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Chuong 1. Lam quen va gi¢i thi€éu ban than - Craprer 1. Meeting
People and Introducing Yourself

Muc tiéu chwong — Chapter objectives

« Panh van tén minh, doc s6 dién thoai, sd thir tu va ngay thang bang tiéng Anh khi dién
biéu miu ca nhan.
Spell your own name and say phone numbers, ordinal numbers and dates in English when
filling in a personal form.

« Viét ding cdu khang dinh, pht dinh, nghi van véi to be, va ding ding dai tir nhan
xung, tinh tir s& hitu, dai tr s¢ hitru, s¢ hiru cach 's.
Write correct affirmative, negative and question sentences with to be, and use subject
pronouns, possessive adjectives, possessive pronouns and the possessive 's correctly.

« Chon diing a, an, the, tao danh tir s6 nhiéu, roi gidi thiéu ban than kém qudc gia, qudc
tich va nghé nghiép.
Choose a, an or the correctly, form plural nouns, and introduce yourself with your country,
nationality and job.

1.1. Bang chir cai, danh van tén va phat am co ban - 1.1. The Alphabet, Spelling

Names and Basic Pronunciation

Béang chir cai tiéng Anh c6 26 chit, mdi chit c6 mot "tén" riéng khi doc to. Ban can tén
ndy mdi khi phai doc tén minh, dia chi nha hay email cho ngudi khac ghi lai. Vi du ban
dén quay ghi danh hoc tiéng Anh. Nhan vién hoi tén, ban néi "Nguyen" thi ho van chua
biét viét thé nao. Ban phai doc ting chir mot.

The English alphabet has 26 letters, and each letter has its own spoken name. You need these
names whenever you read out your name, your address or your email for someone to write

down. Picture yourself at an enrolment desk. The clerk asks your name, you say "Nguyen", and
they still do not know how to write it. You have to say it letter by letter.

Piéu dau tién can nhé 1 tén chir cai tiéng Anh khac cach ban quen doc & tiéng Viét. Vi
du chit "B" doc 1a "bi", khong doc 1a "bé". Cach dé nhét 13 hoc theo nhém cé cung am
van, vi 26 chit chi ¢6 vai am chinh.

The first thing to know is that English letter names differ from the Vietnamese ones you are used

to. For example, the letter B is "bee", not "bé". The easiest way to learn them is in groups that
share a vowel sound, because 26 letters use only a few main sounds.

Bang chir cai chia theo Am — The Alphabet Grouped by Sound

. ) Cac chir e

Am chinh chi Goiy cach doc

Vowel sound Pronunciation hint
Letters

am "ay" nhu trong "day" A H,J,  ay, ét-ch, gidy, kay

sounds like "ay" in day K ay, aitch, jay, kay
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A . Cac chir
Am chinh céi

i o .
Vowel sound Pronunciation hint
Letters

Goiy cach doc

S B,C,D C e e
am "i" dai nhu trong "see" E, G’ P " bi, xi, di, i, chi, pi, ti, vi
sounds like "ee" in see > 777 bee, see, dee, ee, jee, pee, tee, vee

T,V
. F,LLM

am "e" ngan nhu trong "bed" N’ S’ X’ ép-f, eo, em, en, ét-s, éc-x, zét
sounds like "e" in bed Z’ »T7 eff el, em, en, ess, ex, zed
am "ai" nhu trong "my" LY ai, quai
sounds like "i" in my ’ eye, why
am "au" nhu trong "go" 0 au
sounds like "o" in go oh
am "u" dai nhu trong "too" Q. U, W kiu, iu, dap-bo-liu
sounds like "0o" in too > cue, you, double-u
am "a" kéo dai nhu trong "car" R a (kéo dai)
sounds like "ar" in car ar

GHI CHU / NOTE — Chit Z doc "zed" theo kiéu Anh va "zee" theo kiéu M§. Ca hai déu
dang, ban chon mot kiéu va gilr nhét quan.

The letter Z is "zed" in British English and "zee" in American English. Both are correct, so pick one
and stay consistent.

Panh van tén ciia ban — Spelling Your Name

Ban can chuan bi tén ho viét ra gidy, bo hét dau. Tiéng Anh khong danh van ddu thanh
hay ddu mii, nén "Nguyén" chi ddnh van 1a N-G-U-Y-E-N.

Have your name written on paper first, with all tone and hat marks removed. English spelling
does not include these marks, so "Nguyén" is spelled N-G-U-Y-E-N.

1. Nghe cau hoi: "Could you spell your last name, please?" nghia 1a "Ban danh van ho
giap t61 dugc khong?"
Listen for the question: "Could you spell your last name, please?"

2. N6i mot 1an ca tén: "My last name is Nguyen."
Say the whole name once: "My last name is Nguyen."

3. Poc ting chit, mdi chit mdt nhip, giita cac chit nghi nira gidy.
Say one letter at a time, pausing about half a second between letters.

4. Néu c6 hai chit gidng nhau lién nhau, n6i "double" rdi chir d6. Tén "Hoo" thi doc "H,
double O".

If a letter appears twice in a row, say "double" plus the letter. For example, "Hoo" is "H,
double O".

5. Hoi lai dé chic chan: "Is that right?" nghia 14 "Pung chua a?"
Check with the listener: "Is that right?"
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Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Ghi danh: nhan vién hoi tén, ban tén Giang. Ban n6i: "My name is
Giang. That's G-I-A-N-G." Nghia 1a "Tén t6i 1a Giang, viét 1a G-I-A-N-G." Cach doc timg
chii: "jee, eye, ay, en, jee".

At the enrolment desk: the clerk asks your name and yours is Giang. You say: "My name is Giang.
That's G-1-A-N-G." Spoken letter by letter: "jee, eye, ay, en, jee".

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Ho c6 hai chit gidng nhau lién k&: ban tén Lee. Ban noi: "My last
name is Lee. That's L, double E." Nghia la "Ho t6i 1a Lee, viét 1a L, hai chit E." Cach doc: "el,
double ee".

Two identical letters in a row: your last name is Lee. You say: "My last name is Lee. That's L, double
E." Spoken: "el, double ee".

Néu ngudi nghe ghi sai, dimg doc lai nhanh hon. Hay doc cham hon va néi: "Let me spell
that again." nghia 1 "Dé t6i danh van lai."

If the listener writes the wrong letter, do not repeat it faster. Slow down and say: "Let me spell
that again.”

Panh van dia chi email qua dién thoai — Spelling an Email Address on the Phone

Pia chi email ¢6 ky hiéu ma chit cai khong c6. Ban can biét cach doc nim ky hiéu thudng
gap.

An email address contains symbols that are not letters. You need to know how to say the five
most common ones.

Ky hi¢u Cach doc Nghia tiéng Viét
Symbol How to say it Viethamese meaning

a cong
at
@ the "at" sign
dot diu chdm
full stop
ach dudi
underscore & )
- underline
i dash gach ngang
hyphen
dubi com
.com dot com

the ending "com"

Sd trong email doc tung chir s6 mot. Vi du "95" doc 1a "nine five", khong doc "ninety-
five".

Numbers in an email are read digit by digit. For example, "95" is "nine five", not "ninety-five".

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Goi dién cho trung tim, ban doc email "linh.tran95@gmail.com". Ban
no6i: "L-I-N-H dot T-R-A-N nine five at G-M-A-I-L dot com." Nghia Ia ban doc tirng chir,
tung sb va ky hiéu theo thur tu.

Calling a language centre, you read out the email "linh.tran95@gmail.com”. You say: "L-I-N-H dot
T-R-A-N nine five at G-M-A-I-L dot com."
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Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Email c¢6 gach duéi va gach ngang: "mi nh le-07@mail.com". Ban
n6i: "M-I-N-H underscore L-E dash zero seven at M-A-I-L dot com." S6 0 thuong doc 1a
"zero", doi khi doc 1a "oh".

An email with an underscore and a dash: "minh_le-07@mail.com”. You say: "M-I-N-H

underscore L-E dash zero seven at M-A-I-L dot com." The digit 0 is usually "zero" and sometimes
V!Oh N.

MEO / TIP — Pudng truyén dién thoai hay nhiu. Hay thém mét tir goi ¥ cho chir d& nham,
vi du "M as in mother", nghia 1a "M nhu trong chit mother".

Phone lines are often unclear. Add a clue word for easily confused letters, for example "M as in
mother".

Chd hay sai — Common Mistakes

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Nham E va I. Chit E doc "ee" (am 1 dai), chir
doc "eye" (4m ai). Nguoi nghe s& ghi sai néu ban doc E thanh "é" kiéu tiéng Viét.
Mixing up E and 1. E is "ee" (a long i sound) and 1 is "eye". The listener will write the wrong letter if

nin

you say E like the Vietnamese "é".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Nhiam G va J. Chit G doc "jee", chit J doc "jay".
Hai chir bt dau gidng nhau, chi khac phan van: "ee" va "ay".
Mixing up G and J. G is "jee" and J is "jay". Both start the same, and only the ending differs: "ee" and

” 14

ay".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE - Danh van ca chit . Tén "Dat" chi ¢anh van 13
D-A-T, vi tiéng Anh khong c6 chit D riéng. Ban bo nét ngang va du ning nhu moi du khac.
Spelling the letter D as its own letter. The name "Dat" is spelled D-A-T, because English has no
separate D. You drop the crossbar and the tone mark like any other mark.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Mt s6 cip khac ciing dé nghe nham qua dién
thoai: B va P, M va N, S va F. Hay doc cham va kéo 1o phﬁn dau cua chi.

Other pairs are also easy to mishear on the phone: B and P, M and N, S and F. Speak slowly and
make the opening sound of each letter clear.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Thudc 26 chit theo bay nhém am ¢ trén, va thudc cach doc

"@H’ "dOtH’ Hdouble".
Know all 26 letters through the seven sound groups above, plus how to say "@", "dot" and "double".

1.2. Pong tir to be: khang dinh, phii dinh, nghi van — 1.2. The Verb To Be:

Statements, Negatives and Questions

Hay nghi vé ddu bang trong toan. Khi ban viét 2 + 3 = 5, du bang nbi hai vé lai voi
nhau. Pong tir to be 1am viéc y nhu vay trong tiéng Anh. N6 ndi chii ngit (nguoi hodc vat
ma cAu noi dén) véi thong tin vé chu ngir do: tén, tudi, nghé, qué quén, tinh trang. O hién
tai, to be c6 ba dang: am, is, are.

Think of the equals sign in maths. When you write 2 + 3 = 5, the sign links the two sides. The
verb to be does the same job in English. It links the subject (the person or thing the sentence is
about) to information about it: name, age, job, hometown, state. In the present tense, to be has
three forms: am, is, are.
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Chon am, is hay are — Choosing am, is or are

Mbi chi ngit di véi mot dang c6 dinh. Ban chi can thudc bang sau, khong can suy luan gi
thém.

Each subject goes with one fixed form. Just learn this table, no reasoning needed.

Chi ngir Dang ciia to be | Ciu miu
Subject Form Example
toi thi, la
’ I am from Hue.
1 am
anh 4y, c6 4y, no thi, 1a .
4 . v , She is a nurse.

he, she, it is
ban, chuing t6i, ho thi, 1a

i & : They are students.
you, we, they are
mot ngudi hodc mot vat (sb i thi, 13 .

('),t guol iodemot vat (50 it) o a My brother is tall.
a smgular noun IA)
nhiéu ngudi hogc nhiéu vat (sd nhiéu thi, 1

g : at ( ) My parents are teachers.

a plural noun are

Khi cha ngir 12 tén riéng, ban thir thay bang he, she hodc it rdi chon dang. "Lan" thay
bang she, nén n6i "Lan is a nurse". Hai nguoi néi bang and 1a s6 nhiéu, nén dung are.
When the subject is a name, swap it for he, she or it in your head, then pick the form. "Lan"
becomes she, so you say "Lan is a nurse". Two people joined by and count as plural, so use are.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Hai ban cung 16p: Nam va Lan 13 ban than. "Nam and Lan are
friends." nghia 1a "Nam va Lan 14 ban." Néu tich ra: "Nam is nineteen. Lan is eighteen."
nghia 1a "Nam muoi chin tudi. Lan muoi tim tudi."

Two classmates: Nam and Lan are close friends. "Nam and Lan are friends." Split into two sentences:
"Nam is nineteen. Lan is eighteen."

Cau khang dinh va dang rit gon — Statements and short forms

Cau khang dinh c6 cong thirc: chu ngir + am/is/are + thong tin. Khi noéi, ngudi ban xi
thuong rit gon bang diu nhay don: I am thanh I'm, she is thanh she's, they are thanh
they're.

A statement follows the pattern: subject + am/is/are + information. In speech, people usually
shorten it with an apostrophe: I am becomes I'm, she is becomes she's, they are becomes they're.

1. Chon chui ngit, vi du "My name" (tén ti). Pay 1a mot vat s it.
Pick the subject, for example "My name". It is a singular thing.

2. Chon dang to be theo bang: sb it thi dung is.
Choose the form from the table: singular means is.

3. Thém thong tin: "My name is Lan." Ruat gon dugc thanh "My name's Lan."
Add the information: "My name is Lan." It can be shortened to "My name's Lan."
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VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Gidi thiéu ban than: Nam néi tén, tudi va qué quan. "Hello, I'm Nam.
I'm nineteen. I'm from Da Nang." nghia 1a "Xin chio, minh 1a Nam. Minh muoi chin tudi.
Minh dén tir Pa Ning."

Introducing yourself: Nam gives his name, age and hometown. "Hello, I'm Nam. [I'm nineteen. I'm
from Da Nang."

