |
study tourism."

VI DU / EXAMPLE — Mai nghe chua rd va xin nhic lai: "Sorry? Could you say that again?"
nghia 1a "Xin 16i? Ban néi lai duoc khong?" Nam néi cham hon: "I study tourism." nghia la
"Minh hoc du lich."

Mai did not catch it and asks for a repeat: "Sorry? Could you say that again?" Nam repeats more
slowly: "I study tourism."

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Hai ban n6i vé thoi tiét rdi chia tay. Mai néi: "It's hot today, isn't it?"
nghia la "Hom nay néng nhi?" Nam dap: "Yes, very. Well, I have to go now. It was nice
talking to you." nghia I "U,, rt nong. Thoi, minh phai di day. N6i chuyén vé6i ban vui lam."
Mai chio: "You too. See you next week!" nghia 13 "Minh ciing vdy. Hen tuan sau gip!"

The two talk about the weather, then part. Mai says: "It's hot today, isn't it?" Nam answers: "Yes,
very. Well, I have to go now. It was nice talking to you." Mai says: "You too. See you next week!"

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Bo di ma khong noéi gi, hodc chi néi "Bye" cut
lun, nghe lanh. Hay thém 1y do va mot cau dé chiu. Mot 18i khéc: xin nhéc lai bﬁng "What?",
nghe cdc. Dung "Sorry?" hoac "Could you say that again?".

Walking away without a word, or saying a flat "Bye", sounds cold. Add a reason and a warm line.
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Another slip: asking for a repeat with "What?", which sounds rude. Use "Sorry?" or "Could you say
that again?".

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Ba céu xin nhic lai: "Sorry?", "Could you say that again?",
"Could you speak more slowly?". Hai cau hdi ngugc: "And you?", "What about you?". Cau
két thiic: "It was nice talking to you. See you later."

Three repeat requests: "Sorry?", "Could you say that again?", "Could you speak more slowly?". Two
questions back: "And you?", "What about you?". Closing line: "It was nice talking to you. See you
later."”

2.5. S6 dém, s6 thir tw va cach doc sb dién thoai, nim - 2.5. Cardinal and Ordinal

Numbers, Phone Numbers and Years

S6 dém tra 16i cau hoi "bao nhiéu": gia tién, tudi, sé phong. SO thir tu cho biét vi tri, nhu
tang thtr ba hay ngdy mung nim. Ban can cé hai khi hen gip, ghi ngay hoic doc sd dién
thoai.

Cardinal numbers answer "how many": prices, ages, room numbers. Ordinal numbers give a

position, such as the third floor or the fifth of May. You need both to arrange a meeting, write a
date or read out a phone number.

S6 dém tir 0 dén 1000 — Cardinal numbers from 0 to 1,000

Tir 1 dén 12 1a cac tir riéng, ban phai thudc: one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight,
nine, ten, eleven, twelve. Tir 13 dén 19 thém "-teen" vao sau sd gdc, nhu fourteen,
sixteen, seventeen. Cac chuc tron thém "-ty": twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, sixty, seventy,
eighty, ninety.

The numbers 1 to 12 are separate words, so learn them by heart: one, two, three, four, five, six,
seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve. For 13 to 19, add "-teen" to the base number: fourteen,
sixteen, seventeen. The round tens end in "-ty": twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, sixty, seventy, eighty,
ninety.

S6 13 va s 30 rat dé nham vi nghe gan giéng nhau. Hay nghe trong 4m, tirc 4m duoc doc
manh va kéo dai hon. O "thirteen", 4m cudi "-teen" manh va dai. O "thirty", am dau manh
con "-ty" nhe va ngan. Quy tic nay dung cho moi cip nhu fourteen va forty, fifteen va
fifty.

The numbers 13 and 30 are easy to mix up because they sound alike. Listen for stress, which
means the syllable you say louder and longer. In "thirteen", the last syllable "-teen" is strong

and long. In "thirty", the first syllable is strong and "-ty" is weak and short. The same rule works
for fourteen and forty, fifteen and fifty, and so on.

