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Tiéng Anh cao hoc / Graduate English

Lo1i néi dau - Preface

Cudn sach nay danh cho tng vién va hoc vién cao hoc ¢ Viét Nam dang chuan bi ching
chi tiéng Anh theo khung 6 bac dung cho Viét Nam. Khung nay chia ning luc ngoai ngit
thanh sau bac. C6 hai muc tiéu thuong gip: bac 3 (twong dwong B1), thuong can khi
dang ky du tuyén thac si, va bic 4 (twong dwong B2), thuong can dé du diéu kién t6t
nghiép.

This book is for master's applicants and students in Vietham who are preparing an English
certificate under the six-level framework used in Vietnam. The framework divides foreign-
language ability into six levels. There are two common goals: level 3 (equivalent to B1), usually
needed when applying for a master's programme, and level 4 (equivalent to B2), usually needed
to qualify for graduation.

Hai bac dung chung mot khuén dé VSTEP, 1a dé thi tiéng Anh theo khung 6 béc, chi
khac d6 kho va ngudng diém. Vi vay chung toi gop thanh mot cudn dé anh/chi dung lién
tuc tir B1 dén B2.

Both levels share one VSTEP format, the English exam set under the six-level framework, and
differ only in difficulty and score thresholds. So we combined them in one book that you can use
continuously from Bl to B2.

Vi duy, bai doc, 10i thoai, dé viét va dé noi déu xoay quanh doi séng ngudi hoc cao hoc:
dé cuong, luan vin, giang vién hudng dan, hoi thao, tap chi, hoc bong. Anh/chi vira luyén
thi, vira 1am quen véi tiéng Anh s& gap khi doc tai liéu va viét tom tat luan van. Moi bai
tap, bai doc, 10i thoai, bai mau va dé thi thir déu do chung t6i ty soan. Nhan vat va sb liéu
1a hu cdu hodc gia dinh, va dugc ghi chi rd.

Examples, passages, dialogues, writing tasks and speaking tasks all revolve around a master's
student's life: proposals, theses, supervisors, conferences, journals, scholarships. You prepare
for the exam while becoming familiar with the English you will meet when reading sources and
writing a thesis abstract. All exercises, passages, dialogues, model answers and mock tests are
original. Characters and data are fictional or hypothetical, and are labelled as such.

Ba giéi han can biét. Mot, saich khong kém am thanh. Phan Nghe duoc luyén qua 10i
thoai in san: anh/chi doc, phén tich chd cau hoi danh lira, 16i doc to hoic nhd ngudi khac
doc dé quen nhip nghe. Hai, k¥ nang Noi chi ¢ kich ban va goi y. Hay tu ghi 4m rdi ddi
chiéu bai mau. Ba, tiéu chi chAm Noi trong sach 14 thang tu danh gia, khong phai thang
chinh thtrc. Sach ciing khong thay duoc budi thi that.

Three limits to know. First, the book comes without audio. Listening is practised through
printed scripts: read them, study where the questions mislead, then read aloud or ask someone to
read to get used to the pace. Second, Speaking is covered by scripts and prompts only. Record

vourself and compare with the model answers. Third, the Speaking criteria here form a self-
assessment scale, not an official one. The book also cannot replace the real exam.

Vé s6 liéu va quy dinh. Moi sb liéu vé cdu trac dé, thang diém va quy dinh dugc tong
hop tir van ban di cong bd, tinh dén thang 10 nidm 2026. Quy dinh vé chuin ngoai ngit
dau vao, dau ra thay do6i theo thoi gian. Mdi co s& dao tao ciing ¢ thé dit yéu cau riéng,
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nhu chimg chi duge chap nhan, diém ting k¥ nang, thoi han hiéu lyc. Hay kiém lai théng
b4o méi nhit ctia co s& dao tao va don vi to chire thi trude khi dang ky.

On figures and regulations. All figures on the exam format, scoring and regulations are
compiled from published documents as of October 2026. Rules on entry and exit language
standards change over time. Each institution may also set its own requirements, such as
accepted certificates, scores per skill and validity period. Check the latest notice from your
institution and exam organiser before registering.

Néu phét hién 156i hodc c6 gop ¥, xin giri qua trang web tailieuso.vin dé chung t6i hiéu
chinh.

If you find an error or have a suggestion, please send it through the website tailieuso.vin so that
we can correct it.

Hwoéng dan sir dung tai liéu — How to use this guide

Cau trac sach — Structure

Sach c6 muoi chuong, sau phu luc va danh muc tai liéu tham khao.

The book has ten chapters, six appendices and a list of references.

* Chuong 1 gidi thich ky thi va quy dinh.
Chapter 1 explains the exam and the regulations.

« Chuong 2 va 3 xay nén ngit phap, tir vung.
Chapters 2 and 3 build grammar and vocabulary.

« Chuong 4 dén 7 luyén Poc, Nghe, Viét thi va Noi.

Chapters 4 to 7 train Reading, Listening, exam Writing and Speaking.

* Chuong 8 va 9 1a viét va doc hoc thuat cho luan vin.

Chapters 8 and 9 cover academic writing and reading for the thesis.
« Chuong 10 1 chién lugc 6n tap va 16 trinh.
Chapter 10 sets out study strategy and plans.

« Phu luc A: dap an cau hoi tric nghiém. Phy luc B: d¢é thi thtr bac 3. Phu luc C: dé thi
thir bac 4. Phu luc D: dép 4n, 10 thoai va huéng dan cham hai d¢ thi thir. Phu luc E:
bang tra nhanh. Phu luc F: thuat nglr Viét — Anh.

Appendix A: the multiple-choice answer key. Appendix B: the level 3 mock test. Appendix C:

the level 4 mock test. Appendix D: keys, transcripts and marking guides for the two mock
tests. Appendix E: quick-reference tables. Appendix F: Vietnamese—English glossary.

Cach doc mot chwong — How to read a chapter

Mbi chuong mé dau bﬁng Muc tiéu chuong, roi dén cac muc ndi dung. Cubi chuong c6
ba phén: bai tap van dung c6 101 gidi, cau hoi ty ludn kém dan y, va cau héi trac nghiém.
Phén giai thich di theo cip: doan tiéng Viét trudc, doan tiéng Anh twong tng ngay sau.
Each chapter opens with Chapter objectives and continues with content sections. At the end
come three parts: applied exercises with solutions, essay questions with outlines, and multiple-
choice questions. Explanations come in pairs: a Vietnamese paragraph, then the matching
English paragraph right below.
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1. Poc Muc tiéu chuong dé biét doc xong minh 1am dugc gi.
Read the Chapter objectives to know what you will be able to do afterwards.
2. boc doan tiéng Viét dé hiéu y.
Read the Vietnamese paragraph for the idea.
3. Poc lai doan tiéng Anh ngay du6i dé hoc cach dién dat.
Reread the English paragraph right below to learn the expression.
4. Lam bai tap cudi chuong, roi méi ddi chiéu 1oi giai.
Do the exercises at the end of the chapter, then compare with the solutions.

Cac khung dic biét — The special boxes

Mot s6 ndi dung nam trong khung c6 mau dé dé tim lai.
Some content sits in coloured boxes so that you can find it again easily.
« Khung PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE chira quy tic, cong thirc cin nhé. Hay chép
vao sb tay.
The PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE box holds rules and formulas to remember. Copy them

into a notebook.

« Khung Vi DU / EXAMPLE minh hoa cich dung.
The VI DU/ EXAMPLE box illustrates usage.

« Khung LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE dit cau sai canh ciu ding.
The LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE box sets a wrong sentence beside a correct one.
* Khung vién xanh bén trai, co tén riéng O dau (vi du thu mau, bai doc), chira ngit liéu
tiéng Anh nguyén khéi. D6 1a bai doc, 10i thoai, dé viét hay bai mau, kém ban dich
tiéng Viét khi can.
The box with a blue edge on the left and its own title at the top (for example a sample letter

or a passage) holds continuous English material such as passages, dialogues, tasks and
model answers, with a Vietnamese translation where needed.

Lam bai va kiém dap an — Doing exercises and checking answers
1. Ty lam trude, chua doc 101 giai.
Try the exercise first, without reading the solution.
2. DBoi chi€u véi 161 gidi hodc dap an. Cau trac nghiém dugc danh so lién tuc toan sach;
dap an va can cu ngan gon gom ¢ Phu luc A.

Compare with the solution or key. Multiple-choice questions are numbered continuously
through the book; answers and brief reasons are collected in Appendix A.

3. Véi mdi cau sai, ghi vao nhat ky 16i (xem muc 10.4) Iy do sai; ding chi chép dap an
ding.

For every wrong answer, record in your error log (see Section 10.4) why you were wrong,
not only the correct answer.

Goi y 16i hoc — Suggested ways to study
« Con nhiéu thoi gian: hoc theo thir ty chwong va duing 16 trinh 12 tuan & Chuong 10.

With plenty of time: follow the chapters in order and use the 12-week plan in Chapter 10.
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* Thoi gian ngén: bt dau bé‘mg Chuong 1 va 10 va tg udc lugng diém hién tai theo muc
10.4. Sau d6 chon cac chuwong k¥ ning can nhat, va dé dé thi thir cho tuan cudi.
With little time: start with Chapters 1 and 10, estimate your current score as in Section 10.4,
choose the skill chapters you most need, and keep the mock tests for the final weeks.
Hay lam d& thi thir trong diéu kién bam gio that.

Take the mock tests under real timed conditions.

Pé B1 ciia ting trudng — School-specific BI tests

Sach day khuén VSTEP dung chung cho béc 3 dén bac 5. Mot sb co s6 tu ra dé Bl ndi
bd theo khudn khac. Néu anh/chi thi theo dé riéng clia mot trudng, hiy hoi truong vé cau
trac dé. K§ ning va tir vung trong sach van ding dugc, nhung cin chinh cach chia thoi
gian.

The book teaches the VSTEP format used for levels 3 to 5. Some institutions write internal Bl

tests in a different format. If you will sit one institution's own test, ask it about the structure. The
skills and vocabulary here still apply, but adjust your time allocation.
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Chll’()'llg 1. Téng quan ky thi va quy dinh — Chapter 1. Exam overview

and regulations

Muc tiéu chwong — Chapter objectives

« Ndm muc dich ctia ky thi VSTEP bac 3—5 va biét ai can thi, thi & dau, chimg chi dung
duoc bao lau.

Understand the purpose of the VSTEP level 3—5 exam, and know who needs it, where it is
taken and how long a certificate stays usable.

« M6 ta cu trac dé gdbm bdn k¥ niang, tong thoi gian khoang 172 phut, va thoi gian cia
tung k¥ nang.

Describe the four-skill test structure, the total time of about 172 minutes, and the time
allowed for each skill.

* Ty tinh diém trung binh, lam tron dung quy tdc 0,5 va xac dinh bac 3, bac 4 hay bac 5.
Calculate an average score, round it correctly to the nearest 0.5, and decide whether it falls
at level 3, 4 or 5.

« Phan biét yéu cu ngoai ngir thac si theo Thong tw 23/2021 va Thong tu 53/2026, ké ca
méc chuyén tiép 01/01/2027 va 31/12/2027.

Distinguish the master’s language requirements under Circular 23/2021 and Circular
53/2026, including the transition dates of 1 January 2027 and 31 December 2027.

« Poc dung bang quy d6i ching chi, phan biét “khoang ctia B6” v6i “ngudng cia timg

truong”, va chon muc ti€éu B1 hay B2 cho minh.

Read a certificate conversion table correctly, tell the Ministry’s ranges from a school’s own
thresholds, and choose BI or B2 as your target.

1.1. Ky thi VSTEP bac 3-5 va ai can thi — The VSTEP 3-5 exam and who needs it

VSTEP la gi — What VSTEP is

Nudc ta chia trinh d6 ngoai ngit thanh 6 bac, tir bic 1 (thip nhét) dén bac 6 (cao nhat).
Thang chia nay goi 1a Khung néng lyc ngoai ngtr 6 bac dung cho Viét Nam (Thong tu
01/2014/TT-BGDDT, ky ngay 24/01/2014). VSTEP (Vietnamese Standardized Test of
English Proficiency) 1a ky thi tiéng Anh do xem ngudi thi ding & bac nao cua thang do.
Vietnam divides foreign language ability into 6 levels, from level 1 (lowest) to level 6 (highest).
This scale is the Six-Level Foreign Language Competence Framework for Vietnam (Circular
01/2014/TT-BGDDT, signed on 24 January 2014). VSTEP (Vietnamese Standardized Test of
English Proficiency) is the English test that shows which level of that scale a candidate has
reached.

Ban dé thi danh cho bac 3 dén bac 5 duoc ban hanh kém Quyét dinh 729/QD-BGDDT
ngay 11/3/2015 (viét tat 1a QD 729). Mot bai thi duy nhat c6 thé cho két qua & béc 3, bac
4 hoac bac 5, tuy diém anh/chi dat duoc. Vi vay nguoi 6n thi B1 va nguoi 6n thi B2 ngéi
cing mot khuén dé. Piém khic nhau nam & do khé anh/chi xir 1y duoc va ngudng diém
anh/chi can.
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The format for levels 3 to 5 was issued with Decision 729/QD-BGDDT of 11 March 2015 (short
form: Decision 729). A single sitting can produce a result at level 3, level 4 or level 5, depending
on your score. For this reason, candidates aiming at Bl and candidates aiming at B2 sit the
same test format. What differs is the difficulty you can handle and the score you need.

B1, B2, C1 la tén bac trong Khung tham chiéu chung chau Au vé ngén ngit (CEFR).
Khung 6 bac ctua Viét Nam tuong thich voi CEFR: bac 3 twong ing B1, bac 4 twong ting
B2, bac 5 tuong ung CI1. Bac 3 va bac 4 hop thanh c?ip Trung cép, con bac 5 va bac 6
thudc cap Cao cap.

Bl, B2 and CI are level names in the Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages (CEFR). Vietnam’s six-level framework is compatible with CEFR: level 3

corresponds to Bl, level 4 to B2 and level 5 to CI. Levels 3 and 4 together form the Intermediate
band, while levels 5 and 6 belong to the Advanced band.

Vi hoc vién cao hoc, hai bac quan trong nhét 14 bac 3 va bac 4. Bac 3 thuong 1a yéu ciu
dau vao. Bac 4 thuong 1 yéu cau dé tot nghiép.

For master’s students the two levels that matter most are level 3 and level 4. Level 3 is often the
entry requirement. Level 4 is often the requirement for graduation.

Ai can thi — Who needs to take it

Ba nhom thudng can thi. Nhém thr nhét 1a tng vién dy tuyén thac si (yéu cau dau vao).
Nhom tht hai 14 hoc vién can dua diéu kién tdt nghiép hodc bao v¢ luan van (yéu cu dau
ra). Nhom thir ba 1a ngudi di 1am can ching chi cho nghé nghiép hay hoc bong.

Three groups usually need it. The first is applicants to master’s programmes (entry
requirement). The second is students who must qualify for graduation or thesis defence (exit

requirement). The third is working people who need a certificate for their career or a
scholarship.

Anh/chi c6 thé khong can thi thém néu di c6 chung chi qubc t& nam trong bang quy doi
(muc 1.6) hoac bé‘mg dai hoc thudc dién dugce mién.

You may not need to sit another test if you already hold an international certificate listed in the
conversion table (section 1.6) or a degree that qualifies for an exemption.

Ai dwgre to chirc thi — Who may organise the test

Thong tu 09/2026/TT-BGDDT (viét tat 1a TT 09/2026) ky ngay 26/02/2026 va c6 hi¢u
luc tr 15/4/2026. Thong tu dat tiéu chuan cho cac don vi to chirc thi, tirc noi duoc phép
t6 chure ky thi va cap chimg chi ngoai ngit.

Circular 09/2026/TT-BGDDT (short form: Circular 09/2026), signed on 26 February 2026 and

effective from 15 April 2026, sets the standards for test units, that is, the places allowed to run
the test and issue foreign language certificates.

Mot don vi t6 chire thi tiéng Anh phai 1a co so gido duc c6 dao tao nganh ngoai ngir trinh
d6 dai hoc. Pon vi can it nhat 20 ngudi ra dé va cham thi, mdi nguoi co trinh d6 tdi thiéu
1a thac si. Ngan hang cau hoi phai da dé tao it nhat 70 dé thi. Dé thi phai theo dung dinh
dang do B Gido duc va Pao tao ban hanh.
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A unit that tests English must be an educational institution offering a foreign language degree
programme at undergraduate level. It needs at least 20 staff to write and mark papers, each
holding at least a master’s degree. Its question bank must be large enough to produce at least 70
test papers. The papers must follow the format issued by the Ministry of Education and Training.

Nhiéu ngudi hiéu nham TT 09/2026. Pay 1a thong tu vé tiéu chuan ctia don vi to chiic
thi. Thong tu khong quy dinh chi tiét dinh dang dé, thang diém hay cach cham. Vi vay
ciu trac dé va cach tinh diém trong tai liéu nay dwa cha yéu vao QP 729/2015. Céc
nguon di tra chua cho thdy vin ban nao thay thé QD 729. Néu can chic chin, anh/chi hoi
tryc tiép don vi t6 chirc thi minh chon.

Circular 09/2026 is often misread. It sets the standards of test units. It does not lay down the
detailed test format, scoring scale or marking method. For this reason the test structure and
scoring in this book rely mainly on Decision 729/2015. The sources consulted do not show any
document that replaces Decision 729. If you need certainty, ask the test unit you choose directly.

Chirng chi cé gia tri gi va dung dwoc bao lau — What the certificate is worth and how long
it lasts

Chung chi ngoai ngit do don vi du tiéu chuan cép 13 ching chi thudc hé thong gido duc
quéc dan (TT 09/2026, biéu 3). Thoi han hiéu luc do co quan hodc don vi st dung chirng
chi quyét dinh, khong do don vi cap quyét dinh.

A foreign language certificate issued by a qualified unit belongs to the national education system

(Circular 09/2026, Article 3). The validity period is decided by the agency or unit that uses the
certificate, not by the unit that issues it.

Nghia 13 ciing mdt chimg chi, mdi trudng hay mdi co quan c6 thé dat mot thoi han khac
nhau. Hay doc thong bao tuyén sinh dé biét chimg chi ctia anh/chi phai con hiéu luc dén
ngay nao, vi du d&én ngay dang ky du tuyén.

So the same certificate may be accepted under a different period at each school or agency. Read
the admission notice to see until which date your certificate must remain valid, for example until
the application date.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — VSTEP bic 3-5 1a mot khudn dé dung chung; két qua co
thé 1a bac 3, 4 hodc 5. Bac 3 = B1, bac 4 = B2, bac 5 = C1. Thdi han cta chung chi do noi su
dung quyét dinh. Pon vi thi phai di tiéu chuan theo TT 09/2026: c6 nganh ngoai ngit dai hoc,
t6i thidu 20 ngudi ra dé va chim, ngan hang du it nhit 70 dé.

VSTEP 3-5 is one shared test format; the result can be level 3, 4 or 5. Level 3 = Bl, level 4 = B2,
level 5 = CI. The validity period of a certificate is set by the place that uses it. A test unit must meet
Circular 09/2026. a university foreign language programme, at least 20 item writers and markers,
and a bank for at least 70 papers.

Cuc Quan Iy chét lugng cong bd danh sach cac don vi to chirc thi tiéng Anh. Ban di tra
c6 dir liéu dén thang 3/2025 va co thé di thay d6i. Hay kiém tra lai trén trang thong tin
dién tu cua Bo Giao duc va Pao tao trudce khi dang ky.

The Quality Management Department publishes the list of units that run English tests. The

version consulted has data to March 2025 and may have changed. Check the website of the
Ministry of Education and Training before you register.
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1.2. Cau triic dé: 4 ky ning, 172 phut — Test structure: four skills, 172 minutes

Pé VSTEP bac 3-5 kiém tra bon ky nang theo tht ty Nghe, Poc, Viét, N6i. Thoi gian
bdn phan cong lai 1a 40 + 60 + 60 + 12 = 172 phat, tirc khoang 2 gio 52 phat. Moi
chuong sau déu dya vao khuon nay, nén anh/chi can thudc no.

The VSTEP 3-5 test assesses four skills in the order Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking.
The four sections add up to 40 + 60 + 60 + 12 = 172 minutes, or roughly 2 hours 52 minutes.
Every later chapter relies on this format, so you need to know it by heart.

“Cau nhiéu lya chon” 13 cau c6 sin cac phuong an, anh/chi chon mot dap an dang. “Phiéu
tra 10i” 13 t& gidy hodc man hinh dé ghi dép an chinh thirc. Thoi gian chuyén dép an sang
phiéu ndm trong gid 1am bai.

In the test, a multiple-choice question is one with ready-made options from which you pick the
correct one. The answer sheet is the paper or screen on which you record your official answers.
The time for transferring answers to the sheet is part of the working time.

Ky nang Nghe - Listening

Phan Nghe c¢6 35 cau nhiéu lya chon, chia thanh ba phan, trong khoang 40 phut. Thoi
gian ndy gdm ca viéc chuyén dap an sang phiéu tra 15i (QD 729). Anh/chi nghe thong
bdo, hudng dan, hoi thoai va bai noi hodc bai giang, roi chon dap an cho cac cau hoi in
san trong dé.

The Listening section has 35 multiple-choice questions in three parts, in about 40 minutes. This
time includes transferring answers to the answer sheet (Decision 729). You hear announcements,
instructions, conversations and talks or lectures, then choose answers to the questions printed in
the paper.

QP 729 chi ghi “3 phan, 35 cau”. Cach chia 8/12/15 lay tir tai liéu cta Trudng Pai hoc
Ngoai ngit — Pai hoc Pa Nang. Phan 1 ¢6 8 cau vé thong bao hoic hudng dan ngan. Phan
2 ¢6 12 cau, g6m 3 doan hoi thoai, mdi doan 4 cau. Phan 3 ¢6 15 cau, g6m 3 bai noi hoac
bai giang, mdi bai 5 cau.