Cau phu dinh - Negatives

Mudn néi "khong phai", ban thém not ngay sau am/is/are. Cong thtrc: chu ngit +
am/is/are + not + thong tin.

To say "is not true”, add not right after am/is/are. Pattern: subject + am/is/are + not +
information.

Hai dang rat gon: is not thanh isn't, are not thanh aren't. Riéng am not chi rat gon thanh
I'm not, khong c6 "amn't".

Two short forms: is not becomes isn't, are not becomes aren't. Am not only shortens as I'm not;
there is no "amn't".

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Nam dinh chinh: "I'm not twenty. He isn't from Hue. We aren't
teachers." nghia la "Minh khong phai hai muoi tubi. Anh ay khong dén tir Hué. Chiing t6i
khong phai gido vién."

Nam corrects some facts: "I'm not twenty. He isn't from Hue. We aren't teachers."

Cau nghi van va ciu tra 1oi ngan — Questions and short answers
Cau hoi Yes/No (tra 101 dugc bang c6 hodc khong) chi can dao to be 1€n trudc chu ngir.
Ban doc cau khang dinh, r6i dua am/is/are ra dau cau.

A Yes/No question (one you can answer with yes or no) just moves to be in front of the subject.
Take the statement and bring am/is/are to the start.

1. Bit dau tir cau khang dinh: "You are from Hanoi."
Start from the statement: "You are from Hanoi."

2. Pua are 1én dau: "Are you from Hanoi?" Nh¢ chir dau viét hoa va cudi cau c6 dau
hoi.
Move are to the front: "Are you from Hanoi?" Remember the capital letter and the question
mark.

3. Tra loi ngén béng Yes hoidc No, dai tir, rdi to be. Khoéng 13p lai ca cau.
Give a short answer: Yes or No, a pronoun, then to be. Do not repeat the whole sentence.

Cau héi Tra loi "cé" Tra loi "khong"
Question Yes answer No answer

Are you a student? Yes, I am. No, I'm not.

Is she twenty? Yes, she is. No, she isn't.
Are they from Vietnam? Yes, they are. No, they aren't.
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PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Cau tra 10i "c6" khong bao gio rit gon: néi "Yes, I am",
khong néi "Yes, I'm". Cau tra 161 "khong" thi rat gon thodi mai.

0 "

A "yes" short answer is never shortened: say "Yes, [ am", not "Yes, I'm". A "no" answer can be

shortened freely.

Mudn héi thong tin cu thé, dat tir dé hoi trude to be: "What is your name?", "How old are
you?", "Where are you from?". Ttr what is thuong rat gon thanh what's.

For specific information, put a question word before to be: "What is your name?", "How old are
you?", "Where are you from?". What is is often shortened to what's.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Lam quen: A héi tén, B dap. A hoi tudi, B dép. A hoi qué quan, B
dap. A: "What's your name?" B: "I'm Mai." A: "How old are you?" B: "I'm eighteen." A:
"Where are you from?" B: "I'm from Hai Phong." nghia la héi tén, tudi, qué, dap lan luot Mai,
mudi tam tudi, Hai Phong.

Getting to know someone: A asks the name, B answers, A asks the age, B answers, A asks the
hometown, B answers. A: "What's your name?" B: "I'm Mai." A: "How old are you?" B: "I'm
eighteen.”" A: "Where are you from?" B: "I'm from Hai Phong."

Tw kiém tra nhanh — Quick check

« Pién am, is hodc are vao chd trong: "My sister ...... a doctor." (Chi toi 1a bac si.) Pap
an: is, vi "my sister" 1a mot nguoi, thay duoc bang she.
Fill in am, is or are: "My sister ...... a doctor." Answer: is, because "my sister" is one person
and can be replaced by she.

« Pién am, is hodc are vao chd trong: "Linh and I ...... in the same class." (Linh va toi
hoc cung 16p.) Béap an: are, vi hai nguoi cong lai thanh we.
Fill in am, is or are: "Linh and I ...... in the same class.” Answer: are, because two people

together equal we.

Cho hay sai — Common mistakes

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Thém d6ng tir thuong sau to be. Sai: "I am
study English." Ptng: "I study English" hodc "I am a student". M6t cau chi can mot dong tir
chinh & dang nay. Tiéng Viét "ti 1a sinh vién" khong c6 thém dong tir, nén ban dé thém thira.
Adding an ordinary verb after to be. Wrong: "I am study English." Right: "I study English" or "l am a
student"”. Use one or the other, not both.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Dung sai dang theo chil ngi. Sai: "She are
nineteen", "I is Linh". Pung: "She is nineteen", "I am Linh".

Using the wrong form for the subject. Wrong: "She are nineteen", "l is Linh". Right: "She is nineteen”,
"I am Linh".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — B6 to be vi tiéng Viét khong can. Sai: "He from
Hue." DBung: "He is from Hue."

Dropping to be because Vietnamese does not need it. Wrong: "He from Hue." Right: "He is from
Hue."
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LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Dich sat tir tiéng Viét khi n6i tudi. Sai: "I have
nineteen years old." Dting: "I am nineteen" hodc "I am nineteen years old". Tudi di véi to be,
khong di véi have.

Translating age word for word from Vietnamese. Wrong: "I have nineteen years old." Right: "l am
nineteen" or "l am nineteen years old". Age goes with to be, not have.

MEOQO / TIP — Trudc khi néi, ty hoi: cau nay c6 am/is/are chua? Néu thong tin 1a tén, tudi,
nghé hay noi chdn thi gan nhu chic chan can.

Before you speak, ask yourself: does this sentence have am/is/are yet? If the information is a name,
age, job or place, you almost always need it.

1.3. Pai tir nhan xung va tinh tir s¢ hivu — 1.3. Subject Pronouns and Possessive
Adjectives

Dai tir nhan xung la tir thay cho nguoi hodc vat khi ho lam chu ngtr, tire 1a nguoi hay vat
thuc hién hanh dong trong cau. Thay vi nhac "Lan" mudi 1an, ban néi "c6 Ay". Tinh tir s&
hitu cho biét mot nguoi hay vat thudc vé ai, nhu "cubn sach cua t6i" hay "me cua anh éy".
A subject pronoun replaces a person or thing when it does the action in a sentence. Instead of

repeating "Lan" ten times, you say "she". A possessive adjective shows who something or
someone belongs to, as in "my book" or "his mother".

Mbi dai tir c6 mot tinh tir sé hitu di cip v6i no. Hoc theo cip thi nhd nhanh hon hoc roi
tung tur.

Each subject pronoun has a matching possessive adjective. Learning them in pairs is faster than
learning each word alone.

dai tir lam chu ngir tinh tir s¢ hiru vi du

subject pronoun possessive adjective example

cua to1 )
I am Nam. My bag is blue.
1 my
ban, cac ban cua ban, cta cac ban .
T : o : You are late. Your bag is here.

you your
anh 4y, ong ay, cdu 4 ctia anh 4y, cta ong 4 . . .

Y, Ong dy, cau ay , Y gay He is my brother. His name is Tuan.
he his
c6 4y, ba Ay, chi a ctia ¢ ay, cua ba 4 . . .

o b Y Y She is my sister. Her name is Lan.

she her
n6 (dd vat, con vat cuano . A
) ( o ) ) It is a cat. Its name is Miu.
it s
chung 61, chung ta cua chung t6i1, ciia ching ta Lo

&l £ g oL, £ We are students. Our class is big.
we our
ho, chiing no6 cua ho, ciia chiing no6 They are my parents. Their house is
they their small.
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Chd dirng trong cAu — Where they go in a sentence

Dai tir nhan xung ding trude dong tir, & vi tri chu nglr. Vi du "She works here" nghia la
"Cb 4y lam viéc & day".

A subject pronoun comes before the verb, in the subject position. For example, "She works here"
means "Co dy lam viéc o day".

Tinh tr s¢ hitu luén dung ngay trude danh tir va khong dirng mot minh: "my phone",
"their house". Giita hai tir c¢6 thé chen mot tinh tir khic: "my new phone". Khong thém a,
an hay the: n6i "my phone", khong noéi "the my phone".

A possessive adjective always stands right before a noun and never alone: "my phone", "their

house". Another adjective can sit between them: "my new phone". Do not add a, an or the: say
"my phone”, not "the my phone".

Cach doi cau tir tén riéng sang dai tir — How fo swap names for pronouns

1. Tim ngudi hodc vat dugce nhéc t&i va xac dinh: mdt nam, mot nir, mot vat, hay nhiéu
nguoi.
Find the person or thing mentioned and decide: one man, one woman, one thing, or several
people.

2. Néu tén d6 1am chu ngit, thay bang dai tir tuong (mg: nam 1 he, nir 1a she, vat 12 it,
nhiéu nguoi 1a they.
If the name is the subject, replace it with the matching pronoun: he for a man, she for a
woman, it for a thing, they for several people.

3. Néu tén d6 chi ngudi sé hiru, thay bang tinh tir s& hitu ctia cling ngudi dy va giit né
trude danh tur.

If the name shows the owner, replace it with that same person's possessive adjective and
keep it before the noun.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Ddi cau vé ban bé: "Minh is my friend. Minh's mother is a doctor."
Minh 14 nam nén chu ngit thanh he. Minh's nghia 14 "cua Minh" (hgoc k¥ & muc sau), thanh
his. Két qua: "He is my friend. His mother is a doctor." nghia 1a "Cau éy la ban t61. Me cau éy
la bac si."

Changing a sentence about a friend: "Minh is my friend. Minh's mother is a doctor.” Minh is male, so
the subject becomes he, and Minh's becomes his. Result: "He is my friend. His mother is a doctor."”

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Déi cu vé gia dinh: "My parents are teachers. My parents' school is
near our house." Hai ngudi nén cha ngit thanh they, s& hitu thanh their. Két qua: "They are
teachers. Their school is near our house." nghia I "Ho 1a gio vién. Truong cta ho gan nha
chung t61."

Changing a sentence about family: "My parents are teachers. My parents' school is near our house."
There are two people, so the subject becomes they and the owner becomes their. Result: "They are
teachers. Their school is near our house."

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Ty kiém tra: dién vao chd trong "Lan and I are cousins. ...... are the
same age. ...... grandmother is ninety." (Lan va t6i la chi em ho. ...... bang tudi nhau. Ba
...... da chin muoi tudi.) Pap an: We, Our, vi ngudi néi gdm ca minh trong nhom.
Self-check: fill the gaps "Lan and I are cousins. ...... are the same age. ...... grandmother is ninety."
Answer: We, Our, because the speaker is part of the group.
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VI DU / EXAMPLE — Poan mau gidi thiéu hai ban cing 16p, phan dau: "Pay la Ben va Mai.
Ho hoc cung 16p."

A model paragraph about two classmates, first part: This is Ben and Mai. They are in the same class.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Phan sau ctia doan mau: "L6p cua ho c6 hai muoi hoe sinh. Co gido
cua ho tén 1a Ha." Trong ca doan, they thay Ben va Mai & vi tri chd ngit, con their dung trude
class va teacher.

Second part of the paragraph: Their class has twenty students. Their teacher is Ms Ha.

GHI CHU / NOTE — "You" ding cho mét nguoi 1an nhidu ngudi, "your" ciing vay. "It" chi
dd vat, con vat, hodc em bé khi chua rd gidi. Nguoi thi dung he hodc she.

"You" is used for one person or many, and so is "your". "It" is for things, animals, or a baby when the
sex is unknown. Use he or she for people.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Nham his v6i her. Ngudi Viét hay chon theo
gidi cuia vat dugc sé hitu. Sai 1dm nay sinh ra vi tiéng Viét khong ddi tir theo gidi. Quy tic:
chon theo gidi cia NGUOI SO HU'U. Lan ¢6 mdt ngudi anh thi noi "Lan loves her brother"
(her vi Lan la nit, du anh 1a nam). Tom c6 mot em gai thi n6i "Tom loves his sister".

Mixing up his and her. Learners often choose by the sex of the thing owned. The rule: choose by the
sex of the OWNER. If Lan has a brother, say "Lan loves her brother" (her, because Lan is female,
even though the brother is male). If Tom has a sister, say "Tom loves his sister".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE - Viét "it's" thay cho "its". "It's" 1a rat gon cua "it
is". "Its" 13 tinh tir s& hiru, khong c6 dau nhay: "The dog likes its bed".

Writing "it's" for "its". "It's" is short for "it is". "Its" is the possessive adjective and has no
apostrophe: "The dog likes its bed".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Dung dai tir thay cho tinh tir s& hiru, nhu "I
name is Nam" hay "He bag is new". Sau chu ngir 1a dong tir; trude danh tir phai 1a tinh tir s&
hiru: "My name is Nam", "His bag is new".

Using a subject pronoun in place of a possessive adjective, as in "l name is Nam" or "He bag is new".
Before a noun you need a possessive adjective: "My name is Nam", "His bag is new".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Lin "their" véi "there" va "they're". Ba tir doc
gan gidng nhau. "Their" 14 tinh tir s& hitu: "Their car is old" (Xe cua ho di cii). "There" chi
noi chén hodc di véi is/are: "There is a car". "They're" 13 rit gon cua "they are": "They're at
home" (Ho dang & nha). Meo: néu thay duoc bang "they are" thi viét they're, con néu sau chd
tréng 1a danh tir thi chon their.

Mixing up "their", "there" and "they're". The three words sound almost the same. "Their" is the
possessive adjective: "Their car is old". "There" shows a place or goes with is/are: "There is a car”.
"They're" is short for "they are": "They're at home". Tip: if you can swap in "they are", write they're;
if a noun follows the gap, choose their.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Bay cap: I — my, you — your, he — his, she — her, it — its, we
— our, they — their. Chu ngit diing trude dong tur, tinh tir s¢ hitu dung trudce danh tur.

