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Chuong 1. Dong tir to be va cac thi hi€n tai — Chapter 1. The Verb To

Be and Present Tenses

Muc tiéu chwong — Chapter objectives

* Chon ding am, is, are cho moi chu ngir va tao dugc cau phu dinh, cau héi véi to be
Choose am, is or are for any subject and form negatives and questions with "to be".

« Chia dung dong tir ¢ hién tai don va hién tai tiép dién, gdm thém s/es, doi y thanh ies,
b6 e va gap doi phu am trude ing
Conjugate verbs correctly in the present simple and present continuous, including s/es
endings, y changing to ies, dropping e and doubling the final consonant before ing.

« Phan biét hai thi, nhan ra dong tir chi trang thai va dung thi hién tai dé noi vé lich
trinh, ké hoach twong lai gan
Tell the two tenses apart, spot stative verbs, and use present forms to talk about schedules
and near-future plans.

1.1. Dong tir to be & hién tai: am, is, are — 1.1. The Verb To Be in the Present: am, is,

are

Khi gip ngudi la, ban thudng noi tén, tudi, nghé va noi & cia minh. Nhitng cau d6 déu
dung dong tur to be, nghia 1a "thi, 1a, ¢". O hién tai, to be c6 ba dang: am, is, are. Chon
dang nao 13 do chi ngir (ngudi hodc vat dung dau cau) quyét dinh.

When you meet someone new, you usually say your name, age, job and where you live. All of
these sentences use the verb "to be", which means "la, thi, 6". In the present it has three forms:
am, is, are. The subject (the person or thing at the start of the sentence) decides which form you
use.

Chon am, is hay are — Choosing am, is or are

Chi ngir Dang ciia to be Cau miu
Subject Form of to be Example
toi thi, 1a (chi di voi I .
1a ) I am Linh.
1 am
anh 4y, c6 iy, n6, mot ngudi hodc mot vt thi, 1a .
Y . Y i g. ; T , She is a nurse.
he, she, it, one person or thing is
chung t6i, ban, ho, nhiéu nguoi hoac nhiéu vt thi, 1a They are
we, you, they, more than one are students.

Tén riéng mot ngudi nhu Nam dung nhu "he", nén di voi is. Hai nguoi trd 1én nhu "my
parents" dung nhu "they", nén di voi are. Riéng "you" ludn di voi are, ké ca khi ban noéi
v&1 mot nguoi.

A single name such as Nam works like "he", so it takes is. Two or more people, such as "my
parents", work like "they", so they take are. "You" always takes are, even when you talk to one
person.
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GHI CHU / NOTE - Dang viét tat hay gap: I'm, he's, she's, it's, we're, you're, they're. Khi néi
chuyén, nguoi ban ngit ding dang nay nhiéu hon dang day du.

Common short forms: I'm, he's, she's, it's, we're, you're, they're. In conversation, native speakers use
these more often than the full forms.

Cau khang dinh — Affirmative sentences

Cong thtrc: chu ngit + am/is/are + thong tin. Thong tin c6 thé 1 tén, tudi, nghé hodc noi

o.

Pattern: subject + am/is/are + information. The information can be a name, an age, a job or a
place.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Bén cau ty gidi thiéu: "I am Linh." (tén), "I am fourteen." (tudi), "My
father is a driver." (nghé cua bd), "We are in Hanoi." (noi 6).

Four self-introduction sentences: "I am Linh." (name), "I am fourteen." (age), "My father is a driver."
(father's job), "We are in Hanoi." (place).

Cau phu dinh — Negative sentences

1. Chon dung am, is hodc are theo chu ngtr.
Choose the right form, am, is or are, for the subject.

2. Thém not ngay sau no6. Vi du: "He is not a doctor."
Add "not" right after it. For example: "He is not a doctor."

3. Rut gon néu mudn: is not thanh isn't, are not thanh aren't. Vi I, chi ¢6 "I'm not".
Khong c6 dang "amn't".
Shorten it if you like: is not becomes isn't, are not becomes aren't. With I, use only "I'm not".
There is no "amn't".

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Anh ay khong phai béac si, ma 1a ki su: "He isn't a doctor. He's an
engineer."
Saying he is not a doctor but an engineer: "He isn't a doctor. He's an engineer."

Cau hdéi va cau tra 16i ngan — Questions and short answers

Mudn hoi Yes/No (tra 15i c6 hodc khong), dwa am/is/are 1én dau cau, trude chi ngit. Cau
tra 101 ngan lap lai chii ngir dudi dang dai tir rdi dén am/is/are. Cau tra 16i "Yes" khong
rat gon.

For a Yes/No question (answered with yes or no), move am/is/are to the front, before the subject.

A short answer repeats the subject as a pronoun, then am/is/are. A "Yes" answer is never
shortened.
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Cau héi Tra loi "co" Tra loi "khong"

Question Yes answer No answer

Ban c¢6 phai hoc sinh khong?

Yes, I am. No, I'm not.
Are you a student?
C6 dy c6 mudi lam tudi khong? : :
Y ) g Yes, she is. No, she isn't.
Is she fifteen?
Ho ¢6 ¢ nha khong?
i & Yes, they are. No, they aren't.

Are they at home?

Cau hoi co tir dé hoi cling dat am/is/are sau tir d6. Ba cau can cho budi 1am quen: "What
is your name?", "How old are you?", "Where are you from?". Cau tra 10i day du, khong
dung yes hay no.

Questions with a question word also put am/is/are right after that word. Three questions you

need when meeting someone: "What is your name?", "How old are you?", "Where are you
from?". Answer with full information, not yes or no.

Poan tu gi6i thiéu miu — A model self-introduction

Doan méu: "Xin chao! Tén toi 1a Linh. T6i muoi bon tudi va 1a hoc sinh."
Model paragraph: Hello! My name is Linh. I am fourteen years old and I am a student.

Tiép theo: "To1 séng & Ha Noi. B6 t6i 1a tai xé. Me toi 1a y ta. Ho rat ban."

It continues: I live in Hanoi. My father is a driver. My mother is a nurse. They are very busy.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Chia sai theo chu ngit, vi du "I is Linh", "She
are a nurse", "They is students". Hay nhin chu ngir trudce: I di véi am, he/she/it di voi is,
we/you/they di voi are.

Using the wrong form for the subject, such as "l is Linh", "She are a nurse", "They is students". Look
at the subject first: I takes am, he/she/it takes is, we/you/they takes are.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Viét "My parents is teachers". "Parents" 13 s6
nhiéu nén phai ding are. Nguoc lai, "Nam and I" 13 hai ngudi nén viét "Nam and I are
friends".

Writing "My parents is teachers". "Parents" is plural, so use are. Likewise, "Nam and 1" is two
people, so write "Nam and I are friends".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Thém "do" vao céu c6 to be, nhu "Do you are a
student?". Cau dung 1a "Are you a student?".

Adding "do" to a sentence with "to be", as in "Do you are a student?". The correct sentence is "Are
you a student?".

Luyén nhanh — Quick practice

« Pién am, is hoic are: "My brother ...... twelve years old." (Em trai t6i mudi hai tudi.)
Dap an: is, vi "my brother" 1a mft nguoi.
Fill in am, is or are: "My brother ...... twelve years old." Answer: is, because "my brother" is
one person.
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- Pbién dang phu dinh: "We ...... at school today." (Hom nay chung t6i khong & truong.)
Dap an: aren't, vi "we" di véi are.
Fill in the negative form: "We ... ... at school today." Answer: aren't, because "we" takes are.
«Piéntu:"...... your parents teachers?" (B me ban c6 phai giao vién khong?) Pap an:
Are, vi "your parents" 13 s6 nhiéu.
Fill in the word: "...... your parents teachers?" Answer: Are, because "your parents" is
plural.
* Viét cau tra 16i ngan cho "Is Mai from Hue?" (Mai qué & Hué a?), biét Mai khong phai
ngudi Hué. Pap 4n: No, she isn't.
Write a short answer to "Is Mai from Hue?", knowing that Mai is not from Hue. Answer: No,
she isn't.

MEO / TIP — Truéc khi ndp bai, gach chan chu ngit ciia mdi cau c6 to be roi ddi chiéu véi
bang am, is, are. Cach nay bét dugc gan hét 15i chia sai.

Before you hand in your work, underline the subject of every sentence with "to be" and check it
against the am, is, are table. This catches most agreement mistakes.

1.2. Hién tai dom: cach chia va cach tao ciau héi, phu dinh - 1.2. Simple Present:

Forms, Questions and Negatives

Hién tai don dung dé noi ve viéc lap lai hé‘mg ngay: méy gid ban day, ban di hoc béng gi,
me ban nau com luc nao. Cau khang dinh rt gon. Khi phii dinh hodc dit cau hoi, ban can
thém "do" hoac "does". Do 1a trg dong tur, tirc tir phu ding trude dong tir chinh dé mang
phan chia thi.

The simple present describes things that repeat: when you get up, how you go to school, when
your mother cooks dinner. Affirmative sentences are short. For negatives and questions, you add

"do" or "does", an auxiliary verb, which is a helper word that stands before the main verb and
carries the tense.

Ciu khang dinh va quy tic thém s/es — Affirmative sentences and the s/es rule

Véi I, you, we, they va danh tir s6 nhiéu, ban giit nguyén dong tir: "I walk", "they walk".
Vi he, she, it va danh tr sb it nhu "my brother" hay "the cat", ban thém s hoac es vao
dong tir. Nhom nay goi 1a ngdi thir ba sb it.

With I, you, we, they and plural nouns, keep the verb as it is: "l walk", "they walk". With he, she,
it and singular nouns such as "my brother" or "the cat", add s or es to the verb. This group is
called the third person singular.

Pubi ciia dong tir Ciach doi Vi du

Verb ending What to do Example

Hau hét dong tir Thém s work — works
Most verbs Add s

Tan cung s, sh, ch, x, z, 0 Thém es watch — watches,
Ending in s, sh, ch, x, z, o Add es g0 — goes
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Pubi ciia dong tir Ciach doi Vi du
Verb ending What to do Example
Phy 4m + Doi y thanh i :

samTy o1y than .1es study — studies
Consonant +y Change y to ies
Nguyén am + Gitlry, thém s

guy y Y, play — plays
Vowel + y Keep y, add s
Dong tir bt quy ta Doi hin d

ong quy tac 01 .an. ang have — has
Irregular verb Special form

GHI CHU / NOTE — Nguyén am 14 a, e, i, 0, u. Chit y trong "study" dng sau phu 4m t nén
d6i thanh ies. Chir y trong "play" diing sau nguyén 4m a nén chi thém s.

The vowels are a, e, i, o, u. The y in "study" follows the consonant t, so it becomes ies. The y in "play"
follows the vowel a, so you only add. s.

Cau phu dinh va cau héi véi do/does — Negatives and questions with do/does

1. Nhin chi ngit. I, you, we, they dung "do". He, she, it va danh tir s6 it dung "does".
Look at the subject. Use "do" with I, you, we, they. Use "does" with he, she, it and singular
nouns.

2. Cau phu dinh: chu ngit + do/does + not + dong tir nguyén mau. Viét tat 1a "don't" va
"doesn't".
For a negative, write: subject + do/does + not + base verb. The short forms are "don't" and
"doesn't".

3. Cau hoi Yes/No: dit Do/Does 1én dau, rdi chu ngir, roi dong tr nguyén mau, cudi cau
c6 dau hoi.
For a Yes/No question, put Do/Does first, then the subject, then the base verb, and end with
a question mark.

4. Cau hoi voi tir héi: tir hdi + do/does + chi ngit + dong tir nguyén mau. Vi du "Where
does she live?".
For a question with a question word, write: question word + do/does + subject + base verb,
as in "Where does she live?".

5. Tra loi ngén: "Yes, she does." hoac "No, she doesn't." Dung lai do/does, khong lap
dong tir chinh.
Give a short answer: "Yes, she does.” or "No, she doesn't." Reuse do/does and do not repeat
the main verb.

| Does + she + like tea? = Yes, she does. / No, she doesn't.

VI DU / EXAMPLE — Mau tron ven. Cau gbc: "Em trai t6i choi bong d4 sau gid hoc." Phu
dinh: "Em trai t61 khong choi bong da sau gio hoc." Cau hoi: "Em trai ban c¢6 choi bong da
sau gio hoc khong?" Cau hoi véi tir hoi: "Em trai ban choi bong dé khi nao?"

A full model. Original: "My brother plays football after school." Negative: "My brother doesn't play
football after school." Question: "Does your brother play football after school?" Short answer: "Yes,
he does." Wh-question: "When does your brother play football?"
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GHI CHU / NOTE — Trong ciu mau, "plays" mat chit s & cau phu dinh va cau hoi vi "does"
da mang s thay cho no.

In the model, "plays" loses its s in the negative and the question, because "does" now carries the s for
piay 4 q -
it.

VI DU / EXAMPLE — Théi quen cta Mai: "Mai thirc dy luc sau gio. C6 4y danh rang rdi an
sang. C6 ay hoc tiéng Anh mdi t6i."

Mai's routine: Mai gets up at six. She brushes her teeth and has breakfast. She studies English every
evening.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Héi va dap vé Mai: "Mai c6 di xe buyt dén truong khong?" Khong, co
ay di xe dap.
Asking about Mai: Does Mai go to school by bus? No, she doesn't. She rides her bike.