Decision 729 only states “‘3 parts, 35 questions”. The 8/12/15 split comes from a document of
the University of Foreign Languages, University of Danang. Part 1 has 8 questions on short
announcements or instructions. Part 2 has 12 questions, that is 3 conversations with 4 questions
each. Part 3 has 15 questions, that is 3 talks or lectures with 5 questions each.

Mot s6 d& mau khéac thoi gian. P& mau B2 cta Truong Pai hoc Ngoai ngit — PHQGHN
ghi 45 phut va chi phat bai nghe mot 1an. Pé mau Bl ciia cing trudng phat mdi bai hai
lan. Hay thi thir theo cach phat mot 1an dé quen.

Some sample papers differ in time. The B2 sample of the University of Languages and
International Studies, VNU Hanoi, allows 45 minutes and plays each recording once only. The
B1 sample of the same school plays each recording twice. Practise with a single playing to get
used to it.
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Ky nang Poc — Reading

Phan Poc gdm 4 bai, mdi bai 10 cau, tong 40 cdu trong 60 phat. Sau muoi phat nay da
gdm thoi gian chuyén dép an. Téng do dai ctia bon bai 1a 1900 dén 2050 tir, d6 kho trai tir
bac 3 dén bac 5.

The Reading section has 4 passages of 10 questions each, 40 questions in 60 minutes, and these

60 minutes already include time for transferring answers. The four passages total 1,900 to 2,050
words, with difficulty ranging from level 3 to level 5.

Mot truong qubc té ghi khoang rong hon 1a 1900-2500 tir. Tai liéu nay dung 1900—-2050
vi day 14 con sb trong vin ban cta Bo (QD 729). Cac dang cau hoi thuong gip gom tim ¥
chinh, doan nghia tir trong ngit canh, suy ludn, va dién cdu vao doan vin (text-
completion). Chuong 4 day tung dang.

One international school states a wider range of 1,900-2,500 words. This book uses 1,900—
2,050 because it is the figure in the Ministry’s document (Decision 729). Common question types

include main idea, words in context, inference and text-completion (placing a sentence into a
passage). Chapter 4 teaches each type.

K ning Viét — Writing

Phan Viét c6 hai bai trong 60 phut. Bai 1 1a thu hoac email khoang 120 tu, chiém mot
phan ba diém Viét. Bai 2 1a bai luan khoang 250 tir, néu quan diém c6 1y do va vi du,
chiém hai phan ba diém Viét.

The Writing section has two tasks in 60 minutes. Task 1 is a letter or email of about 120 words

and carries one third of the Writing score. Task 2 is an essay of about 250 words that states an
opinion with reasons and examples, and it carries two thirds of the Writing score.

Nén chia thoi gian khoang 20 phut cho bai 1 va khoang 40 phut cho bai 2. Qb 729 ghi
“khoang”, con mot sd trudng ghi “it nhat”. Hay viét du sb tir hodc hon mot chut. Bai viét
dugc cham theo bdn tiéu chi: hoan thanh yéu ciu dé (task fulfilment), t6 chirc bai
(organisation), tr vung (vocabulary) va ngir phap (grammar).

Plan roughly 20 minutes for Task 1 and roughly 40 minutes for Task 2. Decision 729 says

“about”, while some schools say “at least”. Write the full number of words or slightly more. The
writing is marked on four criteria: task fulfilment, organisation, vocabulary and grammar.

Ky nang Noi — Speaking

Phan Néi kéo dai 12 phat va c6 ba phan. Phan 1 13 twong tac xa hoi: giam khao hoi 3 dén
6 cau vé hai chii @& quen thudc. Phan 2 14 thao luan giai phap. Anh/chi nhan mét tinh
hudng kém ba giai phap. Anh/chi chon giai phap tot nhat va gii thich vi sao hai giai phap
con lai kém hon.

The Speaking section lasts 12 minutes and has three parts. Part 1 is social interaction: the

examiner asks 3 to 6 questions on two familiar topics. Part 2 is solution discussion. you receive
a situation with three solutions, choose the best one and explain why the other two are weaker.

Phan 3 1a phat trién chu dé: anh/chi néi vé mét chu dé cho sin, co thé dung y goi y hodc
tu phat trién y. Phan nay két thic bang mot s6 cau thao luan vé chii dé do.
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Part 3 is topic development: you speak about a given topic, using the suggested ideas or your
own. It ends with some discussion questions on the topic.

Bang tom tat cAu tric dé — Summary of the test structure
M&i hang cua bang 13 mot k¥ ning, v6i thoi gian va cau tric cia k§ nang do.
Each row of the table is one skill, with its time and structure.

K¥ nang Thoi gian Céu triic
Skill Time Structure

Khoang 40 phut, gdm thoi
Nghe gian chuyén dap an 3 phﬁn, 35 cau nhiéu lya chon
Listening About 40 minutes, including 3 parts, 35 multiple-choice questions

answer-transfer time

60 phut, gém thoi gian 4 bai doc, 40 cau nhiéu lya chon, téng 1900—
Doc chuyén dép an 2050 tur
Reading 60 minutes, including answer- 4 passages, 40 multiple-choice questions, 1,900—
transfer time 2,050 words in total

2 bai: thu/email khoang 120 tir va bai luan

Viét 60 phut khoang 250 tir
Writing 60 minutes 2 tasks: a letter/email of about 120 words and an
essay of about 250 words

3 phén: twong tic xa hoi, thao ludn giai phap,
No6i 12 phut phat trién chu dé
Speaking 12 minutes 3 parts: social interaction, solution discussion,
topic development

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Nghe 35 cau (8 + 12 + 15). Doc 40 cau, 4 bai, 1900-2050
tir, 60 phut. Viét 2 bai (khoang 120 va 250 tir), 60 phat. N6i 12 phit, 3 phan. Tong khoang
172 phat. Bai 1 Viét chiém 1/3 diém Viét, bai 2 chiém 2/3. B6n tiéu chi cham Viét: task
fulfilment, organisation, vocabulary, grammar.

Listening 35 questions (8 + 12 + 15). Reading 40 questions, 4 passages, 1,900—2,050 words, 60
minutes. Writing 2 tasks (about 120 and 250 words), 60 minutes. Speaking 12 minutes, 3 parts. About
172 minutes in total. Writing Task 1 is 1/3 of the Writing score and Task 2 is 2/3. The four Writing
criteria are task fulfilment, organisation, vocabulary and grammar.

Khi dé cia trwong khiac khuon VSTEP — When a school’s test differs from the VSTEP
format

Tai liéu nay day mot khuén VSTEP duy nhét cho ca B1 va B2. Mot s6 trudng ra dé Bl
ndi bd khac khuon VSTEP. Vi du, d¢ miu Bl cua Truong Pai hoc Ngoai ngli —
PHQGHN c¢6 30 cau Nghe (35 phit) va 30 cau Poc (45 phut). Phan Viét 45 phat, phan
Noéi 10 phut. Hay hoi trudng minh vé sb cau, s6 phut va dang bai.

This book teaches a single VSTEP format for both Bl and B2. Some schools set their own Bl

paper that differs from the VSTEP format. For example, the Bl sample of the University of
Languages and International Studies, VNU Hanoi, has 30 Listening questions in 35 minutes, 30
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Reading questions in 45 minutes, 45 minutes for Writing and 10 minutes for Speaking. Ask your
school about the number of questions, the minutes and the task types.

1.3. Cach tinh diém va quy doi bac — Scoring and level conversion

Mbi k¥ nang dugc cham theo thang 10 va lam tron dén 0,5. Piém trung binh cua bdn ki
ning ciing duoc 1am tron dén 0,5, rdi dung dé xac dinh bac (QP 729). Riéng k¥ ning
Viét, diém ky nang 1a su két hop cua hai bai voi ti trong 1/3 va 2/3.

Each skill is scored on a scale of 10 and rounded to the nearest 0.5. The average of the four

skills is also rounded to the nearest 0.5 and then used to decide the level (Decision 729). For
Writing in particular, the skill score combines the two tasks with weights of 1/3 and 2/3.

Tinh diém turng bwdc — Calculating step by step

1. Lay diém cia bon ky nang: Nghe, DPoc, Viét, N6i, mdi diém trén thang 10 va da lam
tron dén 0,5.
Take the scores of the four skills: Listening, Reading, Writing, Speaking, each out of 10 and
rounded to 0.5.

2. Véi Viét, nhan diém bai 1 voi 1/3, nhan diém bai 2 v6i 2/3, rdi cong hai két qua. Lam
tron dén 0,5 dé c6 diém Viét.
For Writing, multiply the Task I score by 1/3 and the Task 2 score by 2/3, then add the two
results. Round to 0.5 to get the Writing score.

3. Cong bon diém k¥ ning rdi chia cho 4 dé c6 diém trung binh.
Add the four skill scores and divide by 4 to get the average.

4. Lam tron diém trung binh dén 0,5 theo quy tic ¢ phan dudi.
Round the average to 0.5 using the rule in the next part.

5. Tra diém di 1am tron vao bang quy doi dé biét bac.
Look the rounded score up in the conversion table to find the level.

Quy tac 1am tron 0,5 — The 0.5 rounding rule

QD 729 chi ghi “lam tron dén 0,5 diém” ma khong néi cach lam tron. Cach 1am tron nam
trong Quy ché thi danh gia ning luc ngoai ngit cii. P6 12 Vian ban hop nhit 01/VBHN-
BGDDT niam 2022, Diéu 21, ap dung cho diém ting bai thi. Phan 1é tir 0,25 dén duéi
0,75 dugc tinh thanh 0,5. Phan 1¢ tir 0,75 dén dudi 1,25 dugc tinh thanh 1,0.

Decision 729 only says “rounded to 0.5 without giving the method. The method is in the older
Regulation on foreign language proficiency tests (consolidated text 01/VBHN-BGDDT of 2022,
Article 21, applied to the score of each test). A fractional part from 0.25 up to below 0.75 counts
as 0.5. A fractional part from 0.75 up to below 1.25 counts as 1.0.

N6i gon hon: nhan diém 1én gap d6i, lam tron dén s6 nguyén gan nhat (dung mot nira thi
lam tron 1€n), roi chia lai cho hai. Vi du 6,25 nhan 2 dugc 12,5, lam tron 1én 13, chia 2
duoc 6,5.

Put more simply: double the score, round to the nearest whole number (exactly half goes up),

then halve it again. For example, 6.25 doubled is 12.5, which rounds up to 13, and half of 13 is
6.5.
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Vin ban hop nhat 01/2022 nay hét hiéu lyc vi TT 09/2026 thay cac thong tu gdc ciia né
(TT 23/2017 va TT 24/2021). TT 09/2026 chua néu lai quy tic ndy. Vay hiy coi ddy la
cach 1am tron thong dung di ting duoc quy dinh, va hoi don vi thi néu diém cua anh/chi
sat bién.

Consolidated text 01/2022 is no longer in force because Circular 09/2026 replaced its parent
circulars (Circular 23/2017 and Circular 24/2021). Circular 09/2026 does not restate this rule.

So treat it as a customary rounding method that was once laid down in regulation, and ask the
test unit if your score is close to a boundary.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Lam tron timg diém k¥ ning rdi lai 1am tron
trung binh theo cach ty nghi ra (vi du ludn lam tron xubng). Hiy dung ding quy tic 0,25 va
0,75 & trén cho moi 1an 1am tron.

Rounding each skill and then the average by a method you invented (for example always rounding
down). Use the 0.25 and 0.75 rule above for every rounding.

Quy ddi diém trung binh sang bic — From average score to level
biém trung binh da lam tron roi vao khoang nao thi dugc bac d6. biém dudi 4,0 chua
duoc xét bac.

The band into which the rounded average falls gives the level. An average below 4.0 is not rated
at any level.

Piém trung binh Két qua
Average score Result

Duéi 4,0 Khong xét bac
Below 4.0 No level awarded
4,0-5,5 Bac 3 (B1)
4.0-5.5 Level 3 (Bl)

6,0 8,0 Bac 4 (B2)
6.0-8.0 Level 4 (B2)
8,5-10 Bac 5 (C1)
85-10 Level 5 (Cl)

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Vi du gia dinh: mét thi sinh dwoc Nghe 6,0, Poc 6,5, Viét 5,5 va Noi
6,0. Téng bdn diém 1a 24,0; chia 4 duoc 6,0. P ding bdi cua 0,5 nén khong can 1am tron. 6,0
nam trong khoang 6,0-8,0 nén két qua la bac 4, du Viét chi dat 5.5.

Hypothetical example: a candidate scores Listening 6.0, Reading 6.5, Writing 5.5 and Speaking 6.0.
The four scores add up to 24.0; divided by 4 this gives 6.0. It is already a multiple of 0.5, so no

rounding is needed. 6.0 falls in the 6.0-8.0 band, so the result is level 4, even though Writing is only
5.5.
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Piém san tirng k§ ning — Minimum score per skill

QP 729 chi dung diém trung binh dé xac dinh bac. Vin ban khong co diéu kién kiéu
“khong k¥ nang nao dudi muc X”. Tuy vay, don vi td chirc thi hodc co s& dao tao c6 thé
dat quy dinh riéng.

Decision 729 uses only the average to decide the level. It has no condition of the type “no skill
below X . Yet the test unit or the training institution may set its own rule.

Néu mét trudng yéu cau “tdi thiéu 5,0 mdi k¥ nang”, d6 1a quy dinh cta trudng, khong
phai diéu khoan trong QD 729. Hiy doc k¥ thong bao ctia noi anh/chi ndp chiing chi.

If a school demands “at least 5.0 in every skill”, that is the school’s rule, not a provision of
Decision 729. Read carefully the notice of the place where you will submit your certificate.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Thang 10, lam tron 0,5. Trung binh 4 k¥ ning, lam tron
0,5. Duéi 4,0: khong xét. 4,0-5,5: bac 3. 6,0-8,0: bac 4. 8,5-10: bac 5. Lam tron: 0,25 dén
dusi 0,75 thanh 0,5; 0,75 dén dudi 1,25 thanh 1,0. Viét = 1/3 bai 1 + 2/3 bai 2.

Scale of 10, rounded to 0.5. Average of four skills, rounded to 0.5. Below 4.0: not rated. 4.0-5.5: level
3. 6.0-8.0: level 4. 8.5-10: level 5. Rounding: 0.25 to below 0.75 becomes 0.5; 0.75 to below 1.25
becomes 1.0. Writing = 1/3 Task 1 + 2/3 Task 2.

1.4. Khung 6 bac: moé ta bac 3 va bac 4 — The six-level framework: levels 3 and 4

Mo ta cac bac nam trong Thong tu 01/2014/TT-BGDPT vé Khung ning luc ngoai ngit 6
bac dung cho Viét Nam. Bang dién dat lai y chinh cua bac 3 va bac 4 theo ting k¥ ning,
dé anh/chi thdy bac 4 khac bac 3 ¢ chd nao.

The level descriptors are in Circular 01/2014/TT-BGDDT on the six-level foreign language

competence framework for Vietnam. The table paraphrases the main ideas of levels 3 and 4 for
each skill, so you can see where level 4 differs from level 3.

K¥ ning Bac 3 (B1) Bac 4 (B2)
Skill Level 3 (Bl) Level 4 (B2)

Hiéu y chinh cuia 16i n6i hay van ban
16 rang vé chi dé quen thudc trong
cong vige, truong hoc, giai tri. Xu ly
dugc hau hét tinh hudng khi dén noi
dung ngon ngir d6. Ké duoc kinh

Hiéu y chinh ciia vin ban phirc tap vé chi
dé cu thé 1an triru tuong, ké ca trao doi ky
thuat thugc chuyén mon ctiia minh. Giao

tiép troi chay, tw nhién véi ngudi ban ngit.
Viét 16 rang, chi tiét; giai thich quan diém

nghiém, sy kién, udc mo; néu ngan A 2, ,
va néu uu, nhugc diém cua cac phuong an.

Tong quat  oop 1y do, ¥ kién, ké hoach.

i Understands the main ideas of complex text on
Overall Understands the main points of clear . ] p
o ‘ ) concrete and abstract topics, including
speech or text on familiar matters in . . . , .
o i technical discussion in one’s own field.
work, school and leisure. Copes with most . .
o ) Interacts fluently and naturally with native
situations when travelling where the . . . ;
. speakers. Writes clearly and in detail; explains
language is spoken. Talks about . . .
] a viewpoint and sets out the pros and cons of
experiences, events and dreams and ontions
briefly gives reasons, opinions and plans. p
Nghe Nam thong tin thuc t& don gidn, xac Hicu bai noi ve ca chu dé quen lan khong
Listening dinh y chinh cta bai noi rd rang ve quen. Hicu y chinh bai giang hay bai phat
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Bac 3 (B1) Bac 4 (B2)

Level 3 (Bl) Level 4 (B2)

cha dé quen. Theo dugc ¥ chinh hoi  biéu hoc thuét, nghé nghiép co ¥ tuong

thoai kéo dai néu ngudi noi phat am  phurc tap. Hiéu thong bao & toc do binh
10, chuan. thuong.

Picks up simple factual information and Understands talks on familiar and unfamiliar
the main idea of a clear talk on a familiar  topics. Grasps the main idea of academic or
subject. Follows the gist of an extended professional lectures with complex ideas.
conversation if the speech is clear and Understands announcements at normal speed.
standard.

Tuong dbi ty tin véi chu d& quen nhu  Giao tiép doc lap vé nhiéu cha dé, 1ap luan

so thich, hoc tap, viéc lam. Trao ddi ¢6 cu trac mach lac, giai thich va bao v¢
Noi va x4c nhén thong tin. quan diém.
Speaking Fairly confident on familiar topics such Communicates independently on many topics,
as hobbies, study and work. Exchanges builds a coherent, structured argument,
and checks information. explains and defends a viewpoint.

Viet bai chi ti€t, 1 rang, dua thong tin va
Viét bai don gidn, c6 lién két, vé chu  14p luén tir nhi€u nguon, lién két vGi quan

Viét dé quen thudc. diém ctia ngudi khac.
Writing Writes simple, connected text on familiar | Writes detailed, clear text, bringing in
topics. information and arguments from several

sources and linking them with others’ views.

Vi hoc vién cao hoc, bac 4 thuong 1a yéu cau tot nghiép vi n6 gﬁn vo1 viéc doc tai liéu
va trao d6i chuyén mon hon. O bac nay anh/chi phai bao vé ¥ kién, so sanh phuong an va
theo dugc bai gidang hoc thuét.

For master’s students, level 4 is often the graduation requirement because it is closer to reading

source material and discussing your field. At this level you must defend an opinion, compare
options and follow an academic lecture.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Béc 3 = hiéu ¥ chinh, néi dugc kinh nghiém va ké hoach,
viét bai don gian c6 lién két. Bac 4 = hiéu vin ban phirc tap, giao tiép troi chdy, giai thich va
bao v€ quan diém, viét chi tiét.

Level 3 = understands main points, talks about experiences and plans, writes simple connected text.
Level 4 = understands complex text, interacts fluently, explains and defends views, writes in detail.

1.5. Ngoai ngir diu vao, dau ra thac si: TT 23/2021 va TT 53/2026 — Master’s

entry and exit language requirements

Pau vao 1a diéu kién dé dugc nhan vao hoc. Pau ra 1a diéu kién dé dugc xét tot nghiép.
Hai théng tu cing ton tai trong giai doan chuyén tiép, nén dé nham. Thong tu
23/2021/TT-BGDBT (TT 23/2021) 13 quy ché tuyén sinh va dao tao trinh do thac si, ky
ngay 30/8/2021, c6 hiéu lyc tir 15/10/2021.

Entry is the condition for being admitted. Exit is the condition for being considered for
graduation. Two circulars coexist during the transition, so they are easy to confuse. Circular
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23/2021/TT-BGDDT (Circular 23/2021) is the regulation on master’s admission and training,
signed on 30 August 2021 and effective from 15 October 2021.

Thong tu 53/2026/TT-BGDPT (TT 53/2026) 1a quy ché tuyén sinh va dao tao sau dai
hoc. Thong tu nay thay thé TT 23/2021 va ca thong tu vé trinh d6 tién si. Anh/chi thudc
thong tu ndo phy thudc vao thoi diém thong béo tuyén sinh va thoi diém nhap hoc.

Circular 53/2026/TT-BGDDT (Circular 53/2026) is the regulation on postgraduate admission

and training, and it replaces Circular 23/2021 (and the circular on doctoral training). Which
one applies to you depends on the date of your admission notice and the date you enrol.

TT 23/2021: bac 3 vao, bac 4 ra — Circular 23/2021: level 3 in, level 4 out

Theo TT 23/2021, chuong trinh dio tao phai néu rd ngoai ngir duoc chap nhan ¢ dau vao
va dau ra. Ngoai ngit ¢au vao va dau ra cia mdi ngudi hoc phai 1a cing mot ngdn ngi
(Diéu 2). Pau vao doi hoi ngoai ngir tir bac 3 tré 1én (Piéu 5).

Under Circular 23/2021, the training programme must state which foreign language is accepted

at entry and at exit. Each learner’s entry and exit language must be the same language (Article
2). Entry requires a foreign language at level 3 or above (Article 5).

C6 ba cach minh ching dau vao. Cach mot: bang dai hoc nganh ngdén ngit nudc ngoai,
hoic bang dai hoc ma chuong trinh hoc chil yéu bang ngoai ngit. Cach hai: bang dai hoc
do chinh co so dao tao cép trong vong 2 nam, véi chuan dau ra di dat bac 3. Cach ba:
chung chi twong duong bac 3 tr¢ lén theo phu luc, con hiéu luc dén ngay dang ky du
tuyén. Chuong trinh day bang ngoai ngir thi doi bac 4.