Seven pairs: I —my, you — your, he — his, she — her, it — its, we — our, they — their. Subjects come
before verbs, possessive adjectives come before nouns.
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1.4. Dai tir sé hiru va s& hiru cach 's — 1.4. Possessive Pronouns and the Possessive s

DPé n6i mdt mon dd thude vé ai, ban co hai cach: thém 's sau tén nguoi, hoac dung dai tir
sO hiru nhu mine, yours, hers. Hay nghi dén lac ban nhit dugc mot chiée 6 trong 16p va
héi ca phong: "O cua ai day?". Hai cach nay giup ban hoi va tra 15i that gon.

To say who something belongs to, you have two tools: add 's after a person's name, or use a

possessive pronoun such as mine, yours or hers. Picture finding an umbrella in the classroom
and asking, "Whose is this?" These two tools let you ask and answer briefly.

S¢ hiru cach 's: tén + 's + dd VAt — The possessive 's: name + 's + thing

S& hitu cach 1a cach gan dau nhay don va chit s vao sau tén mot ngudi dé néi 6 do 1a cua
ngudi ay. Cong thirc rat ngan: tén ngudi + 's + danh tir. Danh tir 1a tir chi d6 vat, nhu bag
(cap), book (sach).

The possessive form is a way to attach an apostrophe and the letter s to a person's name to show

that the thing belongs to that person. The pattern is short: person's name + 's + noun. A noun is
a word for a thing, like "bag" or "book".

1. Xac dinh chu sé hiru, vi du Linh, Tom, my brother (anh trai t61).
Identify the owner, for example Linh, Tom or my brother.
2. Viét tén do, roi thém 's ngay sat tén, khong cach chir: Linh's.
Write the name and add 's right after it, with no space: Linh's.
3. Viét tiép d6 vat: Linh's bag nghia 1a "cdp ctia Linh".
Write the thing next: "Linh's bag" means "cap cua Linh".
4. Néu nguoi nghe da biét dd gi, ban bo danh tir di: "That pen is Tom's." nghia 1a "Cay
buat do6 1a cia Tom."
If the listener already knows what the thing is, drop the noun: "That pen is Tom's."” means
"Cay but do la cua Tom."
Véi danh tir s6 nhiéu di o s, ban chi thém ddu nhay: "my parents' room" 14 "phong cia
bd me t6i". Vi tén két thic béng s, ban ¢6 thé viét James's hodc James', ca hai déu dugc.
With a plural noun that already ends in s, add only the apostrophe: "my parents' room" means
"whong ciia bé me t6i". With a name ending in s, you can write James's or James'; both are fine.

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Nam chi vao tAm anh gia dinh va gidi thi¢u: "Pay 1a chi t61, tén Hoa.
Kia 1a xe ciia bd me t6i, con chiéc xe dap xanh 1a cuia Hoa." Cau gdc c6 hai kiéu: Hoa's c6
thém s, con parents' chi co6 diu nhay.

Nam points at a family photo: "This is my sister, Hoa. That's my parents' car, and the blue bike is
Hoa's."

Dai tir s¢ hiru: mine, yours, hers... — Possessive pronouns: mine, yours, hers...

Dai tir s¢ hiru thay cho ca cum "tinh tir s¢ hitu + do vat". Thay vi n6i "It is my book", ban
noi "It is mine" dé khoi 1ap lai tr book. Tinh tir s¢ hitu (my, your, her) luén can mot danh
tur theo sau. Pai tir s¢ hitu thi ding mot minh.
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A possessive pronoun replaces the whole phrase "possessive adjective + thing". Instead of "It is
my book", you say "It is mine" to avoid repeating "book". A possessive adjective (my, your, her)
always needs a noun after it. A possessive pronoun stands alone.

Tinh tir sé hiru (di véi

Pai tir s¢ hiru (dirng mot

danh tir) minh) Nghia
Possessive adjective (with a : Meaning
Possessive pronoun (alone)
noun)
m mine cua toi
o of mine
our ours cla b&_ll’l
Y Y of yours
. . ctia anh &
his his : y
of his
clia ¢o &
her hers Y
of hers
cua chiing to61
our ours
of ours
. . cua ho
their theirs N
of theirs

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Chi his 1 giit nguyén & ca hai cot. Cac dai tir s¢ hitu khac
déu thém s, riéng mine thi khong. Pai tir s& hitu khong bao gid ¢6 ddu nhay: viét "yours",
khong viét "your's".

Only "his" stays the same in both columns. The other pronouns end in s, except "mine". A possessive
pronoun never takes an apostrophe: write "yours", never "your's".

Céch chon nhanh: nhin ngay sau chd can dién. C6 danh tir ding lién sau thi dung tinh tir
so hitu, nhu "my pen". Khong c6 gi theo sau, cau két thuc ¢ d6, thi dung dai tir s¢ hitu,
nhu "The pen is mine."

A quick way to choose: look right after the gap. If a noun follows, use a possessive adjective, as
in "my pen". If nothing follows and the sentence ends there, use a possessive pronoun, as in "The
pen is mine."

Vi du: héi d6 bé quén trong 16p — Example: asking about things left in the classroom

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Tinh huéng: Mai nhit duoc mot cudn vo trén ban sau gi0 hoc va hoi
Tom. Mai hoi: "Is this your notebook, Tom?" nghia l1a "Pay la v& ctia cau a, Tom?".
Situation: after class, Mai finds a notebook on a desk and asks Tom. Mai asks: "Is this your notebook,
Tom?"

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Tom dap khong phéi ciia minh va doan 1a ctia Linh: "No, it isn't mine.
Maybe it's Linh's." nghia la "Khong, khong phai cia minh. C¢ 1€ 1a ctia Linh."
Tom says it is not his and guesses it belongs to Linh: "No, it isn't mine. Maybe it's Linh's."
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Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Mai quay sang hoi Linh vé ciy but xanh: "Is the blue pen yours?"
nghia la "Cay but xanh la cta céu phai khong?". Linh dap: "No, it's Anna's. Mine is black."
nghia 1a "Khong, ciia Anna. Bt cia minh mau den."

Mai turns to Linh and asks about the blue pen: "Is the blue pen yours?" Linh answers: "No, it's
Anna's. Mine is black.”

Trong vi dy, "Linh's" va "Anna's" bo danh tur vi ai cling bi€t dang noi vé vd va but.
"Mine" thay cho "my pen", con "yours" thay cho "your pen".
o n

In the example, "Linh's" and "Anna's" drop the noun because everyone knows the talk is about
the notebook and the pen. "Mine" replaces "my pen", and "yours" replaces "your pen".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Nham 's s¢ hitu véi is rat gon. "Tom's bag"
nghia 1a cip cia Tom, nhung "Tom's tired" nghia I "Tom is tired" (Tom mét). Cach kiém tra:
thir thay 's bang is. Néu ciu van c6 nghia thi d6 12 is rat gon, nhu "It's Linh's" (It is Linh's).
Néu thay xong cdu v6 nghia thi d6 13 s& hiru cach.

Mixing up the possessive 's with the short form of "is". "Tom's bag" means the bag belongs to Tom,
but "Tom's tired" means "Tom is tired". Test: replace 's with "is". If the sentence still makes sense, it is

(75

the short form of "is", as in "It's Linh's" (It is Linh's). If it sounds wrong, it is the possessive.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Thém du nhay vao dai tir s& hitu: sai 13 "This
book is her's", ding 1a "This book is hers". Ngoai ra, dung thém danh tir sau dai tu: sai la
"mine bag", ding la "my bag" hodc "mine".

Adding an apostrophe to a possessive pronoun. wrong is "This book is her's", correct is "This book is
hers". Also, never put a noun after a pronoun: wrong is "mine bag", correct is "my bag" or "mine".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Pao thtt ty theo tiéng Viét. Tiéng Viét néi "cap
cta Linh", nhung tiéng Anh dit chu so hitu trude: "Linh's bag", khong phai "bag Linh's".
Copying Vietnamese word order. Vietnamese says "cap cua Linh", but English puts the owner first:
"Linh's bag", not "bag Linh's".

Luyén nhanh — Quick practice

« Pién my hodc mine: "This is not ...... pen. Mine is red." Hay chon tir cho chd tréng
dau: dap an 1a my, vi sau chd trong c6 danh tir pen.
Fill in my or mine: "This is not ...... pen." Answer: my, because a noun (pen) follows the
blank.

« Pién hers hoic her: "The red coat is ....... " (Ao khoac d6 1a cua co ay.) Pap an: hers,
vi sau chd trong khong ¢ danh tir.
Fill in hers or her: "The red coat is ......." Answer: hers, because no noun follows the blank.

« Cau "Ben's my friend" c¢6 's 1a gi? Pap an: 1a is rat gon, vi thay bang is van dang: "Ben
is my friend".
What is the 's in "Ben's my friend"? Answer: it is the short form of "is", because "Ben is my
friend" still works.
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1.5. Tr vung quéc gia, quéc tich va nghé nghi€p - 1.5. Vocabulary: Countries,
Nationalities and Jobs

Mbi nuée ¢ hai cach goi: tén dat nude va tén chi nguoi cua nudc do6. Ban nodi "Viét
Nam" khi chi dat nudc, nhung néi "ngudi Viét" khi chi con nguoi. Tiéng Anh ciing vay:
Vietnam 1a nudc, Vietnamese 14 qudc tich (nationality, tirc 1a ban 1a cong dan nudc nio).
Ca hai déu viét hoa chit cai dau.

Every country has two names: the name of the place and the word for its people. You say

"Vietnam" for the country but "Vietnamese" for the nationality, meaning which country someone
belongs to. Both always start with a capital letter.

Quoc gia va qudc tich theo nhom dudi — Countries and nationalities by ending

Cach d& nhat 1a gom theo dudi. Gap t€n nudc mdi, ban doan dudi trudc, roi kiém tra lai.
Pubi gidng nhau thi cach doc va cach viét ciing giéng nhau.

The easiest way is to group words by ending. When you meet a new country, guess the ending
first, then check it. Words with the same ending behave in the same way.

nhém dudi quoc gia quoc tich

Ending Country Nationality

dudi -an, -ian My, Y, Bra-xin American, Italian,
-an, -ian America, Italy, Brazil Brazilian

dudi -an (thém n ho3 ' i
uoi -an (thémn hoge | ., Quoc, Nga, An B9

6i nh Korean, Russian, Indian
L) Korea, Russia, India
-an
dudi -ese Vi¢t Nam, Trung Quéc, Nhat Ban Vietnamese, Chinese,
-ese Vietnam, China, Japan Japanese
dudi -ish Anh, Tay Ban Nha, Ba Lan . . .

’ i English, Spanish, Polish

-ish England, Spain, Poland £ p
dang riéng, phai thuéc Phap, Puc, Thai Lan, Thuy Si French, German, Thali,
Irregular France, Germany, Thailand, Switzerland Swiss

Céc tur dudi -ese, -ish va cac tr nhu French, Thai, Swiss gilt nguyén khi néi s6 nhi¢u. Ban
noi "two Japanese students", khong thém s.

Words ending in -ese or -ish, and words like French, Thai and Swiss, stay the same in the plural.
You say "two Japanese students" with no extra s.

Nhém nghé thwomg gip — Common jobs by group

Nghé nghiép (job, tirc cong viéc ban lam dé kiém song) cling gom duogc theo dudi chi
nguoi 1am viée. Thay dudi quen 13 ban doan duoc d6 13 mot nghé.

Jobs, meaning the work people do for a living, also fall into groups by the ending that names the
worker. A familiar ending tells you the word is a job.
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nhém dudi nghe nghia
Ending Jobs Meaning
dudi -er gido vién, tai xé, ca si ngh¢ lam viéc hoac hanh dong
-er teacher, driver, singer the person who does the action
dudi -or béc si, dién vién nam gdp nhicu ¢ nghe y va nghé thuat
-or doctor, actor common in medicine and the arts
dudi -ist nha si, hoa si ngh¢ chuyén vé mot linh vuc
-ist dentist, artist a specialist in one field
dudi -ian, - nhac cong, tho dién, ké toan, trg Iy A A A
’ T & He o o LR ngh¢ chuyén mén hodc ho trg
ant musician, electrician, accountant, .
. . skilled or support work
-ian, -ant assistant
khong theo N : . .
dubi g y ta, dau bep, luat su, sinh vién phai hoc thudc ting tir
uo1 .
nurse, chef, lawyer, student learn each one by heart
No pattern

Hoéi va tra 1o vé nghé — Asking about jobs

Céau "What do you do?" nghia 1a "Ban lam nghé gi?". Cau nay khong héi ban dang lam gi
lac nay. Ban tra 161 "I'm a nurse." (T6i 12 y t4). Hoi vé ngudi khac thi doi do thanh does:
"What does she do?".

"What do you do?" means "Ban lam nghé gi?" in Vietnamese. It does not ask what you are doing

right now. You answer "I'm a nurse." For another person, change do to does: "What does she
do?"

Hai cau hoi di cung 1a "Where are you from?" (Ban dén tir dau?) va "What nationality are
you?" (Qudc tich ctia ban 1a gi?). Sinh vién chwa di 1am thi tra 101 "I'm a student."

Two questions often come with it: "Where are you from?" and "What nationality are you?" If you
have no job yet, answer "I'm a student.”

Gio6i thiéu mt ban cung 16p quoc t& — Introducing an international classmate
1. Hoi tén ban va ghi lai. Vi du: "What's your name?".
Ask the name and note it down: "What's your name?"