Tw luyén — Quick practice

« Chia dong tlr trong ngodc: "My mother (teach) English." (Me toi day tiéng Anh.) Dép
an: teaches, vi teach tan cung ch nén thém es.
Use the correct form: "My mother (teach) English." Answer: teaches, because teach ends in
ch and takes es.

oM. your friends (walk) to school?" (Ban bé ctia ban c6 di bo dén truong khong?)
Pap an: Do ... walk, vi "your friends" 1a s6 nhiéu va dong tir vé dang nguyén mau.
RO vour friends (walk) to school?" Answer: Do ... walk, because "your friends" is plural
and the verb returns to its base form.

« "He (not/fix) bikes." (Anh 4y khong sira xe dap.) Pap an: doesn't fix.
"He (not/fix) bikes." Answer: doesn't fix.

* "The baby (cry) at night." (Em bé khoc vao ban dém.) DPap an: cries, vi cry tan cung
phu am +y.
"The baby (cry) at night." Answer: cries, because cry ends in consonant + y.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Quén "does" r6i chia dong tir tryc tiép: "She not
like tea" hoac "He don't like tea". Pung 1a "She doesn't like tea" va "He doesn't like tea". Ngbi
thir ba s it lun can "does" khi phi dinh hay hoi.

Forgetting "does" and trying to conjugate the verb directly: "She not like tea" or "He don't like tea".
The correct forms are "She doesn't like tea" and "He doesn't like tea". Third person singular always
needs "does" in negatives and questions.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — B3 c6 does ma van thém s: "Does she likes
tea?" hodc "He doesn't works." Stra thanh "Does she like tea?" va "He doesn't work." Mot cau
chi mang s mot 1an, va "does" dé gitt phan do.

Adding s after does: "Does she likes tea?" or "He doesn't works." Correct them to "Does she like
tea?" and "He doesn't work." A sentence carries the s only once, and "does" already holds it.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Dung "do" véi he, she, it: "Do he play
football?" Stra thanh "Does he play football?".
Using "do" with he, she, it: "Do he play football?" Change it to "Does he play football?".
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MEO / TIP — Trudc khi ndp bai, gach chan chu ngilr va hédi: c6 does khong? Co thi dong tur
chinh tron, khong s, khong es, khong ies.
Before handing in your work, underline the subject and ask: is there a "does"? If so, the main verb

stays plain, with no s, es or ies.

1.3. Hién tai don: khi nao dung va trang tir tn suat — 1.3. Simple Present: When
to Use It and Frequency Adverbs

Hién tai don khong dung cho viéc dang dién ra ngay lic nay. N6 néi vé nhiing diéu lip di
lap lai hodc ludn dung. Ban dung né trong ba trudng hop: thoi quen, sy that hién nhién va
lich trinh ¢6 dinh. Khi gip mét cau, hiy tu hoi nd thude truong hop nao.

The simple present is not for what is happening right now. It describes things that repeat or are
always true. You use it in three cases: habits, general truths and fixed schedules. When you meet
a sentence, ask yourself which case it belongs to.

Ba cach dung chinh — Three main uses

« Théi quen: viéc ban 1am déu din, nhu danh rang mdi sang. Hay di voi "every day",
"on Mondays", "twice a week". Vi du: "My mother cooks dinner at six every
evening." (Me t6i ndu bita tdi lac sau gid mdi chiéu.)

Habits: things you do regularly, like brushing your teeth every morning. They often come
with "every day", "on Mondays" or "twice a week". Example: "My mother cooks dinner at six

every evening."

« Su that hién nhién: diéu ludn ding, gdm kién thirc khoa hoc, s thich va mé ta. Vi du:
"Water boils at 100 degrees Celsius." (Nudc s6i ¢ 100 do C.) va "My father likes
strong tea." (B4 toi thich tra dic.)

General truths: things that are always true, including science facts, likes and descriptions.
Examples: "Water boils at 100 degrees Celsius." and "My father likes strong tea."

« Lich trinh c6 dinh: thoi khod biéu, gid tau xe, gid mé cira, budi hen di chdt gio. Ca
viéc o tuong lai cling dung hién tai don néu gid gidc dd c¢b dinh. Vi du: "Our English
class starts at 7:30 on Tuesdays." (L6p tiéng Anh cua ching toi bat dau luc 7:30 vao
thir Ba.) va "The bus leaves at 6:45 tomorrow." (Mai xe buyt chay luc 6:45.)

Fixed schedules: timetables, bus and train times, opening hours, appointments with a set

time. A future event also takes the simple present when its time is fixed. Examples: "Our
English class starts at 7:30 on Tuesdays." and "The bus leaves at 6:45 tomorrow."

GHI CHU / NOTE - Vi he, she, it, dong tir thuong thém s hoac es: "cooks", "starts",
"watches". Day la phﬁn hinh thirc ban da hoc & muc trudec.

With he, she and it, a regular verb takes s or es.: "cooks", "starts", "watches". You learned this form in

the previous lesson.

Trang tir tin suit — Frequency adverbs

Trang tlr tan sudt cho biét mot viéc xay ra thuong dén dau. Hay hinh dung sb budi trong
mot tuan di hoc. Lam viéc d6 ca bay ngay thi dung "always", khong ngay nao thi ding
"never". Nam tir can nhé ndm trong bang sau:
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Frequency adverbs tell you how often something happens. Picture the days of a school week. If
you do something every single day, use "always"; if you never do it, use "never". The five key
words are in this table:

Trang tir Nghia Vidu

Adverb Meaning Example

luén ludn (moi 1an) lam viéc d6 moi lan, 100% My brother always does his
always every time, 100% homework first.

thuong (gan nhu moi TPV VA
g(e i lam viéc do phan 16n cac lan

lan) _ We usually have lunch at home.
most of the time

usually :
hay (kha nhiéu 1an) 1am viéc d6 nhiéu lan Grandma often calls us on
often many times Sundays.
thinh thoan thi thoang méi lam .

, & & I sometimes walk to school.
sometimes now and then
khong bao gio khong 1am lan nao, 0% : .

& & & ° My sister never drinks coffee.
never not once, 0%

Dat trang tir vao cAu — Placing the adverb

1. Tim dong tir chinh cua cau.
Find the main verb of the sentence.
2. Néu 1a dong tir thudng, dat trang tir ngay trude nod: "I usually walk to school." (Toi
thuong di bo dén truong.)
If'it is an ordinary verb, put the adverb right before it: "l usually walk to school.”
3.Néu la dong tir to be (am, is, are), dat trang tir ngay sau nd: "She is often late." (Co éy
hay dén muon.)
If'it is the verb to be (am, is, are), put the adverb right after it: "She is often late.”
4. Cau phu dinh v6i don't hoac doesn't thi dat trang tir sau trg tur: "I don't often drink
milk." (T6i khong hay udng sira.)
In a negative sentence with don't or doesn't, put the adverb after it: "I don't often drink
milk."

5. Voi "never", khong thém don't hay doesn't, vi ban than tir nay da mang nghia phu
dinh: "He never eats fish."

With "never", do not add don't or doesn't, because the word is already negative: "He never
eats fish.”

MEO / TIP — "Sometimes" con ding dugc dau ciu: "Sometimes we eat out on Saturdays."
Bdn tir con lai thi giit vi tri giita cu.

"Sometimes" can also start a sentence: "Sometimes we eat out on Saturdays." Keep the other four in
the middle of the sentence.
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Vi du miu — Model examples

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Lich hoc ctia Nam. Nam hoc 16p 9, day lac 5:45, thudng di bo dén
truong, thinh thoang di xe dap, khong bao gio dén mudn, tiét dau bat dau luc 7:00.

Nam's school day. Nam is in grade 9. He gets up at 5:45, usually walks to school, sometimes rides a
bike, is never late, and his first lesson starts at 7.00.

Poan mau: "Nam 1a hoc sinh 16p 9. Ban éy day luc 5:45 mdi ngay. Nam thuong di bo dén
truong, nhung thinh thoang di xe dap. Ban 4y khong bao gio dén 16p muon. Tiét dau bat
dau e 7:00."

Nam is a grade 9 student. He gets up at 5:45 every day. He usually walks to school, but he
sometimes rides a bike. He is never late for class. His first lesson starts at 7:00.

Phan tich: "gets up every day" la thoi quen. "Usually walks" dat trang tir trudc dong tur
thuong. "Is never late" dat trang tr sau "is". "Starts at 7:00" 1a lich trinh c¢d dinh.

Analysis: "gets up every day" is a habit. "Usually walks" puts the adverb before an ordinary
verb. "Is never late" puts the adverb after "is". "Starts at 7:00" is a fixed schedule.

Poan mau vé gia dinh: "Me t6i ludn 1am bita sang. BS t6i hay doc bao sau bira t6i. Em
gai t6i khong bao gid dn ca. Chung t6i thinh thoang vé thim ong ba vao Cha nhat."

My mother always makes breakfast. My father often reads the news after dinner. My little sister
never eats fish. We sometimes visit our grandparents on Sundays.

Tw luyén nhanh - Quick practice
« Sap xép: "late / is / never / Lan / for school". Pép an: "Lan is never late for school."
(Lan khong bao gid di hoc mudn.)
Put the words in order: "late / is / never / Lan / for school". Answer: "Lan is never late for

school."”

* Chia dong tu: "My father ...... (watch) football on Sundays." Pap an: watches, vi la
thoéi quen, chu nglr "my father" va "watch" doi thanh "watches".
Fill in the verb: "My father ...... (watch) football on Sundays." Answer.: watches, because it

is a habit and "my father" takes the s form.

« X4c dinh cach dung cta "The train leaves at 8:15." Pap an: lich trinh ¢b dinh (gio tau
chay).

Name the use of "The train leaves at 8:15." Answer: a fixed schedule (a train time).

* Thém "often" vao "They play chess after dinner." Déap an: "They often play chess after
dinner." (Ho hay choi ¢ sau bita ti.)
Add "often" to "They play chess after dinner." Answer: "They often play chess after dinner."

Cho hay sai — Common mistakes

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Dit trang tir sai chd: "I go usually to school" =
"I usually go to school". V6i be: "She always is happy" = "She is always happy".

Wrong position: "l go usually to school” = "l usually go to school”. With be: "She always is happy"
= "She is always happy".
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LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Phu dinh hai 1an: "He doesn't never cook" =
"He never cooks".
Double negative: "He doesn't never cook" = "He never cooks".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Quén dui s sau trang tir: "My sister often play
the piano" = "My sister often plays the piano". Trang tir khong 1am chi ngir ngdi ba ddi
dang.

Forgetting the s after the adverb.: "My sister often play the piano" = "My sister often plays the piano”.
The adverb does not change the third person form.

PHAI THUQC / MEMORISE — Théi quen, su that va lich trinh ¢ dinh déu dung hién tai
don. Trang tir tin sudt duing trudc dong tir thudng va sau to be. Thi tu tir manh dén yéu:
always, usually, often, sometimes, never.

Habits, general truths and fixed schedules all take the simple present. Frequency adverbs go before
ordinary verbs and after to be. From strongest to weakest: always, usually, often, sometimes, never.

1.4. Hién tai tiép dién: hinh thirc va cach dung — 1.4 Present Continuous: Form
and Use

Hién tai tiép dién dung dé néi vé viéc dang dién ra ngay lic noi, hoic dang dién ra quanh
thoi diém nay va chua xong. Hay tudng twong ban quay mot doan video 16p hoc: moi
hanh dong ban thiy trén man hinh déu 1a hién tai tiép dién.

The present continuous describes an action that is happening right now, or around now, and is

not finished yet. Imagine filming your classroom: every action you see on the screen is in the
present continuous.

Cau tric: am/is/are + V-ing — Form: am/is/are + V-ing

AY

Pong tir "be" & ddy 1a tro dong tir, tirc tir ding trude dé gitp dong tir chinh tao thi, gidng
nhu nguoi lai phu ngdi canh tai xé. V-ing 1a dong tir chinh thém dudi ing. Ban chon am,
is hay are theo chu ngir.

Here "be" is an auxiliary verb: a helper placed before the main verb to build the tense, like a co-
driver beside the driver. V-ing is the main verb plus the ending -ing. You choose am, is or are to
match the subject.

Chii ngir Khing dinh Phii dinh
Subject Affirmative Negative
toi o .
] I am writing. I am not writing.
anh 4y, c6 4y, n6 P . .
Vb S 2 She is writing. She isn't writing.
he, she, it
ching ta, céc ban, ho o .
g, T They are writing. They aren't writing.

we, you, they

Cau hoéi Yes/No: dua am/is/are 1én diu cdu. Cau hoi co tir dé hoi: dat tir dé hoi trudce
am/is/are.
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Yes/No questions: move am, is or are to the front. Questions with a question word: put the
question word before am, is or are.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Canh quay 16p hoc. C6 Lan dang viét 1én bang, hai ban Nam va Minh
dang no6i chuyén, con Hoa khong ngu. Cau hdi: "What is Ms Lan doing?" nghia 1a "Co6 Lan
dang lam gi?". Tra loi: "She is writing on the board."

A classroom scene. Ms Lan is writing on the board, Nam and Minh are talking, and Hoa is not
sleeping. Question: "What is Ms Lan doing?" Answer: "She is writing on the board."

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Thém vai ciu vé 16p hoc: "Nam and Minh are talking." (Nam va
Minh dang n6i chuyén.) "Is Hoa sleeping?" (Hoa c6 dang ngt khong?) "No, she isn't. She is
reading." (Khong. Ban 4y dang doc.)

More lines from the same scene: "Nam and Minh are talking." "Is Hoa sleeping?" "No, she isn't. She
is reading."

Quy tic thém ing — Spelling rules for -ing

nn

1. Bong tr thuong: thém ing vao sau. Vi du "read" thanh "reading", "play" thanh
"playing".
Regular verbs: add -ing. For example, "read" becomes "reading" and "play" becomes
"playing".