There are three ways to show entry ability. First: a university degree in a foreign language, or a
degree whose programme was taught mainly in a foreign language. Second: a university degree
awarded by the same institution within the past 2 years, with an exit standard of level 3. Third: a

certificate equivalent to level 3 or above under the appendix and still valid on the application
date. A programme taught in a foreign language asks for level 4.

Pau ra (diéu kién xét tt nghiép) theo Piéu 12 c6 ba cach minh ching. Cach mot: chimg
chi twong duong bic 4 c6 trude thoi diém xét tot nghiép. Cach hai: bang dai hoc nganh
ngoai ngit. Cach ba: bang dai hoc nganh khac c6 toan by chuong trinh day bang ngoai
ngtr.

The exit requirement (a condition for graduation) under Article 12 has three ways of proof-
First: a certificate equivalent to level 4 obtained before the graduation review. Second: a
university degree in a foreign language. Third: a degree in another field taught entirely in a
foreign language.

TT 53/2026: co s6 tw quy dinh — Circular 53/2026: institutions set their own level

TT 53/2026 do B trudng Bo Gido duc va Pao tao ban hanh thang 6/2026. Van ban dugc
dang trén Cong thong tin dién tar Chinh phi ngay 16/7/2026.

Circular 53/2026 was issued by the Minister of Education and Training in June 2026. It was
published on the Government web portal on 16 July 2026.

Noi dung chinh nhu sau. Piéu 2: thong tu 4p dung véi cac khoa thong bao tuyén sinh thac

sT va tién si tir ngdy 01/01/2027. Piéu 6: co sd dao tao quy dinh yéu cau dau vao, khong
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thip hon chuan chwong trinh. Yéu ciu nay goém ca ning lyc ngdén ngit phu hop véi
chuong trinh.

The main content is as follows. Article 2: the circular applies to master’s and doctoral admission
rounds announced from 1 January 2027. Article 6: entry requirements are set by the training
institution and may not be lower than the programme standard, including language ability suited
fo the programme.

Piéu 13: diéu kién tot nghiép gdbm ning lyc ngoai ngit cing mot sb ning luc khéc, theo
chuan dau ra ciia chuong trinh. Didu 4 khoan 6: chimg chi ngoai ngir 1am minh ching
dau vao va dau ra phai thudc danh sach hodc danh muc do BJ cong nhan.

Article 13: graduation conditions include foreign language ability together with other
competences, according to the programme’s exit standard. Article 4, clause 6: a foreign
language certificate used as evidence for entry and exit must be on a list or catalogue recognised
by the Ministry.

Piém cin nhd: TT 53/2026 khong ghi cing “bac 3” hay “bac 4”. Tir khoa tuyén sinh
2027, bac cu thé do chuong trinh va co s& dao tao quy dinh. Mot s6 chuong trinh ¢6 thé
van giit bac 3 dau vao va bac 4 dau ra. D6 1a quy dinh cua co so, khong phai ctia thong
tu.

The point to remember: Circular 53/2026 does not fix “level 3" or “level 4”. From the 2027
admission cohort, the specific level is set by the programme and the institution. Some
programmes may keep level 3 for entry and level 4 for exit, but that is the institution’s rule, not
the circular’s.

Moéc chuyén tiép — Transition dates

Diéu 34 TT 53/2026 la diéu khoan chuyén tiép. Khoan 1: nguoi tring tuyén theo thong
bao ban hanh truéc ngay thong tu ¢é hiéu lyc va nhap hoc trude 01/01/2027 tiép tuc theo
TT 23/2021. Khoan 3: phu lyc bang chimg chi ctia TT 23/2021 tiép tuc duoc dung dén
hét 31/12/2027.

Article 34 of Circular 53/2026 is the transitional provision. Clause 1: a person admitted under a
notice issued before the circular takes effect and enrolling before 1 January 2027 continues
under Circular 23/2021. Clause 3: the certificate table in the appendix of Circular 23/2021
remains in use until the end of 31 December 2027.

Ba tinh hudng gia dinh cho thiy cach ap hai khoan d6. Cot trai 14 tinh hudng, cot phai 1a
thong tu 4p dung.

Three hypothetical situations show how those two clauses apply. The left column is the situation
and the right column is the governing circular.
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Tinh hudng Thong tu ap dung
Situation Governing circular

Thong bao trudc ngay hicu luc, trung tuyén va nhép

hoc trudc 01/01/2027 TT 23/2021

Notice before the effective date; admitted and enrolled before = Circular 23/2021

1 Jan 2027

Thong béo tuyén sinh tir 01/01/2027 TT 53/2026

Admission notice from 1 Jan 2027 Circular 53/2026

Trang tuyén theo thong bao trude ngay hiéu luc nhung

nhap hoc sau 01/01/2027 Chua rd: hoi co so dao tao
Admitted under a notice before the effective date but Unclear: ask the institution

enrolling after 1 Jan 2027

C6 mot trudng hop hai diéu khoan khong khdp 1d: ngudi tring tuyén theo thong bao cii
nhung nhép hoc sau 01/01/2027. Anh/chi nén hoi bd phan dao tao sau dai hoc cua co s¢
noi minh hoc, va xin cau tra 10i bang van ban.

There is one case in which the two provisions do not clearly match: a person admitted under the

old notice who enrols after 1 January 2027. Ask the postgraduate training office of your
institution and request the answer in writing.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — TT 23/2021: d4u vao béc 3, dau ra bic 4 (chuong trinh day
bing ngoai ngit: ddu vao bac 4). TT 53/2026: ap dung cho khoa thong bao tuyén sinh tir
01/01/2027, khong ghi ctiing bac; co s¢ tu quy dinh. Bang ching chi ctia TT 23/2021 dung
dén hét 31/12/2027.

Circular 23/2021: level 3 for entry, level 4 for exit (programmes taught in a foreign language: level 4
for entry). Circular 53/2026: applies to admission rounds announced from 1 January 2027, does not
fix a level; the institution decides. The Circular 23/2021 certificate table is usable until the end of 31
December 2027.

1.6. Bang quy doi chirng chi twong dwong bac 3, bac 4 — Equivalent certificates for
levels 3 and 4

Néu c6 chtng chi quéc té, anh/chi co thé dung no thay cho VSTEP. Phu luc caa TT
23/2021 1a bang tham chiéu chinh thirc ctia Bo trong giai doan nay. Phu luc khéng c6
dong VSTEP. Ly do: VSTEP do chinh céc don vi thi cép theo khung 6 bac, va bac 3 hoac
bac 4 dugc ghi ngay trén ching chi.

If you hold an international certificate you may use it instead of VSTEP. The appendix to

Circular 23/2021 is the Ministry’s official reference table for this period. The appendix has no
VSTEP row. The reason: VSTEP is issued by the test units themselves under the six-level

framework, and level 3 or level 4 is printed on the certificate.

Khoang ctia By — The Ministry’s ranges (Circular 23/2021, appendix)

Mbi hang cho khoang diém ctia mot chung chi ung véi bac 3 va bac 4. Vi dy, IELTS tur
4.0 dén 5.0 1a bac 3, tr 5.5 dén 6.5 1a bac 4.
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Each row gives the score range of one certificate for level 3 and level 4. For example, IELTS 4.0
to 5.0 is level 3 and 5.5 to 6.5 is level 4.

Chirng chi Bac 3 Bac 4
Certificate Level 3 Level 4

TOEFL iBT 3045 46-93
Pé trong trong vin
TOEFL ITP 450-499 ban
Blank cell in the
document
IELTS 4.0-5.0 5.5-6.5
Cambridge (B1 Preliminary, B1 Business
Preliminary, Linguaskill: bac 3; B2 First, B2
Business Vantage, Linguaskill: bac 4) 140-159 160-179
Cambridge (B1 Preliminary, BI Business
Preliminary, Linguaskill: level 3; B2 First, B2
Business Vantage, Linguaskill: level 4)
TOEIC 4 k¥ nang, Nghe
TOEIC four skills, Listening 275399 400-489
TOEIC, Boc
TOEIC, Reading 275-384 385-454
TOEIC, Noi
TOEIC, Speaking 120-159 160-179
TOEIC, Viet 120-149 150-179

TOEIC, Writing

O TOEFL ITP bac 4 dé tréng trong phy luc ctia TT 23/2021 (ban cta Pai hoc Kinh té
Quédc dan ciing dé trong). Vi vay tai liéu nay khong dua con s6 cho 6 d6. Anh/chi dimg tu
suy ra, hdy hoi noi nhan ching chi.

The TOEFL ITP level 4 cell is blank in the appendix of Circular 23/2021 (the copy of the
National Economics University is blank too). This book therefore gives no figure for that cell. Do
not infer one yourself; ask the place that will receive your certificate.

Ngudng cua tung truong — A school’s own thresholds

Mot sb co so dit ngudng riéng, va ngudng nay khong phai 1a khoang cua Bo. Vi du,
Huéng dan 1011/HD-PHQGHN cua Pai hoc Quéc gia Ha Noi (ban hanh ngay
23/3/2023) ghi IELTS 4.5, 5.5 va 7.0 cho bac 3, 4, 5. Ciing theo huéng dan nay, TOEFL
iBT 1a 42, 72 va 95; Cambridge 1a 140, 160 va 180; VSTEP 3-5 12 4.0, 6.0 va 8.5. Bo 1a
cac mirc toi thiéu ma noi ay chon.

Some institutions set their own thresholds, and these are not the Ministry’s ranges. For example,

Guideline 1011/HD-DHQGHN of Vietnam National University, Hanoi (issued on 23 March
2023) lists IELTS 4.5, 5.5 and 7.0 for levels 3, 4 and 5. The same guideline gives TOEFL iBT 42,
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72 and 95; Cambridge 140, 160 and 180; and VSTEP 3-5 at 4.0, 6.0 and 8.5. These are the
minimum levels that institution chose.

Chang han, TOEFL iBT 50 nam trong khoang bac 4 ctia Bo (46-93) nhung thip hon
ngudng 72 cua huéng dan trén. Mot co sé khac con thém ching chi Aptis ESOL B2 vao
bang cta minh (Pai hoc Nha Trang), trong khi TT 23/2021 khong c6 dong nay. Hay xem
d6 1a chung chi “mot sd truong chap nhan”, khong phai ching chi Bo da cong nhan.

For instance, a TOEFL iBT score of 50 lies inside the Ministry’s level 4 range (46—93) but below
the 72 threshold in that guideline. Another institution (Nha Trang University) adds the Aptis

ESOL B2 certificate to its own table, which Circular 23/2021 does not have. Treat it as a
certificate “some schools accept”, not one the Ministry has recognised.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Théy diém ctia minh ndm trong khoang cta B
r0i cho 1a du. Noi anh/chi ndp chung chi co thé dat nguong cao hon (TOEFL iBT 50 dat bac 4
theo B nhung chua dat ngudng 72). Hay so v6i ngudng ctua chinh noi ndp.

Seeing your score inside the Ministry’s range and assuming it is enough. The place where you submit
may set a higher threshold (TOEFL iBT 50 is level 4 for the Ministry but below the 72 threshold).
Compare with the threshold of the place you submit to.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — IELTS: bac 3 = 4.0-5.0, bac 4 = 5.5-6.5. TOEFL iBT: bac
3 =30-45, bac 4 =46-93. Cambridge: bac 3 = 140-159, bac 4 = 160-179. TOEFL ITP bac 3
= 450-499; bac 4 dé tréng, khong tu suy ra.

IELTS: level 3 = 4.0-5.0, level 4 = 5.5-6.5. TOEFL iBT: level 3 = 3045, level 4 = 46-93.
Cambridge: level 3 = 140—159, level 4 = 160—179. TOEFL ITP level 3 = 450-499; level 4 is blank,
do not infer it.

1.7. Quy ché thi, ho so va luu y ngay thi — Exam rules and exam-day notes

Quy ché cii (Van ban hop nhat 01/2022) nay hét hiéu luc va chi néu dé tham khao. Quy
ché d6 quy dinh mdi bai Viét va Noi do hai giam khao cham doc 1ap. Néu hai diém chénh
nhau duéi 1,0 thi 1y trung binh. Néu chénh tir 1,0 trd 1én thi cham lai.

The older regulation (consolidated text 01/2022, no longer in force, cited only as background)
provided that each Writing and Speaking performance is marked independently by two
examiners. If the two scores differ by less than 1.0 they are averaged. If they differ by 1.0 or
more, the work is re-marked.

TT 09/2026 cho phép don vi dang thi theo TT 23/2017 (stra bai TT 24/2021) tiép tuc thi
va cdp chung chi dén hét 31/12/2026 (Piéu 8). Vi vay tir 15/4/2026 dén hét 31/12/2026
c6 hai ché d6 cung tdn tai cho cac don vi cil.

Circular 09/2026 lets units testing under Circular 23/2017 (amended by Circular 24/2021)

continue testing and issuing certificates until the end of 31 December 2026 (Article 8). So from
15 April 2026 to the end of 31 December 2026 two regimes coexist for the older units.

Ngay thi: mang gidy to ty than con hiéu lyc va dén sém. Phuc khao 14 viéc xin chim lai
bai thi. Quy ché cii ghi han ndp don phiic khao 13 7 ngay 1am viéc ké tir ngay cong bd két
qua. Quy ché d6 da hét hiéu Iyc. Han ndp don va cach phuc khao hién nay do timg don vi
thi cong bd. Ngudn di tra khong co quy dinh chung con hiéu luc.
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On exam day bring valid identification and arrive early. A review (phuc khao) is a request to
have your paper re-marked. The older regulation set the deadline for review applications at 7
working days from the date results are announced, but that regulation is no longer in force.
Review deadlines and procedures are now published by each test unit; the sources consulted
contain no general rule still in force.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Vin ban hop nhat 01/2022 da hét hiéu luc; TT 09/2026 c6
hiéu Iyc tir 15/4/2026. Pon vi thi theo quy ché cii duoc tiép tuc dén hét 31/12/2026. Phuc
khao va gidy to: theo thong bao ctia don vi thi.

Consolidated text 01/2022 is no longer in force; Circular 09/2026 is effective from 15 April 2026.
Units testing under the old rules may continue until the end of 31 December 2026. Reviews and
documents: follow the test unit’s notice.

1.8. Bai tap van dung c¢0 101 gidi — Applied exercises with solutions

Bai 1. Tinh diém trung binh (1) - Exercise 1. Calculating an average (1)
Piém gia dinh: Nghe 6,5; Poc 7,0; Viét 5,5; Néi 6,0. Tinh diém trung binh da lam tron va
cho biét bac.

Hypothetical scores: Listening 6.5, Reading 7.0, Writing 5.5, Speaking 6.0. Find the rounded
average and the level.

1. Cong bdn diém: 6,5 + 7,0 + 5,5 + 6,0 = 25,0. Chia 4 dugc 6,25.
Add the four scores: 6.5 + 7.0 + 5.5 + 6.0 = 25.0. Divide by 4 to get 6.25.

2. Lam tron: phan 1¢ 0,25 nam tir 0,25 dén dudi 0,75 nén tinh thanh 0,5. Piém trung binh
l1a 6,5.
Round: the fractional part 0.25 lies from 0.25 to below 0.75, so it counts as 0.5. The average
is 6.5.

3. Tra bang: 6,5 thudc dai 6,0-8,0 nén la bac 4.
Check the table: 6.5 lies in the 6.0-8.0 band, so the result is level 4.

Bai 2. Tinh diém trung binh (2) - Exercise 2. Calculating an average (2)
Piém gia dinh: Nghe 5,0; Poc 4,5; Viét 5,0; Néi 4,5. Tinh diém trung binh da lam tron va
cho biét bac.

Hypothetical scores: Listening 5.0, Reading 4.5; Writing 5.0; Speaking 4.5. Find the rounded
average and the level.

1. Cong bon diém: 5,0 + 4,5+ 5,0 + 4,5 = 19,0. Chia 4 duoc 4,75.
Add the four scores: 5.0 + 4.5 + 5.0 + 4.5 = 19.0. Divide by 4 to get 4.75.
2. Lam tron: 4,75 ¢6 phan 1¢ 0,75 nén tinh thanh 1,0, tirc 4,75 thanh 5,0.
Round: 4.75 has a fractional part of 0.75, which counts as 1.0, so 4.75 becomes 5.0.

3. Tra bang: 5,0 thudc dai 4,0-5,5 nén la bac 3.
Check the table: 5.0 lies in the 4.0-5.5 band, so the result is level 3.
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Bai 3. Bién gidi giira hai bac — Exercise 3. At the boundary between levels

Piém gia dinh: Nghe 3,5; Poc 4,0; Viét 4,0; N6i 3,5. Hoi thi sinh ¢ duoc xét bac khong?
Dung quy tic 1am tron néu & muc 1.3 va nhé rang quy tic dy dén tir quy ché cil.
Hypothetical scores: Listening 3.5; Reading 4.0; Writing 4.0, Speaking 3.5. Is the candidate

rated at a level? Use the rounding rule in section 1.3 and remember that it comes from the older
regulation.

1. Téng 15,0; chia 4 duoc 3,75. Theo quy tac, phﬁn 1¢ 0,75 thanh 1,0, nén 3,75 lam tron
thanh 4,0. Vay dat bac 3.
The total is 15.0; divided by 4 it is 3.75. Under the rule, a fractional part of 0.75 becomes
1.0, so 3.75 rounds to 4.0. So level 3 is reached.

2. Biém nam sat bién va quy tac dén tir quy ché cii, nén can hoi don vi thi dé chac chan.
Because the score is right at the boundary and the rule comes from the older regulation,
confirm with the test unit.

Bai 4. Tinh diém Viét c6 ti trong — Exercise 4. Weighted Writing score
Piém gia dinh: bai 1 (thu) dugc 6,0 va bai 2 (luan) dugc 8,0. Tinh diém Viét, biét bai 1
chiém 1/3 va bai 2 chiém 2/3.

Hypothetical scores: Task 1 (letter) gets 6.0 and Task 2 (essay) gets 8.0. Find the Writing score,
given that Task 1 is worth 1/3 and Task 2 is worth 2/3.

1. Nhan tirng bai vai ti trong: 6,0 x 1/3 =2,0 va 8,0 x 2/3 = 5,33. Cong lai dugc 7,33.
Multiply each task by its weight: 6.0 x 1/3 = 2.0 and 8.0 x 2/3 = 5.33. Adding gives 7.33.

2. Lam tron: 7,33 ¢6 phan 1¢ 0,33 nam tir 0,25 dén dudi 0,75 nén tinh thanh 0,5. Diém
Viét1a 7,5.
Round: 7.33 has a fractional part of 0.33, which lies from 0.25 to below 0.75, so it counts as
0.5. The Writing score is 7.5.

Bai 5. Chon thong tu theo ngay — Exercise 5. Choosing the circular by date

Ba nguoi gia dinh. Nguoi (a): thong bao tuyén sinh ngay 20/3/2026, nhap hoc 05/9/2026.
Nguoi (b): thong bao tuyén sinh ngay 10/01/2027. Ngudi (c): thong bao ngay 20/3/2026,
trang tuyén, nhung xin nhap hoc ngay 15/01/2027. Xac dinh thong tu ap dung cho ting
nguoi.

Three hypothetical people: (a) admission notice on 20 March 2026, enrolment on 5 September

2026, (b) admission notice on 10 January 2027, (c) notice on 20 March 2026, admitted, but
enrolling on 15 January 2027. Decide which circular applies.

1. Nguoi (a): thong bao ra trude ngay TT 53/2026 c6 hi¢u lyc va nhap hoc trude
01/01/2027, nén theo TT 23/2021. Dau vao bac 3, du ra bac 4.

Person (a): the notice came before Circular 53/2026 took effect and enrolment is before 1
January 2027, so Circular 23/2021 applies: level 3 in, level 4 out.

2. Nguoi (b): thong bao sau 01/01/2027, nén theo TT 53/2026. Bac do co s¢ dao tao quy
dinh.

Person (b): the notice is after 1 January 2027, so Circular 53/2026 applies. The level is set
by the institution.
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3. Ngudi (c): hai diéu khoan khong khép 6, nén phai hoi co s dao tao.
Person (c): the two provisions do not clearly match, so ask the institution.

Bai 6. Poc bang quy d6i (1) — Exercise 6. Reading the conversion table (1)

Gia dinh mdt nguoi ¢6 IELTS 5.5, mdt ngudi ¢6 IELTS 5.0 va mdt nguodi c6 TOEFL iBT
45. Theo bang cua Bo (TT 23/2021), mdi ngudi & bac nao?

Suppose one person has IELTS 5.5, another IELTS 5.0 and another TOEFL iBT 45. According to
the Ministry’s table (Circular 23/2021), what level is each?

1. IELTS 5.5 thuoc khoang 5.5-6.5, nén bac 4.
IELTS 5.5 lies in 5.5-6.5, so level 4.

2. IELTS 5.0 thudc khoang 4.0-5.0, nén bac 3.
IELTS 5.0 lies in 4.0-5.0, so level 3.

3. TOEFL iBT 45 thudc khoang 3045, nén bac 3. Bac 4 bat dau tir 46.
TOEFL iBT 45 lies in 30—45, so level 3. Level 4 begins at 46.

Bai 7. Poc bang quy d6i (2): B va trwomg — Exercise 7. Reading the table (2): Ministry
versus school

Mot ngudi gia dinh ¢6 TOEFL iBT 50, ndp cho mot noi dung ngudng ctia Huéng dan
1011 (bac 4 1a 72). Nguoi do dat bac 4 theo Bo khong, va theo ngudng 1011 khdng?