2. Hoi nudc cia ban: "Where are you from?". Ghi tén nudc, viét hoa.
Ask the country: "Where are you from?" Write the country with a capital letter.

3. P6i tén nudce sang qudc tich theo nhoém dudi & trén.
Turn the country into a nationality using the endings above.

4. Hoi nghé: "What do you do?". Ghi nghé kém a hodc an dtng trude.
Ask the job: "What do you do?" Write the job with a or an before it.
5. Ghép thanh ba cau: This is..., He/She is from..., He/She is...

Join them into three sentences: This is..., He/She is from..., He/She is...

Vi DU / EXAMPLE - Linh giéi thiéu ban ctng 16p tén Min-jun, dén tir Han Qudc, 13 k¥ su.
Linh néi: "This is Min-jun. He is from Korea. He is Korean. He is an engineer." nghia 1a "Day
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la Min-jun. Ban ay dén tir Han Quoc. Ban ay 1a ngudi Han. Ban ay 1a k¥ su."
Linh introduces a classmate, Min-jun, from Korea, who is an engineer. Linh says: "This is Min-jun.
He is from Korea. He is Korean. He is an engineer."

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Ngudi ban thir hai 1 Sofia, dén tir TAy Ban Nha, lam y ta. Linh hoi:
"What does Sofia do?" (Sofia lam nghé gi?). Minh d4p: "She's a nurse. She's Spanish." (Ban
dy 1a y ta. Ban 4y la ngudi TAy Ban Nha.)

The second classmate is Sofia, from Spain, a nurse. Linh asks: "What does Sofia do?" Minh answers:
"She's a nurse. She's Spanish."”

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Hai ban Aiko va Yuki déu dén tir Nhat Ban va cing 1am nha si. Linh
nodi: "Aiko and Yuki are Japanese. They are dentists." nghia 1a "Aiko va Yuki la ngudi Nhat.
Hai ban 4y 13 nha si." Chir Japanese giit nguyén, con dentist thém s.

Aiko and Yuki are both from Japan and both work as dentists. Linh says: "Aiko and Yuki are
Japanese. They are dentists." Japanese stays the same, while dentist takes an s.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Quén mao tir trudc tén nghé. Tiéng Viét néi "Co
ay 1a gido vién" khong can tir nao dung trudc, nén ngudi hoc hay viét "She is teacher". Cau
dung 13 "She is a teacher." S6 nhiéu thi bo a va thém s: "They are teachers."

Forgetting the article before a job. Vietnamese needs no word there, so learners write "She is
teacher”. The correct form is "She is a teacher."” In the plural, drop a and add s: "They are teachers."

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Nham tén nuée véi quéc tich, nhu "I am
Vietnam" hay "He is from Korean". Nh¢: sau "from" 1a tén nudc, sau "am/is/are" 1a quéc tich.
Ngoai ra, dimg quén viét hoa.

Mixing up country and nationality, as in "l am Vietnam" or "He is from Korean". After "from" use the
country, after am, is or are use the nationality. Always capitalise both.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Thém s hai 14n trong cau héi, nhu "What does
she does?". Sau does, dong tir trd vé dang gdc, nén cau dung 13 "What does she do?". Phan tra
10i ciing can dong tir to be: "She is a nurse.", khong viét "She do a nurse".

Adding the s twice in a question, as in "What does she does?". After does, the verb goes back to its
base form, so the correct question is "What does she do?" The answer also needs the verb to be: "She
is a nurse"”, not "She do a nurse".

MEOQ / TIP — Chon a hay an theo 4m dau, khong theo chit c4i. Am nguyén 4m thi ding an: an
engineer, an actor, an artist. Am phy 4m thi dung a: a teacher, a doctor.

Choose a or an by the first sound, not the first letter. A vowel sound takes an: an engineer, an actor,
an artist. A consonant sound takes a: a teacher, a doctor.

« Pién a hodc an vao chd trong: "He is ...... electrician" (Anh ay la tho dién). Pép an:
an, vi electrician bat dau bang am nguyén am.
Fillin aoran: "He is ... ... electrician.” Answer: an, because electrician starts with a vowel
sound.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Bén duéi qudc tich -an/-ian, -ese, -ish va cac dang riéng
French, German, Thai, Swiss; nam dudi nghé -er, -or, -ist, -ian, -ant; mau hoi dap "What do
you do?" = "I'm a + nghé".
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Four nationality endings -an/-ian, -ese, -ish, plus the irregular French, German, Thai, Swiss; five job
endings -er, -or, -ist, -ian, -ant, and the pattern "What do you do?" = "I'm a + job".

1.6. Chao hoi, lam quen va dién biéu miu c4 nhan - 6. Greetings, Small Talk and

Filling in Personal Forms

Chao hoi 13 cau dau tién ban noi khi gip ai d6. Nguoi Anh chon cau chao theo gid trong
ngay, gidng nhu ta néi "chao budi sang" hay "chio budi t6i". Chi cin nhd ba ciu va gio
dung cua ching.

Greeting is the first thing you say when you meet someone. English speakers choose the greeting
by the time of day, much like we say "good morning" or "good evening" in Vietnamese. You only
need three phrases and the hours they fit.

29 <0 Cau 5 9 5
Thoi diem . Dung khi nao
. : chao :
Time of day . When to use it
- Greeting
. £ , 5 Good « s oar1n 14, 2 \ r
Sang, dén khoang 12 gio trua mornin Gap ai do lac bat dau ngay moi.
Morning, until about noon & You meet someone at the start of the day.

s\ as ) 7 25 Good < Rg 2 3 ps RS
Chiéu, tir trua dén khoang 6 gio afternoo Gép nhau sau budi trua, trudce khi troi toi.
Afternoon, from noon to about 6 p.m. You meet after noon and before it gets dark.

n.

Ae oo . -5 Good < . Z. A
To1, tr khoang 6 gio evenin Gdp nhau vao budi toi.
Evening, from about 6 p.m. g You meet in the evening.

e ae o Chi dé chic nga ngon hodc tam biét budi toi.
Dém, luc di ngt hodc chia tay Good _ gung T ;

) ] ; . Only to wish someone a good sleep or to say
Night, at bedtime or when parting night.

goodbye at night.

Khi than hon, ban ding "Hi" hoic "Hello" ¢ moi gid. Hai cdu nay an toan nhat néu ban
khong nhé gid nao dung céu nao.

With people you know well, "Hi" or "Hello" works at any hour. They are the safest choice when
you cannot remember which greeting fits.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Nhiéu ban chao ban hoc lic 8 gi¢ t6i bang
"Good night". Cau nay nghia la "chuc ngt ngon" hoac "tam biét", nén ngudi nghe s€ tudng
ban dang chia tay. Mudn chao lic gip, hdy néi "Good evening".

Many learners greet a classmate at 8 p.m. with "Good night". That phrase means "sleep well" or
"goodbye", so the listener will think you are leaving. To greet someone you meet, say "Good evening".

Lam quen va héi thong tin ca nhan — Small talk and asking for personal details

Sau 101 chao, nguoi ta hoi vai cau quen thudc. Ban can biét cach hdi va cach tra 161, vi ca
hai déu xuat hi¢n trong bai noi lan bai nghe.
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After the greeting, people ask a few familiar questions. You need to know how to ask and how to
answer, because both appear in speaking and listening tasks.

Muén biét Cau héi Cau tra 16i miu
You want to know Question Sample answer
Tén ' 1
What's your name? My name 1s Lan.
Name
Cam giac hién tai
£ o How are you? I'm fine, thank you. And you?
How the person feels
ué, qudc tich .
Qué, q T Where are you from? I'm from Viet Nam.
Country, nationality
TU61 [ :
How old are you? I'm nineteen.
Age
S dién thoai What's your phone
i Hhot yourp It's 0912 345 678.
Phone number number?

Khi gip 1an dau, n6i "Nice to meet you" va nguoi kia dap lai y nhu vay hodc "Nice to
meet you, too". Khi chia tay, dung "See you tomorrow" hodc "Goodbye".

When you meet for the first time, say "Nice to meet you", and the other person answers the same
or says "Nice to meet you, too". To part, use "See you tomorrow" or "Goodbye".

S dién thoai duoc doc tung chir s6 mot, ngét thanh nhom cho dé nghe. S6 0 doc 1a
"zero" hodc "oh". S6 0912 doc 1a "zero nine one two".

Phone numbers are read one digit at a time, in short groups so the listener can follow. The digit
0 is said "zero" or "oh". The group 0912 is read "zero nine one two".

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Pau budi hoc sang, Lan gip Tom, ban méi trong 16p. Lan chao trude:
"Good morning! I'm Lan." nghia la "Chao budi sang! Minh 1a Lan."

Start of a morning class: Lan meets Tom, a new classmate. Lan greets first: "Good morning! I'm
Lan."

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Tom dap va héi lai: "Good morning, Lan. I'm Tom. Nice to meet
you." nghia 13 "Chao Lan. Minh 13 Tom. R4t vui dugc gip ban."
Tom answers and asks back: "Good morning, Lan. I'm Tom. Nice to meet you."

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Lan hoi qué Tom: "Where are you from, Tom?" nghia I "Ban dén tir
dau, Tom?". Tom tra 10i: "I'm from Canada. How are you?" nghia 1a "Minh dén tir Canada.
Ban khoe khong?"

Lan asks about Tom's home: "Where are you from, Tom?" Tom replies: "I'm from Canada. How are
you?"

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Lan két thuc: "I'm fine, thanks. See you at lunch!" nghia 13 "Minh
khode, cam on. Hen gdp lic an trua!"
Lan finishes: "I'm fine, thanks. See you at lunch!"

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Tom nghe chua rd tén Lan nén héi: "How do you spell your name?"
nghia 1a "Tén ban danh van thé nao?". Lan doc timg chif cai: "L-A-N".
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Tom did not catch Lan's name, so he asks: "How do you spell your name?" Lan says each letter: "L-A-
N".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Khi n6i tudi, nhiéu ban dich sat timg chit thanh
"I have nineteen years". Nguoi Anh n6i "I'm nineteen" hodc "I'm nineteen years old", dung
"am" chu khong dung "have".

When giving your age, many learners translate word for word and say "I have nineteen years".

English uses "am": "I'm nineteen" or "I'm nineteen years old".

Pién biéu miu diing ky cAu lac bd — Filling in a club registration form

Biéu méu 1a to gidy c6 cac 6 trong dé ghi thong tin vé ban. Mdi 6 ¢6 mot nhin tiéng Anh
cho biét can ghi gi. Ban chi can hiéu nhan va ghi diing chd.

A form is a sheet with blank boxes for your details. Each box has an English label that tells you
what to write. You only need to understand the label and write in the right place.

Nhin trén biéu miu Nghia Vi du ghi vao

Label on the form Meaning Example entry

Tén goi ciia ban

First name , Linh

Your given name
. Ho

Family name / Surname o Tran

Your family name
. Ngay sinh

Date of birth Bivth date 14 May 2006

Nationality Quqc tlc,h Vietnamese
Nationality

S dién thoai
Phone number

Phone number 0912 345 678

Dia chi thu dién tir

Email linh. le.
mai Email addvess inh.tran@example.com
, hit ky Ky tén bang t
Signature Cha y .y én bang tay
Your signature Sign by hand

1. Poc hét cac nhén trén biéu mau trudce khi viét, rdi gach chan nhan nao ban chua hiéu.
Read all the labels before you write, and underline any label you do not understand.

2. Viét chit in hoa 6 rang, mi 6 mot thong tin, khong viét tran sang 6 khac.
Write clearly in capital letters, one piece of information per box, without spilling into the
next box.

3. Ghi tén vao 6 First name, ho vao 6 Family name. Tén Viét Nam nhu Tran Thi Linh thi
Linh 1a First name, Tran 1a Family name.
Put your given name in First name and your family name in Family name. For a Vietnamese
name like Tran Thi Linh, Linh goes in First name and Tran in Family name.
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4. Ghi ngay sinh theo dang ngay, thang bang chit, nam, vi du 14 May 2006, dé nguoi
doc khong nham ngay véi thang.
Write the birth date as day, month in words, year, for example 14 May 2006, so the reader
cannot confuse day and month.

5. Kiém tra lai s6 dién thoai va email timg ky tu, r6i mai ky tén.
Check the phone number and email character by character, then sign.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE - Linh dién xong: First name: Linh. Family name: Tran. Nationality:
Vietnamese. Phone number: 0912 345 678. Cau hoi miéng tuong tmg cua thay co: "What's
your family name?" nghia la "Ho cta ban la gi?", Linh dap: "It's Tran."

Linh's finished form: First name: Linh. Family name: Tran. Nationality: Vietnamese. Phone number:

0912 345 678. The teacher's matching spoken question: "What's your family name?" Linh answers:
"It's Tran."

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Ghi ca ho tén vao 6 First name, hodc ghi nguoc
ho va tén. O Family name luén danh cho ho.

Writing the full name in the First name box, or swapping given and family names. The Family name
box is always for your family name.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Viét "I am Vietnam" thay vi "I am Vietnamese"
hay "I am from Viet Nam". Tén nudc va qudc tich 1a hai tir khac nhau.

Saying "l am Vietnam" instead of "l am Vietnamese" or "Il am from Viet Nam". A country name and a
nationality are different words.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Sang Good morning, chiéu Good afternoon, t6i Good
evening, dém lic di ngt hodc chia tay Good night. Ba nhan biéu mau can nhd trude nhat:
First name, Family name, Date of birth.