2. Pong tir tin cing bang mot chir e cAm: bo e roi thém ing. "write" thanh "writing",
"make" thanh "making". Riéng "see" c6 hai chit e nén giir nguyén: "seeing".
Verbs ending in a silent e: drop the e, then add -ing. "write" becomes "writing" and "make"

"on

becomes "making". "see" has two e's, so it keeps them: "seeing".

3. Pong tir mot am tiét co6 dang phu 4m — nguyén 4m — phy 4m: gap d6i phu am cudi roi
thém ing. "sit" thanh "sitting", "run" thanh "running", "stop" thanh "stopping".
One-syllable verbs that end in consonant, vowel, consonant.: double the last consonant, then

" on "non

add -ing. "sit" becomes "sitting", "run" becomes "running", "stop" becomes "stopping".
4. Khong gap d6i khi phu am cudi 12 w, x hodc y. "snow" thanh "snowing", "fix" thanh
"fixing". Pong tir hai &m tiét nhan am dau ciing khong gap doi: "open" thanh
"opening".
Do not double a final w, x or y: "snow" becomes "snowing", "fix" becomes "fixing". Two-
syllable verbs stressed on the first syllable are not doubled either: "open" becomes
"opening".
5. Pong tir tan cung ie: doi ie thanh y roi thém ing. "lie" thanh "lying", "die" thanh
"dying".
erbs ending in ie: change ie to y, then add -ing. "lie" becomes "lying" an ie" becomes
Verbs ending hange ie to y, then add -ing. "lie" b "lying" and "die" b
deing”.

Dau hiéu nhan biét — Signal words

Gip cac tir nay, hay nghi ngay dén hién tai tiép dién: now (bay gid), right now (ngay bay
gi0), at the moment (luc nay), currently (hi¢n dang). Cau ménh Iénh "Look!" (Nhin kia!)
va "Listen!" (Nghe nay!) ciing la d4u hiéu. Véi viée tam thoi quanh thoi diém néi, ban s&
gip this week (tudn nay), this month (thang nay), this year (nim nay).
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These words point to the present continuous: now, right now, at the moment and currently. The
commands "Look!" and "Listen!" are signals too. For temporary situations around now, you will
see this week, this month and this year.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Pién dang dung ctia dong tir: "Listen! The students ...... (sing)." Dap
an: are singing, vi "Listen!" bao viéc dang xay ra va chu ngit s6 nhiéu. Nghia: "Nghe nay!
Céc hoc sinh dang hat."

Fill in the correct form: "Listen! The students ...... (sing)." Answer: are singing, because "Listen!"
signals an action in progress and the subject is plural.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Dién tiép: "My brother ...... (run) in the park at the moment." Dap
an: is running. Chu ngit s6 it nén dung is, va "run" gip déi chit n. Nghia: "Luc nay anh toi
dang chay trong cong vién."

One more: "My brother ...... (run) in the park at the moment." Answer: is running. The subject is

singular, so use is, and "run" doubles the n.

Cho hay sai — Common mistakes

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Thiéu tro dong tir. Nhiéu ban viét "She writing
on the board." Cau dting 1a "She is writing on the board." Cir thay V-ing lam dong tir chinh thi
phai c6 am/is/are ding trude.

Missing the auxiliary. Many learners write "She writing on the board." The correct sentence is "She is
writing on the board." Whenever V-ing is the main verb, am, is or are must come before it.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — C6 trg dong tir nhung quén ing, nhu "They are
talk". Hodc dung sai dang "be", nhu "I is reading" thay vi "I am reading".

The auxiliary is there but -ing is missing, as in "They are talk". Or the wrong form of "be" is used, as
in "l is reading" instead of "I am reading".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE - Sai chinh ta khi thém ing, nhu "writeing",
"runing", "sitting" viét thanh "siting". Hay kiém tra lai ¢ cAm va phu am cubi.

" onn

Spelling slips with -ing, such as "writeing", "runing" or "siting" for "sitting". Check the silent e and
the final consonant.

GHI CHU / NOTE — Mot s6 dong tir chi trang thai nhu know, like, want thuong khong chia
tiép dién. Noi "I know the answer", khong néi "I am knowing the answer". Nhom nay dugc
hoc riéng & muc sau.

Some state verbs such as know, like and want are not normally used in the continuous. Say "I know

the answer", not "I am knowing the answer". This group has its own section later.

1.5. Pong tir chi trang thai khong dung tiép dién — 1.5. State Verbs That Avoid the

Continuous

Hay so sanh hai cau: "Minh dang chay" va "Minh biét dap an". Chay 1a viéc ban lam,
quay phim dugc. Biét 1a chuyén trong dau, khong quay duoc. Pong tir chi trang thai
(state verb) ké vé cam xtc, suy nghi, s hiru hay tinh trang, chtr khong ké mot hanh dong
dang dién ra. Nhom nay thuong khong chia ¢ hién tai tiép dién (am/is/are + V-ing).
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Compare two sentences: "I'm running” and "l know the answer." Running is something you do,
and a camera can film it. Knowing happens in your head, and a camera cannot film it. A state
verb describes a feeling, a thought, ownership or a condition, not an action in progress. These
verbs usually avoid the present continuous (am/is/are + V-ing).

Vi sao dung hién tai don? Hién tai tiép dién danh cho viéc dang dién ra, c6 lic bat dau,
lac két thic va thuong chi tam thoi. Mot trang thai thi khong c6 "dang bat dau" hay "sap
xong". N6 ctr dung ¢ thoi diém néi, va co thé dang rat 1au. Hién tai don vn dung cho su
that chung va trang thai, nén hop véi nhom nay.

Why the present simple? The present continuous is _for actions in progress, with a start, an end,
and often a short duration. A state has no "in the middle of starting" or "almost finished." It is

simply true at the moment of speaking, and often for a long time. The present simple already
covers general facts and states, so it fits these verbs.

Bon nhém ddng tir trang thai hay gip — Four common groups of state verbs

Nhém DPong tir thwong gip Cau miu
Group Common verbs Example

cam xuc, so thich

. , like, love, hate, prefer She loves dogs.
feelings and preferences
suy nght, hiéu biét know, believe, understand, I understand the
thoughts and knowledge remember, doubt rule.
mong mudn, nhu cau .

& want, need, wish He needs a pen.

wants and needs
sO hiru, tinh trang have, own, belong to, cost, weigh, This bag costs ten
possession and condition seem dollars.

Cach chon thi cho dong tir trang thai — How fo choose the tense for a state verb

1. Tim dong tir chinh cta cau va ty héi: "Minh c6 quay phim dugc viéc nay khong?"
Find the main verb and ask yourself: "Could I film this?"

2. Néu khong quay duoc (biét, thich, mudn, ¢6), chon hién tai don.
If you cannot film it (know, like, want, have), choose the present simple.

3. Chia dong tu: voi I, you, we, they gitr nguyén; vdi he, she, it thém s hoac es.
Conjugate it: keep the base form with I, you, we and they, add s or es with he, she and it.

4. Gip "now" hay "at the moment" van giir hién tai don, vi trang thdi dang dung ngay
lac noi.
Keep the present simple even with "now" or "at the moment," because the state is true right
then.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — MAu lam tron ven: "Bay gid minh mudn mét cdc nude." Mubn 1a
mong mudn trong dau, khong quay dugc, nén dung hién tai don: "I want a glass of water
now." Cau "I am wanting a glass of water now" 1a sai.

A worked example: "I want a glass of water now." Wanting is a feeling inside you, and you cannot
film it, so the present simple is correct. "l am wanting a glass of water now" is wrong.
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Cap cau diang va sai — Right and wrong pairs

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE - Sai: "I am knowing the answer." Pung: "I know
the answer." (Minh biét dap 4n.)
Wrong: "l am knowing the answer.” Right: "I know the answer."

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Sai: "My uncle is owning a shop." Pling: "My
uncle owns a shop." (Cht minh s¢ hittu mot ctra hang.)
Wrong: "My uncle is owning a shop." Right: "My uncle owns a shop."

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE - Sai: "We are liking this song." Pung: "We like
this song." (Chung minh thich bai hat nay.)
Wrong: "We are liking this song." Right: "We like this song."

Nhirng dong tir d6i nghia thi doi cich dung — Verbs whose meaning changes the rule

Mot sé dong tir ¢6 hai nghia. Nghia trang thai dung hién tai don. Nghia hanh dong c6 thé
dung tiép dién. Vi vay ding hoc thudc "have khong bao gio c6 V-ing". Hay hoi xem cau
dang noi vé trang thai hay vé hanh dong.

Some verbs have two meanings. The state meaning uses the present simple. The action meaning
can use the continuous. So do not memorise "have never takes V-ing." Ask whether the sentence
describes a state or an action.

Nghia trang thai (hién tai don) Nghia hanh dong (tiép dién dwoc)
State meaning (present simple) Action meaning (continuous possible)
have ¢0, s& hiru: She has a red bike. an, uéng, td chirc: She is having lunch.
She has a red bike. She is having lunch.
think ¢6 y kién: I think it is a good plan. dang can nhéc: I am thinking about my trip.
1 think it is a good plan. 1 am thinking about my trip.
see hiéu: I see what you mean. hen gdp: I am seeing my dentist at five.
1 see what you mean. I am seeing my dentist at five.
—_— c6 vi: The soup tastes salty. ném thir: The chef is tasting the soup.
The soup tastes salty. The chef'is tasting the soup.
be 1a (tinh chat): He is rude. cu xu nhu vay luc nay: He is being rude today.
He is rude. He is being rude today.

Véi think, nhd meo nho: khi sau think 13 mét y kién ("I think that..."), dung hién tai don.
Khi sau think 13 "about" (nghi vé diéu gi), c6 thé dung tiép dién.

For think, remember a small trick: when think introduces an opinion ("I think that..."), use the
present simple. When think is followed by "about," the continuous is possible.

Luyén nhanh (d4p an ngay sau mdi cAu) — Quick practice (answers follow each item)

* Chia dong tur: "My brother ...... (own) two bikes." (Anh minh c6 hai chiéc xe dap.)
Dép an: owns, vi s¢ hitu 1a trang théi va chu ngir 1a he.
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Complete: "My brother ...... (own) two bikes." Answer: owns, because ownership is a state
and the subject is "he."”

* Chia dong tur: "Be quiet! I ...... (think) about the answer." (Im lang nao! Minh dang
nghi vé d4p an.) Pap an: am thinking, vi ddy 1a qua trinh nghi dang dién ra.
Complete: "Be quiet! I ...... (think) about the answer." Answer: am thinking, because it is a
thinking process in progress.

* Chia dong tur: "Rightnow I ...... (want) some tea." (Luc nay minh mudn udng tra.)
Dap an: want, vi muén 13 trang thai.
Complete: "Right now I ...... (want) some tea." Answer: want, because wanting is a state.

* Chia dong tu: "We ...... (have) dinner now." (Biy gi' chiing minh dang in ti.) Pap
an: are having, vi have & day nghia la an.
Complete: "We ...... (have) dinner now." Answer: are having, because have here means

”

eat

"

* Chia dong tur: "This book ...... (belong) to Lan." (Quyén sach nay cua Lan.) Pép an:
belongs, vi belong luon 1a trang thai.
Complete: "This book ...... (belong) to Lan." Answer: belongs, because belong is always a
State.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Thay "now" hay "at the moment" 13 v6i chon
tiép dién. Hay xét loai dong tir trudc, rdi méi nhin trang tir.

Choosing the continuous the moment you see "now" or "at the moment.” Check the type of verb first,
then look at the time word.

MEO / TIP — Trong quang c4o hay bai hat, ban s& gdp cau nhu "I'm loving it". D6 1a cach n6i
than mat, khong phai mau cho bai thi. Trong bai thi vao 16p 10, hay chon "I love it".

In ads and songs you may see lines like "I'm loving it." That is casual speech, not a model for tests. In
the grade 10 entrance exam, choose "l love it."

1.6. Phan biét hién tai don va hién tai tiép dién - 1.6. Choosing Between Simple

Present and Present Continuous

Hai thi nay hay bi nham vi cliing n6i vé hién tai. Cach phan biét don gian: hién tai don ta
diéu lap lai hodc ludn dung, nhu mot tim anh chup thoi quen. Hién tai tiép dién ta diéu
dang xay ra luc noi, hoac tam thoi trong thoi gian nay, nhu mot doan video quay dé.

The two tenses are easy to mix up because both talk about the present. Simple present describes

what repeats or is always true, like a snapshot of a habit. Present continuous describes what is
happening now or only for a while, like a video that is still recording.

So sanh bang cac cap cau cung chu dé — Comparing pairs of sentences on the same topic
Hay nhin tirng c@p cau. Chu de giong nhau, nhung thi khac thi nghia khéc.

Look at each pair. The topic stays the same, but a different tense gives a different meaning.

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Théi quen va viéc dang lam: "My brother plays football on Sundays"
nghia la em trai t6i choi bong da vao Chu nhat, d6 l1a thoi quen. "My brother is playing
football in the yard now" nghia la ltc nady em dang choi ngoai san.
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Habit and action in progress: "My brother plays football on Sundays" is a habit. "My brother is
playing football in the yard now" is happening at this moment.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — C6 dinh va tam thoi: "She lives in Hanoi" nghia 1a ¢6 4y séng & Ha
Noi, noi ¢ lau dai. "She is living with her aunt this month" nghia la thang nay c6 ¢ nho di, chi
la tam thoi.

Permanent and temporary: "She lives in Hanoi" is a long-term situation. "She is living with her aunt
this month" is only for now.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Lich trinh va ké hoach c4 nhan: "The bus leaves at 7" néi vé gio chay
cb dinh cia xe buyt. "We are meeting at 7 tomorrow" ndi vé cudc hen da sap xép cua chiing
ta.