A hypothetical person has TOEFL iBT 50 and submits it to a place using the thresholds in

Guideline 1011 (level 4 is 72). Does the person reach level 4 under the Ministry’s table, and
under the 1011 threshold?

1. Theo B9, 50 thudc khoang 46-93 nén 1a bac 4.
Under the Ministry’s table, 50 lies in 4693, so level 4.

2. Theo ngudng 1011, 50 chua dat 72 nén chua dat bac 4. Piém nay dat bac 3 vi cao hon
ngudng 42.
Under the 1011 threshold, 50 is below 72, so level 4 is not reached. The score does reach
level 3, since it is above 42.

Bai 8. Lén ké hoach thoi gian cho phi}in Doc — Exercise 8. Planning time for Reading
Phéan Poc ¢6 4 bai, 40 cau, 60 phat (4¢3 gom thoi gian chuyén dap an). Pé xuit mot cach
chia thoi gian.
Reading has 4 passages, 40 questions and 60 minutes (answer transfer included). Suggest a time
split.
1. Vi du: 13 phut mdi bai, tirc 52 phut cho 4 bai. Giir 8 phut dé chuyén dap an va ra soat.
Céc cach chia khéc ciing ding néu tong bang 60 phiit.
For example: 13 minutes per passage, 52 minutes for four, keeping 8 minutes for answer
transfer and checking. Other splits are also correct if the total is 60 minutes.

1.9. Cau hoi tu luan va dan y tra loi — Essay questions and answer outlines

Ciu 1. So sanh yéu ciu ngoai ngir thac si theo TT 23/2021 va TT 53/2026, néu r
mdc chuyén tiép.
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Question 1. Compare the master’s foreign language requirements under Circular 23/2021 and
Circular 53/2026, stating the transition dates clearly.

« TT 23/2021: dau vao bac 3, diu ra bac 4 va cac cach minh ching.
Circular 23/2021: level 3 for entry, level 4 for exit, and the ways to show it.

* TT 53/2026: ap dung cho khoa thong bao tir 01/01/2027, khong ghi cting bac, co so tu
quy dinh, ching chi phai thudc danh sach B§ cong nhan.
Circular 53/2026: applies to rounds announced from 1 January 2027, fixes no level, the
institution decides, and certificates must be on a list recognised by the Ministry.

* Mbc chuyén tiép: 01/01/2027 cho nhap hoc; phu luc chung chi cia TT 23/2021 dung
dén hét 31/12/2027; trudng hop chua rd thi héi co so.
Transition: 1 January 2027 for enrolment, the Circular 23/2021 certificate appendix usable
until the end of 31 December 2027; unclear cases are referred to the institution.

Céu 2. Giai thich cach tinh diém VSTEP béc 3-5: tir diém k¥ ning dén béc, ké ca
diém Viét cé ti trong va quy tic lam tron.
Question 2. Explain how VSTEP level 3-5 scores are calculated, from skill scores to level,
including the weighted Writing score and the rounding rule.
« Mbi k¥ nang thang 10, 1am tron 0,5; Viét = 1/3 bai 1 + 2/3 bai 2.
Each skill is out of 10, rounded to 0.5; Writing = 1/3 Task 1 + 2/3 Task 2.
* Trung binh bon ky nang, lam tron 0,5, so v6i cac dai 4,0-5,5, 6,0-8,0, 8,5-10.
Average of four skills, rounded to 0.5, compared with the bands 4.0-5.5, 6.0-8.0 and 8.5—-10.
« Mot vi du sd; luu ¥ QD 729 khong dat diém san ting k§ nang; quy tic 1am tron lay
theo quy ché thi.
One numerical example, note that Decision 729 sets no per-skill minimum, the rounding rule
comes from the test regulation.

Ciu 3. Vi sao bang quy d6i ciia B ¢6 thé khac ngudng ciia tirng truong? Ngudi hoc
nén lam gi khi hai bén lé¢ch nhau?

Question 3. Why can the Ministry’s conversion table differ from an institution’s thresholds?
What should a learner do when the two disagree?

« Khoang ctia Bo (vi du TOEFL iBT 46-93 cho bac 4) khac mtc tdi thiéu cua trudng (vi
du Huéng dan 1011 doi TOEFL iBT 72).

The Ministry’s range (for example TOEFL iBT 4693 for level 4) differs from a school’s
minimum (for example Guideline 1011 asks for TOEFL iBT 72).

* Hanh dong: doc thong bao cua truong, hoi béng van ban, kiém tra don vi cép co duoc
phép.

Action: read the school’s notice, ask in writing, and check that the issuing unit is authorised.

Céu 4. Anh/chi nén chon muc tiéu B1 hay B2? Trinh bay tiéu chi lwa chon va ké
hoach cua riéng anh/chi.
Question 4. Should you aim for Bl or B2? Present your selection criteria and your own plan.
« Xac dinh yéu cau dau vao hay dau ra, theo thong tu ndo, va ngudng cua co so.
Identify whether it is an entry or exit requirement, under which circular, and the institution’s
threshold.
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« Ghi chti: mot sb truong ra dé B1 noi bo khac khuon VSTEP; dit mbc ngay thi va dy
phong.
Note that some schools use their own Bl paper that differs from the VSTEP format, set an
exam date and a back-up.

1.10. Cau héi tric nghiém — Multiple-choice questions

1. Téng thoi gian ciia bon ki nang VSTEP bac 35 x4p xi bao nhiéu phut?
About how many minutes do the four VSTEP 3-5 skills take in total?
A. 150
B. 172
C. 190
D. 210

2. Theo cach chia ctia Truong Pai hoc Ngoai ngit — Dai hoc Pa Nang, phan 3 cia ki

nang Nghe (bai noéi, bai giang) c6 bao nhiéu cau?
In the split used by the University of Foreign Languages, University of Danang, how many
questions are in Part 3 of Listening (talks and lectures)?

A.S

B. 8

C.12

D. 15

3. Tong d6 dai bon bai Poc theo vin ban cia Bo (QP 729) 1a bao nhiéu tir?
What is the total length of the four Reading passages according to the Ministry’s text
(Decision 729)?

A. 1900-2050 / 1,900-2,050
B. 1500-1800 / 1,500-1,800
C. 2100-2400 / 2,100-2,400
D. 2500-3000 / 2,500-3,000

4. Bai 2 (bai luan) chiém bao nhiéu phan diém Viét?
What share of the Writing score does Task 2 (the essay) carry?
A.1/4
B. 12
C.2/3
D. 3/4

5. Trong phan N6i, phan nao yéu cau chon giai phap t6t nhat trong ba giai phap?
In the Speaking test, which part asks you to choose the best of three solutions?
A.Phan2 / Part 2
B.Phan 1 / Part I
C.Phan 3 / Part 3
D. Khong phan nao / None
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6. Piém bén ky nang 1a 5,5; 5,5; 6,0; 6,0. Két qua sau lam tron 1a gi?
The four skill scores are 5.5, 5.5, 6.0 and 6.0. What is the result after rounding?
A. Bac 3, diém 5,5 / Level 3, score 5.5
B. Khong xét / Not rated
C.Bac5 / Level 5
D. Bac 4, diém 6,0 / Level 4, score 6.0

7. Piém trung binh nao sau day thudc bac 3?
Which of the following averages falls in level 3?

A.3,5/ 35
B.55 /355
C.6,0 / 6.0
D.85 /85

8. Piém trung binh 7,25 trudc 1am tron tré thanh bao nhiéu theo quy tic 0,5?
An average of 7.25 before rounding becomes what, under the 0.5 rule?

A.7,0 /7.0
B.7,25/ 7.25
C.7,5/ 75
D. 8,0 / 8.0

9. TT 09/2026 c6 hi¢u lyc tir ngay nao, va n6 lam gi voi TT 23/2017 va TT 24/2021 (hai
thong tu dugc gop trong Vin ban hop nhéat 01/2022)?
From what date is Circular 09/2026 effective, and what does it do to Circular 23/2017 and
Circular 24/2021 (the two circulars merged in consolidated text 01/2022)?
A. 15/4/2026; thay thé hai thong tu d6 / 15 April 2026; replaces those two circulars
B. 15/4/2026; gitt nguyén hai thong tu d6 / 15 April 2026, leaves those two circulars
in place
C. 01/01/2027; thay thé hai thong tu d6 / 1 January 2027; replaces those two circulars
D. 30/6/2026; gitr nguyén hai thong tu d6 / 30 June 2026, leaves those two circulars
in place
10. Ai quyét dinh thoi han hiéu lyc cta chimg chi ngoai ngir khi ndp ho so?
Who decides how long a foreign language certificate remains valid when submitted?
A.DPon vicip | The issuing unit
B. Cuc Quan 1y chat lugng / The Quality Management Department
C. Co quan st dung chung chi / The agency using the certificate
D. Thi sinh / The candidate
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11. Theo TT 23/2021, yéu cau ngoai ngit dé xét tot nghiép thac si 1a gi?
Under Circular 23/2021, what is the foreign language requirement for master’s graduation?
A.Bac2 / Level 2
B.Bac 3 / Level 3
C.Bac5 / Level 5
D.Bac4 / Level 4

12. TT 53/2026 ap dung cho céc khoa thong bao tuyén sinh tir ngay niao?
From what date does Circular 53/2026 apply to admission rounds?
A. 15/4/2026 / 15 April 2026
B. 01/01/2027 / 1 January 2027
C.31/12/2027 / 31 December 2027
D. 30/8/2021 / 30 August 2021

13. Phat biéu nao dung vé TT 53/2026?
Which statement about Circular 53/2026 is correct?
A. Ghi ctng bac 3 dau vao / Fixes level 3 for entry
B. Ghi cing bac 4 ddura / Fixes level 4 for exit
C. Khong ghi cting bac; co sé tu quy dinh / Fixes no level; the institution decides
D. B6 han yéu cau ngoai ngit / Drops the language requirement

14. Phy luc chimg chi cua TT 23/2021 tiép tuc dugc dung dén khi nao?
Until when does the certificate appendix of Circular 23/2021 remain in use?
A. Hét 31/12/2027 / End of 31 Dec 2027
B. Hét 31/12/2026 / End of 31 Dec 2026
C. Hét 15/10/2021 / End of 15 Oct 2021
D. Hét 30/6/2026 / End of 30 Jun 2026

15. Theo bang cua Bo (TT 23/2021), IELTS 6.0 tng v6i bac nao?
In the Ministry’s table (Circular 23/2021), which level does IELTS 6.0 correspond to?

A.Bac 3 / Level 3
B.Bac4 / Level 4
C.Bac5 / Level 5
D. Khoéng c6 / None

16. Theo bang cua By, TOEFL iBT 40 tng véi bac nao?
In the Ministry’s table, which level does TOEFL iBT 40 correspond to?
A.Bac 1 / Level 1
B.Bac2 / Level 2
C.Bac5 / Level 5
D.Bac3 / Level 3
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17. O TOEFL ITP & béc 4 trong phu luc TT 23/2021 nhu thé nao?
What is the TOEFL ITP level 4 cell in the appendix of Circular 23/2021?
A. 500-549
B. 500-599
C. bé tréng, khong nén ty suy ra / Blank; do not infer a figure
D. 550-600

18. Piéu nao dung vé cac mic IELTS 4.5, 5.5 va 7.0 trong Huéng dan 1011?
Which is true of the IELTS 4.5, 5.5 and 7.0 levels in Guideline 1011?
A. La mirc t6i thiéu do noi ban hanh chon, khéng phai khoang ctia BO / Minimums
chosen by the issuer, not the Ministry’s ranges
B. La khoang chinh thttc ctia By / The Ministry’s official ranges
C. La diém san bat budc ctia moi trudng /| A compulsory floor for every school
D. Chi dung cho TOEIC / Used only for TOEIC

19. Theo TT 53/2026, chiing chi ngoai ngit dung lam minh chimg du vao, dau ra phai
dap Gmg diéu kién nao?
Under Circular 53/2026, what condition must a foreign language certificate meet to serve as
entry or exit evidence?
A. Do thi sinh tu dich sang tiéng Viét / Translated into Viemamese by the candidate
B. C6 anh mau cua ngudi thi / Carries a colour photo of the candidate
C. Pugc cip trong vong 5 nam gan nhat / Issued within the last 5 years

D. Thudc danh sach hodc danh muc ching chi do B§ Gido duc va Pao tao cong
nhdn / On a list or catalogue recognised by the Ministry of Education and Training

20. Mot ngudi tring tuyén theo thong bao ban hanh truéc ngay TT 53/2026 c6 hiéu luc,
nhung nhap hoc sau 01/01/2027. Nén lam gi?
A person is admitted under a notice issued before Circular 53/2026 took effect but enrols
after 1 January 2027. What should they do?
A. Tu chon thong tw dé hon /| Choose the easier circular

B. Hoi co s& dao tao vi hai diéu khoan chwa khép 18 / Ask the institution, because the
two provisions do not clearly match

C. B6 qua yéu cau ngoai ngit / Ignore the language requirement
D. Thi lai VSTEP / Retake VSTEP
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Chll’()'llg 2. Ngfl’ phép tl‘()llg dlém B1-B2 - Chapter 2. Key grammar for
BI-B2

Muc tiéu chwong — Chapter objectives

« Nam muoi nhom ngit phap xuét hién nhiéu nhét trong phan Poc, Viét va No6i cua dé
VSTEP béac 3 va bac 4.
Master the ten grammar groups that appear most often in the Reading, Writing and Speaking

parts of VSTEP Level 3 and Level 4.

« Phan biét cach dung cac thi va thé ciia dong tir, va ddi chiéu véi cach noi thoi gian
trong tieng Viét.
Distinguish the uses of verb tenses and aspects, and compare them with the way Vietnamese
expresses time.

« Dung dting dong tir khuyét thiéu, cau diéu kién, bi dong, cau tudng thuat va ménh dé
quan hé trong cau van hoc thuat.
Use modal verbs, conditionals, the passive, reported speech and relative clauses accurately
in academic sentences.

« Nhan ra mac B1 va mutc B2 cta timg diém ngir phap dé biét can dat dén dau ¢ mdi
bac.
Recognise the Bl and B2 level of each grammar point so that you know what is expected at
each level.

« Nhén dién va sira cac 15i ngudi Viét hay méc, nhét 12 13i chia thi, 151 bi dong va 15i 1ui
thi khi tuong thuat.
Identify and correct the errors that Vietnamese learners often make, especially errors with
tense, the passive and backshift in reported speech.

. Ap dung ngir phap vao ngit canh ctia hoc vién cao hoc: dé cuong, luan van, hoi thao,
bai bao khoa hoc.
Apply grammar in the academic contexts of a master's student: proposals, theses,
conferences and journal articles.

2.1. Thi va thé clia dong tir — Tenses and aspect

Pong tir tiéng Anh doi hinh thirc dé cho biét thi (tense: hién tai hay qua khir) va thé
(aspect: don, tiép dién hay hoan thanh). Tiéng Viét khong chia dong tir. Nguoi néi dung
cac tir nhu “da”, “dang”, “s&”, “vira”, “rdi” va trang tir chi thoi gian. Vi vay ngudi Viét
thudng hiéu nghia ma quén chia dong ti.

English verbs change form to show tense (present or past) and aspect (simple, continuous or

perfect). Vietnamese does not inflect verbs; it uses words such as “da”, “dang”, “sé”, “vira”,
“roi” and time adverbs. As a result, Vietnamese learners often understand the meaning but

forget to change the verb.
Hai ky hiéu dung sudt chuwong: V2 1a dang qua kht don cia dong tir (did, wrote,
finished); V3 13 dang qua khir phan tir (done, written, finished). V&i dong tir co quy tic,
V2 va V3 déu thém -ed.
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Two symbols are used throughout the chapter: V2 is the past simple form of a verb (did, wrote,
finished) and V3 is the past participle (done, written, finished). For regular verbs, both V2 and
V3 end in -ed.

Mire d9 yéu cau. Bac 3 (B1) yéu cau ding chic cac thi don va tiép dién, hién tai hoan
thanh va qua khtr hoan thanh & mirc co ban. Bac 4 (B2) thém ba viéc: phan bi¢t hoan
thanh tiép dién voi hoan thanh don, dung twong lai hoan thanh va twong lai tiép dién, va
chon dung thi trong ca doan van dai.

Level expectations. Level 3 (Bl) requires secure use of the simple and continuous tenses, the
present perfect and the basic past perfect. Level 4 (B2) adds three things: separating the perfect
continuous from the perfect simple, using the future perfect and the future continuous, and
choosing the right tense across a long paragraph.

Nhoém hién tai — The present group

Hién tai don (present simple) néi vé sy that, théi quen va lich trinh c¢6 dinh. Ngéi thi ba
sO it phai thém -s hodc -es. Trong vin hoc thuat, thi nay dung dé néu két luan chung va
mo ta bang biéu.

The present simple describes facts, habits and fixed timetables. The third person singular must

take -s or -es. In academic writing it is used for general conclusions and for describing tables
and figures.

Hién tai tiép dién (present continuous) noi vé viéc dang dién ra luc noéi, viéc tam thoi
quanh hién tai, hodc ké hoach d3 sa‘ip xép. Dong tir chi trang thai nhu know, believe, need,
belong, prefer thuong khong dung & thé tiép dién.

The present continuous describes an action happening now, a temporary situation around the

present, or an arrangement already made. Stative verbs such as know, believe, need, belong and
prefer are normally not used in the continuous form.

Hién tai hoan thanh (present perfect) ni qua khir v6i hién tai. N6 ding cho ba truong
hop: két qua con thay duoc, trai nghiém khong néu thoi diém, va viéc kéo dai dén nay (di
voi since, for, already, yet, just, ever, never). Hién tai hoan thanh tiép dién nhan vao
qua trinh kéo dai, hodc viéc vura két thac ma con du vét. Piém khac nay thudc muc B2.

The present perfect links the past with the present. It covers three cases: a visible result, an
experience with no stated time, and a situation lasting up to now (with since, for, already, yet,

just, ever, never). The present perfect continuous stresses the duration of an activity, or an
activity that has just finished and left evidence. This contrast is a B2 point.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Present simple: S + V(s/es) | Present continuous: S +
am/is/are + V-ing | Present perfect: S + have/has + V3 | Present perfect continuous: S +
have/has been + V-ing. Hién tai hoan thanh khéng di v6i mbe qua khir da két thuc (yesterday,
last year, in 2019, two days ago). Chi dung since + mc thoi gian, for + khoang thoi gian.

The present perfect is not used with a finished past time marker (yesterday, last year, in 2019, two
days ago). Use since + a point in time and for + a period of time.

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — I have been reviewing the literature since September, and I have
already read forty articles. Viéc xem tai liéu kéo dai tir thang Chin dén nay (hoan thanh tiép
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dién). “Pa doc bdn muoi bai” nodi két qua (hoan thanh don). Mirc B2.
The activity has lasted from September until now (perfect continuous), “have already read forty
articles” states a result (perfect simple). B2 level.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Our department organises a research seminar every month. Thoi quen
1ap lai, dung hién tai don. Muc B1.
A repeated habit, so the present simple is used. Bl level.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — My supervisor is travelling this week, so she is answering emails only
in the evening. Tinh hudng tam thoi, dung hién tai tiép dién. Muc B1.
A temporary situation, so the present continuous is used. Bl level.

Nhom qua khwv — The past group

Qui khir don (past simple) noi vé viéc da xay ra va két thuc & mot thoi diém xac dinh,
hozc chudi hanh dong ndi nhau trong qua khir. Qua khi tiép dién (past continuous) ta
viéc dang dién ra tai mot thoi diém trong qua khur, hoac lam nén cho mdt viéc khac xen
Vao.

The past simple describes an action that happened and finished at a definite time, or a sequence

of actions in the past. The past continuous describes an action in progress at a past moment, or a
background action interrupted by another event.

Qua khir hoan thanh (past perfect) chi vi¢c xay ra trudc mat mdc hodc trudc mot viée
khac trong quéa khir. Qua khir hoan thanh tiép dién (past perfect continuous) nhan vao
qué trinh kéo dai truéc mbc d6 (B2). Ngoai ra, used to + V noi vé théi quen hay trang
thai trong qué khtr nay khong con. Would + V chi dung cho théi quen lap lai, khong dung
cho trang thai.

The past perfect shows an event that happened before a given point or before another past event.
The past perfect continuous stresses an activity continuing up to that earlier point (B2). In
addition, used to + verb describes past habits or states that no longer exist; would + verb is used
only for repeated habits, not for states.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Past simple: S + V2 | Past continuous: S + was/were + V-
ing | Past perfect: S + had + V3 | Past perfect continuous: S + had been + V-ing. Hai vi¢c
trong qua khu: viéc xay ra trude dung qué khir hoan thanh, viéc xay ra sau dung qua khur don.
Viéc dang dién ra bi xen vao: when + qua khir don, ménh dé chinh dung qua khu tiép dién.
Two past events. the earlier one takes the past perfect and the later one takes the past simple. For an
interrupted action: when + past simple, with the main clause in the past continuous.

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — When I submitted the thesis, my supervisor had already approved the
final chapter. Viéc phé duyét xay ra trude viéc ndp, nén dung “had approved”. Mirc B1-B2.
The approval came before the submission, so “had approved” is used. BI-B2 level.

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — The audience was taking notes when the speaker showed the first
slide. Viéc ghi chép dang dién ra thi viéc chiéu slide xen vao. Mirc B1.
The note-taking was in progress when the slide appeared. Bl level.
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Vi DU / EXAMPLE — She had been collecting data for two years before the pandemic ended
her fieldwork. Qua trinh kéo dai hai nim trudc mot mbe trong qua khir. Mirc B2.
A process lasting two years before a past point. B2 level.