S6 Cach doc Am doc manh
Number How to say it Stressed part
. am cudi
13 thirteen
-teen
. am dau
30 thirt
Y thir-
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) Ciach doc Am doc manh
Number How to say it Stressed part

15 fifteen am cuol
-teen
am dau

50 fift .

Y S

S4 hai chit s6 16n hon 20 doc chuc trude, don vi sau, ndi béng gach ngang: twenty-one,
forty-five, ninety-nine. S6 100 1a "one hundred", 1000 1a "one thousand". Sau sé ding
trudc, "hundred" va "thousand" khong thém s: "three hundred", khong phai "three

hundreds".

For numbers above 20, say the tens first and the units second, joined by a hyphen: twenty-one,
forty-five, ninety-nine. 100 is "one hundred" and 1,000 is "one thousand". After another number,
"hundred" and "thousand" take no s: "three hundred", not "three hundreds".

S6 16n doc tir trai sang phai. Tiéng Anh ding ddu phay ngin hang nghin, nguoc voi dau
cham trong tiéng Viét. Nguoi Anh thém "and" sau hang trim, ngudi My thuong bo.

Read big numbers from left to right. English uses a comma to separate thousands, where
Viethamese uses a dot. British speakers add "and" after the hundreds, while Americans often
leave it out.

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — S6 2,350 doc 1a "two thousand, three hundred and fifty". S6 614 doc
1a "six hundred and fourteen".
2,350 is read "two thousand, three hundred and fifty". 614 is read "six hundred and fourteen".

So thir tw va quy tic -th — Ordinal numbers and the ~th rule

Ba s6 dau c6 dang riéng: first, second, third. Tu s6 4 tro di, thém "-th" vao sb6 dém:
fourth, sixth, tenth, hundredth. S6 tdn cung "-y" doi thanh "-ieth": twenty thanh twentieth.
The first three ordinals are irregular: first, second, third. From 4 onwards, add "-th" to the
cardinal number: fourth, sixth, tenth, hundredth. A number ending in "-y" changes to "-ieth":
twenty becomes twentieth.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Bén s6 d6i chinh ta: five thanh fifth, eight thanh eighth,
nine thanh ninth, twelve thanh twelfth. S6 ghép chi dbi tir cudi: twenty-first, thirty-second,
forty-third.

Four ordinals change their spelling: five becomes fifth, eight becomes eighth, nine becomes ninth,
twelve becomes twelfth. In compound numbers only the last word changes. twenty-first, thirty-second,
Sforty-third.

Khi viét tat, gan hai chir cudi vao sb: Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 21st, 22nd, 23rd. Riéng 11, 12, 13
ludn 1a 11th, 12th, 13th.

In short form, attach the last two letters to the digit: Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 21st, 22nd, 23rd. The
numbers 11, 12 and 13 are always 11th, 12th and 13th.
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So dién thoai va nam — Phone numbers and years

1. Doc timg chir s6 mot, khong gop thanh chuc hay tram. S6 0 doc 1a "oh" hodc "zero".
Read the digits one by one. Never combine them into tens or hundreds. Say 0 as "oh" or
"zero".

2. Chia s6 thanh nhém hai hoic ba chit s6 va ngirng mot nhip giita cic nhom.
Split the number into groups of two or three digits and pause briefly between groups.

3. Hai chir s6 giéng nhau lién nhau cé thé doc "double", nhu "double five". Cach nay
phé bién & Anh.
Two identical digits in a row can be said as "double", as in "double five". This is common in
Britain.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — S 098 765 4321 doc 14 "zero nine eight, seven six five, four three
two one".
098 765 4321 is read "zero nine eight, seven six five, four three two one".

Nam doc thanh hai cap hai chir s6. Nam 1995 1a "nineteen ninety-five", nam 1850 la
"eighteen fifty", nam 1906 1a "nineteen oh six". Nam 2000 1a "two thousand". Nam 2025
doc "twenty twenty-five", hoac "two thousand and twenty-five".

Read a year as two pairs of digits. 1995 is "nineteen ninety-five", 1850 is "eighteen fifty" and

1906 is "nineteen oh six". The year 2000 is "two thousand". The year 2025 is read "twenty
twenty-five", or "two thousand and twenty-five".