Morning: Good morning. Afternoon: Good afternoon. Evening: Good evening. Night, at bedtime or
parting: Good night. The three form labels to learn first: First name, Family name, Date of birth.

1.7. S6 dém, so thir tw, ngay thang va s6 dién thoai — 1.7. Numbers, Ordinals, Dates
and Phone Numbers

S6 dém tra 1oi cAu "bao nhiéu", sd thir tw cho biét "thir may". Ban dung c4 hai khi noi
tudi, ngay sinh, sb6 nha va sb dién thoai. Giéng nhu doc s6 trén thé sinh vién: doc sai mot
con s6 1a nguoi nghe ghi sai ngay.

Cardinal numbers answer "how many", and ordinal numbers tell you the position, like "first" or

"third". You use both when you give your age, birthday, house number and phone number. One
wrong digit and the listener writes down the wrong thing.

S6 dém tir 0 dén 100 — Cardinal numbers from 0 to 100
T 0 dén 12, mdi sb6 c6 mot tén riéng, ban phai hoc thude. Tur 13 dén 19, thém dudi
"teen" vao sau. Cac chuc tron két thic bang "ty".

From 0 to 12, each number has its own name, so you need to memorise them. From 13 to 19, add
"teen" at the end. Round tens end in "ty".
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Nhém s6 Cach doc Vi du
Group How to read Example

0 dén 12 (hoc thudc) zero, one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, 7 doc 1a seven

0 to 12 (learn by heart) eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve 7 is seven

13 dén 19 (duoi teen) thirteen, fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, 15 doc 1a fifteen
13 to 19 (ending teen) eighteen, nineteen 15 is fifteen
Chuyc tron (duoi ty) twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, sixty, seventy, eighty, 40 doc la forty
Round tens (ending ty) ninety, one hundred 40 is forty

S6 21 dén 99 ghép chuc voi don vi, ndi bang gach ngang. Vi du 47 1a "forty-seven". Céc
chuc tron viét hoi khac quy luat: thirty, forty, fifty chtr khong phai "threety" hay "fourty".

!

For 21 to 99, join the tens and the units with a hyphen. For example, 47 is "forty-seven". Some

tens are spelled irregularly: thirty, forty, fifty, not "threety" or "fourty".

1. Tach s thanh hang tram, hang chuc, hang don vi. Vi du 115 gém 100, 10 va 5.
Split the number into hundreds, tens and units. For example, 115 is 100, 10 and 5.

2. Boc hang tram trudc: "one hundred". Gilt nguyén "hundred", khong thém s.
Read the hundreds first: "one hundred". Keep "hundred" without an s.

3. Thém "and", rdi doc phan con lai nhu mot s6 nhé hon 100.
Add "and", then read the rest as a number below 100.

ViDU/EXAMPLE — S6 115 gdm 100 va 15, nén doc 1a "one hundred and fifteen". S 206
doc 1 "two hundred and six". S 340 doc 14 "three hundred and forty".

The number 115 is 100 plus 15, so you say "one hundred and fifteen". 206 is "two hundred and six",
and 340 is "three hundred and forty".

Nguoi My hay bo "and" khi néi, nhu "one hundred fifteen". Cach noi c6 "and" pho bién &
Anh va van duogc hiéu & moi noi, nén ban ct dung cho chic.

Americans often drop "and" in speech, as in "one hundred fifteen". The version with "and" is
common in British English and is understood everywhere, so it is a safe choice.

So thit tw — Ordinal numbers

S4 thir tw thuong 1a s6 dém thém "th": four thanh fourth, ten thanh tenth. Ba s6 dau va vai
s6 khac d6i dang riéng.

An ordinal is usually the cardinal plus "th": four becomes fourth, ten becomes tenth. The first
three and a few others change form.

S6 dém S6 thir tw Ghi tit
Cardinal Ordinal Short form

mot thtr nhét

1
one first st
hai thtr hai

al U hait 21’ld
two second
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S6 dém S6 thir tw Ghi tit
Cardinal Ordinal Short form

ba thir ba

three third 3rd
nam thir nam (v d6i thanh f) 5th
five Sifth

chin thir chin (bo e) 9th
nine ninth

mudi hai thtr mudi hai (v doi thanh ) -
twelve twelfth

hai muoi thir hai muoi (y doi thanh ie) 20th
twenty twentieth

Véi s ghép, chi s6 cudi ddi dang: 21 thanh "twenty-first", 32 thanh "thirty-second".
With compound numbers, only the last word changes: 21 becomes "twenty-first”, and 32
becomes "thirty-second".

1. Viét s0 dém ra trudc. Néu so cudi la one, two hoac three, doi thanh first, second, third.

Write the cardinal first. If the last word is one, two or three, change it to first, second or
third.

2. Vi five, nine, twelve, doi theo bang trén. V6i chuc tron dudi "ty", doi y thanh ie roi
thém "th".
For five, nine and twelve, use the table above. For round tens ending in "ty", change y to ie
and add "th".

3. Céc sb con lai, thém "th" vao cudi.
For all other numbers, add "th" at the end.

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — 14 thanh "fourteenth". 30 thanh "thirtieth". 45 thanh "forty-fifth", vi
chi tir cudi "five" doi thanh "fifth".

14 becomes "fourteenth". 30 becomes "thirtieth". 45 becomes "forty-fifth", because only the last word
"five" changes to "fifth".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Nhiéu ban bé "th" khi n6i hoic viét, nhu "the
fifth of May" thanh "the five of May". Ciing dimng viét "fiveth", "nineth" hay "twoth". Hay
nh¢ cac dang ddc biét & bang trén.

Many learners drop the "th" and say "the five of May" instead of "the fifth of May". Also avoid
"fiveth", "nineth" and "twoth". Learn the special forms in the table above.

Ngay thang — Dates
Muoi hai thang 1a January, February, March, April, May, June, July, August, September,
October, November, December. Tén thang ludn viét hoa chir ddu. Ngay dung s6 thu ty.

The twelve months are January, February, March, April, May, June, July, August, September,
October, November, December. Always capitalise month names. Days use ordinal numbers.
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C6 hai cach noi: "the fifth of March" hodc "March the fifth". Khi viét, ban c6 thé ghi "5th
March". Trudc ngay, dung "on": "on the fifth of March".

There are two ways to say it: "the fifth of March" or "March the fifth". In writing, you can put
"5th March". Use "on" before a date: "on the fifth of March".

Nam c6 bén chit sé thudng doc theo hai cip: 1999 1a "nineteen ninety-nine". Nam 2000
trd di hay doc "two thousand and five" cho 2005.

A four-digit year is usually read in two pairs: 1999 is "nineteen ninety-nine". From 2000 on,
2005 is often read "two thousand and five".

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Ngay sinh 03/11/2005, theo thtr tu ngdy, thang, ndm nhu & Viét Nam.
Hoi: "When is your birthday?" nghia 1a "Sinh nhat ban khi nao?". Béap: "It's on the third of
November, two thousand and five."

Birthday 03/11/2005, in day, month, year order as in Vietnam. Ask: "When is your birthday?" Answer:
"It's on the third of November, two thousand and five."

Tudi va s6 nha — Age and house numbers

8
Hoi tudi bang "How old are you?", nghia 1a "Ban bao nhi€u tu6i?". Tra 161 bang "I'm"
cong s6 dém, co thé thém "years old". Tuoi dung s6 dém, khong dung so thu tu.
Ask about age with "How old are you?". Answer with "I'm" plus a cardinal number, and you can
add "years old". Age uses cardinal numbers, never ordinals.

S6 nha ciing doc bang s dém. S6 24 ngd ba doc 1a "twenty-four", s 118 doc 1a "one
hundred and eighteen". Nguoi néi thuong doc sé nha trude, roi méi dén tén duong.

House numbers are also read as cardinals. Number 24 is "twenty-four", and 118 is "one hundred
and eighteen". People usually say the house number first, then the street name.

VI DU / EXAMPLE — Ban Lan hai muoi hai tudi, song ¢ s6 118. Héi: "How old are you?"
Pap: "I'm twenty-two." Hoi: "What's your house number?" nghia 1a "S5 nha ban 1a bao
nhiéu?". Dap: "It's one hundred and eighteen."

Lan is twenty-two and lives at number 118. Ask: "How old are you?" Answer: "I'm twenty-two." Ask:
"What's your house number?" Answer: "It's one hundred and eighteen."”

So dién thoai — Phone numbers

Sé dién thoai doc tung chir s6 mot, khong gdp thanh s6 16m. S6 0 thuong doc "oh", doi
khi "zero". Hai s6 giéng nhau lién nhau coé thé doc "double", nhu 66 1a "double six".
Dirng mét nhip giita cac nhom so.

Read a phone number one digit at a time, never as one big number. The digit 0 is usually "oh",
sometimes "zero". Two identical digits in a row can be read "double", so 66 is "double six".
Pause briefly between groups.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — S 0987 654 321 doc 1a: "oh nine eight seven, six five four, three two
one". Hoi s ctia nguoi khac: "What's your phone number?" nghia 1a "Sé dién thoai cta ban 1a
gi?".

The number 0987 654 321 is read: "oh nine eight seven, six five four, three two one". To ask
someone's number: "What's your phone number?"
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LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Nhim "thirteen" voi "thirty", "fifteen" v6i
"fifty". S duoi "teen" nhin ¢ Am sau, sé dudi "ty" nhin & Am dau. Véi sd dién thoai, hay doc
lai cho nguoi nghe x4c nhan.

Mixing up "thirteen” and "thirty", or "fifteen" and "fifty". Words ending in "teen" are stressed on the
last syllable, and words ending in "ty" on the first. With phone numbers, repeat them back so the
listener can confirm.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Viét "two hundreds" hoic quén "and" sau hang
tram ("one hundred fifteen"). Dang ding 1a "two hundred" va "one hundred and fifteen".
Writing "two hundreds" or forgetting "and" after the hundreds ("one hundred fifieen"). The correct
forms are "two hundred” and "one hundred and fifteen”.

1.8. Mao tir a/an/the va danh tir s0 nhiéu — 1.8. Articles A/An/The and Plural Nouns

Mao ttr 1a nhiing tr nhé dung trude danh tu: a, an, the. Ban n6i "cho minh mdt cai but"
khi chua chi cai nao, va "cai bt d6" khi ca hai da biét. Tiéng Anh lam y nhu vay: a/an
nghia 1 "mot", con the chi vat da duoc biét.

Articles are small words that come before a noun: a, an, the. In Vietnamese you say "mot cdi

but" when no particular pen is meant, and "cai but do" when both people know which one.
English works the same way: a/an means "one", and the points to something already known.

Chon a hay an theo 4m dau - Choosing a or an by the first sound

A va an chi di v6i danh tir dém duge & sb it, tac vat ban dém duoc va dang chi c6 mot,
nhu mot quyén sach. Ca hai déu nghia 1a "mét". Chung chi khac nhau & 4m dau cua tir
ding ngay sau.

A and an go only with singular countable nouns: things you can count, when there is just one,
like one book. Both mean "mot". They differ only in the first sound of the word right after them.

Dung an khi tir sau bit dau bang 4m nguyén am (a, e, i, 0, u). Dung a khi tir sau bat dau
bang 4m phu 4m. Hiy nghe 4m, dirng nhin mit chit.

Use an before a vowel sound (a, e, i, o, u). Use a before a consonant sound. Go by the sound you
hear, not by the spelling.

Tu Am dau Dang diing
Word First sound Correct form
uad tao am nguyén am

d gy an apple
apple a vowel sound
chiéc 6 am nguyén am

gy an umbrella
umbrella a vowel sound
mot gio dong ho chir h cdm nén doc nhu nguyén am

o . . an hour
hour the h is silent, so it starts with a vowel sound
truong dai hoc doc nhu "yu", 1a am phu am v
university it starts with a "y" sound, a consonant
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Tu Am diu Dang ding
Word First sound Correct form
quyén sach am phy am 2 book
book a consonant sound

Néu c6 tinh tir chen giita, hiy nhin am cta tinh tir. Ta néi "an old bag" (mét cai cip cil)
nhung "a new bag" (mdt cai cap maoi).

If an adjective comes in between, check the sound of the adjective. We say "an old bag" but "a
new bag".

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Chon mao tir cho ba cum: egg, European film, hour. Egg bét dau bang
am "e" nén ndi "an egg" (mot qua trirng). European doc nhu "yu", 1a phu am, nén noéi "a
European film" (mot bo phim chau Au). Hour ¢6 h cdm nén néi "an hour" (mot gio).

Choosing the article for three phrases: egg, European film, hour. 'Egg’ starts with an "e" sound, so we
say "an egg". 'European’ starts with a "yu" sound, a consonant, so we say "a European film". 'Hour'

has a silent h, so we say "an hour".

Chon a hay the theo viéc nguwoi nghe da biét chwa — Choosing a or the: does the listener
already know?

Dung a/an khi ban nhic mot vat 1an dau, hodc nguoi nghe chua biét 1a vat nao. Dung the
khi ca hai di biét: vat vira dugc nhéc, vat duy nhat nhu "the sun" (mat tro1), hodc vat
dang ¢ ngay trudc mat.

Use a/an when you mention something for the first time, or the listener does not know which one

you mean. Use the when both of you already know: something just mentioned, something unique
like "the sun", or something right in front of you.

1. Xem danh tir #&m dugc va ¢ s6 it khong. Néu 13 sé nhiéu thi khong dung a/an.
Check whether the noun is singular and countable. If it is plural, do not use a/an.

2. Tu hoi: nguoi nghe da biét d6 1a cai nao chuwa? Chua biét thi chon a/an, biét rdi thi
chon the.
Ask yourself: does the listener already know which one? If not, choose a/an. If yes, choose
the.