Cac cach néi vé twong lai — Ways of talking about the future

Tiéng Anh khong c6 mot “thi tuong lai” duy nhat. Will ding cho dy doan theo ¥ kién,
quyét dinh tirc thoi va 10i hira. Be going to dung cho dy dinh ¢ sin va dy doan ¢ bang
ching & hién tai. Hién tai tiép dién noi vé cudc hen di sap xép. Hién tai dom noi vé lich
trinh ¢b dinh.

English has no single “future tense”. Will is used for opinion-based predictions, instant
decisions and promises. Be going to is used for existing plans and for predictions based on

present evidence. The present continuous expresses a fixed arrangement and the present simple
a timetable.

O muc B2, thém hai dang. Twong lai tiép dién (will be doing) néi viéc dang dién ra vao
mot thoi diém tuong lai. Twong lai hoan thanh (will have done) néi viéc da xong trudc
mot mbc tuong lai.

At B2 level, two more forms are added. The future continuous (will be doing) describes an action

in progress at a future moment. The future perfect (will have done) describes an action finished
before a future point.

Trong ménh dé thdi gian va ménh dé diéu kién (sau when, as soon as, before, after, until,
ify KHONG dung will. Dung hién tai don hodc hién tai hoan thanh dé néi vé tuong lai.

In time and conditional clauses (after when, as soon as, before, after, until, if), do NOT use will.
Use the present simple or the present perfect to refer to the future.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — will + V (du doan, quyét dinh tirc thoi) | am/is/are going to
+ V (du dinh, bang chung) | will be + V-ing (dang dién ra vao mc twong lai) | will have + V3
(hoan tat truéc mdc tuong lai). Sai mau: When I will finish, I will call you. Bting: When I
finish, I will call you.

Wrong pattern: When I will finish, I will call you. Correct: When I finish, I will call you.

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — I will have submitted the application before the scholarship deadline
on Friday. Viéc ndp ho so hoan tat truéec mot mbc twong lai. Mt B2,
The submission will be complete before a future point. B2 level.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Look at those figures. The unemployment rate is going to fall again
next year. Dy doan duya trén bang ching & hién tai, dung “going to”. Mtc B1.
A prediction based on present evidence uses “going to”. Bl level.

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — This time next month, I will be presenting my paper at the
conference. Vi¢c s€ dang dién ra vao mot thdi diém tuong lai. Muc B2.
An action that will be in progress at a future moment. B2 level.
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Cach chon thi khi lam bai — How fo choose the tense in an exercise

Khi gip chd trong can chia dong tir, hay hoi hai cau: mdc thoi gian 13 gi, va hanh dong
con lién quan dén hién tai khong? Lam theo ba budc sau.

When you meet a gap that needs a verb form, ask two questions: what is the time reference, and
is the action still connected to the present? Follow the three steps.

1. Tim tr chi méc thoi gian trong cau: yesterday, since 2020, by Friday, when + viéc
khac, now.

Find the time word in the sentence: yesterday, since 2020, by Friday, when + another event,
now.

2. Xé4c dinh mdc d6 1a qua khir da két thuc, kéo dai dén nay, hay ¢ twong lai. Méc da két
thtic doi hoi qua khir don; since hoac for kéo dai dén nay doi hoi hoan thanh.
Decide whether the time is finished past, up to now, or future. A finished time needs the past
simple, since or for up to now needs a perfect form.

3. Xem hanh dong dang dién ra (thé tiép dién), d3 xong (thé don), hay d3 xong trudc
mot mbe khac (thé hoan thanh).
Check whether the action is in progress (continuous), finished (simple) or finished before
another point (perfect).

Vi du lam mau: “She ......... in Hanoi since 2022.” Buégc 1: mdc 1a since 2022. Budce 2:
kéo dai dén nay, nén chon hoan thanh. Budc 3: 14 trang thai dang tiép tuc, nén dung hién
tai hoan thanh. Pép an: has lived (hodc has been living).

Worked example: “She ......... in Hanoi since 2022.” Step 1: the marker is since 2022. Step 2: it

lasts up to now, so a perfect form is needed. Step 3: the state is continuing, so use the present
perfect. Answer: has lived (or has been living).

Poi chiéu voi tiéng Viét — Comparison with Vietnamese

Tiéng Viét c6 thé bo tir chi thoi gian khi ngit canh da rd (“Hom qua toi gdp giang vién”).
Tiéng Anh ludn bt budc chia dong tir. Chir “da” khong Gmg véi dung mot thi. “Toi da
lam xong” ¢6 thé 1a I finished, I have finished hodc I had finished, tiy mdc thoi gian. Chir
“dang” (mg voi thé tiép dién. Chit “vira” gan véi have just.

Viethamese can omit time words when the context is clear (“Hom qua toi gap giang vién”), but
English always requires the verb to be inflected. The word “da” does not match a single tense:

“Toi da lam xong” may be [ finished, I have finished or I had finished, depending on the time
reference. “Dang” corresponds to the continuous aspect, while “vira” is close to have just.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE - Sai: I am living in Hanoi since 2022. Piing: I
have lived in Hanoi since 2022. (hodc: I have been living ...) C6 since + mdc thdi gian kéo
dai dén nay thi phai dung hién tai hoan thanh, khong dung hién tai tiép dién.

Since + a point in time that continues up to now requires the present perfect, not the present
continuous.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: Yesterday I have sent my proposal to the
committee. Puing: Yesterday I sent my proposal to the committee. Méc qué khir da két thuc
(yesterday) doi hoi qua khar don.

A finished past time marker (yesterday) requires the past simple.
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LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: She is knowing the answer. Puing: She
knows the answer. Dong tir chi trang thai (know, believe, want) thuong khong chia tiép dién.
Stative verbs (know, believe, want) are normally not used in the continuous.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE - Sai: If it will rain tomorrow, the seminar will be
cancelled. Piing: If it rains tomorrow, the seminar will be cancelled. Ménh d¢ if khong ding
will khi néi vé twong lai.

Do not use will in an if-clause that refers to the future.

2.2. Pong tr khuyét thiéu va suy doan — Modal verbs and deduction

Pong tir khuyét thiéu (modal verbs) dimg trudc dong tir nguyén mau khong to, khong
thém -s & ngdi th ba, va tao cAu phi dinh, cau hoi ma khong can do. Chung dién dat kha
nang, su cho phép, nghia vy, 15i khuyén va mutc do chic chan. Tiéng Viét dung “cé thé,
phai, nén, duoc, chic 13” cho cac ¥ ndy, nhung mdi tir tiéng Viét thuong tng véi nhiéu
modal khac nhau.

Modal verbs are followed by the bare infinitive, take no -s in the third person, and form
negatives and questions without do. They express ability, permission, obligation, advice and
degrees of certainty. Vietnamese uses “co thé, phdi, nén, duwoc, chdc la” for these ideas, but each
Vietnamese word often matches several different modals.

Kha ning, su cho phép, nghia vu va loi khuyén — Ability, permission, obligation and
advice

Can / could chi kha nang va sy cho phép. Could lich sy hon, va 1a dang qua khtr cua kha
ning chung. May xin phép trang trong. Must 14 nghia vu xuat phat tir ngudi néi. Have to
la nghia vu tor quy dinh bén ngoai. Should / ought to 1a 161 khuyén. Had better 1a 161
khuyén manh, c6 y canh bdo.

Can / could express ability and permission (could is more polite, and is the past form for general
ability). May asks for permission formally. Must is an obligation felt by the speaker, have to is

an obligation from outside rules. Should / ought to give advice; had better is strong advice with
a warning.

Mot diém quan trong: mustn't 13 CAM, con don't have to 1a KHONG CAN. Hai cum nay
c6 nghia trai han nhau.

One important point. mustn't means PROHIBITION, while don't have to means NO NEED. The
two phrases have very different meanings.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — must + V (nghia vu ca nhan) | have to + V (quy dinh bén
ngoai) | should + V (16i khuyén). mustn't = cAm | don't have to / needn't = khong can thiét.
Qua khir ciia must (nghia vu) 13 had to. Quéa khtr cuia can khi néi mot thanh tich cu thé (cau
khang dinh) 1a was able to, khong phai could.

The past of must (obligation) is had to. The past of can for a single achievement (affirmative) is was
able to, not could.
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VI DU / EXAMPLE — Candidates must bring a valid identity card to the examination room.
Quy dinh bét budc cua ky thi. Muc BI.

A compulsory exam rule. Bl level.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — You don't have to attend the workshop, but it would be useful for
your literature review. Khong bat budc, chi 1a goi y. Mirc B1.
Not compulsory, only a suggestion. Bl level.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Although the library was crowded, I was able to find the journal I
needed. Kha nang lam dugc mot lan cu thé, dung “was able to”. Muc B2.
Ability on one specific occasion, so “was able to” is used. B2 level.

Suy doan hién tai va qua kKhtr — Deduction in the present and the past

Mirc do chic chin ting dan theo thang sau. Might / may / could: c6 thé, chua chic. Must:
chéc chan 13, vi ¢6 bang chimg 1d. Can't / couldn't: chic chan 1a khong.

Certainty increases along this scale. Might / may / could: possible, not sure. Must: almost
certain, because the evidence is strong. Can't / couldn't: certain that something is not true.

Véi viée ¢ hién tai, dung modal + dong tir nguyén mau (must be). Vi viéc da xay ra
trong qué khir, dung modal + have + V3 (must have been). V6i viéc dang dién ra, dung
modal + be + V-ing (must be working).

For the present, use modal + infinitive (must be). For a finished past event, use modal + have +
past participle (must have been). For an action in progress, use modal + be + V-ing (must be
working).

Luu y: dé suy doan phu dinh, khong dung mustn't ma ding can't. Cau “He mustn't be at
home” 14 sai khi mudn néi “chéc 1a anh 4y khong & nha”.

Note: for negative deduction, do not use mustn't; use can't. The sentence “He mustn't be at
home” is wrong when you mean “he surely isn't at home”.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Hién tai / Present: must / might / can't + V | Qua khit / Past:
must / might / can't + have + V3 | Dang dién ra / In progress: must / might + be + V-ing. Nhan
xét vé viée trong qua khir: should have + V3 (d4ng 1& nén 1am ma da khong 1am); needn't
have + V3 (lam rdi ma thyc ra khong can).

Comment on a past action: should have + V3 (it would have been right to do it, but it was not done);
needn't have + V3 (you did it, but it was not necessary).

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — The survey response rate is only 8 per cent; the questionnaire must
have been too long. Suy doan chic chin vé nguyén nhan trong qua khtr dya trén bang chung.
Muc B2.

A confident deduction about a past cause, based on evidence. B2 level.

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — The results might be affected by the small sample size. Kha ning c6
thé xay ra & hién tai. Mirc B1.
A possibility in the present. BI level.
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VI DU/ EXAMPLE — The data can't be correct; the total is higher than the number of
participants. Chac chan khong dung. Mirc B1-B2,
Certain that it is not true. BI-B2 level.

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — You should have asked your supervisor before changing the research
question. Ché trach viéc khong lam trong qua khu. Muc B2.
Criticism of a past failure to act. B2 level.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: Students must not to use mobile phones
during the test. Ping: Students must not use mobile phones during the test. Sau modal dung
dong tir nguyén mau khong to.

Use the bare infinitive after a modal, without to.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: She cans speak three languages. Pling: She
can speak three languages. Modal khong thém -s ¢ ng6i thur ba.
Modals take no -s in the third person.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE - Sai: He mustn't be in the office; the lights are
off. Pung: He can't be in the office; the lights are off. Suy doan phu dinh dung can't, khong
dung mustn't.

Negative deduction uses can't, not mustn't.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: Yesterday I must finish the report. Puing:
Yesterday I had to finish the report. Nghia vu trong qua khtr dung had to; must khong c6 dang
qua khir.

Past obligation uses had to; must has no past form.

2.3. Cau dieu kién, wish va gia dinh — Conditionals, wish and unreal past

Cau diéu kién gom hai ménh dé&: ménh dé if néu diéu kién, ménh dé chinh néu két qua.
Tiéng Viét dung “néu ... thi ...” va khong d6i dang dong tir. Tiéng Anh d6i thi dé cho
biét diéu kién co that hay chi 13 gia dinh. Khi ménh dé if ding dau ciu, dit diu phay sau
no.

A conditional sentence has two clauses: the if-clause states the condition and the main clause
states the result. Viethamese uses “néu ... thi ...”" without changing the verb; English changes
the tense to show whether the condition is real or only imagined. A comma is used when the if-
clause comes first.

Bon loai co' ban va cau hén hop — The four basic types and mixed conditionals

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Loai 0 / Type 0: If + present simple, present simple (su that
chung) | Loai 1 / Type 1: If + present simple, will + V (c6 thé xay ra & twong lai) | Loai 2 /
Type 2: If + past simple, would + V (khong c6 that ¢ hién tai) | Loai 3 / Type 3: If + past
perfect, would have + V3 (khong c6 that trong qua khir) | Hon hop / Mixed: If + past perfect,
would + V (quéa khtr gia dinh, két qua & hién tai). O loai 2, v6i dong tir be dung were cho moi
ngoi trong van trang trong: If I were you ...

In Type 2, with the verb be use were for all persons in formal writing: If [ were you ...
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Loai 0 va loai 1 thuéc mirc B1. Loai 2 thuong gip & B1. Loai 3 va cau hdn hop 1a diém
B2. C6 thé thay if bang unless (= if ... not), as long as, provided that hodc on condition
that. C6 thé thay will bang modal khac nhu may, can, should.

Types 0 and 1 are Bl level. Type 2 often appears at Bl, while Type 3 and mixed conditionals are

B2 points. If can be replaced by unless (= if ... not), as long as, provided that or on condition
that, and will can be replaced by other modals such as may, can or should.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE - If the sample is large enough, the results are more reliable. Loai 0: n6i
vé quy ludt chung. Mirc B1.
Type 0: a general rule. Bl level.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — If I receive the scholarship, I will study abroad next year. Loai 1: kha
nang that ¢ twong lai. Muc B1.
Type 1: a real possibility in the future. BI level.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — If T had more time, I would write a longer literature review. Loai 2:
thuc té 14 t6i khong du thoi gian. Mirc B1-B2.
Type 2: in reality I do not have enough time. BI-B2 level.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE - If she had chosen a different method, she would have collected the
data faster. Loai 3: tiéc nudi vé qua khir, khong thé thay doi. Mirc B2.
Type 3: regret about the past, which cannot be changed. B2 level.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE - If he had studied English earlier, he would be more confident at the
conference now. Hon hop: nguyén nhan & qua khir, hé qua ¢ hién tai. Muc B2,
Mixed: a cause in the past, a result in the present. B2 level.

Wish, if only, as if va would rather — Wish, if only, as if and would rather

Dung wish / if only dé néi diéu minh mong khac di. Mong vé hién tai: wish + qua khur
don (I wish I had more time). Tiéc nudi vé qua khir: wish + qua khir hoan thanh (I wish I
had applied earlier). Phan nan hodc mong ngudi khac d6i hanh vi: wish + would (I wish
the printer would work).

Use wish / if only to talk about things we want to be different. For a present wish: wish + past
simple (I wish I had more time). For regret about the past: wish + past perfect (I wish I had
applied earlier). For complaints or a wish for changed behaviour: wish + would (I wish the
printer would work).

As if / as though + dang qua khir néi vé tinh hudng khong c6 that: He talks as if he knew
the answer. Would rather + chu nglr khac thi dung qua khi don: I'd rather you
submitted it today. Céc cdu triic nay déu 1a diém B2, trir wish + qué khtr don.

As if / as though + a past form describes an unreal situation: He talks as if he knew the answer.

Would rather + a different subject uses the past simple: 1'd rather you submitted it today. All of
these are B2 points except wish + past simple.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — wish / if only + past simple (hién tai) | wish / if only + past
perfect (quéa khtr) | wish + would (nguoi khac thay ddi) | would rather + S + past simple | as if
+ past simple / past perfect. Sau wish & hién tai, van dung were cho moi ngoi trong vin trang
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trong: I wish I were more patient.

After a present wish, were is still used for all persons in formal style: [ wish [ were more patient.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — I wish I had chosen a narrower topic for my proposal. Tiéc nudi vi da
khong lam trong qua khu. Muc B2.
Regret about something not done in the past. B2 level.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE - If only the seminar room were larger, more students could attend.
Diéu udc khong c6 that ¢ hién tai. Mirc B2.
An unreal wish in the present. B2 level.

Cach chon loai cau dieéu Ki€n — How to choose the conditional type

1. Héi: diéu kién nay co that khong? Co thé xay ra thi chon loai 0 hodc 1; khong c6 that
thi chon loai 2 hoac 3.

Ask whether the condition is real. If it could happen, choose Type 0 or 1, if it is unreal,
choose Type 2 or 3.

2. Véi diéu kién khong c6 that, hoi tiép: noi vé hién tai hay qua khu? Hién tai dung loai
2; qué khur dung loai 3.
For an unreal condition, ask whether it is about the present or the past. The present takes
Type 2; the past takes Type 3.

3. Viét ménh dé if trudc theo cong thirc, rdi viét ménh dé chinh. Néu nguyén nhan ¢ qua
khr ma két qua o hién tai, dung cau hdn hop.
Write the if-clause first by the formula, then the main clause. If the cause is in the past but
the result is now, use a mixed conditional.

Vi du 1am mau: “T6i khong c6 thoi gian nén khong viét dai hon.” Budc 1: khong cé that.
Buéc 2: nodi vé hién tai, nén chon loai 2. Budc 3: If I had more time, I would write a
longer review.

Worked example: “I do not have time, so I do not write more.” Step 1: unreal. Step 2: it

concerns the present, so choose Type 2. Step 3: If I had more time, I would write a longer
review.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: If I will have time, I will help you with the
abstract. Piing: If I have time, I will help you with the abstract. Ménh d¢ if loai 1 ding hién
tai don, khong dung will.

A Type 1 if-clause uses the present simple, not will.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: If I would be a professor, I would give
students more feedback. Piing: If [ were a professor, I would give students more feedback.
Ménh dé if loai 2 dung qua khir don; would chi démg ¢ ménh d& chinh.

A Type 2 if-clause uses the past simple; would stays in the main clause.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: I wish I can attend the conference. Pung: I

wish I could attend the conference. Wish vé hién tai khong c6 that phai Iui mdt thi: can doi
thanh could.

A wish about an unreal present needs one step back: can becomes could.
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LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE - Sai: If she studied harder, she would have
passed. (¥ n6i vé quéa khtr) Puing: If she had studied harder, she would have passed. Mudn n6i
vé qua khir khong c6 that phai dung qua khir hoan thanh trong ménh dé if.

To talk about an unreal past, the if-clause must use the past perfect.

2.4. Bi dong va cau truc nho va — Passive and causative

Cau bi dong dua doi tuong chiu tac dong 1én lam chu nglr. Dung khi nguoi lam khong
quan trong hodc khong biét, hodc khi can giong vian khach quan. Bai bao khoa hoc dung
rat nhiéu (Data were collected from ...). Cong thirc chung 1a be + V3, trong d6 be chia
theo thi ctia cau. Tiéng Viét co “bi / dugc” nhung khong bat budc dung, nén ngudi Viét
hay quén be hodc dung sai V3.

The passive puts the receiver of the action in subject position. It is used when the doer is
unimportant or unknown, or when an objective tone is wanted, which is very common in
research articles (Data were collected from ...). The general formula is be + past participle,

with be changing according to the tense. Vietnamese has “bi / dwoc” but does not require them,
so Vietnamese learners often omit be or use the wrong participle.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Hién tai don: am/is/are + V3 | Qua khir don: was/were +
V3 | Hién tai hoan thanh: has/have been + V3 | Tuong lai: will be + V3 | Modal: modal + be +
V3 | Tiép dién: is/are being + V3. Chi dong tir ngoai dong (c6 tin ngit) mdi c6 bi dong.
Khoéng néi It was happened; happen, occur, arrive, seem khong c6 bi dong.

Only transitive verbs (with an object) have a passive. Do not say It was happened, happen, occur,
arrive and seem have no passive.

Cach chuyén cau chi dong sang bi dong gom ba budc. Vi du 1am mau: “Two researchers
coded the interviews.”

Changing an active sentence to the passive takes three steps. Worked example: “Two
researchers coded the interviews.”

1. Lay tan ngit cta cau chii dong (the interviews) lam cha ngit méi.
Take the object of the active sentence (the interviews) as the new subject.

2. Chia be theo thi ctia cau gbc (coded 1a qua khir don, nén dung were), rdi thém V3
(coded).
Put be in the tense of the original sentence (coded is past simple, so were), then add the past
participle (coded).

3. Pua nguoi 1am xudng cudi v6i by, hodc bo di néu khong quan trong. Két qua: The
interviews were coded (by two researchers).

Move the doer to the end with by, or drop it if it is unimportant. Result: The interviews were
coded (by two researchers).

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — The interviews were transcribed and then coded by two researchers.
Trong tam la quy trinh, khong phai nguoi lam; giong khach quan. Mtrc B1.

The focus is the process, not the doers, the tone is objective. Bl level.
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Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — The final draft has not been approved yet, and the findings are being
checked. Hién tai hoan thanh bi dong va hi¢n tai tiép dién bi dong. Muc B1-B2.

The present perfect passive and the present continuous passive. BI-B2 level.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — The proposal must be submitted by the end of the month. Modal bi
dong. Murc BI.
A modal passive. Bl level.

CAu triic nho va va bi dong v6i dong tlr twong thuat — Causative and reporting passives

Have + tan ngir + V3 nghia la nho hodc thué nguoi khac lam viéc cho minh (I had my
thesis proofread). Get + tan ngir + V3 nghia tuong tu nhung than mat hon, va con dung
cho viéc khéng mong mudn xay ra véi minh (He got his laptop stolen). Ca hai 1 diém B2
khi ding déng; & B1 chi cin nhén ra.