Bai nghe dién s c6 10i gidl — Listening gap-fill with answers

Ban nghe doan sau va dién sd vao chd trong. Loi doc: "The room is on the thirteenth
floor. It costs thirty dollars. Call me on oh nine one, two three four, five six seven. I was
born in nineteen ninety-eight." Cau dién: tﬁng ...... , gla ... do la, s dién thoai ......
nam sinh .......

Listen and fill in the numbers. The speaker says: "The room is on the thirteenth floor. It costs

thirty dollars. Call me on oh nine one, two three four, five six seven. I was born in nineteen
ninety-eight." The gaps: floor ...... , price ...... dollars, phone ... ... , birth year .......

Loi giai: tang 13 vi "thirteenth" 1a s6 thir tw ctia 13. Gia 30 vi "thirty" manh & am dau. S6
dién thoai 091 234 567, doc ting chit s6. Nam sinh 1998, tach thanh "nineteen" va
"ninety-eight".

Answers: floor 13, because "thirteenth" is the ordinal of 13. Price 30, because "thirty" is

stressed on the first syllable. Phone 091 234 567, written digit by digit. Birth year 1998, split
into "nineteen" and "ninety-eight".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Nhiéu ban viét sai "twelveth", "fiveth",
"nineth", "eigth". Dang dting 1a twelfth, fifth, ninth, eighth. L6i hay gip khac: no6i "three
hundreds", va doc 2025 thanh "twenty hundred twenty-five".

Many learners write "twelveth", "fiveth", "nineth" and "eigth". The correct forms are twelfth, fifth,
ninth, eighth. Other common mistakes are saying "three hundreds" and reading 2025 as "twenty

hundred twenty-five".
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2.6. HOi va noi gio — 2.6. Asking and Telling the Time

Hoi gio 1a viéc ban 1am mdi ngdy: hen ban, bét xe, vao 16p. Co hai cau hdi quen thudc:
"What time is it?" va "What's the time?". Cé hai déu nghia 1a "May gio r6i?". Cau tra 1oi
thuong mé bang "It's ...".

Asking the time is an everyday job: meeting a friend, catching a bus, getting to class. Two

common questions do it: "What time is it?" and "What's the time?". Both mean "Mdy gio r6i?".
The answer usually starts with "It's ...".

Hai cach noéi gio' — Two ways to say the time

Céach thir nhét 1a doc kiéu s, giéng doc sb dién thoai: doc gio roi doc phut. 7:15 doc 1a
"seven fifteen", 7:45 1a "seven forty-five". Phut tir 01 dén 09 thém "oh": 7:05 1a "seven
oh five". Cach nay dé nhat, va ding duoc cho moi gio.

The first way is the number style: say the hour, then the minutes. 7:15 is "seven fifteen" and 7:45

is "seven forty-five". Minutes 01 to 09 take "oh": 7:05 is "seven oh five". It is the easiest style
and works for any time.

Céch thir hai 1a kiéu past/to, nghe tu nhién khi néi chuyén. "Past" nghia 1a "qua", ding
khi kim phut chua qua nira vong (tir phat 1 dén 30). "To" nghia 1a "kém", dung khi kim
phut di qua ntra vong (tir phat 31 dén 59). Khi d6 ban dém s6 phut con thiéu dé toi gio ké
tiép.

The second way is the past/to style, which sounds natural in conversation. 'past’ means "qua"

and is used for minutes 1 to 30. 'to' means "kém" and is used for minutes 31 to 59. Then you
count the minutes missing before the next hour.

C6 ba mbc dic biét. 15 phut 1a "a quarter" (mot phan tu gio). 30 phat 1a "half" (mot nia).
Gio chan thém "o'clock™: "seven o'clock". Chi gio chdn méi dung "o'clock".

Three times have special names. Fifteen minutes is "a quarter" (mét phan tw gio). Thirty minutes

",

is "half" (mot nira). A full hour takes "o'clock”: "seven o'clock”. Only exact hours use "o'clock”.