Timetable and personal plan: "The bus leaves at 7" is a fixed schedule. "We are meeting at 7
tomorrow" is an arrangement we have made.

Dau hiéu nhan biét — Signal words

Thi Diu hi¢u thwong gip Vidu

Tense Common signals Example

hién tai don every day, usually, often, always, never, on He walks to school
simple present Mondays, once a week every day.

hién tai tiép dién now, at the moment, right now, today, this week, He is walking to
present continuous Look!, Listen! school today.

C6 hai truong hop dic biét. Thir nhat, "always" di véi tiép dién khi ngudi ndi mudn phan
nan: "He is always losing his keys" nghia 1 anh ta ctr 1am mét chia kho4, nghe phién.
Thur hai, dong tur chi trang thai nhu know, like, want, love, believe, understand thuong
khong chia tiép dién, dui co "now".

Two special cases. First, "always" goes with the continuous when the speaker is complaining:

"He is always losing his keys" sounds annoying. Second, state verbs such as know, like, want,
love, believe and understand are normally not used in the continuous, even with "now".

Quy trinh ba budc khi lam tric nghi€ém — Three steps for multiple-choice questions

1. Gach chan d4u hiéu thoi gian trong cau: every day, usually thi chon hi¢n tai don; now,
at the moment, Look! thi chon hién tai tiép dién.
Underline the time signal: every day or usually points to simple present; now, at the moment
or Look! points to present continuous.

2. Néu khong c6 diu hiéu, ti hoi: viéc nay 1ap lai hay ludn ding, hay dang dién ra va
tam thoi? Roi kiém tra dong tur: néu la dong tir trang thai thi gilr hién tai don.

If there is no signal, ask yourself: is it repeated or always true, or is it happening now and
temporary? Then check the verb: a state verb stays in simple present.

3. Kiém tra hinh thirc. Tiép dién can am/is/are cong V-ing, va to be phai hop chi ngir.
Hién tai don v6i he, she, it phai thém s hodc es. Loai cac dap an sai hinh thic réi méi
chét.

Check the form. The continuous needs am/is/are plus V-ing, and the be verb must agree with
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the subject. Simple present with he, she or it needs s or es. Cross out options with the wrong
form before you choose.

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Lam mau: "Tom usually ...... coffee, but today he ...... tea." Bude 1:
"usually" cho chd trong dau 14 hién tai don, "today" cho chd trong sau 12 tiép dién. Budc 3:
Tom 13 ng6i thir ba s6 it nén chon "drinks" va "is drinking". Nghia: Tom thudng ubng ca phé,
nhung hom nay anh ay udng tra.

Worked example: "Tom usually ...... coffee, but today he ...... tea." Step 1: "usually" gives simple
present for the first gap, "today" gives continuous for the second. Step 3: Tom is third person singular,
so the answers are "drinks" and "is drinking".

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Ciu khéng dau hiéu: "I ...... what you mean." Cac phuong an: A am
understanding, B understand, C understands, D are understanding. Budc 2: understand 1a
dong tur trang thai nén bé A va D. Bude 3: chu ngilr [ khong thém s nén bo C. Pap an B, nghia
13 t6i hiéu y ban.

No signal word: "I ...... what you mean." Options: A am understanding, B understand, C understands,
D are understanding. Step 2: understand is a state verb, so A and D go. Step 3: the subject I takes no
s, so C goes. The answer is B.

Cho hay sai — Common mistakes

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Thay "now" 14 chon tiép dién ngay, bo qua dong
tir trang thai. Cau "I am knowing the answer now" sai, phai viét "I know the answer now".
Choosing the continuous as soon as "now" appears, without checking for a state verb. "l am knowing
the answer now" is wrong; write "l know the answer now".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Dung hién tai don sau "Look!" hodc "Listen!".
Cau dang la "Look! It is raining", khong phai "It rains".

Using simple present after "Look!" or "Listen!". The correct sentence is "Look! It is raining", not "It
rains".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Quén s & ngéi thir ba, hodc quén to be: "She go
to school every day" va "They playing now" déu sai. Stra thanh "She goes" va "They are
playing".

Forgetting the third-person s or the be verb: "She go to school every day" and "They playing now" are
both wrong. Correct them to "She goes" and "They are playing”.

Luyén nhanh — Quick practice

* Chon dép an dung: "My mother ...... to work by bus every day." (Me t6i di lam bang
xe buyt mdi ngay.) A is going, B go, C goes, D going. Pap an C: "every day" can hién
tai don, va me 13 ngdi thir ba sb it.

Choose the correct answer: "My mother ...... to work by bus every day." A is going, B go, C
goes, D going. Answer: C. "Every day" needs simple present, and "mother" is third person
singular.

* Chon dép an dung: "Be quiet! The baby ....... " (Im nao! Em bé dang ngu.) A sleeps, B
is sleeping, C sleep, D are sleeping. Pap an B: cau ménh I¢nh bao hi¢u viéc dang xay
ra, va baby di véi is.
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Choose the correct answer: "Be quiet! The baby ....... " A sleeps, B is sleeping, C sleep, D are

sleeping. Answer: B. The warning shows the action is happening now, and "baby" takes "is".
- Pién dang ding cta go: "We usually ...... to the beach in summer, but this year we

...... to the mountains." (Chung t6i thudng di bién vao mua hé, nhung nam nay di 1én

nui.) Pap an: go, are going.

Fill in the correct form of go: "We usually ...... to the beach in summer, but this year we ......

to the mountains." Answer: go, are going. "Usually" signals a habit; "this year" signals a
temporary change.

1.7. Hién tai dung dé noi vé twong lai g?ln va lich trinh — 1.7. Using Present Forms
for Near Future and Timetables

Tiéng Anh dung hai thi hién tai dé néi vé chuyén chua xay ra. Hién tai tiép dién danh cho
ké hoach c4 nhan da dugc sip xép. Hién tai don danh cho lich trinh ¢6 dinh nhu gio tau,
gior chiéu phim, gio hoc. Hinh thirc dong tir van 14 hién tai, nhung cau c6 méc tuong lai di
kém nén nguoi nghe hiéu d6 1a chuyén sap t4i.

English uses two present forms to talk about things that have not happened yet. The present
continuous is for personal plans that have been arranged. The present simple is for fixed
schedules, such as train times, film times and class times. The verb form is present, but a future
time word comes with it, so the listener understands it as the future.

Hién tai tiép dién cho ké hoach da sip xép — Present continuous for arranged plans

Ban da dat vé, da hen gio hodc da bao cho nguoi lién quan. Do 1a ké hoach d3 sép Xép.
Véi ké hoach nay, ban dung am/is/are + V-ing va thém mdc twong lai nhu tomorrow,
tonight, next week. Cach néi nay cho nguoi nghe biét ban da chét, khong con 1a y nghi
thoang qua.

You have booked a ticket, fixed a time, or told the people involved. That is an arranged plan. For

it, use am/is/are + verb-ing and add a future time word such as tomorrow, tonight or next week.
This tells the listener that the plan is settled, not just a passing idea.

1. Kiém tra xem ké hoach di c6 se‘ip xép cu thé chua: di mua vé, di hen gio, da bao
nguoi khac.
Check that the plan has a concrete arrangement: a ticket bought, a time fixed, or other
people told.

2. Chon am, is hodc are theo chu ngii: [ am, he/she/it is, we/you/they are.
Choose am, is or are to match the subject: I am, he/she/it is, we/you/they are.

3. Thém V-ing vao dong tir chinh: fly thanh flying, have thanh having, stay thanh
staying.
Add -ing to the main verb: fly becomes flying, have becomes having, stay becomes staying.

4. Thém mdc tuong lai: tomorrow, tonight, next Friday, this weekend.
Add a future time word: tomorrow, tonight, next Friday, this weekend.

5. Mudn phu dinh thi thém not sau be. Mudn hoi thi dwa be 1én trude chi ngir.
For a negative, put not after be. For a question, move be in front of the subject.
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VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Chuyén di Pa Ning. Gia dinh ban d3 dit vé may bay. Cau: "We are
flying to Da Nang on Friday morning." nghia 13 "Sang thtr Sau chiing t6i bay ra Da Nang."
Cau hoi: "Are you staying with your cousin?" nghia 1a "Ban ¢ nha anh ho a?" Tra 16i: "No,
we are staying in a hotel near the beach." nghia 1a "Khong, chung t6i & khach san gan bién."

A trip to Da Nang. Your family has booked the flight. Statement: "We are flying to Da Nang on Friday

morning." Question: "Are you staying with your cousin?" Answer: "No, we are staying in a hotel near
the beach."”

Hién tai don cho lich tau xe va thoi khoa biéu — Present simple for timetables and
schedules

Gio tau, gid bay, gid mo cira bao tang, thdi khoa biéu ¢ trudng do mot to chirc dit ra.
Ban khong quyét dinh duoc. Nhitng viéc nay lip lai dung gio nén dung hién tai don. Véi
he, she, it, dong tir thém s hodc es. Pong tir hay gap: leave, arrive, start, begin, open,
close, finish.

Train times, flight times, museum opening hours and school timetables are set by an
organisation. You cannot decide them. They repeat at fixed times, so we use the present simple.
With he, she and it, the verb takes s or es. Common verbs: leave, arrive, start, begin, open, close,

finish.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Hai cau vé lich ¢6 dinh: "The train to Hue leaves at 6:15 a.m. and
arrives at 11:40 a.m." nghia 13 "Tau di Hué roi ga ltic 6 gio 15 sang va dén luc 11 gid 40." Va:
"Our first lesson starts at 7:30 tomorrow." nghia 14 "Mai tiét dau ctia ching t6i bat dau luc 7
gio 30."

Two fixed schedules: "The train to Hue leaves at 6:15 a.m. and arrives at 11:40 a.m." and "Our first
lesson starts at 7:30 tomorrow."

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Budi hen dung ca hai thi. "I am meeting Lan at the station at 5:30.
Her train arrives at 5:20." nghia 14 "T6i s& gip Lan & ga luc 5 gid 30. Tau cua c6 4y dén luc 5
gi& 20." Budi hen 13 ké hoach ctia hai ngudi nén dung tiép dién. Gio tau dén 13 lich cb dinh
nén dung hién tai don.

A meeting that uses both forms. "l am meeting Lan at the station at 5:30. Her train arrives at 5:20."
The meeting is a plan between two people, so it takes the continuous. The arrival time is a fixed
schedule, so it takes the present simple.

Chd dé nham véi will — Where learners mix it up with will

Will ding cho quyét dinh ngay Itic néi, 16i htra va du doan. Néu ké hoach di sip xép tur
trude thi dung hién tai tiép dién. So sanh hai cau: "I'll meet you at six" nghe nhu ban vira
nghi ra liic nay. "I'm meeting Minh at six" cho biét ban d4 hen tir truéc. Dung will trong
cau thtr hai khong sai ngit phdp, nhung bai thi c6 goi y nhu already booked hay has
arranged thi chon hién tai tiép dién.

Will is for decisions made at the moment of speaking, promises and predictions. If the plan was
arranged earlier, use the present continuous. Compare: "I'll meet you at six" sounds as if you
have just thought of it. "I'm meeting Minh at six" shows you fixed it beforehand. Using will in the
second sentence is not a grammar mistake, but when an exam gives clues such as already booked
or has arranged, choose the present continuous.
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Tinh hudng Thi nén dung Vi du
Situation Form to use Example

K¢é hoach da hen hoic da dat hién tai tiép dién We are visiting Hoi An on
Arranged plan present continuous Sunday.
Lich tau xe, thoi khoa biéu hién tai don

The bus leaves at 8:00.

Fixed timetable present simple

Quyét dinh ngay ltic n6i will The phone is ringing. I'll

Instant decision answer it.

Du doan khong c6 can ctr ro

Prediction will It will probably rain tonight.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Dung hién tai don cho ké hoach ca nhan. Sai: "I
visit my aunt tomorrow." Pling: "I am visiting my aunt tomorrow." Hién tai don chi hop véi
lich do t6 chirc dit ra.

Using the present simple for a personal plan. Wrong: "I visit my aunt tomorrow." Right: "I am visiting
my aunt tomorrow." The present simple suits schedules set by an organisation.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Quén méc twong lai. "I am meeting her." nghe
nhu dang gap ngay lic nay. Hay thém tonight hodc at six.

Leaving out the future time word. "I am meeting her." sounds like it is happening now. Add tonight or
at six.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Quén s véi he, she, it & lich trinh. Sai: "The film
start at 8." Pung: "The film starts at 8."

Forgetting the s after he, she or it in a schedule. Wrong: "The film start at 8." Right: "The film starts
at8."

MEOQO / TIP — Gap tir nhu booked, arranged, invited, tickets thi nghi t&i hién tai tiép dién. Gap
timetable, schedule, departs, opens thi nghi t4i hién tai don.

Words like booked, arranged, invited and tickets point to the present continuous. Words like timetable,
schedule, departs and opens point to the present simple.

* Luyén nho 1: "My parents ...... (visit) Hue next week. They have bought the tickets."
(B me t6i s& tham Hué tuan sau. Ho da mua vé.) Pép an: are visiting, vi 1a ké hoach
da sip xép.

Mini practice 1: "My parents ...... (visit) Hue next week. They have bought the tickets."
Answer: are visiting, because it is an arranged plan.

* Luyén nho 2: "The museum ...... (open) at 8:30 tomorrow." (Mai bdo tang m¢ ctra lac
8 gio 30.) Pép an: opens, vi 1a gio mé cira ¢b dinh.
Mini practice 2: "The museum ... ... (open) at 8:30 tomorrow." Answer: opens, because it is a
fixed opening time.