3. Néu chon a/an, nhin 4m dau cta tir ngay sau n6 rdi chon a hodc an.
If you chose a/an, look at the first sound of the very next word and pick a or an.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Goi tén db trong cip sach. Lan ddu nhéc: "This is my bag. I have a
pen, an eraser and a notebook." nghia 12 "P4y 1a cip cua t6i. Toi c6 mot cy but, mot cuc ty
va mot quyén vo." Pen, eraser, notebook déu méi nén dung a/an. Eraser bat diu bang nguyén
am nén dung an.

Naming things in a school bag. First mention: "This is my bag. [ have a pen, an eraser and a
notebook." All three items are new, so we use a/an. 'Eraser’ starts with a vowel sound, so we use an.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Nhic lai 1an hai: "The pen is blue. The notebook is new." nghia 1a
"Cay bat mau xanh. Quyén v& con méi." Ngudi nghe da biét cay but nao nén dbi sang the.
Second mention: "The pen is blue. The notebook is new." The listener now knows which pen and
which notebook, so we switch to the.
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Danh tir s0 nhiéu — Plural nouns

Danbh tir s0 nhi€u chi tir hai vat tré 1€n. Phan 16n chi can thém s vao cuoi. Mot s6 nhom co
quy tac riéng, xem bang sau:

A plural noun means two or more things. Most nouns simply take s. Some groups follow their
own rules, as the table shows:

Cudi tir Céch 1am Vi du

Ending Rule Example

phan 16n danh tir thém s o pens

most nouns add s pen, p

. A bus, buses; box,

tan cung s, X, z, ch, sh thém es boxes: watch

ending in s, x, z, ch, sh add es ¢ h’ ’
watcnes

phu am+y d6i y thanh ies city. cities

consonant +y change y to ies Y

nguyén am +y gilr y, thém s Kkev. kevs

vowel +y keep y, add s Y, key

tan cung f hoac fe thuong ddi thanh ves Knife. knives

ending in f or fe usually change to ves ’

vai tir tan cung o thém es

. tomato, tomatoes
a few words ending in o add es

Mt sb danh tir bat quy tac, nghia la d6i hinh dang chur khong thém s. Ban phai hoc thudc
tung tur.

Some nouns are irregular: they change shape instead of taking s. You have to learn them one by
one.

So it So nhiéu

Singular Plural

nguoi dan ong

men

man

nguoi phu nir women

woman

dura tré .
children

child

nguoi

& people

person

ban chan foet

foot

cai rang teeth

tooth
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So it So nhiéu

Singular Plural

con c4, con ctru (so it va s6 nhiéu giong nhau)
fish, sheep (same in singular and plural)

fish, sheep

1. Nhin chir cudi ctia danh tir s6 it, va néu 1 tir quen nhu man hay child thi do danh sach
bét quy tic trudc.
Look at the last letters of the singular noun, and if it is a familiar word like man or child,
check the irregular list first.

2. Béi chiéu dudi vai bang quy tac rdi thém dudi twong tmg. Poc lai xem tir méi ¢6
ding khong.
Match the ending to the rule table and add the matching ending. Read the new word back to
check it.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Boi "dish", "toy", "leaf" sang s6 nhiéu. Dish tdn cing sh nén thém es:
dishes (nhitng cai dia). Toy 12 nguyén 4m + y nén giir y: toys (nhitng mén d6 choi). Leaf tan
cung f nén d6i thanh ves: leaves (nhitng chiéc 14).

Making "dish", "toy" and "leaf" plural. 'Dish' ends in sh, so it takes es: dishes. 'Toy' is vowel + y, so
we keep the y: toys. 'Leaf ends in f, so it changes to ves: leaves.

S6 nhiéu khéng di v6i a/an. Mudn noi chung, bé mao tir: "I have pens." Mubn chi nhiing
vat d biét, dung the: "The pens are blue."

Plurals never take a/an. To speak in general, use no article: "I have pens." For things both
people know, use the: "The pens are blue."

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — A/an chi dirng truéce danh tir dém duoc sb it. Chon an trude
am nguyén am, a truéc 4m phu 4m. Lan dau nhic dung a/an, 1an sau dung the.

Alan goes only before a singular countable noun. Use an before a vowel sound, a before a consonant
sound. Use a/an for the first mention, the for the next ones.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE - Viét "a books" hodc "a pens". A/an nghia 1a
"mot" nén khong thé di voi s6 nhiéu. Stra thanh "a book" hodc "books".

Writing "a books" or "a pens". A/an means "one", so it cannot go with a plural. Correct it to "a book"
or "books".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Chon a/an theo chif cai thay vi 4m: "an
university" va "a hour" déu sai. Png 13 "a university" va "an hour". Mot 1i nita 12 quén s sau
s6 dém ("two book") hodc ty thém s vao tir bat quy tic ("childs"). Pung 13 "two books" va
"children".

Choosing a/an by the letter instead of the sound: "an university" and "a hour" are both wrong. The
correct forms are "a university” and "an hour". Two more slips are forgetting s after a number ("two

book") and adding s to an irregular noun ("childs"). The correct forms are "two books" and
"children".

* bién a, an hodc the: "I have ...... umbrella in my bag." (T6i c6 mot chiéc 6 trong cap.)
Dép an: an, vi umbrella bat dau bang &m nguyén am va moi nhac lan dau.
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Fillin a, an or the: "I have ...... umbrella in my bag." Answer: an, because 'umbrella’ starts
with a vowel sound and is mentioned for the first time.

« Viét s6 nhiéu ctia "box", "baby" va "child". Pap an: boxes (tdn cung x thém es), babies
(phu 4m + y d6i thanh ies), children (bat quy tic).
Write the plural of "box", "baby" and "child". Answer: boxes (ending in x takes es), babies
(consonant + y becomes ies), children (irregular).

« Pién a hoic an: "She is ...... honest girl." (C6 4y 1a mot ¢ gai trung thue.) Pép an:
an, vi honest c6 h cadm nén doc bang am nguyén am.
Fillin a or an: "She s ... ... honest girl." Answer: an, because the h in 'honest' is silent, so the

word starts with a vowel sound.
1.9. Bai tap van dung c¢0 10i giai — 1.9. Applied exercises with solutions

Bai 1. Dién to be va tinh tir sé hitu vao cau — Exercise 1. Complete sentences with to be

and a possessive adjective

Pién am, is, are hodc mot tinh tir so hiru vao chd trong: (1) "I ...... from Hanoi." (T6i dén
tor Ha No6i.) (2) "She ...... not a nurse." (C6 4y khong phai y ta.) (3) "...... they your
friends?" (Ho c6 phai ban ctia ban khong?) (4) "Tom is a doctor. ...... wife is a teacher."
(Tom 14 bac si. Vo anh 4y 14 gido vién.)

Fill in am, is, are or a possessive adjective: (1) "I ...... from Hanoi." (2) "She ...... not a nurse."
(3)"..... they your friends?" (4) "Tom is a doctor. ...... wife is a teacher.”

1. Cau (1): chu ngir 12 I nén to be duy nhat di cing 1a am.
Sentence 1: the subject is I, and the only form of to be that goes with I is am: "I am from
Hanoi."

2. Cau (2): she 13 ngoi tht ba s6 it nén dung is, va not ding sau is dé tao phu dinh.
Sentence 2: she is third person singular, so we use is, and not comes after it to make the
negative: "She is not a nurse."

3. Cau (3): day 1a cau hoi, nén to be dao 1én dau cau. They di voi are, viét hoa vi dimg
dau cau.

Sentence 3: this is a question, so to be moves to the front. They takes are, written with a
capital letter at the start: "Are they your friends?"

4. Cau (4): wife thude vé Tom, mot nguodi dan 6ng, nén tinh tir s¢ hiru 14 his (ctia anh
ay), khong phai her.
Sentence 4: the wife belongs to Tom, a man, so the possessive adjective is his, not her: "His
wife is a teacher."

5. Pap s6: (1) am, (2) is, (3) Are, (4) His.
Answers: (1) am, (2) is, (3) Are, (4) His.

Bai 2. Poc ho, so dién thoai va ngay sinh ¢ quay 18 tAn — Exercise 2. Say your surname,
phone number and date of birth at a reception desk

Ban nhéan phong khach san. Nhan vién can ghi: ho Pham, s6 dién thoai 0912 345 607,
ngay sinh 23/05/2006. Hiy viét cach doc timg thong tin bang tiéng Anh.
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You check in at a hotel. The receptionist needs: surname Pham, phone number 0912 345 607,
date of birth 23/05/2006. Write how you say each item aloud in English.

1. Ho Pham ¢6 bén chit P, H, A, M. Tén cac chit cai lan luot 1a "pee", "aitch", "ay",

" n

cm .
The surname Pham has four letters: P, H, A, M. Their names are "pee", "aitch”, "ay", "em".

2. Sb dién thoai doc timg chit s6, ngat theo nhom: 0912 13 "zero nine one two", 345 1a
"three four five", 607 la "six zero seven".
A phone number is read digit by digit, in groups: 0912 is "zero nine one two", 345 is "three
four five", 607 is "six zero seven".

3. Ngay 23 1a s6 thir tu, ta liy twenty-three roi doi three thanh third, dugc "twenty-
third". Thang 05 1a May.
The day 23 is an ordinal number: take twenty-three and change three to third, giving
"twenty-third". Month 05 is May.

4. Nam 2006 doc 1a "two thousand and six". Ghép lai: "the twenty-third of May, two
thousand and six".
The year 2006 is read "two thousand and six". Put together: "the twenty-third of May, two
thousand and six".

5. bap s6: "P-H-A-M"; "zero nine one two, three four five, six zero seven"; "the twenty-
third of May, two thousand and six".
Answers: "P-H-A-M" (pee, aitch, ay, em); "zero nine one two, three four five, six zero
seven'; "the twenty-third of May, two thousand and six".

Bai 3. Sira 16i mao tir, s6 nhiéu, sé hiru cach va dai tir s6 hitu — Exercise 3. Correct
errors in articles, plurals, the possessive 's and possessive pronouns

Stra mdi cau cho dung: (1) "He is a engineer." (Anh ay 1a k¥ su.) (2) "These are two bus."
(Pay 1a hai chiéc xe buyt.) (3) Viét lai bang 's: "That is the bag of Nam." (D6 1a tii cua
Nam.) (4) "The red pen is my." (Cay but dé 1a cua toi.)

Correct each sentence: (1) "He is a engineer.” (2) "These are two bus." (3) Rewrite with 's:
"That is the bag of Nam." (4) "The red pen is my."

1. Cau (1): engineer bit ddu bang Am nguyén 4m /e/ nén dung an, khong dung a.
Sentence 1: engineer begins with a vowel sound, so we use an, not a: "He is an engineer."
2. Cau (2): bus tan cung bang s nén sd nhiéu thém es, thanh buses.
Sentence 2: bus ends in s, so the plural adds es: "These are two buses."
3. Cau (3): nguoi sé hiru diing trude, thém 's, roi dén vat bi s& hitu: Nam's bag.
Sentence 3: put the owner first, add 's, then the thing owned: "That is Nam's bag."
4. Cau (4): sau is khong co6 danh tir di kém nén can dai tir s& hiru mine, khong dung tinh
tor my.
Sentence 4: no noun follows after is, so we need the possessive pronoun mine, not the
adjective my: "The red pen is mine."

5. Pap so: (1) an engineer, (2) two buses, (3) Nam's bag, (4) mine.
Answers: (1) an engineer, (2) two buses, (3) Nam's bag, (4) mine.
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1.10. Cau héi ty luan va dan y tra loi — 1.10. Essay questions and answer outlines

Céiu 1. Trinh bay cich ding ddng tir to be (am, is, are) trong ciAu khang dinh, phi
dinh va nghi van, kém vi du.

Question 1. Explain how to use the verb to be (am, is, are) in affirmative, negative and question
sentences, with examples.

* Noi 10 ghép dai tir voi dang to be: I di voi am, he, she, it di vdi is, you, we, they di voi
are.

State which form goes with which pronoun: I with am, he, she, it with is, you, we, they with
are.

* Phu dinh thém not sau to be, vi du "He is not tired." hodc dang rat gon "He isn't tired."
The negative adds not after to be, for example "He is not tired." or the short form "He isn't
tired."

« Nghi van dao to be 1én trudc chii ngii: "Are you a student?", va cach tra 1oi ngan "Yes,
I am." hoac "No, I'm not."

Questions put to be before the subject: "Are you a student?"”, with short answers "Yes, [ am."
or "No, I'm not."

« Néu 16i hay gip nhu thém do vao cau ¢ to be, hoic dung "amn't".

Mention common errors, such as adding do to a sentence with to be, or using "amn't".

Cau 2. Phan biét tinh tir s¢ hiru, dai tir s¢ hiru va sé hiru cach 's; cho vi du cho tirng
loai.
Question 2. Distinguish possessive adjectives, possessive pronouns and the possessive 's, and
give an example of each.
* Tinh tir s¢ hiru (my, your, his, her, our, their) luén ding trudc danh tur: "my phone".
Possessive adjectives (my, your, his, her, our, their) always come before a noun: "my phone".
* Pai tir s¢ hiru (mine, yours, his, hers, ours, theirs) thay cho ca cum va khong di kem
danh tir: "The phone is mine."
Possessive pronouns (mine, yours, his, hers, ours, theirs) replace the whole phrase and take
no noun: "The phone is mine."