Have + object + past participle means arranging for someone else to do something for you (I
had my thesis proofread). Get + object + past participle is similar but more informal, and is also
used for unwanted events happening to you (He got his laptop stolen). Both are B2 points when
used correctly; at Bl it is enough to recognise them.

Bi dong véi dong tir twong thuit (say, believe, think, report, expect, know, consider) c6
hai mau: It is believed that ... va S + is believed to V / to have V3. Dung to have V3 khi
viéc dugc nodi dén xay ra trude thoi diém néi. Mau nay rat thuong gip trong vian hoc
thuat va la diém B2.

The reporting passive (say, believe, think, report, expect, know, consider) has two patterns: It is
believed that ... and S + is believed to + verb / to have + past participle. Use to have + past

participle when the event came before the time of speaking. This pattern is very common in
academic writing and is a B2 point.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — have / get + O + V3 | It is said that + clause | S + is said to
+ V (cung thoi diém / same time) | S + is said to have + V3 (xay ra trudc / earlier event). Nhd
ngudi khac lam: I had my article edited. Ty 1am: I edited my article. Cau thir nhat nghia 13
“t61 nho nguoi sura bai”.

Arranging for someone else: I had my article edited. Doing it yourself: I edited my article. The first
means “I asked someone to edit the article”.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — She had her research poster printed at the university print centre. Nho
nguoi in; chu nglt khong tu in. Mc B2.
Someone else printed it for her, she did not print it herself. B2 level.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE - It is widely believed that online learning improves access to
education. Mau bi dong v6i chu ngit gia “It”. Mirc B2.
The reporting passive with dummy “It”. B2 level.

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — The new curriculum is expected to raise graduation rates, and the old
one is thought to have failed. Hai mau: cing thoi diém (to raise) va trude dé (to have failed).
Muc B2.

Two patterns: same time (to raise) and earlier (to have failed). B2 level.
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LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: The survey was conduct last month. Piing:

The survey was conducted last month. Sau be phai dung V3 (qua khtr phan tur).
The past participle must follow be.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: The experiment was happened in the lab.
Piing: The experiment took place in the lab. Noi dong tir nhu happen khong cé bi dong.

Intransitive verbs such as happen have no passive.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: I have repaired my laptop by a technician.
Pung: I had my laptop repaired by a technician. Dung have + O + V3 khi nho nguoi khac
lam.

Use have + O + V3 when someone else does the job.

2.5. Cau twong thuat — Reported speech

Cau tuong thuat (reported speech) ké lai 15i nguoi khac bang 10i ngudi ké. Vi thé phai
d6i thi, dai tir, trang tir chi thi gian va noi chdn cho hop goc nhin méi. Tiéng Viét gitr
nguyén dong tir (“Co ay noi rang cd ay s& dén”). Tiéng Anh thuong lai thi khi dong tir
tuong thuat & qué khur (said, told, asked).

Reported speech retells another person's words from the reporter's point of view, so tense,
pronouns, time and place expressions must change. Unlike Vietnamese (“Co ay noi rang co ay

sé dén” keeps the verb form), English usually uses backshift when the reporting verb is in the
past (said, told, asked).

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — present simple = past simple | present continuous = past
continuous | present perfect / past simple = past perfect | will = would | can = could | may =
might | must = had to | now = then | today = that day | yesterday = the day before |
tomorrow = the next day | here = there | this = that. Khong lui thi khi dong tir tuong thuat &
hién tai (She says ...), hoac diéu dugc noi van ding ¢ hién tai (mot su that chung, hay mot
viéc chua xay ra).

Do not backshift when the reporting verb is in the present (She says ...), or when what was said is still
true now (a general truth, or something still in the future).

Cach d6i mot cau tryc tiép sang gian tiép gom ba bude. Vi duy lam mau: “I am writing my
literature review now,” Minh said.

Changing direct speech to reported speech takes three steps. Worked example: “I am writing my
literature review now,” Minh said.

1. Xem dong tir tuong thuat. Said & qué khir nén phai lui thi.
Look at the reporting verb. Said is past, so backshift is needed.

2. Lui thi trong 16i n6i: am writing doi thanh was writing.
Backshift the spoken words: am writing becomes was writing.

3. Poi dai tir va trang tir cho hop nguoi ké: 1 ddi thanh he, now do6i thanh then. Két qua:
Minh said that he was writing his literature review then.

Change pronouns and adverbs to suit the reporter: I becomes he, now becomes then. Result:
Minh said that he was writing his literature review then.
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Cau héi twong thuit dung trat tu cdu ké, khong dao trg dong tir va khong c6 dau hoi: He
asked me where I was staying. Cau héi Yes/No dung if hoac whether. Cau ménh I€nh,
yéu cau dung tell / ask / order + tan ngit + to V, va not to V cho pha dinh. Véi dong tir
twong thuit nhu suggest, admit, deny, promise, warn, advise, apologise, mdi dong tir doi
mot mau riéng; day la diém B2.
Reported questions keep statement word order, with no inversion and no question mark: He
asked me where I was staying. Yes/No questions use if / whether. Commands and requests use
tell / ask / order + object + to-infinitive, and not to + verb for the negative. With reporting verbs
such as suggest, admit, deny, promise, warn, advise, apologise, each verb needs its own pattern;
this is a B2 point.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE - tell / ask / advise / warn + O + (not) to V | promise / refuse
/ offer +to V | suggest / admit / deny / apologise for + V-ing | suggest that + S + (should) + V.
Say khong c6 tin ngit ngudi truc tiép (She said that ...), con tell ludn ¢ (She told me that

)

Say takes no direct person object (She said that ...), while tell always has one (She told me that ...).

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — “I am writing my literature review now,” Minh said. = Minh said that
he was writing his literature review then. Lui thi (am writing d6i thanh was writing), d6i dai
tur (I thanh he) va trang tr (now thanh then). Mtrc B1.

Backshift (am writing becomes was writing), pronoun change (I becomes he), adverb change (now
becomes then). Bl level.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — “Where will the conference be held?” the student asked. = The
student asked where the conference would be held. Cau hoi tuong thuat: trat tu cau ké, will
d6i thanh would. Mirc B1-B2.

A reported question: statement order, will becomes would. BI-B2 level.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — “Please don't submit the form late,” the secretary said. = The
secretary asked us not to submit the form late. Yéu cau phu dinh ding “not to V. Muc B1.
A negative request uses “not to V. BI level.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — The lecturer suggested that we should check the references again.
Dong tur tuong thuat suggest + that. Mic B2.
The reporting verb suggest + that. B2 level.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: She asked me where did I find the article.
Piing: She asked me where I had found the article. Cau hdi tuong thuat dung trat ty cau ké va
lui thi.

A reported question uses statement order and backshift.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: He said me that he was busy. Pung: He
told me that he was busy. (hodc: He said that he was busy.) Say khong di truc tiép voi tAn ngit
nguoi; tell thi co.

Say is not followed directly by a person object, tell is.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: The professor suggested me to rewrite the
introduction. Pung: The professor suggested that I rewrite the introduction. Suggest khong
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theo mau suggest + O +to V.
Suggest does not follow the pattern suggest + O + to V.

2.6. Ménh dé quan hé — Relative clauses

Ménh dé quan hé bd nghia cho danh tir dimg trudc va gop hai cau thanh mot. Céac tir ndi
gém who (nguoi), which (vat), that (nguoi hoac vat, chi dung & ménh dé xac dinh),
whose (s¢ hitu), where (noi chén) va when (thoi gian). Tiéng Viét dung chit “ma” cho
viéc ndy va co thé bo. Tiéng Anh khong dugc bé tir ndi khi n6 1am chil ngit cia ménh dé.
A relative clause modifies the noun before it and joins two sentences into one. The relative words
are who (people), which (things), that (people or things, in defining clauses only), whose
(possession), where (place) and when (time). In Vietnamese, the word “ma” often does this job
but can be dropped, in English the relative pronoun cannot be dropped when it is the subject of
the clause.

Xac dinh va khong xac dinh — Defining and non-defining clauses

Ménh dé xac dinh (defining) cho thong tin can dé nhan ra danh tir. N6 KHONG c6 dau
phay, ding duoc that, va cé thé bo tir ndi khi tir nay 1a tan ngir. Ménh dé khéong xac
dinh (non-defining) chi thém thong tin phu. N6 PHAI c¢é dau phay, khong dung that,
khong bo duoc tir ndi. Loai nay con bd nghia ca mot y ding trude bang which: The test
was postponed, which surprised everyone.

A defining clause gives information needed to identify the noun, has NO commas, can use that,
and the pronoun can be omitted when it is the object. A non-defining clause only adds extra
information, MUST have commas, cannot use that, and the pronoun cannot be omitted. A non-

defining which can also refer to a whole previous idea: The test was postponed, which surprised
everyone.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Xac dinh / Defining: the researcher who/that conducted the
survey (khong dau phdy) | Khong xac dinh / Non-defining: Dr Harper, who conducted the
survey, ... (co ddu phay) | whose + danh tir (so hitu) | where = in/at which | when = in/on
which. Giéi tir c6 thé dung trudc which / whom (vin trang trong): the method on which the
study is based. Sau gidi tir chi dung which / whom, khong dung that.

A preposition can come before which / whom (formal style): the method on which the study is based;

only which / whom, never that, after a preposition.

Riit gon ménh dé quan hé — Reduced relative clauses

Khi tir n6i 1a cha ngit cia ménh dé xac dinh, c6 thé rut gon: bo tir ndi va be, gitt V-ing
(nghia chu dong), V3 (nghia bi dong) hodc to V (sau first, last, only hay s th ty). Pay
1a diém B2 va rat hay gap ¢ bai doc hoc thuat.

When the relative pronoun is the subject of a defining clause, the clause can be reduced: drop
the pronoun and be, and keep the V-ing form (active meaning), the past participle (passive

meaning) or a to-infinitive (after first, last, only or ordinals). This is a B2 point and very
common in academic reading texts.
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Vi DU / EXAMPLE — The students who are attending the workshop will receive a
certificate. = The students attending the workshop will receive a certificate. Rt gon chu
dong bang V-ing. Muc B2.

Active reduction with V-ing. B2 level.

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — The data which were collected in 2024 are still being analysed. = The
data collected in 2024 are still being analysed. Rut gon bi dong bang V3. Mirc B2.
Passive reduction with the past participle. B2 level.

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — The article that I read yesterday discusses teaching methods. = The
article I read yesterday discusses teaching methods. B6 tir ndi 1am tan ngir trong ménh d& xac
dinh. Muc B1.

Omitting an object pronoun in a defining clause. Bl level.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Lan, whose thesis is about rural healthcare, will present at the
seminar, where she hopes to find a co-author. Whose, where va ménh dé khong xéac dinh co
du phdy. Mtrc B1-B2.

Whose, where and non-defining commas. B1-B2 level.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: The man who he supervises my thesis is a
famous economist. Pung: The man who supervises my thesis is a famous economist. Khong
1ap lai dai tir: who da thay cho “he”.

Do not repeat the pronoun: who already replaces “he”.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE - Sai: My supervisor, that works in Hanoi, is
retiring. Puing: My supervisor, who works in Hanot, is retiring. Ménh dé khong xac dinh
khong dung that.

A non-defining clause does not use that.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: The reason why that I chose this topic is
personal interest. Ping: The reason why I chose this topic is personal interest. Chi dung mét
tir ndi quan h¢; khong dat why va that canh nhau.

Use only one relative word; do not put why and that together.

2.7. Danh d§ng tiwr, to-V va mau dong tir — Gerunds, infinitives and verb patterns

Khi hai dong tr ding canh nhau, dong tir thur hai khong chia theo ng6i va thi. N6 ¢ dang
V-ing (danh dong tir) hodc to-V (nguyén miu cé to). Pong tir duing trudc quyét dinh
dang nao dugc dung. Tiéng Vié¢t khong phan biét (“thich doc”, “mudn doc”), nén day la
diém dé sai & ca bac 3 va bac 4.

When two verbs stand together, the second is not inflected, it appears as V-ing (gerund) or a to-

infinitive, and the first verb decides which. Vietnamese makes no such distinction (“thich doc”,
“muon doc”), so this area causes errors at levels 3 and 4.

Nhom dong tir theo sau béi V-ing — Verbs followed by V-ing

Céc dong tir vé cam xuc, nglmg, tranh, hoan tat va suy nghi thuong di voi V-ing: enjoy,
avoid, finish, suggest, consider, admit, deny, mind, practise, postpone, keep, risk. V-ing
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cling bat budc sau gidi tir (interested in reading, by using, before submitting) va lam duoc
chu ngir cuia cau (Reviewing the literature takes time.).

Verbs of feeling, stopping, avoiding, completing and thinking usually take V-ing: enjoy, avoid,
finish, suggest, consider, admit, deny, mind, practise, postpone, keep, risk. V-ing is also
obligatory after a preposition (interested in reading, by using, before submitting) and can act as
the subject of a sentence (Reviewing the literature takes time.).

Nhom dong tir theo sau béi to-V — Verbs followed by to-infinitive

Céc dong tu chi y dinh, ké hoach, quyét dinh va mong mudn thuong di voi to-V: want,
hope, plan, decide, agree, manage, refuse, afford, expect, promise, fail, offer, seem,
appear. Mau dong tir + tin ngit + to-V dung vdi: advise, allow, ask, encourage, invite,
persuade, remind, tell, want, expect.

Verbs of intention, planning, decision and wish usually take the to-infinitive: want, hope, plan,
decide, agree, manage, refuse, afford, expect, promise, fail, offer, seem, appear. The pattern verb
+ object + to-infinitive is used with advise, allow, ask, encourage, invite, persuade, remind, tell,
want and expect.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — V-ing: enjoy, avoid, finish, suggest, consider, admit, deny,
mind, practise, postpone, keep, risk, can't help, look forward to (to 1a gidi tir). To-V: want,
hope, plan, decide, agree, manage, refuse, afford, expect, promise, fail, offer, seem, appear,
would like. Pong tir + tdn ngilr + to-V: advise, allow, encourage, persuade, remind, tell, invite,
ask.

V-ing: enjoy, avoid, finish, suggest, consider, admit, deny, mind, practise, postpone, keep, risk, can't
help, look forward to (here “to” is a preposition). To-infinitive: want, hope, plan, decide, agree,
manage, refuse, afford, expect, promise, fail, offer, seem, appear, would like. Verb + object + to-
infinitive: advise, allow, encourage, persuade, remind, tell, invite, ask.

Pong tir doi nghia theo dang — Verbs that change meaning

Mot sé dong tir di duge véi ca hai dang nhung nghia khac nhau. Remember / forget + V-
ing noi vé viéc di xay ra trong quéa khir; remember / forget + to-V néi vé viéc can lam.
Stop + V-ing 12 nglmg han viéc dang 1am; stop + to-V 1a dimg lai dé 1am viéc khac. Try +
V-ing 1a thir xem két qua ra sao; try + to-V 1 ¢ ging lam.

Some verbs take both forms with different meanings. Remember / forget + V-ing refers to a past
event, remember / forget + to-infinitive refers to a task still to be done. Stop + V-ing means to
cease an activity, stop + to-infinitive means to pause in order to do something else. Try + V-ing
means to experiment and see the result, try + to-infinitive means to make an effort.

Regret + V-ing 13 héi tiéc vé viéc da lam; regret + to-V 1a tiéc phai thong bao (tin x4u).
Go on + V-ing 12 tiép tuc viéc dang lam; go on + to-V 1a chuyén sang viéc ké tiép.

Regret + V-ing expresses sorrow about a past act; regret + to-infinitive introduces bad news
formally. Go on + V-ing means to continue; go on + to-infinitive means to move to the next
action.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — I remember sending the abstract to my supervisor last week. I must
remember to send the revised chapter before Friday. Cau 1: dd giri r0i, nhé lai viée d6. Cau 2:
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can nh¢ dé guri, viéc chua xay ra.
Sentence 1: the abstract was already sent, and I recall it. Sentence 2: sending is still a task to be done.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — After the seminar, she stopped to answer a question from the
audience. Ding lai dé tra 101 (con stopped answering 1a nging han viéc tra 101).
She paused in order to answer (stopped answering would mean she quit answering).

Mot s6 mau khac — Orher useful patterns

Let / make + tan nglt + V khong to (The committee made him revise the proposal.). Used
to + V chi thdéi quen qua khu; be / get used to + V-ing nghia 1a da quen. Would like /
would prefer chi di voi to-V.

Let / make + object + bare infinitive (The committee made him revise the proposal.). Used to +

infinitive shows a past habit; be / get used to + V-ing means being accustomed. Would like /
would prefer take only the to-infinitive.

Tinh tir va danh tir di v6i gidi tir — Adjectives and nouns with prepositions
Gioi tur di sau tinh tir phai hoc theo cum, va sau gidi tir [uon 1a danh tir hodc V-ing. Cac
cum hay gdp trong hoc thuat: interested in, responsible for, capable of, familiar with,
aware of, keen on, afraid of, good at, dependent on, similar to, different from, concerned
about. Danh tir cling vay: an increase in, a solution to, access to, a lack of.

Prepositions after adjectives must be learnt as chunks, and what follows a preposition is always
a noun or V-ing. Common academic collocations: interested in, responsible for, capable of,
Sfamiliar with, aware of, keen on, afraid of, good at, dependent on, similar to, different from,
concerned about. The same applies to nouns: an increase in, a solution to, access to, a lack of.

Pong tir tri gidc — Perception verbs

Daong tir tri gidc (see, watch, hear, notice, feel) + tan ngit + dong tir nguyén mau khong to
khi thiy hodc nghe tron mot hanh dong tir ddu dén cudi. Dung + V-ing khi chi thdy hoic
nghe hanh dong dang dién ra dé dang.

Perception verbs (see, watch, hear, notice, feel) + object + bare infinitive when you perceive a

whole action from start to finish, + V-ing when you perceive an action only while it is in
progress.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — I saw the lecturer leave the room. I saw the lecturer leaving the room
when I arrived. Cau 1: thiy tron viéc rdi phong. Céau 2: thy giira luc dang roi phong.
Sentence 1: I saw the whole action of leaving. Sentence 2: I saw it in progress.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: She suggested to change the research topic.
Piing: She suggested changing the research topic. Suggest di véi V-ing (hodc ménh dé that),
khong di véi to-V.

Suggest takes V-ing (or a that-clause), never a to-infinitive.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: I look forward to meet my supervisor.
Pung: I look forward to meeting my supervisor. Trong look forward to, “to” 1a gidi tir nén
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theo sau 1a V-ing.
In look forward to, “to” is a preposition, so V-ing follows.

Ghi chii mire @). Bic 3 (B1): thanh thao nhoém V-ing / to-V phd bién, stop / remember
ddi nghia, gidi tur sau tinh tir quen thudc. Bac 4 (B2): phan bi¢t tinh té try, regret, go on;
dung duoc be used to, dong tur tri giac + V / V-ing, va cac cum danh tur + gioi tur trong bai
viét hoc thuat.

Level note. Level 3 (Bl): handle the common V-ing / to-infinitive groups, the stop / remember
contrast and familiar adjective + preposition pairs. Level 4 (B2): distinguish try, regret, go on,

use be used to, perception verbs + infinitive / V-ing and noun + preposition chunks in academic
writing.

2.8. Mao twr, lwgng tir, gidi tir — Articles, quantifiers and prepositions

Tiéng Viét khong c6 mao tir va khong bit budc phan biét sb it, sé nhiéu. Vi vay nguoi
hoc hay bo a/ an / the hoac quén dudi -s. Gidi tir phai hoc theo thdi quen dung.
Vietnamese has no articles and no obligatory singular / plural contrast, so learners often omit a
/ an / the or the plural -s; prepositions must be learnt by usage.

Mao tir a/an, the va khong mao tir — A/an, the and zero article

Dung a / an véi danh tir &ém dugc sé it, khi nhac 1an dau hodc noi vé mot dai dién cia
loai (a thesis, an interview). Chon an theo am dau, khong theo chit cai: an hour, a
university. Dung the khi ngudi nghe da biét ddi twong nao. Vi du: da nhic trude do, chi
c6 mot (the library), c6 ménh dé gi6i han (the method we used), so sanh nhét (the most
useful), s6 th ty (the second chapter).

Use a / an with a singular countable noun when mentioning it for the first time or representing a
class (a thesis, an interview; choose an by sound, not spelling: an hour, a university). Use the
when the listener knows which one: it was mentioned before, it is unique (the library), it is
defined by a clause (the method we used), a superlative (the most useful) or an ordinal (the
second chapter).

Khéong mao tir khi n6i chung vé danh tir s6 nhiéu hodc khong dém duoc (Students need
feedback.), voi tén riéng, t€n mon hoc va bira an.

Use no article with plural and uncountable nouns in general statements (Students need
feedback.), with proper names, school subjects and meals.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Lan dau: a/ an; 14n sau hodc d3 xac dinh: the. Noi chung
véi s6 nhiéu hodc khong dém duge: khong mao tuir. C6 the: so sanh nhét, sb tht tu, vat duy
nhét (the sun), the + tinh tir chi nhém nguoi (the elderly). Khong the: go to university, in
hospital, at work, by bus, in class (dung theo chtrc ning, khong phai toa nha cu thé).

First mention: a / an, later or specific mention. the. General statements with plurals / uncountables:
no article. Use the with superlatives, ordinals, unique things (the sun) and the + adjective for a group

(the elderly). No the: go to university, in hospital, at work, by bus, in class (function, not a specific
building).
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Vi DU / EXAMPLE — A doctoral student submitted a proposal to the department. The
proposal was approved in March. She is studying economics at university and hopes to work
in the public sector. A proposal 1a nhic 1an dau, the proposal 1a nhic lai. University chi viéc
di hoc, nén khong cé mao tur.

A proposal is a first mention, the proposal is a repeat. University refers to the activity of studying, so
there is no article.