* Luyén nho 3: Dién thoai reo, ban noi: "I ...... (answer) it." (Dé t6i nghe may.) Pap an:
will answer, vi quyét dinh ngay luc noi.
Mini practice 3: The phone rings, and you say: "I ...... (answer) it." Answer: will answer,

because it is an instant decision.
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1.8. Luyén dé cac thi hién tai ba mirc — 1.8. Present Tense Practice at Three Levels

Ba mtc bai sau day di tir d& dén kho, déu xoay quanh to be, hién tai don va hién tai tiép
dién. Mbi bai c6 meo doc dau hiéu thi va dap an ngay trong khéi. Ban hiy che dap an,
lam trude roi méi dbi chiéu.

The three levels of practice run from easy to hard and all revolve around to be, the present

simple and the present continuous. Each exercise has a tip for reading tense signals, and the
answers sit inside the same block. Cover the answers, try first, then check.

Mikc co ban: dién dang dving ciia ddng tiv — Basic level: fill in the correct verb form

MEO / TIP — Trudc khi chia dong tir, hiy tim d4u hiéu thi. Céc tir every day, usually,
always, often, on Sundays bao hién tai don. Cac tir now, at the moment, today, Look!, Listen!
béo hién tai tiép dién.

Before you choose a form, look for signal words. Every day, usually, always, often and on Sundays
point to the present simple. Now, at the moment, today, Look! and Listen! point to the present
continuous.

1. Gach chan dau hiéu thoi gian trong cau.
Underline the time signal in the sentence.

2. Xéc dinh chu ngir: he, she, it hoac danh tur s it thi dong tir thém s & hién tai don.
Find the subject: with he, she, it or a singular noun, the present simple verb takes -s.

3. Néu 1a tiép dién, viét am/is/are 10i thém dudi -ing vao dong tir.
If the tense is continuous, write am/is/are and add -ing to the verb.

4. Néu dong tir chi trang thai nhu like, know, want thi ding hién tai don, ké ca khi c6
now.

If the verb describes a state, such as like, know or want, use the present simple even when
now appears.

VI DU / EXAMPLE — Pién dang dung, d4p an dit trong ngodc. Cau 1: "My sister ...... (go)
to school by bike every day" (Chi toi di xe dap dén truong mdi ngay). Dap an: goes, vi every
day va chu ngit s it.

Fill in the correct form. 1. My sister ...... (go) to school by bike every day. Answer: goes, because of
"every day" and a singular subject.

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Cau 2: "Look! The baby ...... (sleep)" (Nhin kia! Em bé dang ngu).
bép an: is sleeping, vi "Look!" bao vi¢c dang xay ra.

2. Look! The baby ...... (sleep). Answer: is sleeping, because "Look!" signals an action happening
now.

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Cau 3: "They ...... (not/watch) TV at the moment" (Lic nay ho
khong xem tivi). Pép an: aren't watching.
3. They ...... (not/watch) TV at the moment. Answer: aren't watching.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Cau4:"...... you ...... (like) chocolate?" (Ban c6 thich s6-c6-la
khong?). Péap an: Do ... like, vi like 1a dong tir trang thai.

4. .....yo0U ...... (like) chocolate? Answer: Do ... like, because like is a stative verb.
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Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Céu 5: "Tom and 1 ...... (be) in the same class" (Tom va t61 hoc cung
16p). Pap an: are, vi cht ngit "Tom and I" 14 s6 nhiéu.
5. Tomandl ... ... (be) in the same class. Answer: are, because "Tom and 1" is plural.

Mirc nang cao: sira 16i va chon dap an — Advanced level: error correction and multiple

choice

MEO / TIP — Khi stra 161, doc trg dong tir trudc. Co does thi dong tir chinh vé nguyén mau.
C0 is/are thi dong tir chinh phai ¢6 -ing. Hai dang nay khong di cung nhau.

When correcting errors, read the auxiliary first. After does, the main verb goes back to the base form.
After is/are, the main verb needs -ing. The two patterns never mix.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Sira 16i. Cau "She go to the gym on Mondays" (C6 iy dén phong tap
vao thir Hai hang tuan). Sira: go thanh goes, vi chu ngit she va ddu hiéu on Mondays.
Correct the error. "She go to the gym on Mondays." Fix: go becomes goes, because of the subject
"she" and the signal "on Mondays".

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Cau "I am knowing the answer" (T6i biét dap an). Stra: am knowing
thanh know, vi know la dong tir trang thai.
"I am knowing the answer." Fix: am knowing becomes know, because know is a stative verb.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Cau "Does he is playing chess now?" (Bay gio anh iy dang choi co
a?). Sira thanh "Is he playing chess now?", vi cau tiép dién dung is dimg dau, khong dung
does.

"Does he is playing chess now?" Fix: "Is he playing chess now?" A continuous question puts is first
and does has no place there.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Cau "My father don't drink coffee" (B6 t6i khong udng ca phé). Stra:
don't thanh doesn't.
"My father don't drink coffee.” Fix: don't becomes doesn't.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Chon d4p 4n. "He ...... his homework right now, so don't disturb
him" (Anh 4y dang lam bai tdp nén ding lam phién). Cac phuong an: A. does, B. is doing, C.
do. Pap an: B, vi c6 right now.

Choose the answer. "He ... ... his homework right now, so don't disturb him." A. does B. is doing C.
do. Answer: B, because of "right now".

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — "This soup ...... delicious" (Mon sup nay ngon). Cac phuong an: A.
is tasting, B. tastes, C. taste. Pap an: B, vi taste ¢ nghia "co6 vi" 1a dong tur trang théi va chu
ngit s it.

"This soup ...... delicious." A. is tasting B. tastes C. taste. Answer: B, because taste meaning "have a
Sflavour" is stative and the subject is singular.

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — "Water ...... at 100 degrees Celsius" (Nudc s6i ¢ 100 do C). Cac
phuong an: A. is boiling, B. boil, C. boils. Pap an: C, vi dy 1a su that hién nhién.

"Water ...... at 100 degrees Celsius." A. is boiling B. boil C. boils. Answer: C, because it is a general
fact.
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Mitc chuyén: doan viin duc 16 va viét lai cAu — Expert level: cloze paragraph and sentence
rewriting

MEO / TIP — Trong doan van, doc ca cau r0i méi chia. Cac tir nhu however, today, right now
béo su thay doi so voi thoi quen, nén thi ciing d6i theo.

In a paragraph, read the whole sentence before choosing. Words like however, today and right now
mark a change from the routine, so the tense changes too.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — DPoan vian duc 15, nghia: Mdi sang Lan day lic sau gid, thudng khong
an sang & nha ma mua banh mi gan trudng. Hom nay ¢6 & nha vi bi sbt. Luc ndy me c6 dang
nau chéo.

Cloze text. Every morning, Lan (1) ...... (get) up at six. She (2) ...... (not/eat) breakfast at home; she
usually (3) ... ... (buy) bread near school. Today, however, she (4) ...... (stay) at home because she (5)
...... (have) a fever. Right now, her mother (6) ...... (cook) porridge in the kitchen.

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Pap an: (1) gets, vi every morning. (2) doesn't eat, vi 1a thoi quen phu
dinh. (3) buys, vi usually. (4) is staying, vi today bdo tam thoi. (5) has, vi have mang nghia
"bi" 1a trang thai. (6) is cooking, vi right now.

Answers: (1) gets, because of "every morning". (2) doesn't eat, a negative habit. (3) buys, because of
"usually”. (4) is staying, because "today" marks something temporary. (5) has, because have meaning
"suffer from" is a state. (6) is cooking, because of "right now".

1. Vi bai viét lai cau, doc k¥ tir goi ¥ trong ngodc trude.
For rewriting, read the cue word in brackets first.

2. Xac dinh thi ctia cdu gdc roi xem yéu cau: hoi, phit dinh hay thém trang tir.
Identify the tense of the original sentence, then see what is asked: a question, a negative, or
an added adverb.

3. Viét lai, giit nguyén nghia, roi kiém tra s, trg dong tir va dau cau.
Rewrite while keeping the meaning, then check the -s, the auxiliary and the punctuation.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Viét lai thanh cau hoi: "Tom plays football on Sundays". Dap 4n:
Does Tom play football on Sundays? Chu y plays tro vé play.

Make a question: "Tom plays football on Sundays.” Answer: Does Tom play football on Sundays?
Note that plays goes back to play.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Viét lai thanh cau phu dinh: "They are building a new bridge" (Ho
dang xay mot cay cdu méi). Pap an: They aren't building a new bridge.
Make it negative: "They are building a new bridge.” Answer: They aren't building a new bridge.

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Dung rarely: "Ba doesn't often go swimming" (Ba khong hay di boi).
Dap an: Ba rarely goes swimming. Rarely da mang nghia phu dinh nén dong tir tr¢ lai dang
khang dinh c6 s.

Use rarely: "Ba doesn't often go swimming." Answer: Ba rarely goes swimming. Rarely already
carries the negative meaning, so the verb is affirmative with -s.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Ding always dé than phién: "My brother keeps leaving the lights on"
(Em trai t6i cir dé dén sang hoai). Pap an: My brother is always leaving the lights on. Always
cong tiép dién dién ta sy buc minh.
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Use always to complain: "My brother keeps leaving the lights on." Answer.: My brother is always
leaving the lights on. Always with the continuous expresses annoyance.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Li hay gip: thém s cho ca trg dong tir va dong
tir chinh ("does he plays"); dung -ing v6i know, like, want; quén am/is/are trudc -ing; viét sai
chinh t4 nhu goes, watches, studies, running.

Common mistakes: adding -s to both the auxiliary and the main verb ("does he plays"); using -ing
with know, like and want, forgetting am/is/are before -ing; misspelling goes, watches, studies and
running.

GHI CHU / NOTE - Théi quen va sy that dung hién tai don. Viéc dang dién ra hodc tam
thoi dung hién tai tiép dién. Pong tir trang thai ludn & hién tai don.

Habits and facts take the present simple. Actions in progress or temporary situations take the present
continuous. Stative verbs stay in the present simple.

1.9. Bai tap van dung ¢0 10i giai — 1.9. Applied exercises with solutions

Bai 1 (co ban): Chon am, is, are — Exercise 1 (basic): Choose am, is or are

Pién am, is hodc are vao chd trong: (a) "My brothers ...... at school." (Céc anh t6i dang
o truong.) (b) "I ...... twelve years old." (T6i mudi hai tudi.) (c) "The cat ...... under the
table." (Con méo ¢ dudi ban.) (d) "You and Nam ...... in the same class." (Ban va Nam
hoc cung 16p.)

Fill in am, is or are: (a) My brothers ...... at school. (b) I ... ... twelve years old. (c) The cat ......
under the table. (d) You and Nam ...... in the same class.

1. O (a), cha ngit "My brothers" 12 s6 nhiéu nén dung "are". O (b), cht ngit I ludn di véi
"am
In (a), "My brothers" is plural, so use are. In (b), the subject I always takes am.

n

2. O (c), "The cat" 1a mot con, s6 it, nén dung "is". O (d), "You and Nam" 13 hai ngudi,
giong they, nén dung "are".
In (c), "The cat" is singular, so use is. In (d), "You and Nam" means two people, like they, so
use are.

3. Pap s6: (a) are, (b) am, (c) is, (d) are.
Answer: (a) are, (b) am, (c) is, (d) are.

Bai 2 (co ban): Chia dong tir hién tai don - Exercise 2 (basic): Conjugate verbs in the
present simple

Chia dong tur trong ngodc ¢ hién tai don: (a) "My mother (go) to work by bus." (Mg t6i di
lam bang xe buyt.) (b) "Tom (not like) fish." (Tom khéng thich c4.) (c) "...... your sister
(study) English at night?" (Chi ban c¢6 hoc tiéng Anh budi tdi khong?) (d) "The baby (cry)
a lot." (Em bé khoc nhiéu.)

Put the verbs in brackets in the present simple: (a) My mother (go) to work by bus. (b) Tom (not
like) fish. (c) ...... vour sister (study) English at night? (d) The baby (cry) a lot.
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1. O (a), "My mother" 1a ng6i thtr ba sé it va dong tir go tn cing bang o, nén thém es:
"goes". O (b), phi1 dinh dung does not + dong tir nguyén mau: "does not like".
In (a), "My mother" is third person singular and go ends in o, so add es: goes. In (b), the
negative is does not + base verb: does not like.

2. O (c), cau hoi dung Does + cha ngit + dong tir nguyén mau, nén dong tir giit nguyén
"study": "Does your sister study English at night?" O (d), cry tdn cung phu 4m + y
nén do6i y thanh ies: "cries".

In (c), the question uses Does + subject + base verb, so study stays unchanged: Does your
sister study English at night? In (d), cry ends in consonant + y, so change y to ies: cries.

3. Pap s6: (a) goes, (b) does not like (doesn't like), (c) Does ... study, (d) cries.
Answer: (a) goes, (b) does not like (doesn't like), (c) Does ... study, (d) cries.

Bai 3 (ning cao): SAp xép cAu cb trang tir tAn suit — Exercise 3 (intermediate): Put words
in order with frequency adverbs

Sap xép cac tir thanh cau ding: (a) "never / is / Lan / late / for school" (Lan khong bao
gi0 di hoc mudn.) (b) "usually / my homework / I/ do / after dinner" (T6i thuong lam bai
tap sau bita t0i.) (c) "often / how / Minh / does / play football" (Minh choi béng da
thudng xuyén dén muc nao?)