* S& hitu cach 's dit sau tén nguoi s¢ hitu: "Lan's phone"; v6i danh tir s6 nhiéu tan clng
s chi thém d4u nhay: "the students' room".
The possessive 's follows the owner's name: "Lan's phone"; for a plural noun ending in s, add
only the apostrophe: "the students' room".

« Luu ¥ its (ctia n6) khong co dau nhay, con it's nghia 14 it is.
Point out that its (belonging to it) has no apostrophe, while it's means it is.

Ciu 3. Néu quy tic dung a, an, the va cach tao danh tir s6 nhiéu trong tiéng Anh.
Question 3. Describe the rules for using a, an and the, and how to form plural nouns in English.
« A va an ding v6i danh tir dém duogc s6 it khi nhic 1an dau; chon theo 4m dau, khong

theo chir cai dau: "a book", "an apple".

A and an go with singular countable nouns mentioned for the first time; choose by the first
sound, not the first letter: "a book", "an apple".
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« The dung khi ngudi nghe da biét 1a vat nao hodc chi c6 mot: "the sun", "the book on
the table".
The is used when the listener already knows which thing is meant, or when there is only one:
"the sun", "the book on the table".

* S6 nhiéu thong thuong thém s; tan cung s, x, ch, sh thém es: "buses", "boxes".
Regular plurals add s; nouns ending in s, x, ch, sh add es: "buses", "boxes".

« Danh tir tan cing phy 4m + y d6i y thanh ies: "city" ra "cities". Ké thém vai dang bat
quy tac nhu "man" ra "men".
Nouns ending in consonant + y change y to ies. "city" becomes "cities". Add a few irregular
forms such as "man" becoming "men".

Ciu 4. M ta cach chao héi, lam quen va dién mot biéu miu ca nhan bang tiéng
Anbh.
Question 4. Describe how to greet someone, get acquainted and fill in a personal form in
English.
* Néu cau chao va tu gidi thi€u: "Hello, I'm Linh. Nice to meet you." va cach dap lai.
Give a greeting and self-introduction: "Hello, I'm Linh. Nice to meet you." and how to reply.
* Néu cau hoi lam quen thuong gap: "What's your name?", "Where are you from?",
"What do you do?".
List common getting-to-know-you questions: "What's your name?", "Where are you from?",
"What do you do?".
« Liét ké cac myc trong biéu mau (first name, surname, nationality, occupation, phone
number, date of birth) va cach dién ting muc.
List the usual form fields (first name, surname, nationality, occupation, phone number, date
of birth) and how to fill in each one.
« Nhéc cach danh van tén va doc sé dién thoai khi ngudi khac hoi lai.
Explain how to spell your name and read out your phone number when someone asks you to
repeat it.

1.11. Cau héi tric nghiém — 1.11. Multiple-choice questions

1. Chon dang ding cua to be: "My parents ...... teachers." (B6 me toi 13 gido vién.)
Choose the correct form of to be: "My parents ...... teachers."”
A. am
B. are
C. be
D.is
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2. Cau phu dinh ding v6i cha ngtr she 1a cau nao?
Which negative sentence is correct with the subject she?
A. She amn't from Japan.
B. She don't be from Japan.
C. She isn't from Japan.
D. She not is from Japan.

3. Chon tir diing: "Nam and I love ...... school." (Nam va tdi yéu truong cua chung toi.)
Choose the correct word: "Nam and I love ...... school.”

A. we
B. ours
C.us
D. our

4. Hé1 "Whose pen is this?" (But nay cua ai?) Tra loi: "It's ....... " (Cua t6i.)
Asked "Whose pen is this?", answer: "It's ... .... "
A. mine
B. my
C.1
D. me

5. S6 tht tu cua 12 duge viét ding nhu thé nao?
How is the ordinal number for 12 spelled correctly?
A. twelve
B. twelveth
C. twelfth
D. twelvth

6. Chon tir dién vao chd tréng: "I need ...... umbrella. It is raining." (T6i can mot cai 6.
Troi dang mua.)
Choose the word to fill the gap. "l need ...... umbrella. It is raining."
A. two
B. an
C.a
D. many
7. Dang s6 nhiéu dung cua danh tir "city" (thanh phd) 1a gi?
What is the correct plural of the noun "city"?
A. cities
B. citys
C. citis
D. cityes

Tai li€u nay duogc bién soan boi doi ngli ciia website: https://tailieuso.vin
Trang 37



Dé cuong on tdp Ngoai ngit F1 / English 1 Exam Review: Elementary English for Non-Majors

8. Mot ngudi dén tir Nhat Ban (Japan) c6 qudc tich duogc viét dung 1a gi?
Which is the correct word for the nationality of a person from Japan?
A. Japaneze
B. Japanian
C. Japan
D. Japanese
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Chuong 2. Gia dinh, con nguwdi va do vat quanh ta — Chapter 2.
Family, People and Everyday Objects

Muc tiéu chwong — Chapter objectives

* Goi tén dugc cac thanh vién trong gia dinh, db vat va cic phong trong nha bang tiéng
Anh

Name family members, household objects and rooms in English.

- Dung dung this, that, these, those va have got / has got dé no6i vé ngudi than va d6 vat
quanh ban
Use this, that, these, those and have got / has got correctly to talk about relatives and the
things around you.

« Viét duoc doan van 100-120 tir miéu ta mot ngudi, véi cac tinh tir xép ding trat tu
Write a 100-120 word paragraph describing a person, with the adjectives in the right order.

2.1. Tir vung gia dinh va cac méi quan h€ - 2.1. Family Vocabulary and
Relationships

Tir vung gia dinh chia lam hai nhém. Nhoém gan gdm cha me, anh chi em rudt va con cai,
goi 1a "immediate family". Nhom mé rong gém ong ba, chu bac, ¢6 di, anh chi em ho va
ho hang bén hon nhan, goi 1a "extended family". Hoc theo nhém s& nhé nhanh hon hoc
tung tur roi.

Family words fall into two groups. The close group is parents, brothers, sisters and children,
called the "immediate family". The wider group is grandparents, uncles, aunts, cousins and
relatives by marriage, called the "extended family". Learning words in groups is faster than
memorising them one by one.

Quan h¢ Tir tiéng Anh Cau miu

Relationship English word Example

ong ndi, 6ng ngoai ong (hai bén déu dung tir nay) My grandfather lives in
grandfather grandfather Hué.

ba ndi, ba ngoai ba (hai bén déu dung tir nay) My grandmother cooks
grandmother grandmother very well.

ong ba (ca hai) s6 nhiéu, chi ca 6ng 1an ba My grandparents are
grandparents grandparents retired.

chu, bac trai, cu, anh em trai cia cha me, hoac ch@)ng cua co

duong di My uncle drives a taxi.
uncle uncle

chi em géi ciia cha me, hodc vo cua chu bac
cau My aunt is a nurse.
aunt

¢, di, thim, mo, bac gai
aunt
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Quan h¢ Tir tiéng Anh Cau miu

Relationship English word Example

con cua chu bac co6 di cau, nam hay nir déu

. My cousin is ten years
dung

anh chi em ho

cousin i old.

cousin
chau trai con trai cia anh chi em rudt ban My nephew likes
nephew nephew football.
chéu gai con gai cua anh chi em rudt ban My niece goes to primary
niece niece school.
chdng, vo hai ngudi két hon véi nhau Her husband is an
husband, wife husband, wife engineer.
bd vo hoidc bd chéng thém "-in-law" cho h¢ hang bén hon nhan My father-in-law is very
father-in-law father-in-law kind.

Tiéng Viét c6 rat nhiéu tir nhu chd, bac, cau, di, co. Tiéng Anh chi dung "uncle" va
"aunt" cho tit ca. Anh, chi, em cling chi 1a "brother" va "sister". Mudn néi rd hon, ban
thém "older" hodc "younger", vi du "my older sister".

Viethamese has many words such as chu, bac, cau, di and co. English uses only "uncle" and

"aunt" for all of them. Anh, chi and em are also just "brother" and "sister". For more detail, add
"older" or "younger", as in "my older sister".

Cha me ké dung "stepfather", "stepmother". Anh chi em cung cha khiac me hodc nguogc
lai 1a "half-brother", "half-sister". Cach goi than mat: "Dad", "Mum" (Anh) hodc "Mom"
(M¥), "Grandma", "Grandpa".

A parent by remarriage is a "stepfather” or "stepmother". A sibling who shares only one parent

with you is a "half-brother” or "half-sister”. Friendly forms are "Dad", "Mum" (British) or
"Mom" (American), "Grandma" and "Grandpa".

Vé so do gia dinh bi‘ing tiéng Anh — Drawing a family tree in English

So d6 gia dinh (family tree) 1a hinh cac tén ndi voi nhau bang duong ké, ngudi 16n tudi &
trén, ngudi tré & dudi. Ban can mot to gidy va bat. Hiy chuan bi tén cta khoang chuc
nguoi than.

A family tree is a diagram of names joined by lines, with older people at the top and younger
ones below. You need a sheet of paper and a pen. Have about ten relatives' names ready.

1. Viét tén ban ¢ hang dudi cung, & gitta, roi ghi "me" bén dudi.
Write your name at the bottom, in the middle, and put "me" underneath.

2. Phia trén, viét tén cha va me, ndi hai tén béng mot gach ngang (nghia la vo chéng),
r0i ké mot dudng thang xudng tén ban.
Above that, write your father's and mother's names and join them with a horizontal line
(meaning married). Draw a line straight down to your name.

3. bat anh chi em rudt cung hang véi ban, ndi lén cung duong cua cha me. Ghi "brother"
hoac "sister".
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Put your brothers and sisters on the same row as you, joined to the same line from your
parents. Label them "brother" or "sister".

4. O hang trén nira, viét 6ng ba. Cha bac ¢6 di cung hang voi cha me ban, ndi xubng tir
ong ba. Ghi "uncle" hoac "aunt".
On the row above, write your grandparents. Your uncles and aunts go on the same row as
your parents, joined to the grandparents. Label them "uncle" or "aunt".

5. Con cuta chu bac ¢6 di nam cung hang v4i ban. Ghi "cousin" du6i tén ho.
The children of your uncles and aunts sit on your row. Write "cousin" under their names.

Vi du: gi¢i thi€u ciy gia pha nha minh — Example: presenting your family tree

VI DU / EXAMPLE — Linh m¢ dau bang cha me va em trai: "This is my family tree. My
father is Minh and my mother is Thu. I have a younger brother, Nam."

Linh starts with her parents and brother. She says: "This is my family tree. My father is Minh and my
mother is Thu. I have a younger brother, Nam."

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Linh chuyén 1én hang 6ng ba: "My grandfather is Mr Hai and my
grandmother is Mrs Lan. They have three children: my father, my aunt Hoa and my uncle
Tuan."

Linh moves up to the grandparents. She says: "My grandfather is Mr Hai and my grandmother is Mrs
Lan. They have three children: my father, my aunt Hoa and my uncle Tuan."”

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Linh n6i vé anh ho: "Aunt Hoa has a son, Bao. He is my cousin." Vi
cht Tudn, Linh va Nam 14 chau: "For Uncle Tuan, Linh is his niece and Nam is his nephew."
Linh talks about her cousin. She says: "Aunt Hoa has a son, Bao. He is my cousin.” From Uncle
Tuan's side, Linh and Nam are his niece and nephew: "For Uncle Tuan, Linh is his niece and Nam is
his nephew."

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Poan mau gidi thiéu cht ciia ban: "Chu toi tén 1a Tuén. Cha c6 mot
con gai. Con géi cua chu 1a em ho cuta t61."

A model paragraph introducing an uncle: My uncle's name is Tuan. He has one daughter. His
daughter is my cousin.

Cho hay sai — Common mistakes

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Nhim "cousin" véi "niece” hoic "nephew".
Cousin 1a con ctia chu bac c6 di cau. Niece va nephew la con cta anh chi em rudt ban. Con
cua chi ban 1a "nephew" hay "niece", khong phai "cousin".

Mixing up "cousin" with "niece" or "nephew". A cousin is the child of your uncle or aunt. A niece or
nephew is the child of your own brother or sister. Your sister's son is your "nephew", not your
"cousin”.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Thém gidi tinh cho cousin, nhur "cousin brother"
hay "cousin sister". Cach néi nay sai. Chi can "cousin", hoic "male cousin", "female cousin"
khi that can phan biét.

Adding gender to cousin, as in "cousin brother"” or "cousin sister". This is wrong. Say "cousin”, or
"male cousin" and "female cousin" only when you must tell them apart.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Dung "uncle" cho moi ngudi nam 16n tudi, ké
ca nguoi khong c6 ho. Chi goi vay v6i ho hang that. V&i ngudi la, hdy goi bang tén hodc
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"Mr”
Calling every older man "uncle", even someone who is not a relative. Use "uncle" for real relatives
only. For other adults, use the name or "Mr".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Nham "parents" v4i "relatives". "Parents" chi
cha va me. "Relatives" 1 ho hang noéi chung. Cau "My parents live in Da Ning" noi vé cha
me, con "My relatives live in Pa Ning" noi vé ca ho hang.

Confusing "parents"” with "relatives". "Parents" means only your mother and father. "Relatives"”
means your extended family in general. "My parents live in Pa Nang" is about your mother and
father, while "My relatives live in Pa Nang" is about the wider family.

« Pién cousin hodc nephew vao chd tréng: "My sister's son is my ...... " (Con trai cua
chitoila...... cua t61). Bap an: nephew, vi cdu bé 1a con cua chi rudt, khong phai con
cua chu bac co di.