Lwong tir — Quantifiers

Danh tir @&m dwoc: many, a few (mot vai, da dung), few (rat it, gan nhu khong du),
several, a number of. Danh tir khéng dém dwoe: much, a little (mot chat, da dung), little
(rat it), a great deal of, an amount of. Dung cho ca hai: some, any, a lot of, plenty of,
enough, most, all. Much va many thudng dung trong cdu phu dinh va ciu hoi; cau khang
dinh dung a lot of.

Countable: many, a few (some, enough), few (hardly any), several, a number of. Uncountable:
much, a little (some, enough), little (hardly any), a great deal of, an amount of. Both: some, any,
a lot of, plenty of, enough, most, all. Much and many are mostly used in negatives and questions,
affirmative sentences prefer a lot of.

A number of + danh tir 3m dugc sb nhiéu nghia 1a “mot $6”, dong tur chia s6 nhiéu. The
number of + danh tir s6 nhiéu nghia 12 “sé lwong”, dong tir chia sb it.

A number of + plural countable noun means “several” and takes a plural verb; the number of +
plural noun means “the total figure” and takes a singular verb.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — A number of students were late for the seminar. The number of
students is growing every year. Cau 1 néi “mot s6 sinh vién” (were). Cau 2 néi vé con sb (is).
Sentence 1 means “several students” (were). Sentence 2 is about the figure itself (is).

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: There are many informations in the report.
Puing: There is a lot of information in the report. Information, advice, research, equipment,
feedback, evidence 13 danh tir khong dém dugc, khong thém -s.

Information, advice, research, equipment, feedback and evidence are uncountable and take no plural -
S.

Gioi tir thoi gian, noi chon, hwéng — Prepositions of time, place and direction

Thoi gian: at + gio hodc thoi diém (at 9 a.m., at the weekend); on + ngay (on Monday,
on 5 May); in + thang, nim, mua, budi (in June, in 2026, in the evening); by + han chét
(by Friday); for + khoang thoi gian; since + mdc; during + sy kién; within + trong vong.
Time: at + clock time or point (at 9 a.m., at the weekend), on + days and dates (on Monday, on 5

May), in + months, years, seasons, parts of day (in June, in 2026, in the evening), by + deadline
(by Friday), for + duration, since + starting point, during + event, within + inside a period.

Noi chon: at (mot diém: at the conference), in (khong gian bao quanh: in the laboratory),
on (bé mat hoac tuyén). Huwéng: to, into, onto, through, across, towards.

Place: at (point: at the conference), in (enclosed space: in the laboratory), on (surface or line).
Direction: to, into, onto, through, across, towards.
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LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: I have lived in this city since five years.
Piing: I have lived in this city for five years. For + khoang thdi gian; since + mdc thoi gian.
Use for with a duration and since with a starting point.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE - Sai: The seminar will be held at Monday
morning. Pung: The seminar will be held on Monday morning. Ngay cu thé (ké ca budi cta
ngay do) dung on.

A specific day, including its parts, takes on.

Ghi chi mirc d§. Bac 3 (B1): dung ding a / the co ban, much / many / a few / little, at /
on / in cho giod, ngay, thang. Bac 4 (B2): mao tur véi danh tr triru twong va so sanh, a
number of / the number of, by / within / during, gidi tir di v6i danh tir hoc thuat.

Level note. Level 3 (Bl): basic a / the, much / many / a few / little, at / on / in for hours, days,
months. Level 4 (B2): articles with abstract nouns and superlatives, a number of / the number of,
by / within / during and prepositions with academic nouns.

2.9. So sanh, nhan manh va dao ngir co ban — Comparison, emphasis and basic

inversion

So sanh dung dé ddi chiéu s liéu. Cau ché nhan vao phan quan trong. Pao ngir tao giong
trang trong. Ba nhom nay gitip bai viét bac 4 c¢6 sac thai.

Comparison contrasts data, clefts focus attention and inversion gives a formal tone: together
they give level-4 writing nuance.

So sanh — Comparison

Tinh tir hodc trang tir ngan thém dudi: tall — taller — the tallest. Tinh tir dai (thuong tir hai
am tiét trd 1én, trir loai tan cung -y) ding more / most: more reliable, the most important.
Dang bat quy tic: good — better — best, bad — worse — worst, far — farther / further —
farthest / furthest.

Short adjectives and adverbs take endings: tall — taller — the tallest. Longer ones (usually two or
more syllables, except those ending in -y) use more / most: more reliable, the most important.
Irregular forms: good — better — best, bad — worse — worst, far — farther / further — farthest /
furthest.

So sanh bang: as + tinh tir + as. So sanh khong bang: not as / so + tinh tir + as. So sanh
kép: the + so sdnh hon ..., the + so sanh hon ... (The more you practise, the better you
speak.). Tang dan: more and more difficult.

Equality: as + adjective + as; inequality: not as / so + adjective + as. Double comparative: the
+ comparative ..., the + comparative ... (The more you practise, the better you speak.).
Progressive: more and more difficult.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Hon: adj-er / more adj + than. Nhat: the adj-est / the most
adj (+ in/ of). So sanh kép: The + comparative, the + comparative. Mttc d0: much / far / a lot

/ slightly + so sanh hon; by far + the + so sanh nhat.
Comparative: adj-er / more adj + than. Superlative: the adj-est / the most adj (+ in / of). Double
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comparative: The + comparative, the + comparative. Degree: much / far / a lot / slightly +
comparative; by far + the + superlative.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: This method is more cheaper than the old
one. Pung: This method is cheaper than the old one. Khong dung hai diu hiéu so sanh ciing
luc (more + -er).

Do not combine two comparative markers (more + -er).

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE - Sai: Online learning is as effective than
classroom learning. Ping: Online learning is as effective as classroom learning. So sanh
béng di vdi as ... as, khong dung than.

Equality uses as ... as, not than.

Cau ché - Cleft sentences

Cau ché tach cau thanh hai phan dé nhan mot thanh phan. Dang thir nhat: It is / was +
thanh phan nhan + that / who ... (It was the supervisor who suggested the change.). Dang
thir hai: What + ménh dé + is / was + thanh phan nhan (What the students need is clear
feedback.). Cau ché tra 161 rd céc cau hoi “ai”, “cai gi”, “khi nao”.

A cleft sentence splits one clause into two parts to emphasise one element. The It is / was + focus
+ that / who ... form (It was the supervisor who suggested the change.) and the What + clause +
is /was + focus form (What the students need is clear feedback.). Clefts answer “who”, “what”,
“when” with clear focus.

Dao ngir co ban - Basic inversion

Khi trang tir phii dinh hodc han ché dung du cau, trg dong tir ding trudc chi ngit, nhu
trong cau hoi. Cac mau hay gip & bac 4: “Not only + trg dong tir + S + V, but also ...”
(“Not only did she collect data, but she also analysed it.”); Hardly / Scarcely + had + S +
V3 + when / before ...; No sooner + had + S + V3 + than ...; Never / Rarely / Seldom +
trg dong tr + S + V; Only when / Only after + tr¢g dong tir + S + V; Little did he know
... Ménh dé thtr hai cta “not only ... but also” khong déo.

When a negative or restrictive adverbial opens the sentence, the auxiliary comes before the
subject, as in a question. Common level-4 patterns: “Not only + auxiliary + S + V, but also ...”
(“Not only did she collect data, but she also analysed it.”); Hardly / Scarcely + had + S + V3 +
when / before ...; No sooner + had + S + V3 + than ...; Never / Rarely / Seldom + auxiliary + S
+ V; Only when / Only after + auxiliary + S + V; Little did he know .... The second clause of
“not only ... but also” is not inverted.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Rarely do first-year students finish the literature review without help.
Hardly had the conference started when the projector broke down. Ca hai cau déu dao ngit: do
students (cau 1) va had the conference (cau 2). Chu ngit dung sau trg dong tur.

Both sentences are inverted: do students (1) and had the conference (2). The subject follows the
auxiliary.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: “Not only she wrote the report, but she also
presented it.” Pung: “Not only did she write the report, but she also presented it.” Sau not
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only & dau cau phai dao trg dong tir 1én trude chi ngit.
After sentence-initial not only, the auxiliary must precede the subject.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: Hardly he had arrived when it began to
rain. Ping: Hardly had he arrived when it began to rain. Hardly di v6i qué khir hoan thanh
dao nglr va when.

Hardly takes the inverted past perfect and when.

Ghi cha mire d§. Bac 3 (B1): so sanh hon, so sanh nhét, as ... as, so sanh kép don gian.
Bac 4 (B2): cau ch¢, dao ngir vdi not only, hardly, no sooner, never, rarely dé nhan manh
trong bai viét. Pao ngir 1a cau tric tily chon; ding sai con hai hon khong dung.

Level note. Level 3 (Bl): comparatives, superlatives, as ... as and simple double comparatives.

Level 4 (B2): clefts and inversion with not only, hardly, no sooner, never, rarely for emphasis in
writing. Inversion is optional; using it wrongly is worse than avoiding it.

2.10. Lién tir va ménh dé trang ngit — Linking words and adverbial clauses

Nguoi Viét hay méc hai 16i. Ldi tht nhat 1a dung hai lién tir cing lac (nhu “mic du ...
nhung ...”). L3i thtr hai 1a nhdm lién tir (+ S + V) v6i gidi tir (+ danh tir hodc V-ing).

A frequent Vietnamese error is using two connectors at once (as in “mdc du ... nhung ...”) or
confusing conjunctions (+ S + V) with prepositions (+ noun / V-ing).

Nhuwong b va doi lap — Concession and contrast

Lién tir (+ ménh dé): although, though, even though, while, whereas. Giéi tir (+ danh tir
hoic V-ing): despite, in spite of (co thé thém the fact that + ménh d¢). Trang tir noi
(ding dau cau, co diu phay): however, nevertheless, on the other hand, in contrast.
Whereas va while ddi 1ap hai vé: Urban students have easy access to libraries, whereas
rural students often do not.

Conjunctions (+ clause): although, though, even though, while, whereas. Prepositions (+ noun /
V-ing): despite, in spite of (with the fact that + clause if needed). Linking adverbs (sentence-
initial, with a comma): however, nevertheless, on the other hand, in contrast. Whereas / while
contrast two parts (Urban students have easy access to libraries, whereas rural students often do
not.).

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Although + S + V, S + V. = Despite / In spite of + noun /
V-ing, S + V. Khong ding although va but trong cling mot cau. However ndi hai cau doc 1ap:
dau chAm hodc chim phay trudc, ddu phay sau.

Although + S + V, S + V. = Despite / In spite of + noun / V-ing, S + V. Never use although and but in
the same sentence. However joins two independent sentences: a full stop or semicolon before it, a
comma after.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE - Sai: Although the data were limited, but the
results were useful. Puing: Although the data were limited, the results were useful. Chi dung
mot lién tir ndi hai ménh dé, khac véi tiéng Viét.

Use only one connector between two clauses, unlike Vietnamese.
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LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: Despite the weather was bad, the survey
continued. Ping: Despite the bad weather, the survey continued. (hodc: Although the
weather was bad, the survey continued.) Despite 13 gidi tir, sau n6 khong cé ménh dé& S + V.
Despite is a preposition and cannot be followed by S + V.

Nguyén nhan, muc dich, két qua — Reason, purpose and result

Nguyén nhan: because, since, as + ménh dé; because of, due to, owing to + danh tir hoac
V-ing. Muc dich: so that + ménh dé (thuong co can, could, will, would); in order to hoac
so as to + V. Két qua: so + ménh dé; therefore, consequently, as a result (trang tir ndi);
so + tinh tir + that; such + (a / an) + tinh tir + danh tir + that. Unless = if not.

Reason: because, since, as + clause; because of, due to, owing to + noun / V-ing. Purpose: so
that + clause (usually with can / could / will / would), in order to / so as to + verb. Result: so +

clause; therefore, consequently, as a result (linking adverbs),; so + adj + that, such + (a /an) +
adj + noun + that. Unless = if not.

Thoi gian: when, while, as soon as, until, before, after. Sau lién tir thoi gian néi vé tuong
lai thi dung hi¢n tai, khong dung will.

Time: when, while, as soon as, until, before, after. After future time conjunctions use the present
tense, not will.

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — The library extended its opening hours so that postgraduates could
study in the evening. The questionnaire was so long that many respondents left it unfinished.
Because of the delay in funding, the project began a month late. Ba cu lan luot chi myc dich
(so that), két qua (so ... that) va nguyén nhan (because of + danh tir).

The three sentences express purpose (so that), result (so ... that) and reason (because of + noun,).

Dau cau co ban — Basic punctuation

Ménh dé phu dung dau cdu can ddu phay sau n6 (Although it rained, we continued.).
Pung sau ménh dé chinh thi thuong khong can. Hai ménh dé doc 1ap chi ndi bang dau
phay 1a 16i comma splice. Hay dung ddu cham, ddu cham phay hodc lién tir ding lap
(and, but, so, or). DAu chim phéy ndi hai ménh dé lién quan chat ché. Sau trang tur ndi
nhu however can déu phay.

A subordinate clause at the start needs a comma after it (Although it rained, we continued.);
after the main clause a comma is usually unnecessary. Two independent clauses joined only by a
comma form a comma splice; use a full stop, semicolon or coordinating conjunction (and, but,

so, or). A semicolon links two closely related clauses,; a linking adverb such as however is
followed by a comma.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE - Sai: The interview lasted an hour, we learned a
great deal. Pung: The interview lasted an hour; we learned a great deal. Hai cau hoan chinh
khong duogc chi ndi biang diu phay.

Two complete sentences cannot be joined by a comma alone.
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Ghi chi mic dg. Bac 3 (B1): dung dung because, so, although, but, when, if. Bac 4
(B2): despite / in spite of, whereas, so that, trang tir ndi dung dau céu, trinh comma
splice.
Level note. Level 3 (Bl): correct use of because, so, although, but, when, if. Level 4 (B2): despite
/ in spite of, whereas, so that, linking adverbs with correct punctuation, and avoiding comma
splices.

2.11. Léi ngir phap nguoi Viét hay méc — Typical errors of Vietmamese learners

Phan 16n 16i cua nguodi Viét dén tr tiéng me dé: khong chia dong tir, khong c6 mao tur,
khong danh dau sb nhiéu, duoc phép lugc cha ngit. Hai muoi lam 13i chia theo nim
nhom, dung lam danh sach ty kiém trude khi ndp bai.

Most errors come from first-language transfer: no verb inflection, no articles, no plural marking
and optional subjects. Twenty-five errors in five groups serve as a self-check list before you
submit writing.

Nhom 1. Chu ngir, dong tir va thi — Group 1. Subjects, verbs and tenses

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: Is important to read the instructions. Pring:
It is important to read the instructions. C4u tiéng Anh can chu ngir; dung it 1am chi ngir gia.
An English clause needs a subject; use dummy it.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE - Sai: The student have submitted the form.
Piing: The student has submitted the form. Chu ngi s6 it ngdi thir ba di véi has.
A singular third-person subject takes has.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: She go to the library every day. Pling: She
goes to the library every day. Hién tai don ngdi thtr ba s it thém -s hoic -es.
Third-person singular in the present simple takes -s or -es.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: Last year, I go to a conference in Hue.
Piing: Last year, I went to a conference in Hue. C6 mbc qua khir phai chia qua khr; chi co
trang tur thi chua du.

A past time marker requires a past form; the adverb alone is not enough.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: I am agree with this opinion. Puing: I agree
with this opinion. Agree 1a dong tir thuong, khong di véi be.
Agree is a full verb and does not take be.

Nhom 2. Danh tir, mao tir va lwgng tir — Group 2. Nouns, articles and quantifiers

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: She gave me many advices. Puing: She
gave me a lot of advice. Advice khong dém duoc.
Advice is uncountable.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: There are three student in my group. Piing:
There are three students in my group. Sau s6 tir 16n hon mét phai dung danh tir s6 nhiéu.
A number above one requires a plural noun.
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LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: He is teacher at a high school. Puing: He is
a teacher at a high school. Nghé nghiép sé it can a / an.
A singular job title needs a / an.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: The life is difficult for many graduates.
Pung: Life is difficult for many graduates. Danh tir triru tugng n6i chung khong co the.
General abstract nouns take no the.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE - Sai: A research shows that sleep affects
memory. Pling: Research shows that sleep affects memory. Research khong dém duoc; c6
thé dung a study.

Research is uncountable; a study is possible.

Nhom 3. Gioi tir, tir loai va trat tw tit — Group 3. Prepositions, word class and word order

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: She is interested on economics. Piing: She
1s interested in economics. Interested di v4i in.
Interested takes in.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: We discussed about the budget. Puing: We
discussed the budget. Discuss 14 ngoai dong tir, khéng can gi6i tir.
Discuss is transitive and needs no preposition.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: He is very good in mathematics. Piing: He
is very good at mathematics. Good at + mon hoc hodc ky nang.
Good at + subject or skill.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: The result was surprise. Pung: The result
was surprising. Sau be dung tinh tir, khong dung danh tir.
Use an adjective, not a noun, after be.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: He speaks English very good. Pung: He
speaks English very well. B6 nghia cho dong tir phai ding trang tir.

Use an adverb to modify a verb.

Nhom 4. Cau triuc cau va ménh dé — Group 4. Sentence structure and clauses

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: I want that you help me. Puing: I want you
to help me. Want + tan ngir + to-V.
Want + object + to-infinitive.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE - Sai: The book which I bought it is useful.
Piing: The book which I bought is useful. Tir ni quan hé d thay tan ngir, khong lap lai it.

The relative pronoun replaces the object; do not repeat it.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: She asked me where did I live. Piing: She
asked me where I lived. Cau hoi gian tiép dung trat tu cau ké.
Indirect questions use statement word order.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: Because it was late, so we left. Ping:

Because it was late, we left. Khong dung because va so cung luc.
Do not use because and so together.
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LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: The students who they passed were happy.
Piing: The students who passed were happy. Tir ndi who di 1 cha ngit cia ménh dé quan hé.
Who is already the subject of the relative clause.

Nhém 5. Tir dé nham va cach dién dat — Group 5. Confusable words and expression

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE - Sai: I have been in Hanoi since three years.
Pung: I have been in Hanoi for three years. Khodng thoi gian dung for.
A duration takes for.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: My friend is more taller than me. Piing:
My friend is taller than me. Khong ding more v&i tinh tir ngén da thém -er.
Do not use more with a short adjective that takes -er.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE - Sai: It depends of the sample size. Puing: It
depends on the sample size. Depend di vdi on.
Depend takes on.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE - Sai: If I will have time, I will join the
workshop. Pung: If | have time, I will join the workshop. Ménh dé if loai 1 dung hién tai
don.

A Type 1 if-clause uses the present simple.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: Many people thinks that online study is
easy. Piing: Many people think that online study is easy. People 14 s6 nhiéu, nén dong tir
khong thém -s.

People is plural, so the verb takes no -s.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Ty kiém séu diém: chi ngit dii; dong tir hop chi ngir; thi
khop méc thoi gian; danh tir dang s6; c6 hodc khong mao tir diing; gi6i tir di kém ding.
Six-point self-check: subject present; verb agrees; tense fits the time marker, noun number correct;
article included or omitted correctly; right preposition.

Céch dung danh sach trén: sau khi viét xong mot cau, doc lai sdu diém theo thir ty. Vi du
lam mau véi cau “Is important for student to read many informations.” Piém 1 thiéu chi
ngir, thém It. Diém 4 “student” phai 1a students. Diém 4 “many informations” sai vi
information khong dém dugc, stra thanh a lot of information. Két qua: It is important for
students to read a lot of information.

How to use the list: after writing a sentence, reread the six points in order. Worked example with
“Is important for student to read many informations.” Point 1: the subject is missing, add It.
Point 4: “student” must be students. Point 4 again: “many informations” is wrong because
information is uncountable; change it to a lot of information. Result: It is important for students
to read a lot of information.

Ghi chi mirc d§. Bic 3 (B1): sira dugc cac 16i nhom 1-3. Bac 4 (B2): ty phat hién va
stra ca nhom 4-5, ké ca khi 156i ndm trong cau dai, va han ché ching trong bai viét han
gio.
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Level note. Level 3 (Bl): corrects errors in groups 1-3. Level 4 (B2): spots and corrects groups
4-5 as well, even inside long sentences, and keeps them out of timed writing.

2.12. Bai tap van dung c0 1oi giai — Applied exercises with solutions

Bai 1. Chia thi trong doan hoc thudt — Exercise 1. Choosing tenses in academic sentences

Chia dong tu trong ngodc & thi ding. 1) By the time the seminar began, the audience
(arrive) already. 2) She (work) on her thesis since 2024.

Put the verb in brackets into the correct tense. 1) By the time the seminar began, the audience
(arrive) already. 2) She (work) on her thesis since 2024.

1. 1) had already arrived: hanh dong xay ra trudec mot moc qué khi.
1) had already arrived: the action happened before a past point.

2. 2) has been working: since doi hoi hién tai hoan thanh (tiép dién).
2) has been working: since requires the present perfect (continuous).

Bai 2. Tim 16i thi — Exercise 2. Spotting tense errors

Stra 16i thi trong mdi cau. 1) I am living in Hue since 2020. 2) When I called, he already
left.

Correct the tense error in each sentence. 1) I am living in Hue since 2020. 2) When I called, he
already left.

1. 1) T have lived (hodc have been living) in Hue since 2020.
1) I have lived (or have been living) in Hue since 2020.

2.2) When I called, he had already left: vi¢c roi di xdy ra trude cude goi.
2) When I called, he had already left: leaving came before the call.

Bai 3. Hién tai hoan thanh hay qua khix don - Exercise 3. Present perfect or past simple
Chia dong tur trong ngoac. 1) The university (introduce) a new scholarship last month. 2)
So far, the committee (receive) 120 applications.