Put the words in the correct order: (a) never / is / Lan / late / for school (b) usually / my
homework / 1/ do / after dinner (c) often / how / Minh / does / play football

1. Trang tir tAn sudt ding sau dong tir to be va trude dong tir thuong. O (a), "is" 14 to be
nén "never" dung sau no: "Lan is never late for school."

A frequency adverb goes after the verb "to be" and before a main verb. In (a), is is the verb
to be, so never comes after it: Lan is never late for school.

2. O (b), "do" 1 dong tir thuong nén "usually" dtng trudce nod: "I usually do my
homework after dinner."
In (b), do is a main verb, so usually goes before it: I usually do my homework after dinner.
3. O (c), cau hoi vé tan suit c6 dang How often + does + chu ngit + dong tir nguyén
mau: "How often does Minh play football?" Pap s6: (a), (b), (¢) nhu trén.

In (c), a question about frequency follows How often + does + subject + base verb: How
often does Minh play football? Answer: the three sentences above.

Bai 4 (ning cao): Dang V-ing va hién tai tiép dién — Exercise 4 (intermediate): V-ing
forms and the present continuous

Viét dang V-ing cta run, make, lie, plan, visit. Sau d6 chia dong tir: "Look! The children
(play) in the yard, and Dad (not watch) them." (Nhin kia! Bon tré dang choi ngoai san,
con bb khong xem chiing.)

Write the -ing form of run, make, lie, plan and visit. Then complete: Look! The children (play) in
the yard, and Dad (not watch) them.

1. "run" va "plan" c6 mot am tiét, két thuc bang nguyén 4m + phu 4m, nén gap doi phu

nn nn

am: "running", "planning". "make" bo e: "making". "lie" d6i ie thanh y: "lying".
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Run and plan have one syllable and end in vowel + consonant, so double the last consonant:
running, planning. Make drops the e: making. Lie changes ie to y: lying.

2. "visit" ¢6 hai am tiét, trong 4m roi vao 4m dau nén khong gip doi t: "visiting".

Visit has two syllables with stress on the first, so the t is not doubled. visiting.

3. TUr "Look!" bao hiéu viéc dang dién ra. Cau thir nhat dung "are playing", cau thtr hai
phu dinh dung "is not watching" (isn't watching). Dap s6: running, making, lying,
planning, visiting; are playing; is not watching.

The word Look! signals an action happening now. The first verb is are playing, and the

negative second verb is is not watching (isn't watching). Answer: running, making, lying,
planning, visiting, are playing; is not watching.

Bai 5 (chuyén): Phan biét hai thi va dong tir chi trang thai — Exercise 5 (advanced):
Two tenses and stative verbs

Chia dong tur trong ngodc ¢ thi dung: (1) "I (know) the answer, but I (not want) to say it
now." (Toi biét dap 4n nhung bay gio t6i khong mubn néi.) (2) "Tom usually (walk) to
school, but today he (take) the bus because it (rain)." (Tom thuong di bo dén trudong,
nhung hém nay cu 4y di xe buyt vi troi dang mua.) (3) "Mai (have) a shower at the
moment." (Luc ndy Mai dang tim.) (4) "Mai (have) two younger brothers." (Mai c6 hai
em trai.)

Put the verbs in brackets in the correct tense: (1) I (know) the answer, but I (not want) to say it

now. (2) Tom usually (walk) to school, but today he (take) the bus because it (rain). (3) Mai
(have) a shower at the moment. (4) Mai (have) two younger brothers.

1. O (1), "know" va "want" 1a dong tir chi trang thai, khong dung tiép dién du c6 "now".
Dang ding: "know" va "don't want".
In (1), know and want are stative verbs, so they are not used in the continuous even with
"now". Correct forms: know and don't want.

2. O (2), "usually" chi théi quen nén dung "walks". "Today" va viéc dang xay ra chi tinh
hudng tam thoi nén dung "is taking" va "is raining".
In (2), usually shows a habit, so use walks. Today and the weather right now show a
temporary situation, so use is taking and is raining.

3.0 (3), "have a shower" 1a hanh dong, va "at the moment" di kem tiép dién: "is
having". O (4), "have" nghia 1a "c6" (s hitu), 1a trang thai: "has".
In (3), have a shower is an action and at the moment goes with the continuous. is having. In
(4), have means "own", a state: has.

4. Pap s6: (1) know, don't want; (2) walks, is taking, is raining; (3) is having; (4) has.
Answer: (1) know, don't want; (2) walks, is taking, is raining, (3) is having; (4) has.

Bai 6 (chuyén): Thi hién tai noi vé twong lai — Exercise 6 (advanced): Present tenses for
the future

Chia dong tir trong ngodc va cho biét vi sao chon thi d6: (a) "The train to Hue (leave) at
6:15 tomorrow morning." (Tau di Hué rdi ga luc 6:15 sang mai.) (b) "My cousins (come)
to visit us next Sunday. They have already bought their tickets." (Cac anh chi ho s& dén
tham ching t6i Cha nhat téi. Ho d mua vé rdi.) (c) "The film (start) at 8 p.m. tonight."
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(Bo phim bat dau luc 8 gio tdi nay.) (d) "Where ...... you (go) this weekend?" (Cubi tuin
nay ban dinh di dau?)
Put the verbs in brackets in the correct form and say why: (a) The train to Hue (leave) at 6:15

tomorrow morning. (b) My cousins (come) to visit us next Sunday. They have already bought
their tickets. (c) The film (start) at 8 p.m. tonight. (d) Where ...... you (go) this weekend?

1. O (a) va (c), day 1a lich trinh c¢6 dinh cta tau va budi chiéu phim, nén dung hién tai
don: "leaves" va "starts".
In (a) and (c), these are fixed timetables for a train and a film, so use the present simple:
leaves and starts.

2. O (b), day 1a ké hoach c4 nhan da sap xép (dd mua vé), nén dung hién tai tiép dién:
"are coming". O (d), hoéi vé dy dinh c4 nhan, nén dung tiép dién: "are you going".
In (b), this is a personal plan already arranged (tickets bought), so use the present
continuous: are coming. In (d), the question asks about a personal plan, so use the
continuous: are you going.

3. Pap s6: (a) leaves, (b) are coming, (c) starts, (d) are you going.
Answer: (a) leaves, (b) are coming, (c) starts, (d) are you going.

1.10. Cau héi ty luan va dan y tra loi — 1.10. Essay questions and answer outlines

Ciu 1. Hiy so sanh cach dung hién tai don va hién tai tiép dién, mbi thi cho mét vi
du

Question 1. Compare the use of the present simple and the present continuous, giving one
example for each tense.

« Hién tai don néi vé thoi quen, su that hién nhién va trang thai, vi du "The sun rises in
the east."
The present simple describes habits, general truths and states, for example: The sun rises in
the east.

« Hién tai tiép dién noi vé hanh dong dang dién ra luc néi hodc tinh hudng tam thoi, vi
du "She is sleeping now."
The present continuous describes actions happening at the moment of speaking or temporary
situations, for example: She is sleeping now.

« D4u hiéu cua hién tai don 1a always, usually, often, never, every day. DAu hiéu cua
tiép dién 1a now, at the moment, Look!, Listen!

Present simple signals are always, usually, often, never and every day. Present continuous
signals are now, at the moment, Look! and Listen!

* Hinh thirc khéc nhau: hi¢n tai don dung dong tir thém s/es vdi he, she, it; tiép dién
dung am/is/are + V-ing.
The forms differ: the present simple uses a verb with s/es for he, she and it, while the
continuous uses am/is/are + V-ing.

Ciu 2. Vi sao dong tir chi trang thai thwong khong dung & thi tiép dién? Néu vi du
va mot trweomg hop "have" cé thé dung tiép dién.
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Question 2. Why are stative verbs usually not used in the continuous? Give examples and one
case where "have" can be used in the continuous.

« Pong tir chi trang théi dién ta suy nghi, cam xtic, s¢ hiru hay cam giac kéo dai cha
khong phai hanh dong, vi du know, like, want, understand.
Stative verbs describe thoughts, feelings, possession or lasting senses rather than actions, for

example know, like, want and understand.

* Vi vay ta n6i "I know the answer now", khong no6i "I am knowing the answer".
So we say I know the answer now, not I am knowing the answer.

* "Have" nghia la "cd" thi la trang thai: "She has a bike."
When have means "own", it is stative: She has a bike.

* "Have" nghia la [am moét viéc (have lunch, have a shower) thi 1a hanh dong nén dung
dugc tiép dién: "She is having lunch."

When have means doing something (have lunch, have a shower), it is an action and can be
continuous. She is having lunch.

Ciu 3. Trinh bay cach dung thi hién tai dé néi vé twong lai gin, phan biét lich trinh
va ké hoach ca nhan.
Question 3. Explain how present tenses are used for the near future, distinguishing schedules
from personal plans.
« Lich trinh ¢b dinh cua tau, xe, phim, gid hoc dung hién tai don, vi du "The bus leaves
at 7 am."
Fixed timetables for trains, buses, films and classes use the present simple, for example: The
bus leaves at 7 a.m.
« Ké hoach c4 nhan da sip xép dung hién tai tiép dién, thuong di véi tomorrow, tonight,
next week, vi du "We are visiting Grandma on Sunday."
Personal plans that are already arranged use the present continuous, often with tomorrow,
tonight and next week, for example: We are visiting Grandma on Sunday.
« Can c6 mdc thoi gian twong lai trong cau hodc ngir canh dé ngudi nghe hiéu d6 1a
tuong lai.
A future time marker in the sentence or context is needed so the listener knows it refers to the
future.
« Hoi vé du dinh dung tiép dién: "What are you doing tonight?"
Questions about plans use the continuous: What are you doing tonight?

1.11. Cau héi tric nghiém — 1.11. Multiple-choice questions

1. Chon dép an dang: "She ...... like spicy food." (C6 4y khong thich do cay.)
Choose the correct answer: She ...... like spicy food.
A. isn't
B. aren't
C. don't
D. doesn't
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2. Chon tir dung dé hoan thanh cau hoi vé tan suat di thu vién: "How often
to the library?" (Ban c6 thuong di thu vién khong?)
Choose the correct word to complete the question: "How often ... ... you go to the library?"
A. do
B. does
C.is
D. are

...... you go

3. Chon dap an dung: "Look! The baby ...... on the sofa." (Nhin kia! Em bé dang ngu
trén ghé sofa.)
Choose the correct answer: Look! The baby ...... on the sofa.
A. sleep
B. sleeping
C. sleeps
D. is sleeping

4. Chon dap an dung: "I ...... the answer to this question." (T6i biét dép an cta cau hoi
nay.)
Choose the correct answer: I ... ... the answer to this question.
A. am knowing
B. is knowing
C. know

D. knowing

5. Chon dap an dung: "The train to Da Nang ...... at 9:10 tomorrow." (Tau di Pa Ning
roi ga luc 9:10 ngay mai.)
Choose the correct answer: The train to Da Nang ...... at 9:10 tomorrow.
A. is leave
B. leaves
C. leaving
D. leave

6. Chon dap an dung: "We ...... our grandparents this Sunday. We have already bought
the tickets." (Chu nhat nay chiing toi s& di thim ong ba. Chung t6i da mua vé rdi.)
Choose the correct answer: We ...... our grandparents this Sunday. We have already bought
the tickets.

A. are visiting
B. is visiting
C. to visit

D. visits
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7. Chon cau c6 vi tri trang tur tan suét dang.
Choose the sentence with the correct position of the frequency adverb.
A. She never is late for class.
B. She is late never for class.
C. She is never late for class.
D. Never she is late for class.

8. Chon cau hoi dung: "Lan c6 di hoc bang xe dap khong?"
Choose the correct question to ask whether Lan goes to school by bike.
A. Is Lan go to school by bike?
B. Does Lan go to school by bike?
C. Does Lan goes to school by bike?
D. Do Lan go to school by bike?
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Chuong 2. Cac thi twong lai — Chapter 2. Future Tenses

Muc tiéu chwong — Chapter objectives

« Chon dting "will" hoic "be going to" theo tinh hudng: quyét dinh tirc thi, ¥ kién ca
nhén, du dinh c6 san hay dy doan c6 cin ct.
Choose between will and be going to for an instant decision, an opinion, an existing plan, or
a prediction based on evidence.

nn

« Chia dong tir diing trong ménh d& voi "when", "if", "as soon as" va dung "will be + V-
ing" cho hanh dong dang dién ra & mot méc twong lai.
Use the correct verb form after when, if and as soon as, and use will be + V-ing for an action
in progress at a future moment.

* Dung "be about to", "be due to", "hope to" dé néi vé viéc sép xay ra, viéc theo lich va
mong mudn, roi sira 161 va viét lai cAu theo dang dé thi vao 16p 10.
Use be about to, be due to and hope to for imminent events, scheduled events and hopes, and
fix errors and rewrite sentences in the style of the Grade 10 entrance exam.

2.1. Twong lai don véi will: hinh thire va cach dung - 2.1. Simple Future with
Will: Form and Use

3

Tuong lai don dung "will" dé néi vé viéc chua xay ra. Hay nghi t6i luc ban goi nudc &
quan: ban vira nhin thuc don vira néi "Minh udng tra dao". Quyét dinh d6 vira nay ra, va
ciu ndi cling dung "will". Ciu trac rat gon, moi ngdi déu giéng nhau.

The simple future uses "will" to talk about things that have not happened yet. Picture yourself in

a café, looking at the menu and saying "I'll have a peach tea." You decide on the spot, and the
sentence uses "will". The form is short, and every subject takes the same shape.