Gio trén dong hd | Kiéu sd Kiéu past/to

Time on the clock Number style Past/to style

7:00 seven o'clock seven o'clock

7:05 seven oh five five past seven
7:15 seven fifteen a quarter past seven
7:30 seven thirty half past seven
7:45 seven forty-five a quarter to eight
7:50 seven fifty ten to eight

Sang, chiéu, trwa, nira dém - Morning, afternoon, noon, midnight

"A.m." la cac gio tu nua dém dén trua. "P.m." 1a cac gio tur trua dén nua dém. Hai chi
nay viét sau s0: 7:15 a.m. 1a bay gid mudi lam sang, 7:15 p.m. 1a bay gio muoi 1am toi.
12 gi¢ trua la "noon", 12 gio dém la "midnight".
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‘a.m.” covers the hours from midnight to noon. 'p.m." covers the hours from noon to midnight.
Both go after the number: 7:15 a.m. is early morning, 7:15 p.m. is evening. Twelve in the
daytime is "noon" and twelve at night is "midnight".

Cach doc mot mat d("ing hd — How to read a clock face

1. Nhin kim ngan dé biét gio. Kim ngéan chi gan s6 ndo thi d6 1a gio, nhung néu da qua
ntra vong, hiy xem n6 dang gan s ké tiép.
Look at the short hand for the hour. It points at or near the hour number, after half past, it
sits close to the next number.

2. Nhin kim dai dé biét phut. Mdi s trén dong hd Gmg véi 5 phut: s6 3 1a 15, s6 6 1a 30,
s 914 45.

Look at the long hand for the minutes. Each number on the clock stands for 5 minutes: 3 is
15, 6is 30, 9is 45.

3. Kim dai ¢ nira bén phai (s6 12 dén sb 6) thi dung "past". O nira bén trai thi dung "to"
va doc gio ké tiép.
If the long hand is on the right side (12 to 6), use "past". On the left side, use "to" and name
the next hour.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Kim ngin gan s6 4, kim dai chi s6 9. Kim dai & bén trai nén ding
"to". SO 9 1a 45 phut, con thiéu 15 phut nita téi ndm gio. Pap an: "It's a quarter to five." (4:45)
The short hand is near 4 and the long hand points at 9. The long hand is on the left, so use "to". Nine
means 45 minutes, so 15 minutes are missing before five. Answer: "It's a quarter to five." (4:45)

Doc lich tau xe — Reading a timetable

Lich tau xe thuong ghi gio kiéu 24 gid, nhu 18:40. Mubn d6i, ban lay 18 trir 12 dugc 6,
10i thém p.m. Vay 18:40 12 6:40 p.m. Vi du: xe buyt di Pa Nang rdi bén luc 06:50 va dén
noi lac 11:20.

Timetables often use the 24-hour style, like 18:40. To convert, subtract 12 from 18 to get 6, then
add p.m. So 18:40 is 6:40 p.m. Take a bus to Da Nang that leaves at 06:50 and arrives at 11:20.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Hoi: "What time does the bus leave?" Dép: "It leaves at ten to seven
in the morning." Héi: "What time does it arrive?" Dap: "It arrives at twenty past eleven." Con
tau 18:40 thi dap: "The train leaves at twenty to seven p.m."

Question: "What time does the bus leave?" Answer: "It leaves at ten to seven in the morning."
Question: "What time does it arrive?" Answer: "It arrives at twenty past eleven." For the 18:40 train:
"The train leaves at twenty to seven p.m."

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Nhim "a quarter to" véi "a quarter past". "Past"
1a d3 qua gid do, "to" 13 sdp tGi gio ké tiép. 8:15 13 "a quarter past eight". 8:45 13 "a quarter to
nine", khong phai "a quarter to eight". Sau "to" ludn 1a gio tiép theo.

Mixing up "a quarter to" and "a quarter past". 'past’ means the hour has gone by; 'to' means the next
hour is coming. 8:15 is "a quarter past eight". 8:45 is "a quarter to nine", not "a quarter to eight”.

After 'to" always comes the next hour.
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