Put the verb in brackets into the correct form. 1) The university (introduce) a new scholarship
last month. 2) So far, the committee (receive) 120 applications.

1. 1) introduced: ¢6 mdc xac dinh last month.
1) introduced: a finished time marker, last month.

2. 2) has received: so far ndi qua khir v6i hién tai.
2) has received: so far links the past with the present.

Bai 4. Hinh thirc chi twong lai — Exercise 4. Future forms

Chon dang twong lai dung cho chd trong. 1) Look at those clouds! It (rain). 2) The
meeting (start) at § a.m. tomorrow, according to the timetable.

Choose the correct future form for each gap. 1) Look at those clouds! It (rain). 2) The meeting
(start) at 8 a.m. tomorrow, according to the timetable.

1. 1) is going to rain: du doan dua trén bang chiing nhin thay.

1) is going to rain: a prediction based on visible evidence.
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2. 2) starts: lich trinh ¢ dinh dung hién tai don.
2) starts: a fixed timetable takes the present simple.

Bai 5. Pong tir trang thai va thi tiép dién — Exercise 5. Stative verbs and continuous tenses
Chia dong tur trong ngodc. 1) I (know) Dr Lan for five years. 2) At 9 p.m. yesterday, he
(still / analyse) the data.

Put the verb in brackets into the correct form. 1) I (know) Dr Lan for five years. 2) At 9 p.m.
vesterday, he (still / analyse) the data.

1. 1) have known: know 14 dong tir trang thai, khong dung tiép dién.
1) have known: know is stative and is not used in the continuous.
2. 2) was still analysing: hanh dong dang dién ra tai mot thoi diém qua khu.

2) was still analysing: an action in progress at a past moment.

Bai 6. Cam doan hay khong bat budc — Exercise 6. Prohibition or no obligation

Pién mustn't hodc don't have to. 1) You ......... bring a laptop; the lab provides
computers. 2) Students ......... use phones during the exam,; it is forbidden.

Fill each gap with mustn't or don't have to. 1) You ......... bring a laptop,; the lab provides
computers. 2) Students ... ...... use phones during the exam, it is forbidden.

1. 1) don't have to: khong bat budc.
1) don't have to: it is not necessary.
2.2) mustn't: bi cam.
2) mustn't: it is prohibited.

Bai 7. Suy doan hién tai va qua khit — Exercise 7. Deduction in the present and the past

Pién must hodc can't. 1) The lights are on in the office, so Dr Minh ......... be there. 2)
He started only an hour ago, so he ......... have finished the whole report.

Fill each gap with must or can't. 1) The lights are on in the office, so Dr Minh ......... be there.
2) He started only an hour ago, so he ......... have finished the whole report.

1. 1) must be: suy doan chic chan tir bang ching.
1) must be: a confident deduction from evidence.

2.2) can't have finished: khong thé, vi thoi gian qua ngan.
2) can't have finished: impossible given so little time.

Bai 8. Suy doan ¢ qua khwr — Exercise 8. Deduction in the past

Pién must have hodc might have va dong tir. 1) The file is missing. Someone .........
(delete) it; there is no other explanation. 2) She did not reply. She ......... (see) my
message, but [ am not sure.

Fill each gap with must have or might have plus the verb. 1) The file is missing. Someone ... ......
(delete) it; there is no other explanation. 2) She did not reply. She ......... (see) my message, but [
am not sure.

1. 1) must have deleted: chic chan, khong con kha ning nao khac.
1) must have deleted: certain, with no other explanation.
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2. 2) might have seen: chi 1a kha nang.
2) might have seen: only a possibility.

Bai 9. Viét lai bang dong tir khuyét thiéu — Exercise 9. Rewriting with modal verbs
Viét lai cau bang dong tir khuyét thiéu, giit nguyén nghia. 1) It is not necessary for you to
submit a hard copy. 2) I advise you to book the room early.

Rewrite each sentence with a modal verb, keeping the meaning. 1) It is not necessary for you to
submit a hard copy. 2) I advise you to book the room early.

1. 1) You don't have to (hodc needn't) submit a hard copy.
1) You don't have to (or needn't) submit a hard copy.

2. 2) You should book the room early.
2) You should book the room early.

Bai 10. Diéu kién loai 1 va 2 — Exercise 10. Type 1 and Type 2 conditionals

Chia dong tur trong ngodc. 1) If the grant (approve), we will buy new equipment. 2) If I
had more time, I (join) the workshop.
Put the verb in brackets into the correct form. 1) If the grant (approve), we will buy new
equipment. 2) If [ had more time, I (join) the workshop.
1. 1) is approved: ménh dé if loai 1 dung hién tai (& day 13 bi dong).
1) is approved: a Type 1 if-clause takes the present (here passive).

2. 2) would join: loai 2 dung would + V.
2) would join: Type 2 takes would + verb.

Bai 11. Piéu Kién loai 3 — Exercise 11. Type 3 conditional

Chia dong tir trong ngodc hodc dién chd trong. 1) If she (read) the instructions, she would

not have made the mistake. 2) If the sample had been bigger, the results ......... more
reliable.
Put the verb in brackets into the correct form or fill the gap. 1) If she (read) the instructions, she
would not have made the mistake. 2) If the sample had been bigger, the results ......... more
reliable.

1. 1) had read: loai 3, ménh dé if dung qua khtr hoan thanh.
1) had read: Type 3, the if-clause takes the past perfect.

2. 2) would have been: ménh dé chinh cua loai 3.
2) would have been: the Type 3 main clause.

Bai 12. Cau woc — Exercise 12. Wishes

Chia dong tur trong ngodc. 1) I wish I (have) a quieter study room. 2) She wishes she (not
/ submit) the draft so late.

Put the verb in brackets into the correct form. 1) I wish I (have) a quieter study room. 2) She
wishes she (not / submit) the draft so late.

1. 1) had: wdc vé hién tai dung qua khu.
1) had: a present wish uses the past.
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2. 2) hadn't submitted: tiéc nubi vé qua khtr dung qua khir hoan thanh.
2) hadn't submitted: regret about the past uses the past perfect.

Bai 13. Unless va diéu kién hén hop — Exercise 13. Unless and mixed conditionals

Hoan thanh mdi ciu theo yéu cau. 1) Rewrite with unless: If you don't register, you can't

attend. 2) If I had studied statistics, I ......... (understand) this table now.
Complete each sentence as instructed. 1) Rewrite with unless: If you don't register, you can't
attend. 2) If I had studied statistics, I ...... ... (understand) this table now.

1. 1) Unless you register, you can't attend.
1) Unless you register, you can't attend.

2. 2) would understand: diéu kién & qué khur, két qua ¢ hi¢n tai.
2) would understand: past condition, present result.

Bai 14. Chuyén sang ciu bi ddng — Exercise 14. Active to passive
Viét lai cau ¢ thé bj dong. 1) The committee approved the proposal. 2) Researchers are
collecting data.

Rewrite each sentence in the passive. 1) The committee approved the proposal. 2) Researchers
are collecting data.

1. 1) The proposal was approved by the committee.
1) The proposal was approved by the committee.

2. 2) Data are being collected (by researchers).
2) Data are being collected (by researchers).

Bai 15. Cau triac nho va — Exercise 15. Causative structures

Viét lai cAu bang have something done. 1) A printer will print my thesis for me. 2) We
will ask a professional to translate the abstract.

Rewrite each sentence with have something done. 1) A printer will print my thesis for me. 2) We
will ask a professional to translate the abstract.

1. 1) I will have my thesis printed.
1) I'will have my thesis printed.

2. 2) We will have the abstract translated.
2) We will have the abstract translated.

Bai 16. Bi dong v6i dong tir twong thuat — Exercise 16. Passive with reporting verbs
Viét lai cau bang cha ngit méi. 1) People say that the course is demanding. 2) It is
believed that he left in 2020.

Rewrite each sentence with a new subject. 1) People say that the course is demanding. 2) It is
believed that he left in 2020.

1. 1) The course is said to be demanding.
1) The course is said to be demanding.

2.2) He is believed to have left in 2020: hanh dong xay ra trude thoi diém tudng thuat.
2) He is believed to have left in 2020: the action precedes the reporting time.
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Bai 17. Twong thuit ciu tran thuit — Exercise 17. Reporting statements

Chuyén sang 15i tuong thuat. 1) “I am writing my literature review,” she said. 2) “We
will submit the report tomorrow,” they said.

Change to reported speech. 1) “I am writing my literature review,” she said. 2) “We will submit
the report tomorrow,” they said.

1. 1) She said (that) she was writing her literature review.
1) She said (that) she was writing her literature review.

2. 2) They said they would submit the report the next day.
2) They said they would submit the report the next day.

Bai 18. Twong thuat cau héi — Exercise 18. Reporting questions

Chuyén sang 15i tuong thuat. 1) “Where do you study?” he asked me. 2) “Have you
finished the survey?” she asked.

Change to reported speech. 1) “Where do you study?” he asked me. 2) “Have you finished the
survey?” she asked.

1. 1) He asked me where I studied: trat tu cau Ké.
1) He asked me where I studied: statement word order.

2. 2) She asked whether (hodc if) I had finished the survey.
2) She asked whether (or if) I had finished the survey.

Bai 19. Twong thuat ménh lénh — Exercise 19. Reporting commands

Chuyén sang 101 tuong thuat. 1) “Please sit down,” the lecturer told us. 2) “Don't be late,”
my supervisor said.

Change to reported speech. 1) “Please sit down,” the lecturer told us. 2) “Don't be late,” my

supervisor said.

1. 1) The lecturer told us to sit down.
1) The lecturer told us to sit down.

2. 2) My supervisor told me not to be late.
2) My supervisor told me not to be late.

Bai 20. Dai tir quan hé — Exercise 20. Relative pronouns

Dién dai tir quan hé thich hop. 1) The professor ......... lectures I attended has retired. 2)
The article ......... I read yesterday was useful.

Fill each gap with a suitable relative pronoun. 1) The professor ......... lectures I attended has
retired. 2) The article ......... 1 read yesterday was useful.

1. 1) whose: chi sé hiru.
1) whose: shows possession.

2. 2) which (hodc that): chi vat, tan ngtr cua read.
2) which (or that): a thing, the object of read.
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Bai 21. Ménh dé khong xac dinh — Exercise 21. Non-defining clauses

Pién dai tir quan hé va dat diu phay néu can. 1) Dr Hoa ......... is my supervisor will
attend. 2) Hue ......... is an old capital attracts scholars.

Fill each gap with a relative pronoun and add commas where needed. 1) Dr Hoa ......... is my
supervisor will attend. 2) Hue ......... is an old capital attracts scholars.

1. 1) Dr Hoa, who is my supervisor, will attend: khong dung that trong ménh dé khong
xac dinh.
1) Dr Hoa, who is my supervisor, will attend: that is not used in a non-defining clause.

2. 2) Hue, which is an old capital, attracts scholars.
2) Hue, which is an old capital, attracts scholars.

Bai 22. Rt gon ménh dé quan hé — Exercise 22. Reducing relative clauses
Rt gon phan trong ngodc vudng. 1) The student [who is sitting] by the window is my
friend. 2) The data [that were collected] in 2025 are reliable.

Reduce the part in square brackets in each sentence. 1) The student [who is sitting] by the
window is my friend. 2) The data [that were collected] in 2025 are reliable.

1. 1) The student sitting by the window is my friend.
1) The student sitting by the window is my friend.

2. 2) The data collected in 2025 are reliable.
2) The data collected in 2025 are reliable.

Bai 23. V-ing hay to-V - Exercise 23. V-ing or to-infinitive
Chia dong tu trong ngodc. 1) She avoided (answer) the question. 2) He decided (apply)
for the scholarship.

Put the verb in brackets into the correct form. 1) She avoided (answer) the question. 2) He
decided (apply) for the scholarship.

1. 1) answering: avoid + V-ing.
1) answering: avoid + V-ing.

2. 2) to apply: decide + to-V.
2) to apply: decide + to-infinitive.

Bai 24. Pong tir ddi nghia — Exercise 24. Verbs that change meaning

Chia dong tur trong ngodc theo nghia cua cau. 1) I forgot (lock) the lab door, so I went
back. 2) I will never forget (present) my first paper.

Put the verb in brackets into the form that fits the meaning. 1) I forgot (lock) the lab door, so 1
went back. 2) I will never forget (present) my first paper.

1. 1) to lock: quén lam viéc can lam.
1) to lock: forgot a task that had to be done.

2. 2) presenting: nh¢ lai mdt viéc da xay ra.
2) presenting: recalling an event that happened.
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Bai 25. Mao tir — Exercise 25. Articles

Pién a, an, the hodc dé tréng. 1) He is ......... honest researcher who works at .........
university near Hue. 2) ......... moon goes around ......... Earth.

Fill each gap with a, an, the or nothing. 1) He is ... ...... honest researcher who works at ...... ...
university near Hue. 2) ......... moon goes around ... ... ... Earth.

1. 1) an; a: chon theo 4m dau (honest bit ddu bang am /v/, university bat ddu bang am

/il).
1) an; a: chosen by sound (honest begins with /v/ and university with /j/).

2.2) The; the: vat duy nhat.
2) The, the: unique things.

Bai 26. Gidi tir va lwong tir — Exercise 26. Prepositions and quantifiers

Pién tir thich hop. 1) The workshop starts ......... 830 ......... Friday. 2) There is very
......... time left, so we must hurry.

Fill each gap with a suitable word. 1) The workshop starts ......... 830 ......... Friday. 2) There
isvery ... time left, so we must hurry.

1. 1) at; on: gid dung at, ngay dung on.
1) at; on: at for clock times, on for days.

2. 2) little: time khong dém dugc, nghia 14 rét it.
2) little: time is uncountable and the sense is hardly any.

Bai 27. So sanh — Exercise 27. Comparison

Hoan thanh cau. 1) The more data we collect, the ......... (accurate) our model becomes.
2) This method is not ......... expensive ......... the other one.

Complete each sentence. 1) The more data we collect, the ......... (accurate) our model becomes.
2) This method is not ... ... ... expensive ......... the other one.

1. 1) more accurate: so sanh kép.
1) more accurate: a double comparative.

2.2) as; as: so sanh khong bang, not as ... as.
2) as, as: negative equality, not as ... as.

Bai 28. Viét lai bang ddo ngit — Exercise 28. Rewriting with inversion
Viét lai cau, bat dau bang tir cho sin. 1) “She not only wrote the paper but also presented
it.” (Not only ...) 2) I had hardly sat down when the lecture began. (Hardly ...)

Rewrite each sentence beginning with the words given. 1) “She not only wrote the paper but also
presented it.”” (Not only ...) 2) I had hardly sat down when the lecture began. (Hardly ...)

1. 1) “Not only did she write the paper, but she also presented it.”
1) “Not only did she write the paper, but she also presented it.”

2. 2) Hardly had I sat down when the lecture began.
2) Hardly had I sat down when the lecture began.
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Bai 29. Lién tir va gidi tir lién ket — Exercise 29. Connectors

Pién tir ndi thich hop. 1) ......... the heavy rain, the seminar went ahead. 2) We left early
......... we could catch the last bus.

Fill each gap with a suitable connector. 1) ......... the heavy rain, the seminar went ahead. 2) We
left early ......... we could catch the last bus.

1. 1) Despite (hoac In spite of) + cum danh tur.
1) Despite (or In spite of) + noun phrase.

2.2) so that + ménh dé chi myc dich.
2) so that + a purpose clause.

Bai 30. Tim va stwa 16i — Exercise 30. Find and correct

Tim va stra bon 18i trong cau: Yesterday I discuss about the problem with my supervisor,
and she give me many advices.

Find and correct the four errors in the sentence: Yesterday I discuss about the problem with my
supervisor, and she give me many advices.

1. L3i 1: discuss doi thanh discussed (c6 mbc Yesterday). Ldi 2: bo about (discuss 1a
ngoai dong tir). Ldi 3: give doi thanh gave. Ldi 4: many advices ddi thanh a lot of
advice (advice khong dém dugc).

Error 1: discuss becomes discussed (the marker is Yesterday). Error 2: delete about (discuss

is transitive). Error 3: give becomes gave. Error 4: many advices becomes a lot of advice
(advice is uncountable).

2.13. Cau héi tu luan va dan y tra 161 — Essay questions and answer outlines

Cau 1. Trinh bay cach chon giira qua khir don, hién tai hoan thanh va qua khir hoan
thanh khi viét phan tong quan tai liéu. Cho ba vi du riéng.

Question 1. Explain how to choose between the past simple, present perfect and past perfect
when writing a literature review. Give three original examples.

* Qué khtr don: nghién ctru hodc sy kién da xong, co mdc xac dinh (Smith surveyed 200
students in 2022).

Past simple: a finished study or event with a definite time (Smith surveyed 200 students in
2022).

* Hién tai hoan thanh: két qua con lién quan dén hién tai, hodc khoang thoi gian chua
két thuc (Researchers have paid little attention to rural schools).

Present perfect: results still relevant now or an unfinished period (Researchers have paid
little attention to rural schools).

« Qué khir hoan thanh: viéc xdy ra trudc mot mbe qua khir khac (By 2020, most
universities had adopted online platforms).
Past perfect: an action before another past point (By 2020, most universities had adopted
online platforms).

¢ Tt tin hi¢u: in 2022, last year (qua khtr don); since, so far, recently (hién tai hoan
thanh); by then, before (qua khir hoan thanh).
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Signal words: in 2022, last year (simple); since, so far, recently (present perfect), by then,
before (past perfect).

Cau 2. Giai thich ba loai cAu diéu kién va ciu wéc vé qua khir. Mbi loai cho mt vi
du trong bdi canh hoc tp.

Question 2. Explain the three conditional types and wishes about the past. Give one academic
example of each.

* Loai 1: c6 thé xay ra ¢ tuong lai; if + hién tai, will + V (If I finish early, I will visit the
library).
Type 1: possible future, if + present, will + verb (If I finish early, I will visit the library).
* Loai 2: khong c6 that ¢ hién tai; if + qua khir, would + V (If I had more time, I would
take the course).
Type 2: unreal present; if + past, would + verb (If I had more time, I would take the course).
* Loai 3: khong c6 that trong qua khtr; if + qua khir hoan thanh, would have + V3 (If I
had read it, I would have passed).

Type 3: unreal past; if + past perfect, would have + past participle (If I had read it, [ would
have passed).

« Cau udc vé qua khir: I wish + qua khtr hoan thanh (I wish I had started earlier).
Wish about the past: I wish + past perfect (I wish I had started earlier).

Céu 3. Chuyén doan hdi thoai sau sang 10i twong thuit va néu cac thay doi: “I will
send the draft tomorrow,” said Lan. “Have you checked the references?” asked the
supervisor.

Question 3. Report the following exchange and list the changes: “I will send the draft
tomorrow,” said Lan. “Have you checked the references?” asked the supervisor.

* Bap an: Lan said she would send the draft the next day. The supervisor asked whether
(if) she had checked the references.

Answer: Lan said she would send the draft the next day. The supervisor asked whether (if)
she had checked the references.

« Lui thi: will d6i thanh would; hién tai hoan thanh d6i thanh qué khtt hoan thanh.
Backshift: will becomes would; present perfect becomes past perfect.

« Poi trang tir: tomorrow ddi thanh the next day; doi dai tir I / you theo nguoi noi.
Change adverbs: tomorrow becomes the next day, adjust I/ you to fit the speaker.

» Cau hoi Yes/No dung if hodc whether, véi trat tu cau Kké.
A Yes/No question uses if / whether and statement word order.
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Cau 4. Poan sau c6 bay 16i ngit phap. Hay tim, stra va giai thich: “Last year I go to
Hanoi for a conference. I discuss about my research with many professor. It was
very useful experience and I am interested on this topic since then.”

Question 4. The paragraph below has seven grammar errors. Find, correct and explain them:
“Last year I go to Hanoi for a conference. I discuss about my research with many professor. It
was very useful experience and I am interested on this topic since then.”

« go d6i thanh went; discuss ddi thanh discussed: mdc qua kh last year (2 151).
go becomes went; discuss becomes discussed: last year marks the past (2 errors).

« Bo about sau discuss, vi discuss 1a ngoai dong tir (1 151).
Delete about after discuss, a transitive verb (1 error).

« many professor d6i thanh many professors; very useful experience d6i thanh a very
useful experience (2 15i).

many professor becomes many professors, very useful experience becomes a very useful
experience (2 errors).

« interested on d6i thanh interested in; am interested ... since then d6i thanh have been
interested in this topic since then (2 16i).
interested on becomes interested in, am interested ... since then becomes have been
interested in this topic since then (2 errors).

Cau 5. So sanh cach dung V-ing va to-V sau stop, remember, try. Sau dé giii thich
khi nao dung despite va khi nao dung although.
Question 5. Compare V-ing and to-infinitive after stop, remember, try. Then explain when to use
despite and when to use although.
« Stop + V-ing: nglmg 1am; stop + to-V: dirng lai dé lam viéc khac.
Stop + V-ing: quit doing; stop + to-infinitive: pause in order to do something.
* Remember + V-ing: nhé viéc da lam; remember + to-V: nhé phai lam.
Remember + V-ing: recall a past act; + to-infinitive: remember a task to do.
« Try + V-ing: thir; try + to-V: ¢b gang.
Try + V-ing: experiment; try + to-infinitive: make an effort.
* Although + S + V; despite + danh tir hodc V-ing; khong thém but sau ménh dé
although.
Although + S + V; despite + noun / V-ing, never add but after an although-clause.

2.14. Cau héi tric nghi€ém — Multiple-choice questions

21. Chon phuong 4n ding nhat.
I....... this module since September, and I still find it difficult.
A. study
B. am studying
C. studied
D. have been studying
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