Hinh thirc: will + dong tir nguyén mau — Form: will + base verb

Pong tir nguyén mau 1a dong tir & dang gdc, khong thém "s", "ed" hay "ing" (help, go,
drink). Sau "will" luén dat dang géc nay, ké ca v6i "he", "she", "it". Vi vay khong co
"wills" va khong c6 "will goes".

The base verb is the plain form of a verb, with no "s", "ed" or "ing" (help, go, drink). After "will"

you always put this plain form, even with "he", "she" and "it". So there is no "wills" and no "will
goes”".

Loai cau Céu triic Vi du
Sentence type Structure Example
Khing dinh chu ngir + will + dong tir gbe She will bring
Affirmative subject + will + base verb the cake.

Phu dinh chu ngit + will not (won't) + dong tir goc We won't stay
Negative subject + will not (won't) + base verb late.

Cau hoi Yes/No Will + chu ngit + dong tir gbc? Will you join
Yes/No question Will + subject + base verb? us?
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Loai cau Cau tric Vi du
Sentence type Structure Example

Cau hoéi Wh- tir hoi + will + cha ngit + dong tir goc? Where will they
Wh-question Wh-word + will + subject + base verb? meet?

Dang viét tat — Contractions

Khi noi va viét thin mat, nguoi ta rat "will" thanh """ ga‘in vao dai tu: I'll, you'll, he'll,
she'll, it'll, we'll, they'll. "Will not" rat thanh "won't", doc 1a "uont". Cau tra 101 ngén
khang dinh khong viét tat.

In speech and informal writing, "will" shrinks to "'ll" after a pronoun: I'll, you'll, he'll, she'll,
it'll, we'll, they'll. "Will not" becomes "won't". A positive short answer is never contracted.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Hoi: "Will you come?" Dap ding: "Yes, I will." Dap sai: "Yes, I'lL."
bap phu dinh: "No, I won't."

Question: "Will you come?" Correct answer: "Yes, [ will." Wrong: "Yes, I'll." Negative answer: "No, I
won't."

Bon cach dung chinh — Four main uses

1. Dy doan: n6i diéu ban nghi sé& xdy ra, thudng di véi "I think", "probably". Vi dy: "I
think it will rain on Saturday." (Minh nghi thir Bay troi s€ mua.)
Prediction: say what you think will happen, often with "I think" or "probably". Example: "l
think it will rain on Saturday."”

2. Quyét dinh tirc thoi: ban quyét dinh ngay lic ndi, chwa hé 1én ké hoach trude. Vi dy &
quan: "I'll have a latte, please." (Cho minh mdt ly ca phé sta.)

Instant decision: you decide at the moment of speaking, with no earlier plan. Café example:
"I'll have a latte, please."

3. Loi htra: cam két v6i nguoi khac. Vi dy: "I will call you after the match." (Minh s&
goi cho ban sau tran déu.) Lo1 htra phu dinh: "I won't tell anyone."
Promise: a commitment to someone. Example: "I will call you after the match." A negative
promise: "I won't tell anyone.”
4. Loi dé nghi giap va 10i nho va: "T'll carry the tray for you." (Bé minh bé khay gitip
ban.) "Will you pass the sugar?" (Ban dua gitip minh duong nhé?)
Offer and request: "I'll carry the tray for you." "Will you pass the sugar?"
Mudn chon dung cach dung, hiy hoi minh: viéc nay da dugc 1én ké hoach tir trudc chua?
Néu chua, va ban vira nghi ra hoac dang doan, hay dung "will". K& hoach ¢6 sin thudc vé
"be going to", s€ hoc & myc sau.
To pick the right use, ask yourself: was this planned beforehand? If not, and you have just

thought of it or you are guessing, use "will". Ready-made plans belong to "be going to", which
comes in the next lesson.

Vi du 1am miu: ké hoach cudi tudn — Worked example: weekend plans
Lan va Minh né6i chuyén & quan ca phé vao thir Sau. Lan nhin bau troi roi doan thoi tiét:
"It will be sunny tomorrow." Minh ru di choi, va Lan quyét dinh ngay: "Great, I'll bring
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some sandwiches." Minh htra: "I won't be late." Cudi cung Lan hoi: "Will you bring your
camera?" Minh dép: "Yes, [ will."

Lan and Minh chat in a café on Friday. Lan looks at the sky and guesses the weather: "It will be
sunny tomorrow." Minh suggests a trip, and Lan decides at once: "Great, I'll bring some
sandwiches.” Minh promises: "I won't be late." Finally Lan asks: "Will you bring your camera?"
Minh answers: "Yes, [ will.”

Nghia cua ting cau theo thtr tu: ngdy mai troi sé nang; minh s& mang banh mi kep; minh
s€ khong dén muén; ban s& mang may anh chir; cd, minh s€ mang. Bén cach dung da Xuét
hién du trong mot cudc trd chuyén ngan.

The five sentences give: a prediction, an instant decision, a promise, a request and a short
answer. All the uses appear in one short conversation.

Luyén nhé (d4p 4n ngay sau mdi cAu) — Quick practice (answers after each item)

« Pién dong tir: ngudi phuc vu noi tra da nguodi, khach dap "Then ...... (order) a hot
one." Pap an: "will order" hodc "1l order", vi khach quyét dinh ngay lic noi.
Fill in: the waiter says the tea is cold, and the customer answers "Then I ...... (order) a hot

one.” Answer: "will order"” or "'ll order”, because the customer decides at that moment.

« Viét lai thanh phu dinh: "They will visit the zoo on Sunday." Pép an: "They won't visit
the zoo on Sunday." (Ho s& khong di s¢ thu vao Chu nhét.)
Make it negative: "They will visit the zoo on Sunday." Answer: "They won't visit the zoo on
Sunday.”

« Chuyén thanh cau hoi: "Minh will come to the café." Dap an: "Will Minh come to the
café?" Tra 101 ngan: "Yes, he will." (Minh s& dén quan chi? C6.)
Make it a question: "Minh will come to the café.” Answer: "Will Minh come to the café?"
Short answer: "Yes, he will."

« Pién "will" va dong tir: "Where ...... you ...... (go) on Sunday?" Pap an: "will" va
"go", cho ra "Where will you go on Sunday?" (Chu nhat ban s€ di dau?)
Fill in "will" and the verb: "Where ...... You ...... (go) on Sunday?" Answer: "will" and "go",
giving "Where will you go on Sunday?"

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Thém "s" hoic "to" sau will, nhu "She will
goes" hay "He will to help". Stra: "She will go", "He will help".

Adding "s" or "to" after will, as in "She will goes" or "He will to help". Fix: "She will go", "He will
help".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Dung "will" cho ké hoach da chét, chiang han "I
will visit my aunt, I already bought the ticket". Khi c6 vé rdi, nguoi ban ngit thuong ding "be
going to".

Using "will" for a settled plan, such as "l will visit my aunt, I already bought the ticket". With a ticket
in hand, native speakers usually choose "be going to".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Viét tit trong cau tra 16i ngén khang dinh: "Yes,

I'll". Phai viét "Yes, I will."
Contracting a positive short answer: "Yes, I'll". It must be "Yes, I will."
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2.2. Be going to: du dinh va du doan cé can c&r — 2.2. Be Going To: Plans and
Evidence-Based Predictions

Ban dung "be going to" khi néi vé viéc sap xay ra va di c6 co so tir trude. Co so d6 1a
mdt ké hoach ban da quyét, hodc mét dau hiéu ban dang nhin théy. Vi dy: sang nay ban
nhin 1én trdi thdy may den kit, ban s& noi ngay "troi sap mua".

You use "be going to" for something that is about to happen and already has a basis. The basis is

either a plan you made earlier or a sign you can see right now. For example, you look up in the
morning, see dark clouds, and say it is about to rain.

Hinh thirc cua be going to — The form of be going to

Cong thuc: chil ngit + am/is/are + going to + dong tir nguyén mau. Pong tir nguyén mau
1a dang gbc cuia dong tir, khong thém s, khong thém ed, khong thém ing. Con "am/is/are"
chia theo chu ngti: I di voi am, he/she/it di voi is, you/we/they di véi are.

The formula is: subject + am/is/are + going to + base verb. The base verb is the plain dictionary

form, with no -s, -ed or -ing. Only am/is/are changes with the subject: am with I, is with
he/she/it, are with you/we/they.

Mubdn phii dinh, thém "not" ngay sau am/is/are. Mubn héi, dua am/is/are 1én truéc chi
ngir. Véi tir hoi nhur what, when, where, dit tir héi & dau cau roi dao nhu cau héi thuong.
To make a negative, put "not" right after am/is/are. To ask a question, move am/is/are in front of

the subject. With question words such as what, when or where, start with the question word and
then invert as usual.

Loai cau Cong thirc Vi du
Sentence type Formula Example

Khang dinh . . . .

' + - +
Affirmative S + am/is/are + going to + V She is going to visit her aunt.
Phu dinh S + am/is/are + not + going to +  They are not going to join the
Negative A% trip.
Cau hoi Yes/No

+ S + goi +V? i ioht?
Yes/No question Am/Is/Are + S + going to + V Are you going to cook tonight

Cau hdi co tir hoi Wh- + am/is/are + S + going to +

Wh- question V9 What are you going to wear?

Cach dung 1: néi vé dw dinh di ¢6 — Use 1: plans you have already made
Khi ban di nghi va quyét dinh truéc lic ndi, hiy dung "be going to". Ngudi nghe hiéu
rang viéc nay khong phai y nghi chot dén.

When you decided before you started speaking, use "be going to". The listener understands that
the idea did not just pop into your head.

1. Xac dinh viéc ban da quyét tlr trude, vi du mua mot chiée xe dap.
Pick the thing you decided earlier, for example buying a bike.
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2. Chon am, is hodc are theo chu ngti. Chu ngir 1a "I" thi chon am.
Choose am, is or are to match the subject. If the subject is "l", choose am.
3. Viét "going to" ngay sau do.
Write "going to" straight after it.
4. Thém dong tir nguyén mau, roi thém mdc thoi gian néu co.
Add the base verb, then a time phrase if you have one.

VI DU/ EXAMPLE — Mai dé danh 500.000 d6ng mdi thang trong ba thang, tirc 13 1.500.000
ddng. C6 ay da chon xong miu xe. C6 noéi: "I am going to buy a bike next Sunday." nghia la
"Chu nhat tGi minh s& mua mot chiée xe dap." K& hoach c6 tir trude, nén dung be going to.
Mai has saved 500,000 dong a month for three months, which makes 1,500,000 dong. She has already
picked a model. She says: "l am going to buy a bike next Sunday." The plan existed before she spoke,
so she uses be going to.

Cach dung 2: du doan dwa trén dau hiéu dang thiy — Use 2: predictions based on
evidence you can see

Ban théy hodc nghe mdt d4u hiéu 15 rang ¢ hi¢n tai, roi suy ra diéu sa'ip téi. DAu hiéu cang
1 thi viéc cang gan.

You see or hear clear evidence in the present and conclude what comes next. The clearer the
sign, the closer the event.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Ban nhin ra ctra s: bau troi ddy may den, gi6 ndi 1én. Ban néi: "Look
at those clouds. It is going to rain." nghia 12 "Nhin d4m may kia kia. Troi siap mua." Dau hiéu
la may den, nén dung be going to.

You look out of the window: the sky is full of dark clouds and the wind is rising. You say: "Look at
those clouds. It is going to rain." The dark clouds are your evidence, so you use be going to.

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Mot em bé chay rat nhanh vé phia bac thém tron. Ban kéu 1én:
"Careful! You are going to fall!" nghia 12 "Cén than! Con sap ngd day!" Ban thiy canh do
ngay luc noi.

A small child is running fast toward a slippery step. You shout: "Careful! You are going to fall!" You
can see the danger at the moment of speaking.

GHI CHU / NOTE — Ca hai cach dung déu c6 mot diém chung: ngudi ndi da co thi dé dya
vao. Do 1a ké hoach da c6, hodc dau hiéu dang thdy. Néu chi 1a y nghi chot dén, hiy dung
"will" & muc khac.

Both uses share one thing: the speaker has something to rely on, either an existing plan or a visible
sign. If it is only a sudden thought, use "will", which is covered in another lesson.

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Thém s hoic ing vao dong tir sau "going to",
nhu "She is going to buys" hodc "I am going to buying". Ping 1a "She is going to buy" va "I
am going to buy".

Adding -s or -ing to the verb after "going to", as in "She is going to buys" or "I am going to buying”.
The correct forms are "She is going to buy" and "l am going to buy".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — B6 quén am/is/are, nhu "He going to study".
Pung 1a "He is going to study". Phu dinh cling khong dung do/does: n6i "He is not going to
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study", khong no6i "He does not going to study".
Leaving out am/is/are, as in "He going to study". The correct form is "He is going to study". Do not
use do/does in the negative either: say "He is not going to study", not "He does not going to study".

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Lin "I am going to the market" (dang di t6i chg,
"going" 1 dong tir chinh) véi "I am going to buy fruit" (sip mua trai cay). Sau "to" 13 dia
diém thi d6 1a di, sau "to" 1a dong tur thi d6 1a du dinh.

Mixing up "l am going to the market" (heading there now, "going" is the main verb) with "I am going
to buy fruit" (a plan). A place after "to" means movement; a verb after "to" means a plan.

MEO / TIP — Khi n6i nhanh, ngudi ban ngit hay doc "going to" thanh "gonna". Ban nghe
dugc 1a du, nhung trong bai thi va bai viét hay viét ddy du "going to".

In fast speech, native speakers often say "gonna" for "going to". It is fine to recognise it, but in exams
and writing, always write the full "going to".