Fill in cousin or nephew: "My sister's son is my ....... " Answer: nephew, because he is the
child of your own sister, not of an uncle or aunt.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Cousin 14 con ctia uncle hoic aunt. Niece va nephew 1a con
cua brother hodc sister. Grandparents 1a 6ng ba. Thém "-in-law" cho ho hang bén hén nhan.

A cousin is the child of an uncle or aunt. A niece or nephew is the child of a brother or sister.
Grandparents means grandfather and grandmother together. Add "-in-law" for relatives by marriage.

2.2. This, that, these, those: chi do vat g?m va xa — 2.2. This, That, These, Those

Ban dung this, that, these, those khi mudn chi vao mot dd vat hodc mot ngudi va noi "cai
nay", "cai kia", "nhiing cai nay", "nhiing cai kia". Bén tir ndy giup nguoi nghe biét ban
dang noi vé vat nao, & gan hay xa, mot hay nhiéu.

You use this, that, these and those when you point at a thing or a person and say "this one", "that

one", "these" or "those". These four words tell the listener which item you mean, whether it is
near or far, and whether it is one or several.

Hay tuong tuong ban dung trong 16p hoc. Cay but nam trong tay ban 1a "cai nay". Cai
bang ¢ cudi phong 1a "ci kia". Hai yéu t6 can xét luon 13: gan hay xa, va mot hay nhiéu.
Picture yourself'in a classroom. The pen in your hand is "this one". The board at the far end of
the room is "that one". You always check two things: near or far, and one or many.

Bon tir va cach chon — The four words and how to choose

Khoang cach \% ] (s it) Nhiéu (s6 nhiéu)
Distance One (singular) Many (plural)
Gan nguoi noi cai nay nhitng cai nay
Near the speaker this these

Xa nguoi noi cai kia nhiing cai kia
Far from the speaker that those

Gan hay xa tinh theo ngudi néi, khong theo nguoi nghe. Xa khong nhat thiét 1a rat xa: vat
& dau ban bén kia cling d3 1a "that".
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Near or far is measured from the speaker, not the listener. "Far" does not have to be very far: an
item at the other end of the table is already "that".

Cac buwdce chon dung tir — Steps to pick the right word

1. Nhin vat ban mudn noi: nd & gﬁn tay ban hay ¢ xa ban? Gan thi chon nhém this/these,
xa thi chon nhom that/those.

Look at the item: is it close to you or far from you? Close means this/these, far means
that/those.

2. Dém vat d6: chi c6 mot hay tir hai tré [én? Mot thi dung this hodc that, nhiéu thi dung
these hoac those.

Count the item. is there one, or two and more? One means this or that, several means these
or those.

3. Chia dong tir to be cho khdp: this/that di véi "is", these/those di véi "are".
Match the verb to be: this/that go with "is", these/those go with "are".

4. Néu c6 danh tir theo sau, d6i danh tir cho khép: s it thi giit nguyén, sb nhiéu thi thém
s hoic dung dang s6 nhiéu dung.
If a noun follows, make it agree: keep it singular for this/that, use the plural form for
these/those.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Trong phong hoc, ban cAm mdt cay bat va noi vé no. Mot vat, gan:
"This is a pen." nghia la "Day 1a mot cay bat." Trén ban cudi 16p c6 hai quyén sach. Hai vat,
xa: "Those are books." nghia 1a "Kia 1 nhitng quyén sach." Trén ban ban c6 ba cuc tay:
"These are erasers." nghia I "Pay la nhitng cuc tay." Mot cai ddng hd treo trén tudng xa:
"That is a clock." nghia I3 "Kia 1a mot cai dong ho."

In the classroom you hold one pen, so: "This is a pen." Two books lie on a far desk: "Those are

books." Three erasers sit on your desk: "These are erasers." A clock hangs on the far wall: "That is a
clock."”

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Lam du bn budc v6i hai qua tdo nim ngay trude mit ban. Budc 1:
vat & gén, nén chon nhom this/these. Budc 2: ¢6 hai qua, nén chon these. Bude 3: s6 nhiéu,
nén ding "are". Budc 4: thém s sau danh tir. Két qua: "These are apples." nghia la "Pay la
nhitng qua tdo."

A full run through the four steps with two apples right in front of you. Step 1: they are close, so pick
this/these. Step 2: there are two, so pick these. Step 3: it is plural, so use "are". Step 4: add s to the
noun. Result: "These are apples.”

Héi tén do vat trong phong hoc — Asking about objects in the classroom

Mudn biét tén mot vat, ban hoi béng "What is this?" hodc "What is that?". Vi nhiéu vat
thi hdi "What are these?" hodc "What are those?". Cau tra 101 thuong dung "It is" cho mot
vat va "They are" cho nhiéu vat.

To learn the name of an item, ask "What is this?" or "What is that?". For several items ask

"What are these?" or "What are those?". Answer with "It is" for one item and "They are" for
several.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Hoi thoai ngan. Nam chi vao vat trong tay Lan va hoi d6 1a gi. Lan
dap do 1a cay thudc. Nam: "What is this?" nghia 1a "Pay la cai gi?". Lan: "It is a ruler." nghia
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1a "bo¢ 1a cay thude."
A short dialogue. Nam points at something in Lan's hand and asks what it is. Lan says it is a ruler.
Nam: "What is this?" Lan: "It is a ruler.”

VI DU / EXAMPLE — Nam chi vao hai vat & cudi 16p. Nam hoi: "What are those?" nghia la
"Kia 1a nhitng cai gi?". Lan dap: "They are windows." nghia la "D6 1a nhiing cai cira s6."
Nam points at two things at the back of the room. Nam asks: "What are those?" Lan answers: "They
are windows."

Pé hoi lai cho chic, ban c6 thé dung ciu nghi van: "Is this your bag?" (Pay la cip cua
ban a?). Tra 101 ngén: "Yes, it is." hodc "No, it isn't." V&i sb6 nhiéu: "Are these your
keys?" 10i dap "Yes, they are."

To check, use a question: "Is this your bag?" Short answers: "Yes, it is." or "No, it isn't." For
plurals: "Are these your keys?" then "Yes, they are.”

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Gan: this (mét), these (nhiéu). Xa: that (mot), those
(nhiéu). This/that di vdi is, these/those di voi are. Hoi tén vat: What is this/that? What are

these/those?
Near: this (one), these (many). Far: that (one), those (many). This/that take is, these/those take are.
Ask the name: What is this/that? What are these/those?

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Dung this v6i danh tir s6 nhiéu. Sai: "This are
my books." va "This books are new." Pung: "These are my books." va "These books are

new." S nhiéu can these hodc those.
Using this with a plural noun. Wrong: "This are my books." and "This books are new." Right: "These
are my books." and "These books are new." Plural nouns need these or those.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Nhim that v&i those, hodc dé danh tir ¢ s it sau
these. Sai: "Those is a pen." va "These pen is red." Pung: "That is a pen." va "These pens are
red."

Mixing up that and those, or leaving the noun singular after these. Wrong: "Those is a pen." and
"These pen is red." Right: "That is a pen." and "These pens are red."

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Poc nham "this" va "these". "This" ¢6 4m /1/
ngan, con "these" c6 am /i:/ kéo dai. Khi néi, hay kéo dai am dé nguoi nghe phan biét duoc sd
it va s6 nhiéu.

Confusing the sounds of "this" and "these". "This" has a short /i/ sound, while "these" has a long /i./.
Stretch the vowel when you speak so the listener can tell singular from plural.

« Pién this, that, these hoic those vao chd trong: "...... are my shoes" (Pay la doi giay
clia toi; gidy dang & dudi chan ban). Pap an: These, vi gidy 13 s6 nhiéu, & gan, va
dong tur 1a "are".

Fill in this, that, these or those: "...... are my shoes." (The shoes are on your feet.) Answer:
These, because shoes are plural, they are near, and the verb is "are".

MEO / TIP — Khi 1am bai, hily gach chan danh tir hodc dong tir to be truc. Thiy "are" hodc
danh tur ¢6 s thi loai ngay this va that.
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In an exam, underline the noun or the verb to be first. If you see "are" or a noun ending in s, rule out
this and that at once.

2.3. Céu tric have got / has got — 2.3. Have Got / Has Got

"Have got" dung d€ no6i ban hodc ai d6 dang c6 mot thur gi, hodc c6 mot dac di€m nao do.
Vi du: c6 xe may, c6 anh trai, c6 mai toc den. Nghia cua né gan nhu "co" trong tiéng
Viét. Nguoi hoc hay gép cau triic nay khi ta d6 dac, nguoi than va ngoai hinh.

"Have got" is used to say that you or someone else owns something or has a certain feature. For

example: a motorbike, a brother, black hair. It means roughly the same as "co" in Vietnamese.
You will use it a lot when describing belongings, relatives and appearance.

Dang khﬁng dinh — Affirmative form

Dong tur ddi theo chu ngtt. V6i I, you, we, they ban dung "have got". Véi he, she, it ban
dung "has got". Chi ¢6 hai dang, nén rat dé nhé.

The verb changes with the subject. With I, you, we, they, use "have got". With he, she, it, use "has
got". There are only two forms, so it is easy to remember.

Chii ngir Khing dinh Viét tat

Subject Affirmative Short form

toi, ban, chung toi, ho

have got I've got, you've got
1, you, we, they g got, y g

anh ay, cd ay, nd

h t he' he' t
he, she, it 2820 e's got, she's go

Dang viét tit rat phd bién khi néi. Cha y "'s got" & day 1a "has got", khong phai "is". Sau
"got" luén cd mdt danh tir hodc cum danh tir, nhu "a sister" hay "green eyes".

"

Short forms are very common in speech. Note that "'s got" here means "has got", not "is". After
"got" there is always a noun or noun phrase, such as "a sister" or "green eyes".

Dang phu dinh — Negative form
Mudn néi "khong c6", ban thém "not" ngay sau have hodc has. Cach nay khong cin
muon trg dong tir do hay does.

To say someone does not have something, add "not" right after have or has. You do not need the
helper verbs do or does.

1. Chon "have" hodc "has" theo chu ngir. Vi du chu ngit 1a "my brother" thi chon "has".
Choose "have" or "has" to match the subject. If the subject is "my brother", choose "has".
2. Thém "not" ngay sau do, thudng viét gon thanh "haven't" hodc "hasn't".
Add "not" straight after it, usually shortened to "haven't" or "hasn't".
3. Viét tiép "got" roi dén vat khong cd. Két qua: "My brother hasn't got a car." nghia 1a
"Anh t6i khong c6 6 t5."
Then write "got" and the thing the person lacks. Result: "My brother hasn't got a car.”
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Dang nghi van - Questions

Cau hoi "co ... khong?" dugc tao bang cach dao "have" hodc "has" 1én trudc chi ngir.
Ban ciing khong can do hay does.

A "do you have ...?" question in Vietnamese form "co ... khong?" is made by moving "have" or
"has" in front of the subject. Again, no do or does is needed.

1. Bua "have" hoac "has" 1én dau cau.
Put "have" or "has" at the start of the sentence.

2. Bat chii ngir ngay sau, ri "got", roi vat can héi. Vi du: "Has she got a laptop?" nghia
1a "Cd 4y c6 méy tinh xach tay khong?"
Put the subject next, then "got", then the thing you ask about. For example: "Has she got a
laptop?"

3. Tra 161 ngan bang "Yes, she has." hodc "No, she hasn't." Cau tra 161 ngan khong c6
"got".
Give a short answer: "Yes, she has." or "No, she hasn't." Short answers do not include "got".

Mudn héi s6 luong, dung "How many ... have you got?" nghia 12 "Ban c6 bao nhiéu ...?"

To ask about numbers, use "How many ... have you got?"

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Hoi s lugng. Minh hoi Hoa vé anh chi em: "How many brothers and
sisters have you got?" Hoa dap: "I've got one brother and two sisters." Nghia: "Ban c6 bao
nhiéu anh chi em?" — "Minh c6 mét anh trai va hai chi gai." Cau tra 16i néu thang con s6,
khong can nhic lai "have you got".

Asking about numbers. Minh asks Hoa about her siblings: "How many brothers and sisters have you
got?" Hoa answers: "['ve got one brother and two sisters."

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — K& nha minh c6 gi. Ban Lan giéi thiéu: "I've got a small house in
Hanoi. It has got three rooms and a tiny garden. We haven't got a garage, but we've got two
bikes. My sister has got a desk in her room. Have you got a garden?" Nghia: "T6i c6 mQt ngdi
nha nho & Ha Noi. Nha c6 ba phong va mot khu vuon nho. Chung t6i khong co nha dé xe,
nhung c6 hai chiéc xe dap. Chj toi c6 mot cai ban hoc trong phong. Ban ¢ vuon khong?"
Talking about what your home has. Lan introduces her home: "['ve got a small house in Hanoi. It has
got three rooms and a tiny garden. We haven't got a garage, but we've got two bikes. My sister has got
a desk in her room. Have you got a garden?"

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Ta dic diém: "He has got short black hair and brown eyes." nghia 13
"Anh ay c6 mai toc den ngin va d6i mat nau." Hoi lai: "Has he got a beard?" — "No, he
hasn't."

Describing features: "He has got short black hair and brown eyes.” Then asking: "Has he got a
beard?" — "No, he hasn't.”

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Dung "have got" vdi he, she, it. Sai: "She have
got a cat." Pung: "She has got a cat." Hay nhin chu ngir trudc khi chon dong tur.

Using "have got" with he, she, it. Wrong: "She have got a cat.”" Right: "She has got a cat.”"” Check the
subject before you choose the verb.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Mugn do/does nhu ciu thudng. Sai: "Does he
has got a bike?" hodc "I don't have got a pen." Ptng: "Has he got a bike?" va "I haven't got a
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