« Ty kiém tra 1. Dién dang ding: "Look at the sky! It ...... (rain)." Nghia: "Nhin bau
troi kia! Troi sip mua." Dap an: is going to rain, vi 6 du hiéu nhin thiy.
Self-check 1. Fill in the correct form: "Look at the sky! It ...... (rain).” Answer: is going to
rain, because there is visible evidence.

« Ty kiém tra 2. Viét cau hoi: "Ban dinh hoc gi ¢ truong dai hoc?" Péap an: What are
you going to study at university?

Self-check 2. Write the question: "What do you plan to study at university?" Answer: What
are you going to study at university?

« Ty kiém tra 3. Stra 16i: "My brother does not going to play football." Pap 4n: My
brother is not going to play football.

Self-check 3. Correct the mistake: "My brother does not going to play football." Answer: My
brother is not going to play football.

2.3. Chon will hay be going to — 2.3. Choosing Between Will and Be Going To

Ca "will" va "be going to" déu ndi vé twong lai, nén nhiéu ban chon theo cam giac. Pé thi
thi chon theo mot cau hoi: nguoi ndi quyét dinh viée nay tir luc nao? Quyét dinh xay ra
ngay khi né6i thi dung "will". Ké hoach c6 tir trudc thi dung "be going to".

Both "will" and "be going to" talk about the future, so many students choose by feel. Exams
choose by one question: when did the speaker make the decision? A decision made at the
moment of speaking takes "will". A plan made earlier takes "be going to".

Hai tinh huong dat canh nhau - 7wo situations side by side

Tinh huéng 1: ban dang & quan, nhan vién hoi ban uéng gi. Ban nhin thyc don, nghi vai
gidy roi chon. Quyét dinh ra doi ngay liic néi nén ban dung "will".

Situation 1: you are in a café and the waiter asks what you want to drink. You glance at the
menu, think for a few seconds, then choose. The decision is born at the moment you speak, so
you use "will".
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Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Nhén vién héi: "What would you like?" Ban dap: "I'll have an orange
juice, please." nghia 1a "Cho t6i mot ly cam vat."
The waiter asks: "What would you like?" You answer: "I'll have an orange juice, please."”

Tinh hudng 2: t6i qua ban d3 dat vé xem phim cho thir Bay. Hom nay ban ké v&i ban bé.
K& hoach ¢6 tir truée, dd c¢6 hanh dong chuan bi, nén ban dung "be going to".

Situation 2: last night you booked movie tickets for Saturday. Today you tell your friends. The
plan already exists and you have already prepared for it, so you use "be going to".

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Ban héi: "Do you have any plans for Saturday?" Ban dap: "Yes, I'm
going to watch a film with my cousin. I booked the tickets yesterday." nghia la "Co6, minh s¢&
xem phim véi anh ho. Hom qua minh da dat vé rdi."

A friend asks: "Do you have any plans for Saturday?" You answer: "Yes, I'm going to watch a film
with my cousin. I booked the tickets yesterday."

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Cung mét viéc, hai cach néi. Me néi: "We have no milk." Ban vira
nghe xong va quyét dinh ngay: "Oh, I'll buy some after school." Nhung néu ban da ghi sita
vao danh sach tir sdng, ban noi: "I'm going to buy some after school."

One errand, two ways to say it. Mum says: "We have no milk." You decide on the spot: "Oh, I'll buy

some after school." If you wrote milk on your shopping list this morning, you say: "I'm going to buy
some after school."

Cach chgn trong bon bwéc — Choosing in four steps

1. Doc ciu va tim xem quyét dinh co tir trude lac noi khong. Dau hiéu: "I've already
booked...", "T've decided to...", hodc cau hoi vé ké hoach nhu "Do you have any
plans...?". C6 thi chon "be going to".

Read the sentence and check whether the decision came before the moment of speaking.
Clues: "I've already booked...", "I've decided to...", or a question about plans such as "Do
you have any plans...?". If yes, choose "be going to".

2. Néu ngudi néi dang nhin thy diu hiéu rd rang ngay lac nay réi méi doan, chon "be
going to". Vi du may den kéo kin troi, hodc mdt cau bé dang loang choang trén ghé.
If the speaker sees clear evidence right now and then predicts, choose "be going to". Think
of black clouds filling the sky, or a boy wobbling on a chair.

3. Néu cau 1a 10i hira, 151 d& nghi gitip, 101 tir chdi hodc quyét dinh tic thi, chon "will".
Loi dap cho yéu cau nhu "The phone is ringing" thuong 1a "I'll get it."
If the sentence is a promise, an offer of help, a refusal or a quick decision, choose "will".
The answer to a situation such as "The phone is ringing" is usually "I'll get it."”

4. Néu dy doan chi dua vao y kién, niém tin, khong co bé‘mg chung trudce mét, chon
"will". Céc tir bao hi¢u: "I think", "I believe", "probably", "perhaps".
If the prediction rests only on opinion or belief, with no evidence in front of the speaker,
choose "will". Signal words: "I think", "I believe", "probably", "perhaps".

’ ’
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Bang tra nhanh - Quick reference table

Tinh hudng Dung will Dung be going to
Situation Use will Use be going to

Quyét dinh Nghi ra ngay lac néi D3 c6 tir trude, thuong cd chuan bi
Decision Made as you speak Made earlier, often with preparation

Duya vao y kién: I think  Dua vao bang chimg: It's going to be cold, the
it will be cold. wind is freezing.
1 think it will be cold. It's going to be cold, the wind is freezing.

Du doan
Prediction

Loi hira, dé nghi, tir
chéi I'll help you.

Promise, offer, refusal

Khong dung cho nghia nay

Not used for this meaning

Déu hiéu trong dé Oh, perhaps, probably, I ~ Already, tonight (ké hoach), Look!
Clues in the question think Already, tonight (a plan), Look!

L&i thwong gip trong dé thi — Common exam mistakes

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Ding "going to" cho quyét dinh tirc thi. Sai:
"Would you like tea or coffee?" — "I'm going to have tea." Ptng: "I'll have tea."

Using "going to" for an instant decision. Wrong: "Would you like tea or coffee?” — "I'm going to have
tea." Right: "I'll have tea."

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Dung "will" khi c6 bang chimg ngay trudc mit.
Sai: "Look at that glass! It will fall." Pung: "It is going to fall."

Using "will" when the evidence is right in front of you. Wrong: "Look at that glass! It will fall." Right:
"It is going to fall."

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Tra 15i cau héi vé ké hoach bang "will". Hoi
"What are you doing this weekend?" thi dap "I'm going to visit my grandmother."
Answering a question about plans with "will". To "What are you doing this weekend?" answer "I'm
going to visit my grandmother.”

LOI HAY GAP / COMMON MISTAKE — Dung "will" sau when, if, as soon as. Sai: "If it
will rain, we will stay home." Pung: "If it rains, we will stay home."

Using "will" after when, if, as soon as. Wrong: "If it will rain, we will stay home." Right: "If it rains,
we will stay home."

MEOQO / TIP — Khi hai dép 4n cung ding ngtr phap, tim tir bao hi¢u trong cau: "already",
"Look!", "Oh", "I think". D& thudng gidu dap an & do.

When two options are both grammatical, hunt for the signal word in the sentence: "already", "Look!",
"Oh", "I think". Exams usually hide the answer there.

Tw Kkiém tra — Check yourself

- Pbién dang dtng: "Oh, that bag looks heavy. I ...... (carry) it for you." Dép an: will
carry, vi day 14 10i dé nghi ndy ra ngay liic noi.
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Fill in the correct form: "Oh, that bag looks heavy. I ...... (carry) it for you." Answer: will
carry, because it is an offer made on the spot.

* "I've booked the tickets. We ...... (fly) to Da Nang on Friday." DBap an: are going to
fly, vi vé da dat, ké hoach co tir trudc.
"I've booked the tickets. We ...... (fly) to Da Nang on Friday." Answer: are going to fly,
because the tickets are booked and the plan already exists.

* "Look at his face! He ...... (cry)." Pép an: is going to cry, vi c6 bang chimg trudc mit.
"Look at his face! He ...... (cry)." Answer: is going to cry, because there is visible evidence.

¢ "I think Vietnam ...... (win) the match." Pap an: will win, vi ddy 1a ¥ kién c4 nhan véi
"I think".
"[ think Vietnam ... ... (win) the match." Answer: will win, because it is a personal opinion
signalled by "I think".

2.4. Twong lai tiép dién — 2.4. Future Continuous

Tuong lai tiép dién ta mot viéc s& dang dién ra tai mot moc gio trong twong lai. Hay nhin
vao chiéc dong ho ctia ngdy mai va hoi: lic ¢6 minh dang 1am gi? Thi nay chup lai khung
canh "dang lam", khong ndi viéc da lam xong hay chua.

The future continuous describes an action that will be in progress at a certain moment in the

future. Picture a clock tomorrow and ask: what will I be in the middle of doing at that time? The
tense shows a snapshot of an action in progress, not whether it has finished.

Hinh thixc - Form
CAu trac gdbm will, dong tir be & dang nguyén mau va dong tir thém -ing. Pong tir be ludn
gilr nguyén la "be", du chu ngit 1a I, he hay they.

The structure is will, the base form "be", and a verb with -ing. The verb be always stays as "be",
whether the subject is I, he or they.

Loai cau Cong thire Vi du
Sentence type Formula Example

Khing dinh : . : .

- + +V-
Affirmative S + will be + V-ing They will be waiting.
Phu d}nh S + will not (won't) be + V-ing  She won't be working.
Negative
Cau hoi Yes/No

ill + + + V- 9 1 N 9
Yes/No question Will +S +be + V-ing! Will you be driving?

Cau héi c6 tir dé hoi

-+ will + S + be + V-ing? i ing?
Wh question Wh- + will + S + be + V-ing? Where will he be staying?

Khi thém -ing, ban cin nhé ba quy tic chinh. Pong tir tan cling bang e thi bo e: make
thanh making. Pong tir ngan c6 mot nguyén am dung giita hai phu 4m thi gip d6i phu am
cudi: sit thanh sitting, run thanh running. Pong tir tdn cing ie thi doi thanh y: lie thanh
lying.
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Three spelling rules cover most verbs. If a verb ends in e, drop the e: make becomes making. If a
short verb has one vowel between consonants, double the last consonant: sit becomes sitting, run
becomes running. If a verb ends in ie, change it to y: lie becomes lying.

Cach dung 1: viéc dang dién ra tai mot thoi diém trong twong lai — Use 1: an action in
progress at a future time

Ban chon mot moc gio 1d rang, roi ndi viéc dang dién ra lac d6. Cac cum hay di kém 1a
"at 8 p.m. tomorrow", "this time next week", "at midnight".

You pick a clear moment and say what will be going on then. Common time phrases are "at 8

p.m. tomorrow", "this time next week" and "at midnight".

1. Xac dinh mdc gid trong twong lai va dit né 1én dau hoic cudi cau.
Find the future time and place it at the start or end of the sentence.

2. Chon chu ngit, roi viét "will be".
Choose the subject, then write "will be".

3. Thém dong tir chinh dang -ing, cht ¥ quy tic chinh ta.
Add the main verb with -ing, following the spelling rules.

4. Kiém tra lai: c6 da "be" chua, va viéc do c6 kéo dai trong lic moc gio xay ra khong.
Check again: is "be" there, and does the action last through that moment?

Vi DU/ EXAMPLE — Chuyén bay. May bay ciia Lan cit canh liic 7:30 va ha canh lac 9:00
sang mai. Luc 8:15 nam giita hai mdc d6, nén Lan dang & trén troi. Cau dung: "At 8:15
tomorrow morning, Lan will be flying to Da Nang." nghia la "Luc 8 gio 15 sang mai, Lan s¢€
dang bay dén Pa Ning." Cau phu dinh: "She won't be sitting at home." nghia 1a "C6 4y s&
khong ngdi ¢ nha."

The flight. Lan's plane takes off at 7:30 and lands at 9:00 tomorrow morning. The time 8:15 falls
between the two, so she is in the air. Correct sentence: "At 8:15 tomorrow morning, Lan will be flying
to Da Nang." Negative: "She won't be sitting at home."

Vi DU / EXAMPLE — Gid hoc tdi mai. L6p tiéng Anh ctia Minh hoc tir 7:00 dén 8:30 tdi
mai. Tai 7:45, cAu dang ngdi trong 16p. Cau: "At 7:45 tomorrow evening, Minh will be
studying English." nghia 1a "Luc 7 gio 45 t6i mai, Minh s& dang hoc tiéng Anh." Cau hoi:
"What will you be doing at 7:45 tomorrow?" nghia 1a "Ban s€ dang lam gi liic 7 gio 45 ngay
mai?"

The evening class. Minh's English class runs from 7:00 to 8:30 tomorrow evening. At 7:45 he is sitting
in it. Sentence: "At 7:45 tomorrow evening, Minh will be studying English.” Question: "What will you

be doing at 7:45 tomorrow?"

Cach dung 2: 10i héi lich sw vé ké hoach — Use 2: polite questions about plans

Khi mudn biét ké hoach cta ai d6 ma khong ép ho phai lam gi, hiy hoi bang thi nay. Cau
héi nghe nhe nhang, nhu dang héi tham chir chuwa nho va. Hay so sanh hai cau. "Will you
use the laptop?" dé nghe nhu mot 1i yéu cau. "Will you be using the laptop this
evening?" chi hoi ban c6 dung né khong, dé nguoi héi tinh chuyén muon.

Use this tense to ask about someone's plans without pushing them to act. The question sounds
gentle, more like checking in than asking a favour. Compare the two sentences: "Will you use the
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